) A HOUSE OF PRAYER

Lesson Title: A House of Prayer

Key Verses: Mark 11:17 (NKJV)

Summary

The sermon emphasizes the importance of the church as a "house of prayer" where
individuals can genuinely encounter God, stressing that the true essence of the church
remains rooted in prayer, righteousness, and the transformative power of God's presence.

Key Takeaways

1. The church should be a place where people experience God personally.

2.God's house is meant to be for all nations and people, regardless of background.
3.The church should be a den of the righteous, not a den of thieves.

4.God's power should flow in His house, resulting in healing and transformation.

Important Highlights

1. The Church's Role: The speaker emphasizes that the church is not an institution
made by man, but by Jesus. Although no church is perfect due to its human
members, it remains God's chosen method for spreading His word and saving
sinners. The church should be a pillar and ground of truth and should help
individuals encounter God.

2. Inclusivity: The sermon stresses that the church is meant for all people,
regardless of background, ethnicity, or previous actions. It recalls the reference to
Isaiah 56, indicating God's intention for His house to be a place of prayer for all
nations, symbolizing inclusivity and diversity within the body of Christ.



Discussion Questions:

1. How can we ensure that our churches truly function as 'houses of prayer for all nations' as
Jesus intended, and what might that look like in practice?

2. Discuss the concept of the church being a "den of the righteous." How do we balance
being welcoming to all while maintaining a standard of righteousness?

3. In what ways might our personal 'temples' (our lives) need cleansing, and how can we
invite Jesus to do that work in us?

4. What does it mean to have a ‘fidelity to the Bible' like Jesus did, and how can we cultivate
that in our own lives?

Practical Applications

1. For this month, c ommit to spending time in prayer before coming to church, asking God
to help you encounter Him personally during the service.

2. Identify one way you can make someone from a different background feel more welcome
in your church or small group.

3. If you've been hurt by church experiences in the past, consider sharing with the group and
allowing them to pray for your healing and restoration.




