Praying for and investing in
the peace and welfare in the place
we live: the Gallatin Valley



Israelites taken into exile by
Nebuchadnezzar (597 BC)

Seen in 2 Kings 24-25, 2 Chronicles 36,
Jeremiah 24, 39, 52, Daniel 1



2 Kings 24:10-14

At that time the officers of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon advanced
on Jerusalem and laid siege to it, and
Nebuchadnezzar himself came up to the
city while his officers were besieging it.
Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his
attendants, his nobles and his officials all




2 Kings 24:10-14
surrendered to him.

In the eighth year of the reign of the king of
Babylon, he took Jehoiachin prisoner. As
the Lord had declared, Nebuchadnezzar
removed the treasures from the temple of
the Lord and from the royal palace,



2 Kings 24:10-14

and cut up the gold articles that Solomon
king of Israel had made for the temple of
the Lord. He carried all Jerusalem into
exile: all the officers and fighting men, and
all the skilled workers and artisans—a total
of ten thousand. Only the poorest people
of the land were left.
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Welcome to Bothel

...for a day or a lifetime
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How would you feel?
What would you want to do?



Jeremiah 29:1-14

This Is the text of the letter that the prophet
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the
surviving elders among the exiles and to
the priests, the prophets and all the other
people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.




Jeremiah 29:1-14

(This was after King Jehoiachin and the
queen mother, the court officials and the
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled
workers and the artisans had gone into
exile from Jerusalem.) He entrusted the
letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to
Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah




Jeremiah 29:1-14
king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar
In Babylon. It said:

This i1s what the Lord Almighty, the God of

Israel, says to all those | carried into exile

from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses
and settle down; plant gardens and eat



Jeremiah 29:1-14

what they produce. Marry and have sons
and daughters; find wives for your sons and
give your daughters in marriage, so that
they too may have sons and daughters.
Increase iIn number there; do not decrease.
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the
city to which | have carried you into exile.




Jeremiah 29:1-14
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it

prospers, you too will prosper.” Yes, thisis
what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel,
says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners
among you deceive you. Do not listen to
the dreams you encourage them to have.




Jeremiah 29:1-14

They are prophesying lies to you in my
name. | have not sent them,” declares the
Lord.

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy
years are completed for Babylon, | will
come to you and fulfill my good promise to



Jeremiah 29:1-14

bring you back to this place. For | know the
plans | have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. Then
you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and | will listen to you. You will seek
me and find me when you seek me with all




Jeremiah 29:1-14

your heart. | will be found by you,” declares
the Lord, “and will bring you back from
captivity. | will gather you from all the
nations and places where | have banished
you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you
back to the place from which | carried you
Into exile.”




What does God tell them to do?



Jeremiah 29:7

“Also, seek the peace and prosperity
of the city to which | have carried you
Into exile. Pray to the Lord for it,

because if It prospers, you too will
prosper.”




Peace = Hebrew “Shalom”
Meaning wholeness, welfare,
completeness, health and harmony



What does it mean for us to believe
for and invest in the peace and
prosperity of the Valley?



What does it mean for us to believe
for and invest in the peace and
prosperity of the Valley?

1. Pray for the Valley



What does it mean for us to believe
for and invest in the peace and
prosperity of the Valley?

2. Practice great neighboring



Mark 12:30-31

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.” The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no commandment
greater than these.”




What does it mean for us to believe
for and invest in the peace and
prosperity of the Valley?

3. Look for opportunities to bring
shalom, right where God has you.



Matthew 10:42

“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly | tell you, that person will
certainly not lose their reward.”




What does it mean for us to believe
for and invest in the peace and
prosperity of the Valley?
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