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Have you ever questioned God before in your life? Have you ever found yourself saying something like, "You know, if I 
were God, I would have done it this way. If you haven't already come to that point in your life, I promise you will come 
to that point in your life where you will believe that somehow in your masterful wisdom and understanding, you know 
better than God. 
I unfortunately have to admit before you that there have been times in my life, even with my limited scope of 
knowledge and understanding that sometimes I feel I know better than God." You see, when we go through difficult 
seasons, sometimes we don't see the reason for that season that we go through, sometimes for years. There are even 
experiences that you and I will go through that on this side of eternity, we will never understand exactly why we had to 
experience what we experienced. 
You see, for my wife and I, this time showed up very early in our lives. We had been married for almost two years, and 
my wife and I decided that it was time to start a family. And of course, when I say my wife and I, I mean my wife. You 
see, I was okay at the time not having kids. I was enjoying young, married life, and I had a new job and just the 
adventure of living. My wife, on the other hand, wanted nothing more in this world than to be a mom. 
So after about 8 to 10 months of trying to get pregnant and not getting pregnant, Carolyn told me that we should go get 
checked out. Now, I didn't know what this meant, but it didn't sound fun. And so I was a little skeptical, and I said, "Are 
you sure? It's only been 8 to 10 months. You know It's okay. It's not a big deal." But once again, a woman's intuition 
proved to be correct. For the next six years, my wife and I would struggle with what the doctors would call unexplained 
infertility. Now, again, for me, it was not that big of a deal. 
I was enjoying life. I enjoyed the time that we were spending together. But for my wife, Carolyn, it was often 
debilitating. And so for the next few years, we would ask this question, "Why? Why are we going through this? Why are 
we experiencing this? Why is this happening to us?" And so as the spiritual leader, I was the youth pastor at the time. I 
thought I should be able to answer this question for my wife. I am going to explain why this is happening to us. 
Now, of course, we wanted something or someone to blame, but I tried to reassure her, "You know what? We just live 
in a fallen world and that because of sin, stuff like this just happens." Now, this made me feel better, but for her, it did 
not. That would be a trend as we continue, right, in marriage. You see, I thought about that answer, this idea that 
sometimes we just live in a fallen world, and it just is what it is, and we have to experience it. 
As time would go on, by making that statement, I realized I was incorrect because by saying that, I was taking away the 
sovereignty of God, by just believing, "Eh, it just happens." And as difficult as it was for me to accept and as difficult as it 
was for my wife to accept, we had to change the answer to the why question. My answer had to become because God 
wants it that way. 
Now, if you struggle with that answer, I'm glad because it makes you human. We don't deal with that very well. Why 
would God want us to struggle? Why would He want us to go through pain? Is it true that the difficult season I'm going 
through right now, maybe whatever you're experiencing, that God is actually the one behind that happening, as hard as 
it is to believe or to want that to be true, I believe that our story that we're going to look at today is going to confirm 
that truth, that God is in charge. 
So if you have your Bibles, I encourage you to open up with me to John chapter 9 verse 1. We're continuing in our series 
that we've been calling the Word became flesh as we work our way through the gospel of John. In John chapter 9, he is 
going to pivot quite a bit from where we left off last week in John chapter 8. At the end of John chapter 8, Jesus was 
having a conversation with those who believed him, and the conversation got a little tense to the point that they were 
trying to stone him, and John tells us that he just slipped away. 
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We don't know how that happens, but he slipped away. And so now when we get into John 9:1, we're certainly at 
another day, maybe even another month. We're down the road from that taking place. And today, we're actually only 
going to make it a third of the way through John chapter 9. We're going to spend three weeks in John chapter 9 because 
I love this story and there is so much that we can learn from it. So if you haven't already, open to John chapter 9 verse 1 
and we're going to pray and then we will jump in. 
Heavenly Father, there are certainly people in this room. There are people watching online, people listening on the radio 
right now at this moment that are experiencing a difficult season in life. And like all of us, they have asked the question, 
"Why?" They've asked why. Lord, I pray that in the next few moments that you would provide encouragement, that you 
would provide peace, that you would provide comfort. 
