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The Nature of the Bible:

-  Authoritative
| **-Authentlc

|||||

- . *Accurate
® "» Accessible/Applicable




| The Bible Is Authoritative

. _—

Internal Evidence

w of the Lord is perfect, reviving the
of the Lord is sure, maklng wise the
simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejmcmg the
heart; t mmandment of the Lord is pure,
- enlightening the eyes.”




Who Wrote
the Bible—
God or Man?

Answer: YES!

How Did God
Inspire the
Bible?



Theories of Inspiration:

* [llumination
The reader, not the author
is inspired




Theories of Inspiration:

e [llumination

* Dictation
The authors were
automatons




Theories of Inspiration:

 [llumination
e Dictation

* Dynamic
Thoughts/themes inspired,
but not words




Theories of Inspiration:

° lllumination
* Dictation
* Dynamic

*Verbal Plenary
“Every word” inspired




The Bible Is Authentic

Credibility of the Text




The validity of ancient
documents are judged by two
criteria:

-The number of copies

-The age of copies closest to
the original



Number of Copies

*Livy’'s Roman History- 20 copies
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Number of Copies

*Livy’'s Roman History- 20 copies

e Caesar’s Gallic Wars- 9 copies

e Herodotus’ History- 8 copies

* New Testament- over 5,000 copies
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Age of Copies (closest to the original)

e Caesar’s Gallic Wars (58-50 B.C.)- 900 yrs

* Tacitus’ Histories, 14 vol. (105 A.D.)- 900 yrs
* Herodotus’ History (440 B.C.)- 1,300 yrs

* Writings of Plato (ca. 380 B.C.)- 1,300 yrs

* New Testament- about 35 years



Rylands Papyrus
(John 18)

Chester Beatty
Collection
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Dead Sea Scrolls



The Bible Is Authentic

Credibility of the Author




The Bible Is
Accurate
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Arguments Against Inerrancy

* No original autographs




Arguments Against Inerrancy

* No original autographs
* Discrepancies in the Scripture




Arguments for Inerrancy

 God’s character




Arguments for Inerrancy

 God’s character
 Scriptural affirmations




Arguments for Inerrancy
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* Church History




Arguments for Inerrancy

* God’s character
 Scriptural affirmations
* Church History

* Authority Problem




10,000,000,000,000,000,000
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The Bible Is Accessible and
Applicable
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