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2 Timothy 3:1-5 Unparalleled Perilous Times

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. > People will be lovers of themselves, lovers
of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, * without love,
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, * treacherous, rash,
conceited,

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— ° having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have
nothing to do with such people.

James 5:1-9 Greed, the Hoarding of Wealth, and Murder

Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. ? Your wealth
has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. * Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will
testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  Look! The
wages you failed to pay the workers

who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of
the Lord Almighty. > You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened
yourselves in the day of slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not
opposing you.

2 Peter 3:2-7 Mockers of Jesus Ridiculing His Promise to Return

2 want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our
Lord and Savior through your apostles. > Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he
promised?

Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” °> But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed
out of water and by water. ® By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.

"By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

Hebrews 1:1-3 The Good News of Jesus Fills the Earth with Hope

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, % but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whom also he made the universe.

3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of

the Majesty in heaven.

Acts 2:17-21; 38-40 The Holy Spirit Empowers All Who Receive Him to Serve the Lord
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17¢In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. '® Even on my servants,
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

191 will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of
smoke. 2° The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and
glorious day of the Lord. 2! And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *° The promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

*0'With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.”

Prior to Jesus’ ascension the disciples asked the obvious prophetic question...

Acts 1:1-11

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had

chosen.® After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive.

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. * On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.

> For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ¢ Then they
gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” " He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority.

$ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ® After he said this, he was taken
up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white
stood beside them. !! “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.”

Revelation is a not only a prophetic book but it is also an apocalyptic book.
PROPHETIC — Revelation is most assuredly a word from the Lord given to John.
APOCALYPTIC — Revelation is most assuredly apocalyptic by virtue of its theme and imagery.
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Revelation 1:1-3

The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take

place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, > who testifies to everything he saw—
that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and
take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.

The Divine Purpose of Revelation
1. Unveil the future as prescribed by God Almighty
2. Affirms the future through the testimony of John
3. Bestows God’s blessing on the reader, the hearer who receives the message

Revelation 1:4-6 A Powerful Introduction

% John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits before his throne, > and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, ® and has made us to be a kingdom and
priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Revelation 1:7 John Breaks into Worship
7“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;
and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”
So shall it be! Amen.

Three Questions

Do you BELIEVE in the literal return of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Do you BELIEVE in the catching away of the church, Jesus’ bride, to be with him in heaven?

Do you BELIEVE that day is coming, that at any moment we could experience the glorious translation
of our mortal bodies into immortal in the twinkling of an eye?

Revelation 1:8 A Divine Affirmation
<] am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty.”
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