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Lesson Title: Misdirected Zeal

Key Verses: Romans 10:1-4 (NKJV)

Summary

The sermon addresses the concept of misdirected zeal, emphasizing the importance of
aligning one's passionate beliefs and actions with biblical principles and God's kingdom
rather than political ideologies or societal norms. It urges believers to focus on salvation
and God's righteousness, prioritizing their faith over nationalism or progressivism.

Key Takeaways

1.Zeal without proper knowledge or direction can be harmful.

2.We must prioritize God's kingdom over nationalism, political parties, or social
movements.

3.Salvation and leading others to Christ should be our primary focus.

4.We are called to love everyone, including our enemies and those with different
beliefs.

5.0ur ultimate citizenship is in heaven, not any earthly nation

Important definitions:

1. Zeal:
Described as heat or ardor, zeal is a profound expression that comes from moral
disapproval and convictions against wrongdoing. It's a passionate enthusiasm to do

things, and can encompass righteous jealousy—a protective rather than an envious
jealousy.

2. Misdirected Zeal:
Misdirected zeal is when one's intense passion is aimed at the wrong things or

priorities, such as valuing tradition over scripture or earthly power over spiritual
matters.



3. Christian Nationalism:
An ideology that merges American and Christian identities. It suggests that being a true
American means being a Christian and that certain political positions must be affirmed to be
a real Christian. It can lead to the idolization of the nation over spiritual convictions.

4. Progressive Christianity:
A movement that emphasizes social justice, inclusivity, and personal spiritual experience
over strict adherence to traditional doctrine. It may involve reevaluating traditional doctrines

and prioritizing current understandings over biblical texts

Discussion Questions:

1. The sermon mentioned three influential groups from Jesus' time: Pharisees, Sadducees,
and Zealots. How do you see similar mindsets manifesting in today's society or church?

2. Reflect on this statement: "Being an American is not synonymous with being a Christian.”
How does this challenge or affirm your understanding of faith and citizenship?

3. How can we cultivate a zeal for heaven and eternal things in a world that constantly pulls
our focus towards earthly concerns?

4. How can we ensure that our primary focus remains on salvation and God's kingdom

rather than getting caught up in less important issues?

Practical Applications

1. Scripture Focus: Spend time meditating on Philippians 3:17-21. How can you cultivate a
greater focus on your heavenly citizenship?

2. Examine Your Zeal: Take time this week to reflect on what you're most passionate about.
Is your zeal aligned with God's priorities as outlined in Scripture?

3. Salvation Priority: Look for an opportunity this week to share the gospel or invite
someone to church, remembering that salvation is the ultimate goal.



