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Suffering, But Not In Vain 
 

Big Idea 
The suffering of Jesus, is Jesus on Mission 

 
Isaiah 53:7-9 

 

If appears on the surface that the Servant  
has suffered in vain. 

 
No one seemed to recognize what Jesus  

was actually doing. 
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Acts 8:26-40 
 

As they rode along, they came to some water,  
and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! 

Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the  
carriage to stop, and they went down into the  
water, and Philip baptized him.   -Acts 8:36-38 

 
 

 

 

 

Lamb to slaughter: 
This is the picture of the Lamb in Revelation, “looking 

as if it had been slain” (Revelation 5:6) 
 

He did not open his mouth: 
Jesus did not respond to the charges of the 

Sanhedrin (Mark 14:60-61) nor to the questions  
of Pilate (Mark 15:4-5) and Herod (Luke 23:8-9). 

 
 



Study Questions 
 
1. What stood out to you, challenged you, or encouraged 
you from Sunday’s sermon/service? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you think today’s Isaiah text says about a 
Christian’s speaking? About remaining silent? In what 
circumstances? (Proverbs 10:13-14, 20-21) 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What effect did these verses have on Philip? How might 
we use these verses powerfully in someone else’s life? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Read 1 Peter 2:21-25. How do these verses connect to the 
Isaiah passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What does Christ’s suffering mean for us today? What 
does it mean for our future? 
 


