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Bible Reading | Saturday, June 13

Psalm
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 1 love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.

2 Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as | live.

12 What shall I return to the Lord
for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.
14 1 will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful servants.
16 Truly I am your servant, Lord;
| serve you just as my mother did;
you have freed me from my chains.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
and call on the name of the Lord.
18 1 will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord—
in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord.

Old Testament

Genesis 24:10-52

10 Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with all kinds of
good things from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town
of Nahor. 11 He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward
evening, the time the women go out to draw water.

12 Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, and
show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 See, | am standing beside this spring, and the
daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. 14 May it be that when | say
to a young woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,” and she says,



‘Drink, and I'll water your camels too’—Ilet her be the one you have chosen for your
servant Isaac. By this | will know that you have shown kindness to my master.”

15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She
was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother
Nahor. 16 The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She
went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.

17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your jar.”
18 “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a
drink.

19 After she had given him a drink, she said, “I'll draw water for your camels too, until
they have had enough to drink.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran
back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 21 Without
saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or not the Lord had made his
journey successful.

22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring weighing a
beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. 23 Then he asked, “Whose daughter
are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?”
24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to

Nahor.” 25 And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you
to spend the night.”

26 Then the man bowed down and worshiped the Lord, 27 saying, “Praise be to

the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and
faithfulness to my master. As for me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of
my master’s relatives.”

28 The young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things. 29 Now
Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the spring. 30 As
soon as he had seen the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and had heard
Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out to the man and found him standing by
the camels near the spring. 31 “Come, you who are blessed by the Lord,” he said. “Why
are you standing out here? | have prepared the house and a place for the camels.”

32 So the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and fodder were
brought for the camels, and water for him and his men to wash their feet. 33 Then food
was set before him, but he said, “I will not eat until | have told you what I have to say.”
“Then tell us,” Laban said.

34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has blessed my master

abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and
gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah has
borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 And my
master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 38 but go to my father’s family and to
my own clan, and get a wife for my son.’

39 “Then | asked my master, ‘What if the woman will not come back with me?’

40 “He replied, ‘The Lord, before whom | have walked faithfully, will send his angel with
you and make your journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my son from my own
clan and from my father’s family. 41 You will be released from my oath if, when you go to
my clan, they refuse to give her to you—then you will be released from my oath.’



42 “When | came to the spring today, | said, ‘Lord, God of my master Abraham, if you will,
please grant success to the journey on which | have come. 43 See, | am standing beside
this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and | say to her, “Please let me
drink a little water from your jar,” 44 and if she says to me, “Drink, and I'll draw water for
your camels too,” let her be the one the Lord has chosen for my master’s son.’

45 “Before | finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her
shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and | said to her, ‘Please give me a
drink.’

46 “She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I'll water your
camels too.” So | drank, and she watered the camels also.

47 “1 asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’

“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.

“Then | put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and | bowed down and
worshiped the Lord. | praised the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me
on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if
you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so | may
know which way to turn.”

50 Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is from the Lord; we can say nothing to you one
way or the other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of
your master’s son, as the Lord has directed.”

52 When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before
the Lord.

New Testament
Mark 7:1-13
7 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give
their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they
come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many
other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”
6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
“‘These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
7 They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human rules.
8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”
9 And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order
to observe your own traditions! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and,
‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.” 11 But you say that if
anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban
(that is, devoted to God)— 12 then you no longer let them do anything for their father or
mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed
down. And you do many things like that.”



