
 April 3rd, 2022 
Sermon on the Mount            

  Matthew 5:43-48 

Introduction   
Greet one another and pray before you begin discussion.   
Read: Matthew 5:1-48 Each week we’ll be reading Jesus’ Sermon from the 
start. 

D iscussion 
1. What are one or two things “you have heard said..” in life that perhaps 

sounded wise but upon closer inspection were foolish?  

Examination  
2. Read Leviticus 19:18. Compare it to Matthew 5:43-44. What had the 
people heard? How does Jesus respond? Does He contradict what they 
had heard? How does Jesus expand, enlarge and fill full the law given in 
Leviticus? 

3. What are the simple practical steps Jesus provides to His followers with 
this command? (Hint: Check vs. 44) How might these steps be different 
than our typical behavior?  

4. Jesus teaches that we can distinguish ourselves as God’s children by our 
love toward enemies and persecutors. Why is it important to understand 
that love is not limited to a feeling in light of this teaching? What simple 
everyday action does Jesus redefine as a loving action? (hint: check vs. 47) 

A pplication  
5. How does praying for our enemies change our heart toward them? 
Who, by name, can you start praying for today?  

6. What is the relationship between loving God and loving your enemies? 
Can you love one and not the other?   

7. Consider how communion symbolizes Jesus’ love for his enemies What 
connections to this passage can you make? How were you treated by 
God when you were his enemy? 
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