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Revelation 15-16 “The Seven Bowl Judgments and Armageddon” 
             9.12.18 
Tonight we’re talking about Armageddon. When you hear that word…what do you think of? Most 
people think of the End…the End of Time…or the Apocalypse! When I Googled the word…I got a 
lot of this… 

 Lots of pictures 

about movies made about Armageddon. That got me digging to see how many movies have been 
made about Armageddon. Take a look at the number of movies: Here are the movies from Pre-
1950, then the 50’s and 60’s. 
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As you can see, the number of movies about Armageddon continues to increase through the 
years. In other words, there is a lot of interest about the End times and Armageddon! Hollywood 
has made billions on Armageddon through the years and if the Lord tarries His coming, there will 

be many more billions made off of Armageddon. When will Armageddon happen? 
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Remember, there will come a day when the church, God’s children, the saved will be raptured off 
of this earth in the twinkling of an eye to meet the Lord Jesus in the air, where we’ll be taken to 
heaven. After this event occurs, a period of seven years known as the Tribulation period will be 
ushered in.  There will be a man that will rise to power and bring peace in the Middle East and 
to the world, whom the Bible calls the Antichrist.  

When he signs this peace deal with Israel, God will begin pouring out His wrath on this earth in a 
series of judgments. 

 
The first seven are called the seal judgments. These judgments are followed by seven trumpet 
judgments. Finally, these seven trumpet judgments will be followed by seven bowl judgments. You 
will remember that with each of these judgments there is greater and greater devastation on 
the earth and its inhabitants and ultimately time on this earth as we know it will end at the 
conclusion of the battle or campaign of Armageddon. 

 
Revelation 15:5-8 
5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 6 and out of the 
sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden 
sashes around their chests. 7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 8 and the sanctuary was 
filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary 
until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 
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Revelation 16:1-21 
1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on 
the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast 
and worshiped its image. 3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like 
the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea. 4 The third angel poured out 
his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel in 
charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these 
judgments. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood 
to drink. It is what they deserve!” 7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true 
and just are your judgments!” 8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed 
to scorch people with fire. 9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of 
God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. 10 The fifth angel 
poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People 
gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They 
did not repent of their deeds.  
 
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to 
prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon 
and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits 
like frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the 
whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am 
coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not 
go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon. 17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 
out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was 
on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the 
cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the 
wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be 
found. 21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; 
and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. 

 
Now, I want to reiterate to you why all of this is happening.  God, who is a loving and merciful, 
giving and sacrificial God, and He has given His very best to us in the personhood of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  Yet the world at this time has totally rejected Him.  Therefore, this same loving and 
merciful, giving and caring God must be true to that character and must punish those who reject 
His love and sacrificial mercy.  You see up to this point in time, God has been completely merciful 
to mankind and kept us from experiencing much of His wrath. Might I remind us: This is what was 
done to Jesus because of God’s mercy toward us! 
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God loves people, but it was our sins that put His Son to death on a cross 2,000 years ago.  He 
willingly gave His life for you and for me so that we would not have to experience God’s wrath 
because of the sin that plagues man from birth. 

 
Last week, we read and learned in chapter 14 about how an angel will spread the gospel to the 
world and give the people alive during this horrific period, the last 3 ½ years, one last chance to 
accept Christ as Savior.  However, most refuse.  Remember, there are some who will be saved 
during the Tribulation period, yet the majority will not accept Christ and will worship and follow the 
Antichrist.  Those that choose to do so are going to face God’s wrath in the form of these last 
seven judgments that are called “bowl judgments.”  Take a look at this picture. 

 
Jesus foretold about this season of time when he said in: 
Matthew 24:21 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until 
now, no, and never will be. 

 
Let’s see the first bowl judgment… 
Revelation 16:2 
2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came 
upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

Did you notice the word “poured.”  It is the same word form used for how God “poured” out His 
Spirit onto the believers at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2.  That “pouring” out of God was the pouring 
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of the blessing of the Holy Spirit, on those who believe. But, this pouring will be an act of God’s 
judgment on those who don’t believe. Remember, all of this is happening after the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period when the Antichrist sets himself up as God of this earth.  

 
He will be commanding a one-world government, economy and religious system.  Also remember, 
only those with the mark of the Antichrist, 666, will be receiving these terrible sores.  For believers 
in Christ (there will be those who have accepted the Lord Jesus through the preaching of the 
144,000 witnesses), they will not be receiving these sores because they are protected by God. 