But even more important than all of those things, I pray that you would draw us close to you, that our trust and our faith 
in you would grow, even in our difficult seasons. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. John chapter 9:1, we read, "As Jesus 
went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth." Now, I'm going to stop after every verse because as I read 
these stories, I try to reconstruct them in our minds and in my mind. 
And so I imagine Jesus and disciples walking along, and they come across this man, and I have to ask the question, how 
did they know that he was blind from birth and not just blind from an accident or something else? We don't have the 
answer to that question, but maybe there was some kind of physical difference in his face that you could tell this was 
something that had happened from birth. It wasn't just an accident. Or maybe we know that he was blind from birth 
because John knew that as the story would go on, and so he just gives us that information ahead of time. 
Regardless of whether they can physically see it or they just find that out, we know that it isn't a coincidence that this 
man is born blind. We also know that it's not just by chance that Jesus and His disciples happen to run into this blind 
man. We will be reminded as we continue in this story that nothing happens by chance, that God is orchestrating His 
plan. This is a divine meeting that was scheduled even before this blind man was born. 
From the beginning of time, this was to take place in John chapter 9. Let's go on to verse 2. His disciples asked him, 
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Now, doesn't this seem like a strange question to 
ask? As I was picturing this in my mind, I imagine that they're close enough to each other and the blind man standing 
there going, "You know, I'm blind, but I'm not deaf." you know Like, "What do you mean I sinned or my parents sinned? 
Why do you even think that this is my fault, that I got myself in this situation?" So as I read this, I wonder, is this an 
assumption that most Jews held at the time? And if so, if this was an assumption that all of our difficulties or struggles 
were because of our sin, is there any truth to that assumption that all of our struggles are because of our sin? Can we 
experience physical sickness due to our sin? 
Well, the answer to that question is yes, at least to a certain extent. You see, you go back to the book of Genesis and you 
understand that when God created mankind, it was perfect. There was no pain, no death, no suffering, none of that in 
the world. And so obviously, our sin has brought that into creation. And so in some ways, at least to, again, a small 
extent, death and suffering and pain is because of sin. 
Therefore, it's not implausible to blame some of our suffering on our sin or the sins of others. But we have to use 
caution when we do that. We may want to look for someone else or something else to blame, like my wife and I tried 
with our infertility, but it's not a good practice. And Jesus is going to share why, because not all of our difficult seasons 
can be blamed on sin. Look at this. Verse 3. 
Jesus's answer, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus. "But this happened, him being born blind, so that 
the works of God might be displayed in Him." God is in control of every situation, even those which seem bad from our 
perspective. Some of our pain and difficulty can be for the purpose of God receiving glory. 
Some of our pain is not because of our sin or somebody else's sin. Some of our pain could possibly be so that God could 
receive glory. Now, I want you to put yourself in the shoes of this blind man. I do believe he is standing here, hearing this 
conversation taking place, and now you discover your whole life you have been blind for the main reason, the purpose is 
so that your story could be recorded in John chapter 9. Would that make you feel any better? 
I don't know that it would make me feel any better in that moment. Would it be easier to go through that? Think about 
your own life, whatever you're experiencing now. Would it be easier for you to go through what you are going through 
now if you knew the sole purpose was to bring glory to God? What if there was no one to blame? What if it wasn't 
anybody's fault? What if it wasn't just random or bad luck? You see, we all want to experience a miracle, but no one 
wants to be the person in need of one. 
I've always said, "I want to experience a miracle. God, it would be awesome if you could help me experience a miracle." 
And then I had to realize, "Well, that means that I need a miracle." I don't know that I want that. Let's go on to verse 4. 
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"As long as it is day," Jesus said, "We must do the works of Him who sent me. For night is coming when no one can 
work." This is an interesting statement. 
