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“Ephesians is not a doctrinal treatise in the scholastic sense of that
term. It s, rather, a drama in which Paul portrays the powerful, reality-
altering, cosmos-transforming acts of God in Christ to redeem God’s
world and save God’s people for the glory of his name. A narrative
approach to Paul’s letter, therefore is far more appropriate than a
scientific approach.”

-Timothy Gombis



SONATA No. |

in (7 TTIATMT \ ‘:‘n\l

I-{HA‘?'I'IAN BACH

JOHANN 5
(14

T ] i




Ephesians 3:14-21 (CSB)

For this reason I kneel before the Father 15 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth 1s named. 16 I pray that he may grant you, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened with power in your inner being through his Spirit, 17
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you, being
rooted and firmly established in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s love, 19 and to
know Christ’s love that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think
according to the power that works in us— 21 to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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For this reason I kneel before the Father 15 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth 1s named. 16 I pray that he may grant y’all, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened with power in y’alls inner being through his Spirit, 17
and that Christ may dwell in y’alls hearts through faith. I pray that y’all, being
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the fullness of God.
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Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



Point #1:

God’s love 1s deeply personal, but 1t 1s best
learned 1n community.



“There are depths and dimensions to the love of God that are
impossible for me to experience if I am not regularly around
people who are not like me. There are dimensions to God’s love
that will forever be locked to us, if we don’t get outside of
ourselves.”

- Tim Mackie



Point #2:

The natural result of Christ’s power 1n our
hearts will be the deepening of human
relationships.



Ephesians 3:14-21 (CSB)

For this reason we kneel before the Father 15 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named. 16 We pray that he may grant us, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened with power in our inner being through his Spint, 17
and that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith. We pray that we, being
rooted and firmly established in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s love, 19 and to
know Christ’s love that surpasses knowledge, so that we may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think
according to the power that works in us— 21 to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



1. When Paul reaches the emotional peak of the letter, instead of giving
commands he prays. Why do you think Paul chooses prayer at that moment
instead of instruction?

2. In the book of Ephesians, Paul’s “you” is really “you all.” How does reading
the prayer as something meant for a community change how you understand
it?

3. Are there ways you tend to approach faith individually rather than
communally? What might it look like to grow in experiencing faith together?

4. If Christ’s presence in our hearts leads to deeper human relationships, what
might that look like practically in our church community? What about your
community outside of church?
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