
Summary

This sermon explores the nature of faith through scientific and 
biblical perspectives, emphasizing that faith is a catalyst that 
transforms our hopes into reality. The pastor's father, with 50 years 
of ministry experience, explains how faith works by comparing it to 
scientific catalysts and the Higgs boson particle, which he calls 'the 
God particle.' The message reveals that there are only five things we 
can hope for: rhema (God's spoken word), promises from Scripture, 
needs, desires, and lagniappe (God's bonus blessings). Faith requires 
an atmosphere of godly characteristics like love, mercy, and humility 
to function properly, with obedience serving as the 'battery' that 
activates faith to produce believing and trusting.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with grateful hearts, thanking You 
for Your faithfulness and the gift of faith You've placed within us. 
As we gather together today, we ask that You would open our hearts and 
minds to receive what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to 
Your Spirit and to understand how faith truly works in our lives. 
Remove any barriers of doubt or unbelief, and create in us a hunger to 
grow deeper in our relationship with You. We surrender our 
preconceived notions and ask that You would speak to each of us 
individually through our time together. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's one thing you believed in as a child that seemed impossible to 
others but turned out to be true or meaningful in your life?

Key Verses

Hebrews 11:3
Hebrews 11:1
Galatians 5:6
Psalm 37:4
Matthew 6:33
John 1:3

Questions

- How does understanding faith as a 'catalyst' change the way you 
approach prayer and believing God for something?
- The sermon mentions that there are only five things we can hope for. 
Which of these five (rhema, promises, needs, desires, lagniappe) do 
you find yourself hoping for most often?
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Which of these five (rhema, promises, needs, desires, lagniappe) do 
you find yourself hoping for most often?
- Why do you think an atmosphere of Godly characteristics (mercy, 
peace, joy, humility) is necessary for faith to work effectively?
- The message states that 'your unbelief is stronger than the power of 
God.' How have you seen unbelief limit what God wants to do in your 
life or others' lives?
- What role does obedience play as the 'battery' that activates faith? 
Can you share an example of when obedience led to a breakthrough in 
your life?
- How does the concept of pleading with God (using reasoning, 
persistence, shamelessness, and urgency) challenge or encourage your 
current prayer life?
- The sermon contrasts scientific theories about creation with 
biblical faith. How do you handle questions or doubts about faith when 
faced with opposing worldviews?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific area where you need to exercise 
faith. Create an 'atmosphere of faith' around that situation by 
surrounding yourself with godly characteristics like love, peace, and 
humility. Practice pleading with God using biblical reasons why He 
should answer your prayer, and take one step of obedience that 
demonstrates your faith in action. Keep a journal of how you see faith 
working as a catalyst in this situation.

Key Takeaways

- Faith is a catalyst that transforms the things we hope for into 
reality, requiring an atmosphere of godly characteristics to function 
properly
- There are only five things we can hope for: rhema (God's spoken 
word), biblical promises, our needs, our desires, and lagniappe (God's 
bonus blessings)
- Obedience serves as the 'battery' that activates faith, while love 
energizes faith to work effectively
- Pleading with God involves reasoning, relentless persistence, 
shamelessness, and urgency, which builds our own faith as we present 
our case
- Unbelief can be stronger than God's power in our lives, creating 
negative atmospheres that hinder faith from working

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing to us the mystery of how faith 
works in our lives. We ask that You would help us create atmospheres 
of faith filled with Your love, peace, and godly characteristics. Give 
us the courage to be obedient when You call us to step out in faith, 
even when we can't see the full picture. Help us to plead with You 
boldly, knowing that You are a good Father who wants to give good 
gifts to Your children. Remove any unbelief from our hearts and 
replace it with unwavering trust in Your promises. May our faith be 
activated to produce believing and trusting that brings glory to Your 
name. We commit to walking in faith this week, knowing that You are 
faithful to complete the good work You've started in us. In Jesus' 
mighty name, Amen.



Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing to us the mystery of how faith 
works in our lives. We ask that You would help us create atmospheres 
of faith filled with Your love, peace, and godly characteristics. Give 
us the courage to be obedient when You call us to step out in faith, 
even when we can't see the full picture. Help us to plead with You 
boldly, knowing that You are a good Father who wants to give good 
gifts to Your children. Remove any unbelief from our hearts and 
replace it with unwavering trust in Your promises. May our faith be 
activated to produce believing and trusting that brings glory to Your 
name. We commit to walking in faith this week, knowing that You are 
faithful to complete the good work You've started in us. In Jesus' 
mighty name, Amen.