Fortunately for us, I mean, we've just wrapped up John chapter 8, and so we know that Jesus has said, "I am the light of 
the world," understanding that it's day we have to do the works of Him who sent Jesus. But he says a day is 
approaching. There is a time that is coming where night will be here. So what is this night that Jesus refers to? 
Is this a time when miracles can't take place because maybe the power of the Spirit is taken away from us as human 
beings, and so we don't see miracles happen? Was he just referring to the time after he was resurrected, but the Holy 
Spirit isn't given yet at the Day of Pentecost. And so there's this time of night when Jesus is with the Father, but the 
Spirit hasn't been given yet? 
Or was he referring to a time in the future as some theologians believe when the Spirit and all believers will be taken 
from this planet? Is that the night that he is referring to? I honestly don't know the answer. It could be one of those 
three or it could be none of those three, but the night definitely means the presence of Jesus is gone. We go on to verse 
5. 
"While I am in the world," he says again, "I am the light of the world." Do you recognize that the only thing keeping us 
from darkness is the Spirit of Jesus Christ? The only thing keeping us from darkness is the Spirit of Jesus Christ. You and I 
cannot fathom a world that is absent of the goodness of God. I hear all the time people saying, "Oh, our world is going 
so far away from God and it's so awful. 
All of these bad things are happening and our country is going out of control. You and I cannot comprehend what our 
world would look like without God." We have no idea what God is holding back every moment of every day by His 
presence. Jesus says, "I am the light of the world." Verse 6, "After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud 
with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes." The first question I have is why? 
Really? Why? There's so many other ways that Jesus could have healed this man. We've read about it in Scripture. We 
know that he could just touch it. We know that there's all these ways. Why did he put mud on this man's eyes? 
Sometimes I like to joke with the teenagers and I say, "You know what? There's even miraculous power in the spit of 
Jesus." But was that the reason so that we would know that? Some have heard or even used the phrase, "You know 
what? Just rub some dirt on it." Hey, maybe that works, right? 
Because that's what Jesus is doing here. He's going to rub some mud into it, but maybe there's some truth that we 
should learn here. You see, one of the possible reasons and conclusions that theologians have come to as to why Jesus 
decided to spit in the mud, make mud, put it on his face. We see in the next verse. So let's look at that next verse, verse 
7. "Go," Jesus told him, "and wash in the pool of Siloam." This word means scent. So the man went and washed, and he 
came home seeing. 
We need to recognize here in verse 7, that the healing didn't occur until the man born blind acted out of obedience and 
faith to the command of Jesus. It wasn't the putting on of the mud that healed him. He didn't open his eyes after that 
and see. No, there had to be an act of obedience, an act of faith saying, "Yes, I am willing." And so he had to go and 
wash the mud off. And then he could see. The blind man had a role to play in his healing. 
He could have complained. He could have asked Jesus, "What in the world are you doing? Why are you doing this? 
Imagine being the blind man and you can hear everything." And there's this weird conversation going on between Jesus 
and His disciples, and they're trying to blame you, that you are somehow blind because of your sin or your parents' sin 
or whatever else, and you're standing there and then all of a sudden you hear like, "What's going on?" And then, again, 
his sense of hearing had to be expanded because he was blind. 
All of a sudden, you hear him rustling in the dirt, and he's making mud, and you're thinking, "Okay, where's this going?" 
And then you feel it on your eyes. I mean, I have to be honest with you, I'd have been a little grossed out. I would have 
been thinking, "What is this guy doing?" But this man was willing. I mean, we don't hear of any debate or anything. He 
didn't care what others thought or what they might say. And when I read this story in John chapter 9, it took me back to 
a story in 2 Kings about a man named Naaman. 
Naaman was a general in a foreign army, and Naaman had leprosy. And he had heard about this man in Israel at the 
time who could somehow heal physical ailments. And so he decided to make the trip with some of his servants to Israel 
because he wanted to meet with this man, Elisha. But before he gets to Elisha, Elisha knows that he is coming and sends 
some of his servants and says, "I want you to tell Naoman to go and wash yourself seven times in the Jordan River." And 
Naoman's angry. 