 
What are these sores?  The Greek word for sores means, “skin ulcers or malignancies of the skin.”   

 
That makes me think of nasty, oozing boils…perhaps cancerous in nature, but certainly painful and 
ugly.  Remember, this same plague was used by God in the Old Testament as a part of the 
Egyptian plagues.  Interestingly, the Egyptian plagues were localized to just the land of Egypt.  
This will be world-wide.  Can you imagine how terrible this will be?  

Can you imagine how the doctor’s offices will be covered up with people wanting to be seen to get 
medicine to get rid of these grotesque sores?  But, nothing will work and they won’t go away, try as 
they may.  Do you know what this says to me?  It tells me that even though we, as humans, may 
try to hide who we really are on the inside from the outside world, there will come a day that people 
will see manifested on the outside what’s really happening on the inside. In the case of the people 
living in this second half of the Tribulation, who refuse to accept Jesus, they will be showing their 
true selves…inside and out.  Truly their bodies will mirror their souls…revealing their spiritual 
infection. 



8 

 

Revelation 16:3-4 
3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, 
and every living thing died that was in the sea. 4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers 
and the springs of water, and they became blood.  

 
Just imagine the scene:  dead fish and sea creatures floating to the surface and washing up on the 
shores of all the continents.  Can you imagine the stench of all the decaying bodies of fish 
discharging such a horrendous smell along the shorelines? Think of W. Kerr Scott! Certainly what 
was left of the fishing industry after the trumpet judgments, will now be destroyed. You may 
remember when we talked about the trumpet judgments in chapter 7 of Revelation how 1/3 of the 
sea turned to blood and 1/3 of the fresh water of the earth turned bitter.  Well, now we see the 
entire water system, both salt and fresh waters will turn to blood.   

 
How will this happen?  I have no idea.  God can just say the word and it will happen.  Jesus spoke 
the word and turned water into wine as His first miracle.  I have no problem believing God can do 
the same in this situation.  He spoke the world and the heavens into existence, so this would be a 
piece of cake. Look at verse 5. This is just!!! 
 
Revelation 16:5-7 
5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who 
was, for you brought these judgments. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!” 7 And I heard the altar saying, 
“Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!” 

Imagine, nothing but blood everywhere and these God-haters will be getting what they asked for. 
And think about this.  What will people do for cooking and for washing and bathing?  Can you 
imagine the chaos?  Talk about water being precious! 70% of the earth’s surface is covered by 
oceans, rivers, lakes and streams.  We even pay for bottled water today!  Don’t you know our great 
grandparents would call us “nuts?!”  Well, now all that water is destroyed.  Imagine the looting and 
rioting just for water.  If you are here and have water, you will have to be armed to keep it. 

Let’s look at bowl number four. 

Revelation 16:8-9 
8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with 
fire. 9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power 
over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. 

 
The consistency of the sun is amazing. Think about it… this morning the sun rose at precisely 7:04 
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am and this evening it will set at exactly 7:36 pm. You can count on it!  

 
It’s 109 times the size of the earth. It’s 10,000 degrees on the surface and a whopping 27 million 
degrees at its core. The sun produces light and heat for us according to the seasons. And I’m 
grateful in that the sun affords a great sense of security. You can set your clock by the sunrise and 
sunset. But, did you know if the sun were to move just 100,000 miles further away from the earth, 
this planet would turn into a block of ice?  And conversely, if the sun were to move 100,000 miles 
closer, we’d be scorched.  Well, something like this is going to happen in the second half of the 
Tribulation when this bowl of God’s judgment is poured out. See the bottom picture… 

 
You talk about global warming!  The human race is going to contend with a sun-induced heat wave 
the like of which has never been seen in the history of the world.  People are literally going to be so 
sunburned…as if scorched by fire. The hospitals will be full of people with 3rd degree burns.  But, 
do the people repent?  No, the Bible says, “They cursed the name of God and refused to repent 
and glorify him.”  Wow!!  The prophet Isaiah foretold this day and said:  “Therefore a curse 
consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth's inhabitants are burned up, 
and very few are left.”  The prophet Malachi prophesied: 
 
Malachi 4:1-3 
1“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 
rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall 
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, 
says the Lord of hosts. 

What we see here in Rev 14 illustrates the most severe rebellion and hostility to God found 
anywhere in the annals of human history! Now the fifth bowl.  Look at verse 10. 
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Revelation 16:10-11 
10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 
darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain 
and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.  

