
Christian Combat: You Against the World! 
1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
Pastor Jason Dennett’s Notes 
 
Eph  6:10-12  NLT - "A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against 
evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark 
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places." 
 
1Jn  2:15-17  - "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is 
of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever." 
 
I. The ADMONITION about the World. 
II. The EXPLANATION for the World. 
III. The DESTINATION of the World. 
 
I.  The ADMONITION about the World. 
"Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him." 
• NLT - "Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the 

world, you do not have the love of the Father in you." 

• "World" is the Greek word "κόσμος" or "kosmos" meaning "this 
current world system controlling our planet, the worldly way of 
operating apart from God/against God's kingdom" 

  
• "Love" is the operative word, in this command. 

 "Love" here is the Greek word "ἀγαπάω" or "agapaō" 
meaning "to love, to show affection, to take pleasure in 
something or someone." The Lord commands us, and warns us to 
not fall in love with this world, to not take pleasure in the "worldly" 
way of doing things, to not show affection or grow attached to this 
current world system.  

 One quarter of the world’s people have the condition known 
as myopia, or nearsightedness. This number indicates a 66 
percent increase since 1970. Experts say the condition has 
skyrocketed as children spend more time indoors, staring at 



computer screens. The prediction is that by 2020 the number 
will increase to one third. We get so involved looking at the 
things around us that we fail to see the spiritual condition and 
the spiritual need in the greater world. 

 Lot's choice ---> Corruption! - Gen  13:10  - "Lot lifted his 
eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan... 12 Lot dwelt in 
the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as 
Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly 
wicked and usinful against the Lord." 

 
 Lot's wife ---> Destruction! - Gen 19:24-26 - "..the Lord 

rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, 
from the Lord out of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew 
those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked 
back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt." 

 
• Why do some people, even Christians, "love" this world so much?!? 
◦ They seem to believe it's REALITY?!?  (John  8:44 ) 
◦ They seem to believe it's BETTER?!?  (Rom  6:23 ) 
◦ What about YOU today?!? 
▪ Biblical Solution: RESIST IT!!  
 Rom 12:2 - "...and do not be conformed to the world..." 
 
II. The EXPLANATION for the World. 
"For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world."  
• NLT - "For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for 

everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These 
are not from the Father, but are from this world." 

 
• This is telling us that the influence of the enemy, has engulfed the ENTIRE 

system of this worlds thinking. His corrupting methods have poisoned the 
values of human society on a GLOBAL scale! 

 
• SOCIETY believes this: 
◦ News Networks...crime and suffering everywhere! 
◦ Hollywood...stories of the world needing a superhuman savior! 
 
• SCRIPTURE teaches this: 
◦ Job 1:7 NLT - “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. 

Satan answered the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching 
everything that’s going on.” 

◦ 1 Pet 5:8 NLT - "Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He 
prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour." 

◦ Luke 4:6-7 - “I will give you the glory of these kingdoms and authority 



over them,” the devil said, “because they are mine to give to anyone I 
please. I will give it all to you if you will worship me.” 

◦ 1 Jn  5:19  - "We know that we are children of God and that the world 
around us is under the control of the evil one." 

 
• "Lust of the FLESH" - "..a craving/appetite for physical/bodily pleasure.." 
• "Lust of the EYES" - "..a craving/appetite for what we see/more material 

possessions.." 
• "Pride of LIFE" - "..dishonest pride/conceit about our 

achievements/possessions in life.." 
•  
 
• These are the 3 main categories of SIN in the world: 
◦ "Pleasure, Power, Pride" 
◦ "Girls, Gold, Glory" (B.G.) 
 There was a small town, with a car thief on the loose... 
 
 Gen 3 - Eve faced all of these, and FAILED 

miserably! 
 Lust of the Flesh - "..saw that the tree was good for food.." 
 NLT - "..its fruit looked delicious.." 
 Lust of the Eyes - "..that it was pleasant to the eyes.." 
 NLT - "She saw that the tree was beautiful.." 
 Pride of Life - "..and a tree desirable to make one wise.." 
 NLT - "..she wanted the wisdom it would give her." 
 
◦ Matt 4 - Jesus faced all of these, and 

TRIUMPHED victoriously! 
 Lust of the Flesh - "..tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
 Lust of the Eyes - "..showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel 
down and worship me.” 

 Pride of Life - "..took him..to the highest point of the Temple, and 
said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures 
say,‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold 
you up.." 

 
• The ultimate source of THESE things is NOT the Lord...it's the 

enemy: SATAN! 
◦ Most people look for a coffee shop with free Wi-Fi and get annoyed if 

that service isn’t provided. So many places offer free Wi-Fi; a 
Canadian coffee shop tried the opposite approach. The Faraday Café 
was built to repel and jam cell phone signals and was the first such 
shop in the world to try and deliberately create a wireless “black 



hole.” The owner worked with engineers to create what is known as a 
Faraday cage around the shop to turn away signals from the outside. 
The owner, Julien Thomas said he felt that digital technology had 
developed so quickly that people have not really had a chance to 
think about the etiquette or ethics around their use. Thomas hoped to 
help his customers feel what casual life was like without a constant 
Internet connection.....Unfortunately, the shop closed after a couple 
of weeks. 

 
III. The DESTINATION of the World. 
"And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 
God abides forever." 
• NLT - "And this world is fading away, along with everything that 

people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live 
forever." 

 
• In their book "Happiness: Unlocking the Mysteries of Psychological 

Wealth", Ed Diener and his son Robert Biswas-Diener claim that happiness 
comes apart from money or material goods. Ed is a psychology professor at 
the University of Illinois and Robert is a psychologist and lecturer at Portland 
State University. Their research has shown that “though money helps 
people lead more comfortable lives, it doesn’t necessarily contribute 
to the moments in life that bring happiness—which tend to come from 
social interactions and activities, not from accumulating material 
goods.” “When you look at the entire world, money does matter,” Diener 
says. “But it almost doesn’t matter at all for enjoying life.” 

 
• Rev 21:1,5 NLT - "Now I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away...He who sat on the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

 
• 2 Pet 3:10-13 NLT - "..the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. 

Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very 
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on 
it will be found to deserve judgment. 11 Since everything around us is going 
to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live...On that 
day, He will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the 
flames. 13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he 
has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness." 

 
• Mt 16:26 NLT - "..what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 

his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Why 
would you sacrifice the ETERNAL for the TEMPORARY?) 

 
SOME APPLICATIONS: 



• Do you realize now what the Word's System is truly MADE OF?? (L/L/P) 
• Do you believe the WORLD is BETTER for you than what Jesus offers?? 
• Are you COMPROMISING with the world....or CONQUERING the world thru 

Christ?? 
• Are you RECEIVING this world's system... or REJECTING it by honoring 

Jesus?? 
• Which one are YOU living for RIGHT NOW?? (T3) Will YOU change today??  
Mt 6:33 - "Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he 
will give you everything you need." 


