
Sermon Notes and Discussion Questions: 
Faith Sacrifices 

What is the most incredible display of faith in Jesus you have ever heard about or seen?

Is it possible for a person to be a Christian in name only? Explain.

Would you say genuine faith demonstrates itself mostly in moral obedience, kindness to those in 
need, or sacrifice? Explain.

James and Paul help us see two pictures of righteousness. Positional righteousness is how we 
stand before God. Practical righteousness is how we live before God. Both are necessary results 
of genuine faith. We do not simply stand before God in righteousness; we grow in righteousness 
and pursue it our whole lives.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 3:28.

Does Paul use “works” in a negative sense or a positive sense here?

How might people try to make faith another work they accomplish? How can we combat this 
possibility? In reality, how do righteousness and forgiveness become ours?

If Jesus had not given us righteousness and we had to “work” to pay for it, what would our lives 
Look like?

Paul and James do not stand face to face in conflict over the gospel, but stand back to back 
defending the same gospel, both confronting different enemies of that gospel. Paul was fighting 
against legalism. James was fighting against easy believism.”

Which do you most often fight in your own life?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 2:20-24.

Is it strange to you that James goes from referring to his audience as “dear brothers and sisters” 
(5,14) to “you foolish person” in verse 20? Why do you think he does this?

Does James use works in a negative sense or a positive sense here? How can works be both 
negative (Rom. 3) and positive (James 2)?

Does verse 21 mean Abraham was not righteous before he offered his son Isaac on the altar?

For examples of authentic faith, James turned to the Old Testament. First he pointed to Abraham, 
the father of the Hebrews—the first patriarch. The example of Abraham and his offer of Isaac as 
a sacrifice (Gen. 22:1-19) affirms James’s teachings about faith. Abraham’s faith was proven 
genuine by his obedience to God’s command. His faith made his good works possible. Faith’s 
purpose in a believer’s life is to produce good works; without good works, faith is incomplete. 
Good works demonstrate faith’s integrity and maturity.



What does it mean to be called a friend of God? Do you consider yourself a friend of God? Why?

Considering Romans 3 and James 2, how can you and I be declared right before God? Faith or 
works?

What is the object of authentic faith?

Why do you think as an example of authentic faith James uses Rahab? What is Rahab’s 
background? What does this say about the people God uses? 

APPLICATION

How would you answer someone who argues that James and Paul express two different views of 
what it means to be saved?

How would the world be different if every Christian demonstrated authentic faith as James 
describes it?

Sacrifice makes sense when you follow God. How has this been true in your own life? Where do 
you need to follow God more closely so that sacrifice will begin to make sense?

PRAYER

Thank God that salvation is by faith. Invite Him to show you how faith needs to work in your life 
as you trust Him wholeheartedly and follow Him sacrificially.


