
Mercy, Mercy, and More Mercy

 Resources- Genesis 43

Mercy, Mercy, and More Mercy Devotions
Day 1- The Foundation of Mercy

Devotional: Have you ever received mercy when you deserved punishment? Maybe a teacher 

gave you an extension on a late assignment, or a friend forgave you after you let them down. 

These moments give us a glimpse of what divine mercy looks like, but God's mercy goes infinitely 

deeper. Mercy isn't just a nice concept we appreciate when we're in trouble - it's the very 

foundation of our relationship with God. Without understanding mercy, we can't truly follow 

Jesus or live the life He's called us to. Think about it: every breath you take, every blessing you 

enjoy, every opportunity for growth comes from God's merciful heart toward you. But here's 

where it gets challenging. While we love receiving mercy, we often struggle to extend it to others. 

Even harder? We struggle to show mercy to ourselves. We hold onto guilt, replay our failures, 

and refuse to accept the forgiveness God freely offers. This creates a cycle of shame that keeps 

us from experiencing the fullness of God's grace. God's mercy toward us isn't based on our 

performance or our ability to earn it. It flows from His character and His love. When we truly 

grasp this truth, it transforms how we see ourselves and how we treat others. We become 

people who are marked by mercy - known in our communities not for judgment or criticism, but 

for the same grace we've received. Today, let this truth sink deep into your heart: you are loved, 

forgiven, and accepted not because you're perfect, but because God is merciful. This is your 

starting point for everything else.

Bible Verse: “Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.” - Hebrews 4:16

Reflection Question: In what areas of your life do you find it hardest to accept God's mercy, and 

how might embracing His forgiveness change the way you treat yourself and others?

Quote: “Mercy is crucial for our lives. You can't live your life as a follower of Jesus if you don't 

understand God's mercy and then what it means for you to live out a life built on mercy.”

Prayer: Father, thank You for Your incredible mercy toward me. Help me to truly understand and 

accept the depth of Your forgiveness. Teach me to extend the same mercy to myself and others 



that You have so freely given to me. Amen.

Day 2- When Grief Becomes an Idol

Devotional: Loss is one of life's most difficult experiences. Whether it's the death of a loved one, 

the end of a relationship, a lost job, or a dream that didn't come true, grief is a natural and 

healthy response. God created us with the capacity to mourn because He knows that love and 

loss are intertwined in this broken world. But what happens when our grief becomes something 

more than mourning? Jacob's story shows us the danger of allowing our past pain to define our 

present reality. For twenty years, he mourned Joseph's apparent death, and that grief gradually 

transformed into something unhealthy - an idol that kept him from trusting God's current 

provision and recognizing His present blessings. When grief becomes an idol, it shifts from 

healthy mourning to sinful envy of the past. We begin to believe that our best days are behind 

us, that God was more present then than now, that nothing good can come from our current 

circumstances. This kind of thinking blinds us to the ways God is working in our lives today. It's 

okay to miss what was. It's good to remember and honor the past. But we cannot live only 

longing for yesterday while missing the gifts God has placed in our today. When we idolize our 

past - even our past relationship with God - we risk missing the beautiful ways He wants to work 

in our present. God's mercies are new every morning. His plans for you aren't finished. Even in 

your grief, even in your loss, He is writing a story of redemption that includes both your 

yesterday and your tomorrow.

Bible Verse: “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and rescues them from all their 

troubles. The Lord is near the brokenhearted; he saves those crushed in spirit.” - Psalm 34:17-18

Reflection Question: What past experience or season of life do you find yourself longing for, and 

how might this longing be preventing you from seeing God's current blessings?

Quote: “It is okay to miss something. It is good to remember the past, but we can't live only 

longing for the past.”

Prayer: Lord, help me to process my grief in healthy ways while keeping my eyes open to Your 

present work in my life. Don't let my past become an idol that blinds me to Your current mercies 

and future plans. Amen.

Day 3- The Power of Second Chances



Devotional: Everyone loves a good comeback story - the athlete who returns from injury 

stronger than before, the student who fails a class but goes on to graduate with honors, the 

person who overcomes addiction to help others find freedom. These stories resonate with us 

because they reflect something deep in the human experience: the possibility of redemption. 

Judah's transformation is one of the Bible's most powerful comeback stories. This is the same 

man who sold his brother Joseph into slavery and made devastating choices that brought 

shame to his family. By all rights, his story should have ended in judgment and disgrace. But 

God's mercy intervened, and instead of destruction, Judah experienced redemption and 

redeployment. The change in Judah is remarkable. Where once he was selfish and irresponsible, 

now he steps up as a leader willing to sacrifice for his family. Where once he brought shame, now 

he brings hope. This transformation didn't happen overnight, and it didn't happen without God's 

mercy creating space for growth and change. Here's the beautiful truth: if God can redeem 

Judah's story, He can redeem yours too. Your past mistakes don't disqualify you from God's 

future plans. Your failures don't define your potential. God specializes in taking broken people 

and broken situations and creating something beautiful from the pieces. But redemption 

requires response. Judah didn't just receive mercy; he grew in maturity and character. He 

allowed God's grace to change him from the inside out. The same opportunity is available to you 

today.

