Dilemma: Not of This World

June 10 & 11, 2023

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.

BIG IDEA: Culture does not define us, God does.

Daniel 1:3-6 | ® Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring
into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—

4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind
of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s
palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. ° The
king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were
to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.

6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah.

1. Don’t COMPROMISE.

Daniel 1:7-8 | ” The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah,
Abednego. & But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this
way.

2. Face ADVERSITY with INTEGRITY.

Daniel 1:12-13 | "2 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but
vegetables to eat and water to drink. '* Then compare our appearance with that
of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance
with what you see.”

3. Stand out in EXCELLENCE.

Daniel 1:18-20 | '® At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his
service, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. '® The king talked
with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so
they entered the king’s service. % In every matter of wisdom and understanding
about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

How can we stay faithful in the face of adversity in our culture?

NEXT STEP: Commit to attend this series and learn how to stand well in a
culture of compromise.

Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.
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Further Study & Discussion Questions

Getting to Know You:
Can you recall a time in your life you felt like an outcast? Share with the group what feelings or thoughts you
associate with that experience?

Quick Review:

Was there anything about this week’s message that was surprising to you? Was there a specific point or
Scripture that made you want to elbow the person sitting next to you? Or maybe made them want to elbow
you? What was the one thing you remember most from the message?

Digging Deeper:
Read Daniel 1:3-20 (NIV)

Daniel 1:3-20 | | ® Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some
of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— # young men without any physical defect, handsome, show-
ing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace.
He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. ® The king assigned them a daily amount of
food and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the
king’s service. ¢ Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

" The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael,
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. & But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. ® Now God had caused the official to show favor
and compassion to Daniel, ° but the official told Daniel, “| am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food
and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my
head because of you.” ' Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah, 2 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to
drink. ® Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants
in accordance with what you see.” " So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. *® At the end of the ten days
they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. ® So the guard took
away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. ' To these four young
men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand vi-
sions and dreams of all kinds. ™® At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. *° The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 2 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about
which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole
kingdom.

How does the world typically address adversity in life? What might it ook like to face adversity with integrity
and a Biblical worldview?

Why do you think it's easy for Christians today to succumb to cultural norms and customs? How can you
practically stand firm and not compromise on Biblical principles?

Application:
Commit to listening to all five messages in this series. Identify areas in your life you might be open to
compromising in. Begin to actively pray!

Jesus, reveal in me the areas of my life where | am susceptible to compromise. | ask you to give me
strength and the ability to stand firm in the truth in your Word.



