Right in the Eye
Part 2—How to Fail in Your Faith

1 Corinthians 10:11—11All these things happened to them as
examples—as object lessons to us—to warn us against doing
the same things; they were written down so that we could
read about them and learn from them . .. (TLB,
Paraphrased)

Numbers 33:55-56—55But if you fail to drive out the people
who live in the land, those who remain will be like splinters
in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will harass you
in the land where you live. 56And I will do to you what I had
planned to do to them. (NLT)

Hebrews 4:11—11So let us do our best to enter that rest. But
if we disobey God, as the people of Israel did, we will fall.
(NLT)

Autopsy of a Backslide

1. They Their Worship.

Deuteronomy 7:1-6—1“When the Lord your God brings you
into the land you are about to enter and occupy, he will clear
away many nations ahead of you: the Hittites, Girgashites,
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.
These seven nations are greater and more numerous than
you. 2When the Lord your God hands these nations over to
you and you conquer them; you must completely destroy
them. Make no treaties with them and show them no mercy.
3You must not intermarry with them. Do not let your
daughters and sons marry their sons and daughters, 4for
they will lead your children away from me to worship other
gods. Then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and

he will quickly destroy you. °This is what you must do. You
must break down their pagan altars and shatter their sacred
pillars. Cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols.
6For you are a holy people, who belong to the Lord your God.
Of all the people on earth, the Lord your God has chosen you
to be his own special treasure. (NLT)

Leviticus 23:3—3You have six days each week for your
ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of
complete rest, an official day for holy assembly. It is the
Lord’s Sabbath day, and it must be observed wherever you
live. (NLT)

2. They Their Convictions.

Judges 2:11—!1The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight and
served the images of Baal. (NLT) [See also 3:7, 3:12, 4:1,
6:1, 10:6, and 13:1]

1 Corinthians 15:33—33Don’t fool yourselves. Bad friends
will destroy you. (CEV)

1 John 2:15—15Don’t love the world’s ways, Don’t love the
world’s goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the
Father. (MSG)

1 Corinthians 10:23—23Some of you say, “We can do
whatever we want to!” But I tell you that not everything may
be good or helpful. (CEV)




James 4:4—*You adulterers! Don’t you realize that
friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say
it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make
yourself an enemy of God. (NLT)

3. They Their Devotion.

Judges 2:17—!7Yet Israel did not listen to the judges but
prostituted themselves by worshiping other gods. How
quickly they turned away from the path of their ancestors,
who had walked in obedience to the Lord’s commands. (NLT)

How to Turn Back to God

Revelation 2:4-5—*But I do have something against you! And
it is this: You don’t have as much love as you used to. 5Think
about where you have fallen from, and then turn back and
do as you did at first. If you don’t turn back, I will come and
take away your lampstand. (CEV)

Action Step . ..

e Rebellion & Rescue: A 22-day reading plan through the
Book of Judges https:/ /www.bible.com /reading-
plans/25508-rebellion-a-study-in-judges
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