He's upset. "Here, I've made this trip. I thought I would at least get to go see Elisha, and he would touch me and heal 
me. Why does he want me to go and wash in the Jordan? We have way better rivers in the country where I came from." 
Don't we often have that same response when Jesus kind of gives us a command to do something and we're like, "Well, I 



 

Fairview Missionary Church 4 

don't think that sounds like the best plan. Let's rework it a little bit." Fortunately for Naaman and that story in 2 Kings, 
his servants say, "What do you have to lose?" you know This man has said to go do it, go do it. 
And so Naaman says, "Fine, I'll go do it." And so he goes down to the river and he washes seven times, and he comes 
out, and his skin is like the skin of a baby. But there's a huge difference in the level of faith between this blind man in 
John chapter 9 and Naaman back in 2 Kings. There's some questions I have as I think about this story. We know that the 
blind man ended up going to the pool and washing his eyes, but I asked the question, did Jesus go with him? 
Were the disciples there when he was healed because we don't know that by reading the text? Was there anybody else 
there that was watching this man? Did something physically transform in this man when he washed his eyes, and so all 
of a sudden, his eyes formed or something like that? Was there anybody there to celebrate with him when he could see 
for the first time in his life? Could you imagine trying to make sense of the world? Or was this simply a personal journey 
of faith for the blind man? 
You see, sometimes God gives us direction, but he simply wants us to respond with obedience and trust, and sometimes 
that journey is done alone. Here, we go on in verse 8. His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging, this 
blind man asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" This is why I asked the question, "Did something 
physically happen with his face?" It's why at the beginning of the story, I wonder, they say, "Well, they knew he was 
born blind. 
Was there something about him that then when he was healed, there was a physical change that took place because 
even his neighbors who had known him since a child didn't fully recognize him? Is this the same guy? Is that so-and-so 
that we've known since a baby?" And if it was the same man, I love the fact that these people do recognize him. They 
ask him, "Is this for sure you?" And this guy wasn't faking that he was blind. 
If you're like me and you watch some of the television shows, which I don't watch very often, so don't get concerned, 
you know, where there's all the healings taking place and stuff like that. I sometimes watch those shows, and I'll just be 
honest with you, if I see a guy go up there in a wheelchair and somebody touches, and then he stands up and walks 
away, my first thought is, "Yeah, he was just faking." That's my first thought. Maybe I don't have as much faith as you. 
That couldn't be said of this guy. These people knew him before. They knew him his entire life. If this is the same guy, he 
was blind. 
He used to beg. What has happened? And so in verse 9, some claimed that he was that man, but others said, "No, he 
just looks like him. But he himself insisted, "I am the man." This is the first testimony of the blind man where he could 
have just excused it and gone off and done whatever he wanted, but he was going to use this as an opportunity to share 
his testimony. He said, "Yes, it's me." So in verse 10, of course, they asked him, "Well, how then were your eyes opened 
if you are the same man? 
If it truly is you, what happened? How can you see now?" This is possibly the largest open door you'll ever be given to 
share your faith. They asked him the question, "You are changed. You are different. Something happened. What 
happened?" Think about your own life. Maybe you're going through a difficult season right now. It might even be filled 
with depression and anxiety. It might be a health issue, a financial issue, a relational issue. 
When we go through those seasons, our countenance changes in our face. People can tell something's just not right. 
And it's hard to change that. It's hard to get over that. But if you're like me and you have stories that you can look back 
in the rearview mirror and see how God brought you through that, and you get to the other side, your face changes 
again. People can see the glory of God on your face, and people will often come up to you and say, "Man, something 
looks different about you. 
What happened? You're changed. There is no greater opportunity that God has given you to share your faith than in 
that moment." So the man answers here in verse 11, he replied, "The man they called Jesus made some mud, and he 
put it on my eyes. Then he told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed. And then when I did, when I 
opened my eyes, I could see. He doesn't make up some elaborate story. He doesn't embellish the facts. 
