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THE 10 COMMANDMENTS

1. You shall have no other gods 6. You shall not murder.
before Me.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
2. You shall make no idols.
8. You shall not steal.
3. You shall not take the name of
the Lord your God in vain. 9. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor.
4. Keep the Sabbath day holy.
10. You shall not covet.
5. Honor your father and your

mother. @ @ @

How much money is
enough money?

“Just a little bit more.”

—John D. Rockefeller




COVET:

yearning to possess or have something.
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STUDY THE TEXT
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Textuar CommenTtary:

1. If there was a dispute among
heirs it was customary to have a
rabbi settle the dispute.

2. While Jesus is often called
“rabbi” we have no reason to
think he went through the
process of becoming a rabbi—
being God.

3. “Be on your guard” indicates
that covetousness will grow
slowly and quietly in your heart.

4. Security in abundance is no
security at all. Possessions are
not the welspring of life.

Luke 12:13-15

“13 Someone in the crowd said to him,
‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.’ 14 But he said to him,
‘Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over
you?’ 15 And he said to them, ‘Take care, and
be on your guard against all covetousness, for
one's life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions.’
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TextuaL CommenTaRry:

5. This is not a poor person
dreaming of a better life. This is
a person with clear abundance
of goods.

6. From abundance in the
existing barns, he tears it all
down to get MORE.

7. He convinces himself he is
secure because of his great
possessions.

8. Jesus is quoting Ecclesiastes
8:15 and Isaiah 22:15 to
illustrate the emptiness of living
for comfort.

Luke 12:16-20

“16 And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17
and he thought to himself, ‘What shall | do, for
I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he
said, ‘I will do this:/F'will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there | will store all
my grain and my goods. 19 And | will say to
my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’”20
But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your
soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?’”
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“I said that this also is
vanity. And I commend joy,
for man has nothing better

under the sun but to eat and
drink and be joytul”

King Solomon lamenting over the trivial pursuit
of life’s possessions (Eccl. 8:14-15).
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“If the dead are not
raised, ‘Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we

die 99

Paul, speaking of the truth of the resurrection to those
who don’t believe Jesus rose from the dead in Corinth (1 Cor. 15:32)
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TextuaL CommenTaRry:

5. This is not a poor person
dreaming of a better life. This is
a person with clear abundance
of goods.

6. From abundance in the
existing barns, he tears it all
down to get MORE.

7. He convinces himself he is
secure because of his great
possessions.

8. Jesus is quoting Ecclesiastes
8:15 and Isaiah 22:15 to
illustrate the emptiness of living
for comfort.

Luke 12:16-20

“16 And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17
and he thought to himself, ‘What shall | do, for
I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he
said, ‘I will do this:[I'will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there | will store all
my grain and my goods. 19 And | will say to
my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’”20
But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your
soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?’”
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Textuar CommenTARy: Luke 12:21

- . “21/So is the one who lays up treasure for
9. “So is the one” is an , . . ,,
expression like, “If this himself and is not rich toward God.
describes you...”

10. The summary; “Be rich
toward God.”
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LIUE THE TEXT
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1. Decide today and everyday that God will be the source of your
provision and strength. Reinforce this with relational prayer and
a deep love for knowing God.

2. Practice compassion and generosity from a place of security
in God, not possessions. Give to others sacrificially —not just
from abundance.
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