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Luke 19:11-27  A Despot 

11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and 

the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble birth 

went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his 

servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our 

king.’ 

15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given 

the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 

17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small 

matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 

18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 

19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 

20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of 

cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap 

what you did not sow.’ 

22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I 

am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put 

my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten 

minas.’ 

25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 

26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, 

even what they have will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over 

them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’” 

 

The ruler of noble birth in this parable is a despot. Despot - a ruler or other person who holds absolute 

power, typically one who exercises it in a cruel or oppressive way.   God is NOT a despot! 

Luke 19:28-44   A Compassionate King 
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28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and 

Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the 

village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie 

it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, 

its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people 

spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of 

disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only 

known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.43 The days will 

come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in 

on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not 

leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

 

This scene shines a light on Jacob’s blessing of his son Judah in Genesis 49:11-12 

10 The scepter will not depart from Judah,     nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,  

until he to whom it belongs shall come     and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 

11 He will tether his donkey to a vine,     his colt to the choicest branch; 

he will wash his garments in wine,     his robes in the blood of grapes. 

 

It also affirms the accurate prophetic promise of Zechariah 9:9 that reads: 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 

Who is seated on the throne of your heart? Who is LORD of your life?  
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Remember the admonition of Joshua as he challenges the Israelites in the Promised Land to remain faithful 

to God! 14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 

worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems 

undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” (Josh. 24:14-15) 

 

In 2024 seek the Lord Jesus Christ wholeheartedly. Live under his leadership and the guidance of the 

principles set forth in the word of God. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you and empower you to be the 

woman or man of God you CAN be in Christ! Take advantage of ALL the ways you can grow in your faith 

and relationships here at RCC in the months ahead! 

 


