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This is what the Lord says:

“Stand at the crossroads and look;

ask for the ancient paths,

ask where the good way is, 

and walk in it, 

and you will find rest for your souls.”

Jeremiah 6:16 













Whose 
purpose 
guides 
us in 

our daily 
living?



85%  of Americans 
believe there is more to 
life than the physical 
world or society.

Lifeway 2020 Survey



81%  believe there is 
some ultimate purpose 
or plan for their lives.



73% say finding that 
ultimate purpose for 
daily living is critical.



Almost half say they 
have not found their  
clear purpose for life.
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pain
feelings

logic
control
beliefs



19 This day I call the heavens and the 
earth as witnesses against you that I 
have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Now choose life, 
so that you and your children may live 
20 and that you may love the Lord your 
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to 
him. For the Lord is your life…

Deuteronomy 30:19-20-10



“Choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in 
the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
dwell. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.”

Joshua 24:15



And Elijah came near to all the people 
and said, “How long will you go limping 
between two different opinions? If the 
Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, 
then follow him.” And the people did 
not answer him a word.

1 Kings 18:21



Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6



John 3 John the Baptizer

John 11 Martha

Luke 9 “But first…”

Matthew 19 Rich young ruler

John 21 Peter

Acts 5 disciples

Luke 22 Jesus





4 foot 8 1/2 inches



“Every time you make a choice you are 
turning the central part of you, the part of you 
that chooses, into something a little different 
from what it was before. And taking your life 
as a whole, with all your innumerable choices, 
all your life long you are slowly turning this 
central thing either into a heavenly

C.S. Lewis



creature or into a hellish creature: either into 
a creature that is in harmony with God, and 
with other creatures, and with itself, or else 
into one that is in a state of war and hatred 
with God, and with its fellow-creatures, and 
with itself.” 

C.S. Lewis





9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by

2 Peter 3:9-12



fire, and the earth and everything done 
in it will be laid bare. 11 Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12

as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. 

2 Peter 3:9-12





7 Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God. 
What a person plants, he will harvest. The 
person who plants selfishness, ignoring the 
needs of others — ignoring God! — 8 harvests 
a crop of weeds. All he'll have to show for his 
life is weeds! But the one who plants in 
response to God, letting God's Spirit do the 
growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, 
eternal life. 

Galatians 6:7-8  Message





When despair tries to take me under…

I choose life.

When I wonder what God could possibly be 
thinking…I choose trust.

When I desperately want relief from unrelenting 
reality…I choose perseverance.

When I feel oppressed by my disappointment and 
sorrow…I choose gratitude.

Carol Kent, A New Kind of Normal



When I want to keep my feelings to myself…
I choose vulnerability.

When nothing goes according to my plan…
I choose relinquishment.

When I want to point the finger…I choose 
forgiveness.

When I want to give up…I choose purposeful 
action.

When I want my own way, I choose God’s way.
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