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a movement of men  
transforming families & 
churches to the ends of the earth 
 
A Man & His Failures, Wes Cantrell, Sr. 

 
I.  Think of your greatest failures. Think deeply about it. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Major failures by men in the Bible.  List!   Obedience is the antidote! 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Three things to avoid:  Wine, women and wealth! Add pride and you have a recipe for 
catastrophic failure. 
 
Failure can be costly, but it can be the impetus for major growth.   
 
II. Of all failures, family issues top the list.  
Deuteronomy 5:9-10 says, "I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 
but showing loving kindness to thousands [of generations, see 7:9], to those who love Me 
and keep My commandments." 
 
Deacons’qualifications--He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey 
him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone does not know how to 
manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 1 Timothy 3:1–7 

Family is most important of all?  Shouldn’t these standards be a target for each one of us? 

III.  The toughest period of my career - a major business failure. 
 
1. Frustration and failure often come in family or business relationships.  
 
2. Confronting the fears of such failure leads to increased self-effort.  We work harder, longer 
and with more intensity. We focus on someone to blame. 
 
3. There may come thoughts of escape—this is the cycle of continuous failure in so many 
lives that repeats itself. 
 

• Failure can begin to break down the wall of pride and push us toward seeking help.  
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• Our only Source for solution is the Lord.   
 

Openness and transparency before Him leads us to the truth.  Through faith we grasp the 
truth expressed so beautifully in the Scripture: “I am crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20) 

 
“God delivers us from sin—we have to deliver ourselves from individuality (ie.) to present our 
natural life to God and sacrifice it until it is transformed into a spiritual life by obedience.”  
Oswald Chambers 
 
 
 
IV.  The Lord uses failure as a platform for success. Failure itself is not the issue, but how you 
respond to it.  
 

Some one defined success as “what you have become compared to what you are 
capable of becoming.”   

 
V.    My most risky failure—loosing my wife and family 
 
I learned that in God’s design there was a principle of authority…  
 
God’s Chain of Command, if you will.  Children obey, wives obey, obey your spiritual leaders, 
obey government authorities, etc., but if you had an authority that opted out, you were left 
hanging and God’s will was being thwarted; in your life and that of your followers.   
 
 
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Who- soever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. Romans 13:1 
 
 
VI.   Three types of Christians.         
1. Need salvation...bless me Lord..milk only, no meat—baby Christian—sadly I had spent 
much of my life here. 
 
2. Crisis response i.e. Failure - moving from one crisis to another.  In Baton Rouge I received 
the first taste of real freedom in the Lord. 
 
3. Kingdom living - ownership of everything transferred to the Lord. 
 

Where are you in this sequence? 


