Day 1:

Obedience Over Convenience

Devotional: We often face moments when following God seems inconvenient. Perhaps it's
speaking truth when a lie would be easier, choosing integrity when no one would notice a
compromise, or standing firm when everyone else is going with the flow. In these moments,
we're tempted to take the path of least resistance. Joseph's story in Genesis 39 reminds us that
obedience to God rarely aligns with convenience. Sold into slavery by his own brothers, Joseph
had every reason to abandon his faith. Instead, he chose to honor God through excellence in his
work. Even as a slave in a foreign land, Joseph worked with such integrity that Potiphar noticed
God's blessing on everything Joseph touched. Joseph's commitment to obedience wasn't based
on favorable circumstances. It was rooted in his understanding that following God is always
right, regardless of the cost. His example challenges us to examine our own commitment. Are we
willing to obey God even when it's difficult? Do we work with excellence even when the task
seems beneath us? Are we faithful even when no one is watching? True obedience isn't
measured during easy times but in moments of pressure and temptation. Your character is seen
most when life does not go your way. Like Joseph, we can choose to honor God through our
obedience, knowing that His way is always best—even when it's not convenient.

Bible Verse: "The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, serving in the
household of his Egyptian master." - Genesis 39:2

Reflection Question: In what area of your life are you currently finding it most difficult to choose
obedience to God over convenience? What might change if you approached this situation with
Joseph's perspective?

Quote: "Obedience to God isn't about convenience. Obedience is not reliant on it being
convenient. Instead, we are called to always be obedient to God, regardless of the cost that
might have."

Prayer: Lord, forgive me for the times I've chosen convenience over obedience. Help me to
follow You faithfully, even when it costs me something. Give me Joseph's perspective to see that
honoring You is always worth any sacrifice. Strengthen me to work with excellence in all | do,
knowing that | ultimately serve You. Amen.

Day 2:
Working for God's Glory



Devotional: Have you ever found yourself doing just enough to get by? Maybe at work, school,
or even in relationships, we sometimes give minimal effort—especially when the task seems
unimportant or when no one is watching. Joseph's example in Genesis 39 challenges this
mindset completely. As a slave in Potiphar's house, Joseph could have easily become bitter or
lazy. Instead, he worked with such diligence and excellence that Potiphar noticed and promoted
him to oversee his entire household. Joseph understood that his work, regardless of his
circumstances, was ultimately for God's glory. This perspective transforms even the most
mundane tasks into acts of worship. When we work diligently—whether we're preparing a
presentation, cleaning the house, studying for an exam, or serving others—we're not just
completing tasks; we're honoring God. Our excellence becomes a testimony to others and brings
glory to our Creator. Joseph's story reminds us that God blesses faithful work. This doesn't
always mean material success or promotion, but it does mean that God is pleased when we offer
our best efforts to Him. Today, consider how you might approach your responsibilities
differently if you saw them as opportunities to glorify God rather than just items on your to-do
list.

Bible Verse: "So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of
God. Give no offense to Jews or Greeks or the church of God, just as | also try to please
everyone in everything, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of many, so that they may
be saved. - 1 Corinthians 10:31-32

"Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as something done for the Lord and not for people,
knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord
Christ." - Colossians 3:23-24

Reflection Question: What specific task or responsibility do you tend to approach with less than
your best effort? How might viewing this work as an opportunity to glorify God change your
attitude and performance?

Quote: "Joseph is a slave. When he's bought he would have gotten to do the absolute worst
possible jobs, but yet he still worked hard. And Potiphar was blessed by his hard work. Joseph
glorified God with his work."

Prayer: Heavenly Father, forgive me for the times I've worked with less than my best effort. Help
me to see all my work as an opportunity to bring You glory. Give me Joseph's perspective and
work ethic, that | might honor You in everything | do, no matter how small or seemingly
insignificant. Renew my motivation and help me to work as if working directly for You. Amen.

Day 3:

Running From Temptation



Devotional: Temptation often doesn't announce itself with warning signs. It creeps in subtly,
presenting itself as reasonable, deserved, or harmless. Joseph faced persistent temptation from
Potiphar's wife, who daily tried to seduce him. His response provides a powerful model for us.
First, Joseph clearly identified sin for what it was, calling it "this immense evil" and a "sin against
God." He didn't minimize or rationalize. Second, he maintained consistent integrity, refusing day
after day despite her persistence. Third, he avoided situations that would make temptation
stronger. And finally, when directly confronted, he physically ran away—even leaving his cloak
behind. Joseph's example teaches us that fighting temptation requires both mental clarity and
decisive action. We must recognize sin honestly, maintain consistent boundaries, avoid
situations that weaken our resolve, and sometimes literally run away from temptation. What
makes this possible? Joseph's deep relationship with God. His primary concern wasn't getting
caught by Potiphar but sinning against God whom he loved. This God-centered perspective gave
him strength to resist what might have otherwise seemed irresistible. Today, we have an even
greater motivation: Christ's sacrifice for us. We run from sin not just to avoid consequences but
because we love the One who gave everything for us.

