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Topic Review
What is

Hlermeneutics’



HIERMENEUTICS is the science and

arct of Biblical interpretation. lit is a

science because it is guided by rules

within a system; and it is an art because

ine application of the rules is by sl
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anel mot by mechanical imitaEion,
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The Medieval Quadriga

This method examines the text for four
MEATNINGS:
1, Literal Meaning
2, Moral Meaning
9, Allegorical Veaning
2z Spiritual/ Mythical Vieaning




Literal Meaning:
The plain and evident
meaning of the passage
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Allegorical Meaning:

he sense in which 2 passage
reveals fhe content of it




SpmtuaﬁMyﬁwma Meaning:

he sense in which the passage

EXDIESSEs a future hope



Examples
Passages that mention the city of Jerusalem:

LLiteral = The capital of Juclea and the central sanctuary of
the nation

Wiloral = The human soul or center sanctuaTy Of A PEISON

Allegorical = The the church or the center sanctuary of Ene

Christian commumnity
ylystical = Heaven the final hope andl fumume
iesidence for the people of Gael:




The Grammaticalk
Hlistorical

Method




This method examines the

orammatical structure amnd
determines whether words are @ loe
talken as questions (interrogative);

comnmands (imperative), or

declarative (indicative)
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[Exxamplles

i Acts 1:8 when :@S@S says © o shalll
lbe my witnesses... ls he malking a
prediction or issuing a sovereign

commandy’




This method examines performes
nistorical analysis to seek a knowledge
o the setting and situation in Wwaich
the boolks of the bible wwere written.

It aslks: “What did the original

aciience understand this tomeant
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[Exxamplles

Questions of authors)
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The Analogy of Faith

(Scripture interprets
Scripture)
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Thds means Sﬁmp

S@mptwﬁ@ can be interpreted in
such a way as to render it in
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nat is cleatly

at No part of

taugnt elsewhere in scripture,



Exxamples

it 2 verse lhas two possible
ingerpretations and one of these goes
Aoainst the rest off seripture , winile Ehe
einer is im harmony, the omne thaeisdn
harmony must be usedk




The Inductive Methodl
A\ way of studying Scripture that seelks
to let the meaning of the text atise
trom ©he text itself rather Ehamn
IIPOSING OUr own ideas onte i




The Inductive Methodl
moves ffrom careful observation
to ftaithiul in ﬂﬁt@fpf@t@tl@@ amal

then o personal application,




otage 1, Observation — “Winat cloes tne text sayd” *_
_ [his stage focuses on carefully examining the passage,
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7, | Interpretation — “Winat does tne text mneans

nds stage seeks to understand the author’s intendled meaning.
[ intvolvess

Considering context (historical, [iterary, biblical)

Defiming important words

Comparing Scripture witn Scripture
Uniclerstanding genre and flow of thoug
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1§ svhere lnepmeneutics is applied carefully te
Olle €OTIEdt MEAnng Of the passage.

determinesine
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Rulle # 1
Read the Bible like

amy other boolk




Rule # 2
Read the

[Bxistentially



Rule # 3

Interpret the Stories
by the Teachings




Rule # 4
Ingerpret the Obscure
(implicit) by the Clearn
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Rule # 5

Determine carefuly
the meaning of the

WOTCIS



Rule # 6
Loolk out for

Parallelisims




Rulle # 7
Note the diffference
between prover amd

L@y



Rule #
Be careful with

Parables



Rule # 9
Be careful

predictive proplheay




Rulle # 10
Study the Bible

wwith Blumiliy



