
The Family and the Promise
Genesis 28-33

The Struggle for Blessing

� God is always at work in the world. (Genesis 28:10-12)
� He is at work in the world whether we know it or not.

�Spurgeon said, “The God of Bethel is a God who does concern
himself with the things of earth, not a God who shuts himself up
in heaven.”
�Jesus makes reference to this ladder indirectly in John 1:51 (the
Son of Man).
�John 14: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

� God deals with each of us in a personal way. (Genesis 28:13-14)
� God has revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
personally.

�The Lord says, “I am…I will give to you…”
�Spurgeon: “That God should give to Jacob bread to eat and
raiment to put on was much, but it is nothing compared with ‘I
am with thee.’ That God should send his angel with Jacob to
protect him would have been much; but it is nothing compared
with, ‘I am with thee.’ This includes countless blessings, but it is
in itself a great deal more than all the blessings we can
conceive of.”
�The arrival of Jesus illustrates just how personal God is.

� The foundation of God’s promised blessing is that He is with us.
(Genesis 28:15-17)
� God was with Jacob in the land of Haran.
� God gave him safety.

� God gave him a family.
� God gave him prosperity.
� God brought him back home.
� God reconciled him to his brother.

� God’s presence will not be without cost to us. (Genesis 32)
� Jacob struggles with God and man (his father and brother) to
obtain the blessing.

� This struggle left him with a limp.
� Jesus tells us that we must take up our cross and follow
Him.

� God’s presence is so often missed because we fail to pay
attention.
� It is true to say that God is everywhere, but it is also true to say
that God is in this place (omnipresence and manifest presence).

� God’s blessing is His presence, and He wants to be
manifestly present to all the families of the earth.

� God’s promises require a response from us. (Genesis 28:18-22)
� Jacob responded by worshipping.

�Jacob responded by setting up a reminder.
�Jacob responded by making a commitment.

� It was a commitment to relationship.
� It was a commitment to worship.
� It was a commitment to give and to trust.