Bible Verse: "No one in this house is greater than | am. He has withheld nothing from me except
you, because you are his wife. So how could | do this immense evil, and how could | sin against
God?" - Genesis 39:9

Reflection Question: What temptation are you currently facing that requires you to "run away"
rather than trying to manage it? What practical steps can you take today to create distance
between yourself and this temptation?

Quote "We need to be like Joseph. We need to run. We need to not mess around with sin, not
tolerate it, not let it just kind of cling around the edges of our lives. We should be on a mission to
kill sin every chance we get."

Prayer: God, thank You for Joseph's example of integrity. Give me the clarity to recognize
temptation for what it is and the courage to run from it. Strengthen my love for You so that
pleasing You becomes more important than any momentary pleasure sin might offer. Help me to
remember that being tempted isn't sin, but give me the power through Your Spirit to resist giving
in. Amen.

Day 4:
Faithful in Suffering

Devotional: Yet again in Genesis 39, Joseph did everything right. He worked with integrity,
resisted temptation, and honored God—yet he still ended up in prison on false charges. His story
confronts one of our most persistent misconceptions: that obedience to God guarantees



comfort and success. Even in prison, Joseph maintained his integrity. He worked diligently, and
God extended kindness to him even in this difficult place. The prison warden, like Potiphar
before him, noticed something different about Joseph and put him in charge of the other
prisoners. Joseph's experience teaches us that God's provision doesn't always mean comfort or
immediate deliverance from hardship. Sometimes God's provision is His presence with us in the
midst of suffering. Joseph couldn't see the bigger picture—how God would eventually use his
time in prison to position him to save many lives, including his own family's. He simply remained
faithful where he was. When we face unjust suffering or disappointment, we have a choice:
become bitter or continue trusting God. Joseph chose trust, and God worked through his
circumstances in ways he couldn't have imagined. The same God is working in our lives today,
even when—especially when—we can't see how our current struggles fit into His greater plan.

Bible Verse: "The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry for
help." - Psalm 34:15

Reflection Question: Where in your life are you experiencing suffering or disappointment
despite trying to do what's right? How might Joseph's example encourage you to remain faithful
even without seeing the full picture?

Quote: "God's provision does not mean everything is always comfortable. That is a huge fallacy
that we can have."

Prayer: Father, when | face suffering that seems unfair, help me to trust Your greater plan. Give
me Joseph's perseverance to remain faithful even when | don't understand why things are
happening. Thank You that You promise to be with me always, even in my darkest moments. Help
me to see Your provision even when it doesn't look like what | expected. Strengthen my faith to
believe that You are working all things together for good. Amen.

Day 5:

Speaking Truth to Ourselves

Devotional: When life becomes difficult, our internal dialogue often turns negative. We may
question God's goodness, doubt His presence, or lose sight of His promises. In these moments,
we need to learn the spiritual discipline that Psalm 42 models: speaking truth to ourselves. The
psalmist begins by expressing his deep longing for God. He then honestly acknowledges his pain:
"My tears have been my food day and night." But he doesn't stop there. He actively reminds
himself of God's character and promises: "By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is
with me." Joseph must have practiced this same discipline during his years of slavery and
imprisonment. Without it, bitterness and despair would have been natural responses to his
circumstances. Instead, he maintained his integrity and faith, suggesting he continually



reminded himself of God's faithfulness. When anxiety, depression, or hardship overwhelm us, we
need to follow this pattern: acknowledge our feelings honestly, then deliberately speak God's
truth to ourselves. This isn't denying reality or practicing shallow positive thinking. It's grounding
ourselves in the deepest reality—God's unchanging character and promises. Today, whatever
you're facing, take time to speak truth to yourself from God's Word. Remind yourself who God is
and what He has promised. Let His truth anchor your soul when circumstances threaten to pull
you under.

Bible Verse: "Why, my soul, are you so dejected? Why are you in such turmoil? Put your hope in
God, for | will still praise him, my Savior and my God." - Psalm 42:11

Reflection Question: What negative thoughts or emotions have been dominating your internal
dialogue lately? What specific truths from Scripture do you need to speak to yourself to counter
these thoughts?

Quote: "When we're feeling anxious or depressed or like life's hard, we need to stop and speak
truth to ourselves. We need to stop and say, okay, wait a second. What does God say about this?
What does God's word say about this?"

Prayer: God, thank You for Your Word that speaks truth when my thoughts lead me astray. Help
me to be honest about my struggles while not remaining stuck in them. Teach me to speak Your
promises to myself when I'm tempted to despair. Like the psalmist, help me to put my hope in
You even when | don't feel like it. Thank You that Your truth is more reliable than my emotions.
Fill my mind with Your Word so | have truth to draw on when | need it most. Amen.