Bible Verse: “Then Judah said to his father Israel, ‘Send the boy with me. We will be on our way 

so that we may live and not die—neither we, nor you, nor our dependents. I will be responsible 

for him. You can hold me personally accountable! If I do not bring him back to you and set him 

before you, I will be guilty before you forever.” - Genesis 43:8-9

Reflection Question: What area of your past do you need to trust God to redeem, and how can 

you actively cooperate with His transforming work in your life?

Quote: “Don't waste the second chance that God’s mercy gives you. Be like Judah and grow in 

maturity just as Judah grew.”

Prayer: God, thank You for being a God of second chances. Help me not to waste the 

opportunities You've given me for growth and change. Transform my heart and character so that 

my life reflects Your redemptive power. Amen.

Day 4- Where Your Mind Goes

Devotional: Crisis has a way of revealing what's really in our hearts. When the pressure is on, 

when circumstances are uncertain, when we're facing something difficult - that's when our true 

beliefs about God and life come to the surface. It's like squeezing a tube of toothpaste; whatever 

is inside is what comes out. When Joseph's brothers faced the possibility of being enslaved in 



Egypt, their minds immediately went to fear and despair. They assumed the worst, believed 

there was no hope, and prepared for disaster. This response revealed hearts that had not yet 

learned to trust in God's goodness and sovereignty. But there's another way to respond to 

difficulty. Instead of running in fear or trying to handle everything in our own strength, we can 

run to God. We can choose to believe that He is good, that He is in control, and that He can work 

even in the most challenging circumstances for our good and His glory. Where your mind goes in 

difficult times really does reveal where your heart is. If your first instinct is panic, it might 

indicate that you're trusting more in your circumstances than in your God. If your first response 

is to try to fix everything yourself, it might show that you're relying more on your own abilities 

than on God's power. The good news is that we can train our minds and hearts to run to God 

first. Through prayer, through studying His Word, through remembering His faithfulness in the 

past, we can develop the habit of turning to Him when life gets hard. This doesn't mean we won't 

feel afraid or uncertain, but it means our fear doesn't have to drive our decisions.

Bible Verse: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, because the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death.” - Romans 

8:1-2

Reflection Question: When you face challenges or unexpected difficulties, what is your first 

instinct - fear, self-reliance, or turning to God - and what does this reveal about where you're 

placing your trust?

Quote: “When you face challenges, where does your mind go? Do you run in fear like the 

brothers, thinking, I'm going to be enslaved? This difficulty is never ending. There is no hope. Do 

you run on your own power, saying, surely I can handle this. I can get through this one on my 

own. Or do you run to God?”

Prayer: Father, train my heart to run to You first when difficulties arise. Help me to trust in Your 

goodness and sovereignty rather than being overwhelmed by fear or trying to handle everything 

on my own. Amen.

Day 5- Living Marked by Mercy

Devotional: Joseph had every right to seek revenge. His brothers had sold him into slavery, lied 

to their father about his death, and caused decades of pain and separation. When they stood 

before him, vulnerable and afraid, he held all the power. He could have made them pay for what 

they had done. Instead, he chose mercy. Joseph didn't just forgive his brothers; he went above 

and beyond to bless them. He paid for their grain, released their imprisoned brother, provided 

hospitality, and threw them a feast. This wasn't mercy they had earned or deserved - it was 

mercy that flowed from Joseph's understanding of God's character and his own experience of 



divine grace. This kind of mercy is counter-cultural. Our world operates on the principle of 

getting what you deserve - good or bad. But God's kingdom operates on the principle of grace, 

where we receive what we don't deserve and are spared from what we do deserve. When we 

truly understand how much mercy God has shown us, it changes how we treat others. Jesus 

demonstrated this perfectly when He washed the disciples' feet, knowing that Peter would deny 

Him and the others would abandon Him. He didn't serve them because they were perfect; He 

served them as an act of love and mercy. While we were still sinners, actively rebelling against 

God, Christ died for us. This is the mercy we're called to live out. Not because people deserve it, 

but because we've received it. When we become people marked by mercy, we reflect God's 

heart to a world that desperately needs to experience His grace. Mercy is different, but it is good 

- and it has the power to transform lives, relationships, and communities.

Bible Verse: “For if you forgive others their offenses, your heavenly Father will forgive you as 

well. But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not forgive your offenses.” - Matthew 6:14-

15

Reflection Question: Who in your life needs to experience mercy from you, and what practical 

steps can you take this week to show them the same grace that God has shown you?

