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| JESUS SHAKES UP THE CHURCH Part 2

Jesus Addresses Seven Churches in Revelation Chapters Two and Three
“l know your deeds!”

The letters to the seven churches declare Jesus wants believers to bloom where they are planted
and bear good fruit that will last for eternity!

Revelation 2:1-7 EPHESUS - Spiritually Sound but Lacking in Love

Revelation 2:8-11  SMYRNA — Spiritually Vibrant while facing Persecution
Revelation 2:12-17 PERGAMUM - Spiritually Faithful but Drifting into Sin
Revelation 2:18-29 THYATIRA - Spiritually Active but Tolerating False Teaching

Revelation 3:1-6 SARDIS — Spiritually Dead but Thinks It’s Alive
Revelation 3:7-13  PHILADELPHIA - Spiritually Strong and Destined for Glory
Revelation 3:14-22 LAODICEA - Spiritually Lukewarm needing to Open the Door

Revelation 2:1-7 EPHESUS — Spiritually Sound but Lacking in Love

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in
his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 21 know your deeds, your hard work and
your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim
to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. * You have persevered and have endured hardships
for my name, and have not grown weary. * Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you
had at first. > Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not
repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. ¢ But you have this in your favor:
You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of

life, which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:8-11 SMYRNA - Spiritually Vibrant while facing Persecution

8<To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the
Last, who died and came to life again. ° I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I
know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. '° Do
not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give
you life as your victor’s crown. ! Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.

Revelation 2:12-17 PERGAMUM - Spiritually Faithful but Drifting into Sin

12¢To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp,
double-edged sword.

13T know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not
renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in
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your city—where Satan lives. ' Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among
you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate
food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. '° Likewise, you also have those who hold to
the teaching of the Nicolaitans. ' Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth. !” Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that
person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.

Revelation 2:18-29 THYATIRA - Spiritually Active but Tolerating False Teaching

18<To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are
like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. '° I know your deeds, your love and faith,
your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 2 Nevertheless, I
have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she
misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 2! I have given
her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. > So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I
will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 1 will
strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and

minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. * Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira,
to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not
impose any other burden on you, 2° except to hold on to what you have until I come.’ 2 To the one who
is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—?’ that one ‘will rule
them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority
from my Father. 2* I will also give that one the morning star. > Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 3:1-6 SARDIS — Spiritually Dead but Thinks It’s Alive

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.

2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the
sight of my God. * Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But
if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.
*Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed
in white, for they are worthy. > The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will
never blot out the name of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my
Father and his angels. ® Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 3:7-13 PHILADELPHIA - Spiritually Strong and Destined for Glory

7“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true,
who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.

81 know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you
have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. °I will make those who
are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them
come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. '°Since you have kept my
command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the
whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. !' T am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that
no one will take your crown. ' The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.
Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my
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God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on
them my new name. !> Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 3:14-22 LAODICEA- Spiritually Lukewarm needing to Open the Door

14«To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the ruler of God’s creation.

151 know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! '® So,
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

7You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. '*I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so
you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to
put on your eyes, SO you can see.

1% Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 2° Here I am! I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and
they with me.

21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was

victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. > Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.”

EPHESUS - LOVE IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL
Matt. 24:12
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, [ am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2If T have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

SMYRNA — SACRIFICE IS NECESSARY FOR TRUE DISCIPLES
Matt. 24:5
For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,” and will deceive many.

Matthew 15:24-25

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life
for me will find it.

Romans 12:1-3

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

PERGAMUM - FAITH IN JESUS IS REQUIRED AND A FIRM FOUNDATION
Matt. 24:9-11
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“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations
because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and
many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.

1 Timothy 6:12
12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made
your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

2 Timothy 1:8-12

8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. ® He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not
because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,'® but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our
Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. ' And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.!? That is why I am
suffering as [ am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.

THYATIRA —IT IS CRUCIAL TO EXPOSE EVIL AND NOT ENTERTAIN IT

Matt. 24:24

For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.

Ephesians 5:8-12

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light ? (for the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) !®and find out what pleases the Lord.
'Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 21t is shameful even
to mention what the disobedient do in secret.

SARDIS - BEING ALERT AND SOBER MINDED IS VITAL

Matt. 24:36, 43-44

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father...But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

1 Peter 1:13; 4:7; 5:8

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you
when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming...” The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of
sober mind so that you may pray...% Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

PHILADELPHIA — ENDURANCE TO THE END IS INDISPENSABLE

Matt. 24:45-47

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his
household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds
him doing so when he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.
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2 Thessalonians 1:6-8

% God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are
troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing
fire with his powerful angels. ® He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel
of our Lord Jesus.

LAODICEA - THE APATHETIC PSEUDO-CHURCH

Matt. 25:12, 30, 40, 45-46

12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ ** And throw that worthless servant outside, into
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ** The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” *° He
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.

James 4:4-10

4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against

God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.® Or do you
think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in

us? ¢ But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows favor to
the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near
to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. ? Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. '® Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

1 John 2:15-17

15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in
them. 1 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world.!” The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does
the will of God lives forever.
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