Through Many Tribulations

Littleton Bible Chapel — Nathan Girkins Acts 14:1-28



Scripture Reading: Acts 14:1-7

“Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke
in such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But
the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against
the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord,
who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be
done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided
with the Jews and some with the apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by
both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them,
6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the
surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach the Gospel.”
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Matthew Henry

“There seems to have been something remarkable in the manner of the
apostle’s preaching here, which contributed to their success...[they spoke] so
plainly, so convincingly, with such an evidence and demonstration of the
Spirit, and with such power; they so spoke, so warmly , so affectionately, and
with such a manifest concern for the souls of men, that one might perceive
they were not only convinced, but filled, with the things they spoke of, and
that what they spoke came from the heart and therefore was likely to reach

to the heart.”



2 Corinthians 2:15-17,

“For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved
and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to
death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.”



Matthew 13:3-8 ESV

"And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."
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Jurgen Moltmann

When Jesus expels demons and heals the sick, He is driving out of creation
the powers of destruction, and is healing and restoring created beings who
are hurt and sick. The lordship of God to which the healings witness restores
creation to health. Jesus' healings are not supernatural miracles in a natural
world. They are the only truly 'natural' things in a world that is unnatural,
demonized and wounded.”



Matthew 18:12-14,

“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it
iIs not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones

should perish.”



Paul Washer

“Some ask "Why do bad things happen to good people?" but the right
question is "How does anything good happen at all in this fallen world?”



2 Peter 3:9,

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.”
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Matthew 28:19-20

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end

of the age.”



Hebrews 12:2,

“looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at
the right hand of the throne of God”



2 Timothy 4:1-2, 5

“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the
word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
complete patience and teaching...But as for you, always be sober-minded,
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”



Deuteronomy 8:11, 17-18,

“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his
commandments and his rules and his statutes, which | command you
today...Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my
hand have gotten me this wealth.” You shall remember the Lord your God, for
it Is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant

that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”
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