Find Your Seat: Find a Seat at the Table

May 20 & 21, 2023

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.

BIG IDEA: God invites us all to His table.

Luke 14:16-24 | '® Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and
invited many guests. ' At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ '® “But they all alike
began to make excuses. The first said, ‘| have just bought a field, and | must go and
see it. Please excuse me.’ '® “Another said, ‘| have just bought five yoke of oxen, and
I’'m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 2° “Still another said, ‘I just got
married, so | can’t come.’ 2! “The servant came back and reported this to his master.
Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly
into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind
and the lame.’ 22 “Sir,” the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there
is still room.” 2 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country
lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. 2* | tell you, not one
of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”

1. God prepared a place at the table for YOU. (v.17)

Luke 22:14-15 | '* When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the
table. ' And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with
you before | suffer.

2. Remove all EXCUSES and PRIORITIZE God. (v.18-20)

Luke 14:26 | “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person can-
not be my disciple.

3. You must ACCEPT the invitation. (v.24)

NEXT STEP: Take your seat at the table.

Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.
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Further Study & Discussion Questions

Getting to Know You:
What is the greatest invitation you have ever received? Did you accept it immediately? Were you ever invited to
something special but declined? What did you miss out on? Would you go back and change it if you could?

Quick Review:

Was there anything about this week’'s message that was surprising to you? Was there a specific point or Scripture
that made you want to elbow the person sitting next to you? Or maybe made them want to elbow you? What was
the one thing you remember most from the message?

Digging Deeper:
1. Read John 14:1-14.

John 14:1-14 | 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am. 4 You know the
way to the place where | am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip,
even after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,
‘Show us the Father'? 10 Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you |
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when | say
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly
I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because | am going to the Father. 13 And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in

the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.

Does this give you further assurance that God has a place in eternity for you? What does this say about His
desire to have a relationship with each of us? He has a place in Heaven for us, what about now on Earth?

2. Read Luke 14:1-14.

Luke 14:1-14 | 1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully
watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees
and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man,
he healed him and sent him on his way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on
the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to say. 7 When he noticed how the guests
picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do
not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited
both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least import-
ant place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend,
move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When
you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if
you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of

the righteous.”
What does this tell us about WHO Jesus invites to His table? What is the lesson there for us?
Application:
1. Take an inventory of the people and the things you are putting before Jesus. Are there things that need to be
moved down the list to make room for Him? What things/people are keeping you from Him?

Jesus, help me to accept your invitation to be in community with you. Help me see where | need to better
prioritize. Make it clear to me who and what | am positioning before You.