Quote: “We should be a people marked by mercy. We should be a people known in the 

community for our mercy.”

Prayer: Lord, help me to be a person marked by mercy. Just as You have forgiven me and shown 

me grace, help me to extend that same mercy to others. Make me known in my community for 

Your love and grace flowing through me. Amen.

Small Group Discussion Guide:

Summary
This week we are exploring Genesis 43, focusing on God's mercy through the story of Joseph and 

his brothers. The passage is divided into two acts: first, showing how people need mercy through 

Judah and Jacob's struggles in Canaan, and second, demonstrating mercy in action through 

Joseph's forgiveness of his brothers in Egypt. The sermon emphasizes that Judah has 

transformed from his selfish past into a responsible leader willing to sacrifice for others, while 

Jacob struggles with grief that has become idolatrous. Joseph exemplifies mercy by providing 



for his brothers despite their betrayal, foreshadowing Christ's mercy toward us. The central 

message is that mercy is crucial for Christian living - we must receive God's mercy, accept it 

daily, and extend it to others.

Intro Prayer
Father God, thank you for gathering us together today to study Your Word. We ask that You 

would open our hearts and minds to receive what You want to teach us through this time 

together. Help us to be vulnerable and honest with one another, and give us wisdom to apply 

Your truths to our lives. We pray that Your Holy Spirit would guide our discussion and draw us 

closer to You and to each other. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one act of unexpected kindness or mercy that someone has shown you recently, whether 

big or small?

Key Verses
Genesis 43:8-9
Genesis 43:14
Genesis 43:23
Genesis 43:29-30
Hebrews 4:16
Romans 8:1-2
Matthew 5:7

Questions
1.  How do you see Judah's character transformation from earlier chapters to Genesis 43? What 

does this teach us about God's ability to change people?
2.  Jacob struggles with grief that has become idolatrous, focusing more on his loss than God's 

provision. What are some ways we might turn our grief or longing for the past into an idol?
3.  When facing difficult circumstances, do you tend to run in fear, rely on your own strength, or 

run to God? What helps you choose to run to God first?
4.  Joseph shows incredible mercy by providing for his brothers and throwing them a feast 

despite their betrayal. How does this foreshadow Christ's mercy toward us?
5.  The sermon mentions that 'where your mind goes in a difficult time tells you about where 

your heart is.' What does your typical response to challenges reveal about your heart?



6.  What's the difference between healthy grief and grief that becomes sinful? How can we 
guard against letting our mourning become an idol?

7.  Joseph could have punished his brothers but chose mercy instead. Think of a situation 
where someone wronged you - how difficult is it to choose mercy over revenge?

8.  The sermon emphasizes three aspects of mercy: mercy given (by God), mercy received 
(accepting God's daily forgiveness), and mercy response (showing mercy to others). Which 
of these three do you struggle with most?

Life Application
This week, identify one person who has hurt or wronged you in some way. Instead of holding 

onto that offense or seeking payback, choose to extend mercy to them. This might mean having 

a conversation to forgive them, letting go of resentment in your heart, or doing something kind 

for them despite how they've treated you. Practice living as someone who has received God's 

incredible mercy by extending that same mercy to others.

Key Takeaways
Mercy is crucial for Christian living - we cannot follow Jesus without understanding and 
practicing mercy
God's mercy transforms us from our past mistakes, as seen in Judah's character growth 
from selfishness to sacrificial leadership
Grief and mourning are natural, but they become sinful when they turn into idolatry that 
prevents us from seeing God's present blessings
Joseph's mercy toward his brothers foreshadows Christ's mercy toward us - providing 
forgiveness and blessing instead of the punishment we deserve
We must not only receive God's mercy but also extend it to others, living as people marked 
by forgiveness and grace

Ending Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for the incredible mercy You have shown us through Jesus Christ. 

Help us to truly grasp the depth of Your forgiveness and let it transform how we live. Give us the 

courage to extend mercy to those who have wronged us, just as Joseph showed mercy to his 

brothers and as You have shown mercy to us. When we face difficult times, help us to run to You 

rather than to fear or our own strength. Make us people known for our mercy and grace in our 

community. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who is our ultimate example of mercy. Amen.



Blog Post

Understanding God's Mercy Through Joseph's Story
The story of Joseph and his brothers in Genesis 43 offers us a powerful picture of mercy in 

action. This chapter isn't just another narrative about family drama in ancient times—it's a 

profound lesson about how mercy transforms lives and relationships.

Why Is Mercy Crucial for Our Lives?

Mercy is absolutely essential for anyone following Jesus. If we truly believe that our lives are not 

our own anymore, then mercy must be central to how we live daily. We should be known in our 

communities as people marked by mercy.

