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9 He also told this parable to some who trusted

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.

itempt: 0 “Two men went up into the temple

LUKE 18:9-14



The Pharisees’ goal was to contextualize
the laws of Moses, to bring them up to date
and apply them to every area of modern life,
so that God’s people could know how to be
obedient in every situation in which they found
themselves, with as few gray areas as possible.
Although today we often think of them as legalistic,
they did not believe so much in doing good works
in order to “get saved”—they believed they already
were saved by virtue of being born Jewish—
they preached obedience to their detailed laws
in order to “stay saved,” as we might phrase it today.
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u The Pharisee, standing
by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 21 fast

twice a week; I give tithes of all that 1 get.’

LURE 16:9-14



13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would

not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner?’

LURE 16:9-14



1l tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than

the other. For everyone who exalts himself wﬂl be }_1umbled but the one who
humbles himself will be e3> exalted -

LURE 16:9-14
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IF GOD ASKED WHY HE ﬁ\

SHOULD ACCEPT YOU,



e Thank God for his grace rather than taking pride in your obedience.

e Confess your specific sins to God often.

e Pray for people you are tempted to look down on.

e Stop using the sins of others to feel better about yourselt.

e Make room in your life for new and spiritually immature believers.

LIVE THE TEXT
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