The Good Shepherd: God's Call for Righteous Leadership

In this exploration of spiritual leadership, we delve into the heart of Ezekiel 34 and
John 10, uncovering the profound distinction between true shepherds and false
ones. We're challenged to examine the qualities of genuine spiritual guidance in
our own lives. Are we following leaders who truly love God and prioritize the
well-being of His flock? The imagery of shepherds and sheep reminds us of our
vulnerability and need for divine protection. Just as sheep require a vigilant
shepherd, we too need spiritual leaders who will guard us against the 'wolves' of
this world. This lesson urges us to seek out places of worship where God's Word is
central, where broken souls are mended, and where the lost are earnestly sought.
It's a call to discernment, reminding us that our spiritual nourishment should come
from leaders who embody Christ's selfless love, not those who exploit for personal
gain. As we reflect on this, let's consider how we can become better 'sheep' - more
attuned to the voice of the Good Shepherd and more discerning about the spiritual
leadership we follow.

Scripture Reference:
Ezekiel 34:1-31

John 10:1-16

John 21:15-17

Key Takeaways:

e True spiritual leaders prioritize the well-being of their flock over personal
interests.

e God condemns shepherds (leaders) who neglect, exploit, or scatter the flock.

e Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of God's promise to provide a Good Shepherd.

e Ciriteria for identifying good spiritual leaders include their love for God, care
for the flock, and adherence to biblical principles.

e God's promise to restore His people and establish a peaceful kingdom under
the leadership of the True Shepherd.



Practical Applications:

U Evaluate your current spiritual environment. Is it a place where you're being
properly "fed" and cared for spiritually?

Q If you're in a leadership position (even informally), reflect on how you can
better serve those under your care with a shepherd's heart.

QO Pray for your spiritual leaders, that they would love God deeply and care for
His people faithfully.

QO If you've been hurt by religious leaders in the past, take steps towards
healing and forgiveness, possibly seeking counsel or support.

O Study the life of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. How can you emulate His care
for others in your own sphere of influence?

Blessed FATHER, King Shepherd of all life, thank You for blessing us to be
Your sheep. Thank You for sending the Good Shepherd, Your only begotten
SON JESUS. Thank You for Your Word. Help us to be more discerning and to
have a true hunger and thirst for the truth of Your Word. Help us O’LORD to
have ears to hear our Great Shepherd and to reject any strangers. We pray for
those who stand in positions of spiritual leadership, bless them FATHER to have
a healthy fear and love for you so that they truly care for and feed your sheep.
May we all, sheep and shepherds, be examples of the body of CHRIST, citizens
of Your Kingdom. For Your glory! In the name of Your SON JESUS CHRIST
our LORD & SAVIOR we pray. Amen.