The world doesn't naturally embrace mercy. In courtrooms, prosecutors don't typically ask for 

mercy for guilty defendants. We might appreciate receiving mercy when we run a stop sign and 

don't get pulled over, but we struggle with giving mercy to others—and sometimes the hardest 

person to show mercy to is ourselves.

What Does It Look Like When People Need Mercy?

In the first part of Genesis 43, we see Jacob's family facing severe famine. They've used up all 

their grain from Egypt and need to return, but there's a problem: they can only go back if they 

bring Benjamin, Jacob's beloved youngest son.

Judah's Transformation Shows God's Mercy at Work

Judah steps forward as a leader, which is remarkable given his terrible past. He's one of the 

brothers who sold Joseph into slavery, and his recent actions in Genesis 38 were equally 

shameful. Yet here we see him transformed:

He speaks boldly even when it's difficult
He takes responsibility for provision of the entire family
He offers to protect Benjamin
He puts himself on the line, willing to take Benjamin's punishment if anything happens

This transformation only happened because God showed Judah mercy instead of striking him 

down for his sins. Judah didn't let his past define him—he was redeemed and redeployed.

Jacob's Struggle with Grief and Trust



Jacob represents someone who desperately needs mercy but struggles to move forward. For 

twenty years, he's been consumed by grief over losing Joseph. His mourning has become an 

idol, making him envious of the past and unable to trust his other sons.

There's an important lesson here: it's healthy to mourn and grieve, but we cannot let our grief 

become sinful by making us envious of how things used to be. Whether it's missing a deceased 

loved one, longing for "glory days" at work, or wishing for how church or relationships used to 

be, we must guard against letting grief separate us from God's present blessings.

How Does Mercy Lead to Forgiveness?

When Joseph's brothers arrive in Egypt, they expect punishment. They think they'll be enslaved 

because of the money that was mysteriously returned in their grain sacks. Instead, Joseph does 

something extraordinary.

Joseph's Response Demonstrates True Mercy

Joseph could have justly punished his brothers for selling him into slavery. Instead:

He pays for their grain himself, telling his steward "I received your silver"
He releases Simeon from prison
He provides hospitality, having their feet washed
He throws a feast for them
He honors Benjamin with five times more food than the others

This is mercy in action—not giving people what they deserve, but instead offering forgiveness 

and blessing.

Where Does Your Mind Go in Difficult Times?

The brothers' response reveals something important about human nature. When facing 

difficulty, they immediately assumed the worst would happen. Where our minds go during 

challenges reveals where our hearts are.

Do we run in fear, thinking there's no hope? Do we rely on our own strength? Or do we run to 

God, throwing ourselves at His feet for help?

What Does This Mean for How We Live?

Joseph's mercy toward his brothers foreshadows the ultimate mercy we receive through Jesus 

Christ. Just as Joseph could have punished his brothers but chose to forgive, Jesus chose to die 

for us while we were still sinners, still actively rebelling against God.



Mercy Given: Understanding What Jesus Did

Romans 5:8 tells us that "God proves his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us." Jesus lived a perfect life, died for our sins, and rose again three days later, 

defeating sin and death.

If you haven't entered into a personal relationship with Jesus, Romans 10 shows the simple 

path: confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him 

from the dead, and you will be saved.

Mercy Received: Living Free from Shame

Like Judah, we must move past shame. Our past mistakes exist—we can't change them. But we 

don't have to be paralyzed by them. Romans 8:1-2 declares: "Therefore there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death."

Don't try to outrun your past or hide your mistakes. Accept that they happened, give them to 

God, and move forward. Live a life run by mercy rather than condemnation.

Mercy Response: Showing Mercy to Others

We must be like Joseph and give mercy to others. This means truly forgiving—letting go of 

offenses and letting God handle them. It means not keeping track of wrongs or bringing up past 

hurts in future conflicts.

Jesus taught in Matthew 5:7: "Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy." And in 

Matthew 6:14-15: "For if you forgive others their offenses, your heavenly Father will forgive you 

as well. But if you don't forgive others, your Father will not forgive your offenses."

Life Application

This week, challenge yourself to live as a person marked by mercy. Don't let past mistakes—

yours or others'—define your present relationships. Accept God's daily mercy and extend that 

same mercy to those around you.

Mercy is counter-cultural, but it's exactly what makes us different as followers of Christ. When 

we're quick to forgive and slow to seek revenge, we demonstrate God's character to a world that 

desperately needs to see it.

Ask yourself these questions:

Is there someone in my life I need to show mercy to instead of holding onto past hurts?
Am I living in shame over past mistakes rather than accepting God's forgiveness?



When I face difficulties, do I run to God or try to handle things in my own strength?
How can I be known in my community as a person of mercy this week?

Remember: mercy is crucial for our lives as followers of Jesus. We've received incredible mercy 

from God—now it's time to live that mercy out in our daily relationships and interactions with 
others.


