ABRAHAM: Growing Strong in Faith

Death of a Princess
Genesis 23
Sunday, September 24, 2017
Dr. Josh Branum, Family Pastor

We grieve as those with to grieve.
Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.
And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of
Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for
her. (vv. 1-2)

Do not let your adorning be external — the braiding of hair and the
putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear — but let your
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God'’s sight is very
precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used
to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her
children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is
frightening. (1 Peter 3:3-6)

We grieve as those of this
And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites,
“I am a sojourner and foreigner among you.” (V. 3-4)

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised,
but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.
For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they
had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it



is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore,
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for
them a city. (Hebrews 11:13-16)

We grieve as those with in the
of God.

The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham as
property for a burying place by the Hittites. (v. 20)

The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift
up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward
and southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that
you see | will give to you and to your offspring forever. | will make
your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the
dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. Arise, walk
through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to
you.” (Genesis 13:14-17)

Legend:
We grieve as those with real reasons to grieve.

We grieve as those not of this world.
We grieve as those with faith in the promises of God.
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