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SUFFERING & THE CHARACTER OF GOD
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There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 2 There

were born to him seven sons and three daughters. sHe possessed 7,000 sheep,

3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 temale donkeys, and very many
SaaEVec so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. (3ghS

sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.

JOB 1:1-4



s And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and

consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt

offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, isssE\A el=Ru s\ es\%
children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” ¥t le]sXo5le Relo)s1nts\SEVINA

s Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “From

where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and
fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” s And the Lord said to

“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the

earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”

JOB 1:5-8
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“This highlights an element of this story that is worth
emphasizing: Job is not representative of everyone. We

cannot automatically identify with Job when we suffer
because both the narrator of Job's story and God himself
highlight Job’s uniqueness—there is no one like him.”

MARTIN A. SHIELDS



o Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 1o
Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every

side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land. 1 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and

A RGETEER eI e R e bl Elel=8d 12 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he

has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan
went out from the presence of the Lord.

JOB 1:9-12




13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking
wine in their oldest brother's house, 14 and 1SRV =B LR = lsdto Job and
said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, sand the

Sabeans fell upon them and took them and struck down the servants with the
edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” s While he was yet

speaking, [l g=Re=vntzEvtel=adand said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and
burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have
escaped to tell you.”

JOB 1:13-16




17 While he was yet speaking, 1SR itV olslSdand said, “The Chaldeans

formed three groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck
down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell

you.”18 While he was yet speaking, [#iS¢X=VnCEWlsGdand said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, vwand

behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four corners ot
the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I alone have
escaped to tell you.”

JOB 1:17-19




THE FOUR ATTACKS
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JOB 1:13-19
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20 Then Job arose and [#ejg=RsVERgel ol and [SsEAY e BeVERsl=E e and {1 Ne) s Qi s R1¢e105510
and Y& sWel=lel>: And he said,

“Naked I came from my mother's womb,
and naked shall I return.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;

blessed be the name of the Lord.”

22In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.

JOB 1:20-22




Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord. 2

And the Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the

Lord and said, “From going to and tfro on the earth, and from walking up and
down on it.” 3 And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job,

that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears
God and turns away from evil? J3 R s118sle) (e ER ISl sVER T\ (=T1 g 1n AV 14 Vo1 Tl s ifo] 0!
incited me against him to destroy him without reason.”

JOB 2:1-3



1 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he
will give for his life. s But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh,
and 6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in
your hand; only spare his life.” 7So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord

and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his
head. s And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while

he sat in the ashes.

JOB 2:4-8
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Then Satan answered the Lord and said,
‘Skin for skin! All that a man has he will

give for his life. But stretch out your
hand and touch his bone and his flesh,

and he will curse you to your face.’

OB 2:4-5




o Then his wite said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and
die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak.
Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?”

In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

JOB 2:9-10






LIVE THE TEXT

Be careful when comparing
yourself or others to Job.

When you face trials of any kind, trust God.
When you fail at this, repent and return
to trusting God. See Luke 22:31-34

Commit yourself to learning the lessons
Job is led by God to learn. This is the
ultimate purpose of the book! See James 5:7-11
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51 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like

\We=eill 52 but [ have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you
have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”

33 Peter said to him, “Lord, [ am ready to go with you both to prison and to

death.” saJesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until
you deny three times that you know me.”

LUKE 22:31-34
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7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives
the early and the late rains. s You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the

coming of the Lord is at hand. s Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so
that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an

example of suttering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
sve=Re s =R Me)gell 1 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast.

You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of

the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

JAMES 5:7-11
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