Some scholars believe this is a special judgment that is centered just on the headquarters of the 
Antichrist in Jerusalem. But, as for me…I believe there will be darkness over the entire earth… We 
just saw this in Matthew 27 as Jesus hung on the cross in darkness from 12 noon to 3 pm.  

I believe the Antichrist’s KINGDOM will be in total darkness and that kingdom covers the entire 
earth. But, yet again, even in all of this, did you see what the people were doing?  They gnawed on 
their tongues because of the pain of their sores and burns, yet they cursed God and refused to 
repent of what they had done! they are totally hardened. Listen, I’m convinced if people won’t 
respond to the mercy and to His goodness in the Age of Grace…they certainly won’t under His 
judgment. Now, the sixth bowl judgment is the set-up for the campaign of Armageddon. 

Revelation 16:12-16 
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to 
prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon 
and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits 
like frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the 
whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am 
coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not 
go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon. 

Take a look at this map. 

 
You’ll see the Euphrates River in the center of the map. It is the eastern border of the Promised 
Land that was promised by God and given to Abraham. The Euphrates is about 1,800 miles long 
and so large that it forms a natural barrier against the armies of the world. But, when the sixth bowl 
judgment is poured out, God will dry up this massive river and make a way for the “kings of the 
East” for war! 
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These armies will gather and move across this dried up riverbed to the Valley of Megiddo called 
Armageddon. 

 
It’s in the plain of Esdraelon, also known as the Jezreel Valley. See the red circle. 

 
It’s just south of Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth. It’s so interesting, Jesus walked through this valley 
on His way back and forth teaching during His 3 year ministry. This valley is 20 miles long and 14 
miles wide and is surrounded by mountains and it’s going to be the staging area for the Antichrist’s 
armies that will gather to fight against Israel. The kings and military leaders of the earth will be 
seduced by Satan’s demonic forces (these unclean spirits, demonic spirits tricking the people with 
false signs)…convincing them to come to fight against Israel. But ultimately these armies will turn 
to fight against the Lord Jesus as He returns to the earth And we’ll see this once we get to 
Revelation 19. 

Now, the last bowl.  

Revelation 16:17-21 
17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so 
great was that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of 
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his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21 And great 
hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God 
for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. 

 
What have we seen? 

 
Painful sores, water turned to blood, excruciating heat causing searing burns, darkness…the 
drying of the Euphrates River to prepare the nations of the world for Armageddon and now finally 
this last judgment and no angel pronounces this judgment…the Lord Himself pronounces this 
judgment in a loud voice shouting, “It is done!” Remember, Jesus said “It is Finished” as He paid 
for our sins on the cross.  Remember there was a great earthquake that occurred that day in 
Jerusalem. Remember it was then that the curtain in the temple that separated God from 
humankind was torn into by God…giving us access to Him without having to go through a priest or 
preacher.  
 
The 7th bowl brings another earthquake…the world’s most devastating earthquake. Church, this 
earthquake will bring total geologic upheaval of the basic arrangement of the islands and 
mountains of the earth.  The Bible says, “Every island fled away and the mountains could not be 
found.”  Scholars tell us this massive earthquake will trigger worldwide chaos…tsunamis that will 
destroy cities along our coastlines like New York, San Francisco, San Diego, Seattle, Miami and 
New Jersey. 

And there will be great hailstones that weigh 100 pounds each.  The upheaval from the earthquake 
triggers volcanic eruptions, which send ash in the sky and this causes massive storms with these 
hailstones. The topography of the earth as we know it will never be the same again. And what do 
the people do? The last verse of the chapter tells us: 

Revelation 16:21 
21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they 
cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. 

 
They cursed God!  Amazing isn’t it?  This is the third time we’ve read these words today.   
 
Church, it’s so sad…the hardness of the unsaved, the unregenerate heart. You would think they 
would cry out to God for help, but they don’t. And so, now it’s over for these people…they will soon 
be standing before the Great White Throne Judgment… And that will be… 
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We typically see this at the end of a movie…it let’s everyone know that we’re at the end of the 
movie.  

 
This is what’s coming! Are you ready? Listen, I believe there is one thing the Lord wants us to 
know…we don’t have to experience God’s wrath. Because Jesus took our sin and our wrath… 

 
Oh, we can experience His wonderful and amazing grace, because Jesus took God’s wrath upon 
Himself on the cross and drank the bitter cup so that we wouldn’t have to. If you don’t know 
Jesus…would you please call on Him tonight!  


