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Mark	11	–	Jesus	Flips	Some	Tables	
	

11	Jesus	entered	Jerusalem	and	went	into	the	temple	courts.	He	
looked	around	at	everything,	but	since	it	was	already	late,	he	went	

out	to	Bethany	with	the	Twelve.	
15	On	reaching	Jerusalem,	Jesus	entered	the	temple	courts	and	
began	driving	out	those	who	were	buying	and	selling	there.	He	
overturned	the	tables	of	the	moneychangers	and	the	benches	of	
those	selling	doves,	16	and	would	not	allow	anyone	to	carry	

merchandise	through	the	temple	courts.	17	And	as	he	taught	them,	
he	said,	“Is	it	not	written:	‘My	house	will	be	called	a	house	of	

prayer	for	all	nations’?	But	you	have	made	it	‘a	den	of	robbers.’”	
–	Mark	11:11,	15-17	

	
• Why	did	Jesus	flip	tables?	Because	GREED	was	robbing	

people	of	their	ACCESS	to	God.	
	

15	Then	he	[Jesus]	said	to	them,	“Watch	out!	Be	on	your	guard	
against	all	kinds	of	greed;	life	does	not	consist	in	an	abundance	of	

possessions.”	–	Luke	12:15	
	

Living	a	Life	of	Contentment	
	

12	I	know	what	it	is	to	be	in	need,	and	I	know	what	it	is	to	have	
plenty.	I	have	learned	the	secret	of	being	content	in	any	and	every	
situation,	whether	well	fed	or	hungry,	whether	living	in	plenty	or	

in	want.	I	can	do	all	this	through	him	[Jesus]	who	gives	me	
strength.	–	Philippians	4:12-13	

	
	
1. Replace	WORRY	about	things	with	TRUST	in	God.	
	

17	Command	those	who	are	rich	in	this	present	world	not	to	be	
arrogant	nor	to	put	their	hope	in	wealth,	which	is	so	uncertain,	but	
to	put	their	hope	in	God,	who	richly	provides	us	with	everything	

for	our	enjoyment.	–	1	Timothy	6:17	
	

	
2. Replace	GETTING	with	GIVING.	

	
9	Those	who	want	to	get	rich	fall	into	temptation	and	a	trap	and	

into	many	foolish	and	harmful	desires	that	plunge	people	into	ruin	
and	destruction.		10	For	the	love	of	money	is	a	root	of	all	kinds	of	
evil.	Some	people,	eager	for	money,	have	wandered	from	the	

faith	and	pierced	themselves	with	many	griefs.	
	–	1	Timothy	6:9-10	

	
	18	Command	them	to	do	good,	to	be	rich	in	good	deeds,	and	to	be	
generous	and	willing	to	share.	19	In	this	way	they	will	lay	up	

treasure	for	themselves	as	a	firm	foundation	for	the	coming	age,	so	
that	they	may	take	hold	of	the	life	that	is	truly	life.	

	–	1	Timothy	6:18-19	
	
	
3. Replace	COMPARISON	with	GRATITUDE.	
	
6	But	godliness	with	contentment	is	great	gain.	7	For	we	brought	
nothing	into	the	world,	and	we	can	take	nothing	out	of	it.	8	But	if	

we	have	food	and	clothing,	we	will	be	content	with	that.	
–	1	Timothy	6:6-8	

	
Give	thanks	in	all	circumstances;	for	this	is	God’s	will	for	you	in	

Christ	Jesus.	–	1	Thessalonians	5:18	
	
	

	


