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That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A

sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. s Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did

not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, s but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they

withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. s Other seeds tell on good soil and produced grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. s He who has ears, let him hear.”

MATTHEW 13:1-9
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18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 1WWhen anyone hears the word of the

/n in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 2 As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word,

but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears

the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

MATTHEW 13:16-23
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18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. znA& for what

‘away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word,
but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears

the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

MATTHEW 13:16-23
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18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 9 When anyone hears the word of the

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and

when tribulation or persecutlon arises on account of the word 1mmed1ately he falls
away 2 AS f@r what was sown mng thg 'y  hears the word,

| es unfr 123 As for what was sown on good 3011 thls 15 the one WhO hears
the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

MATTHEW 13:16-23
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18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 1 When anyone hears the word of the

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word,

but the cares of the world and the deceltfulness of rlches choke the word and it
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e Fight (the Evil One) by trusting God and diligently seeking to understand
his Word.

e Fight trials and persecution by praying for steadfast faith, studying God's
Word, and living in genuine Christian community.

e Fight the love of money by treasuring God's promises and practicing
regular generosity.

e Be encouraged by the spiritual fruit you and others see in your life. Reap
the harvest!

LIVE THE TEXT



RESIST THE WORK OF SATAN

e “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.” (James 4:7)

e “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same

kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout
the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

e “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and
give no opportunity to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-27)
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[s the reason we see so many superficial professions of faith in some of
the more prosperous and peaceful parts of the world today because
people have never been required to put their lives, or at least their
livelihoods, on the line for their faith?

CRAIG L. BLOMBERG



PSALMS TO PRAY FOR FATIH

e “Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!” (Ps. 119:36)

e “Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite my
heart to fear your name.” (Ps. 86:11)

e “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”
(Ps. 51:10-12)

e “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” (Ps.
119:18)



e Fight (the Evil One) by trusting God and diligently seeking to understand
his Word.

e Fight trials and persecution by praying for steadfast faith, studying God's
Word, and living in genuine Christian community.

e Fight the love of money by treasuring God's promises and practicing
regular generosity.

e Be encouraged by the spiritual fruit you and others see in your life. Reap
the harvest!

LIVE THE TEXT



PROMISES TO FIGHT THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES

« God will never abandon you. “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
(Heb. 13:5)

« God will supply your needs. “And my God will supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19)

« God promises an eternal inheritance. We have “an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” (1 Pet. 1:4)

« God promises peace to those who trust him. “You keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.” (Isaiah

26:3)
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