As far as we know, this is the first time that he is sharing his testimony of what God has done, but I do find it a little 
funny that he left out the part of how the mud was made, right? Maybe even he thought, "That's just a little too weird. 
I'm not going to share that part of the story." But he made some mud and he put it in my eyes and I washed. And now I 
can see. We get to verse 12. "Where is this man?" They asked him. "I don't know," he said. Remember, I wondered if 
Jesus was there with him or if anybody was with him? 
For me, this kind of confirms the fact that, no, he was sent to go do this on his own. He doesn't even know where Jesus 
is at this point. I'm not surprised that they want to meet Jesus. I'm sure they had a few questions to ask Him, and I 
would imagine they had some ailments that they might like healed too. They might be saying, "You know what? My arm 
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kind of hurts. Maybe he could rub some dirt on it. Maybe he could heal me." This blind man was grateful for the gift. 
Let's get real practical now. 
Maybe you're here today, or maybe you're watching, or you're listening, and you feel like the blind man before he was 
healed. You're experiencing something in life that doesn't make sense to you. It's not what you would have chosen. If 
you were God, it wouldn't be working out this way. Maybe you've even used the words that I have used and you think to 
yourself, "This is just not fair what I'm experiencing." Maybe you've questioned God multiple times now to say, "What 
are you doing?" Maybe you're in that season right now, like my wife and I were going through that infertility for six 
years. 
First, can I just tell you it's okay? It's okay. I can't tell you why you're going through what you're going through, but I can 
sympathize with you. Others can as well, even though our situations are all different, we all know what that painful 
season feels like, and it's hard, and we understand. I can also reassure you that God is in control and he's working. 
Although I can't give you the answer why, I do have faith and trust that God is in control. 
I don't know why you're experiencing what you're experiencing. It might be so that God can receive glory, but you know 
what else is? We'll next week continue in John chapter 9. Another reason you might be experiencing what you're 
experiencing right now is because God is trying to call you to him. This blind man didn't know who Jesus was, and he has 
this encounter, and God uses this experience to draw him to Jesus. 
Maybe you are going through what you're going through because God had to use a situation like this before you would 
humble yourself before Him. The Scripture is clear that if we repent of our sins, if we confess with our mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead, we will be saved. Maybe your difficult season is to 
break you down enough to where you will crawl before Jesus and say, "I need you." Maybe your story is different. 
Maybe you're here this morning or watching online or listening, and you're like the blind man after he was healed. 
You've gone through a difficult season, but you can look in the rearview mirror, and life is just smooth sailing right now. 
Can I tell you what your responsibility is? Your responsibility is to be faithful and to share the good news. Don't be shy 
about sharing what God has done. Don't be ashamed. Instead, be bold. As we continue the story next week, you are 
going to find that this man who was born blind has no fear of sharing his story with whoever will listen. 
And he doesn't care what their response is going to be. And we will come to one of my favorite verses in all of Scripture 
when the blind man stands before the Pharisees and they're interrogating him and questioning him and how did this 
happen and what do you believe? And he simply looks at him and he says, "Listen, whether this man was a sinner or not, 
I don't know. What I do know is I was blind, but now I see." That is our testimony. I may not be able to answer every 
question. 
I don't know why you're going through, but I was lost. Now I'm found. God has healed me. Let me close in prayer. 
Heavenly Father, you know what is going on in everybody's hearts and minds. I pray for Your Spirit to be poured out 
among us. 
And if there are those that can look in the rearview mirror and see your faithfulness in their life, the altars are always 
open for them to come. It doesn't have to be to receive prayer. It could be to give praise. Thank you, God. Thank you. 
Maybe there are others here, though, that are in the midst of that difficult season. They're the blind man right now 
wondering why. This isn't fair. Maybe they just want somebody to pray with them just to help them take that next step, 
whatever that is. 
There'll be people here that want to pray with them. They'll be upfront. Give them the courage to step forward and just 
say, "You know what? I just want someone to pray with me." God, our desires that You would receive the glory. We ask 
this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 


