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Luke 18:1-8 The Persistent Widow and Unjust Judge 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He 

said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And 

there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my 

adversary.’ 

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what 

people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t 

eventually come and attack me!’” 

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his 

chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that 

they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

• God vindicates those who believe in him and have suffered persecution. 

• 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will 

be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay 

back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. 

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 

angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the 

Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to 

be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 

testimony to you. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 

this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 

said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

• God justifies the humble who acknowledge their sin. 

• James 4:4-10 4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity 

against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 

God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has 

caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.8 Come near to God 

and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
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minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to 

gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

 

Luke 18:15-17 The Little Children and Jesus 

15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw 

this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who 

will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 

• God embraces us like a father with his children 

• John 3:3-6 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 

born again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 

cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh 

gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

 

Luke 18:18-30 The Rich Ruler, Disciples and entrance into the Kingdom of God 

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not 

give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him and 

said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents 

or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in 

the age to come eternal life.” 

• God bestows an inheritance to believers in the future kingdom of God. 

• 1 Peter 1:3-5 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 

you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready 

to be revealed in the last time. 


