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WEEK 5WEEK 5

Take  some  time  in  advance

to  read  and  consider  the

Bible  study  questions  and

come  up  with  personal

examples  to  encourage

discussion .

Make  sure  everyone  can  see

the  screen  and  the  audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

We  hope  those  who

participate  in  the  study

walk  away  knowing ,  feeling ,

and  doing  differently  as  a

result  of  amazing

discussion .

WATCHWATCH READREAD DISCUSSDISCUSS



“Way maker,  miracle worker,  promise

keeper,  l ight in the darkness, my God, that

is who You are.” This is the chorus of the

song Way Maker,  a familiar anthem to many

followers of Christ that reminds us of who

God has shown Himself  to be. Perhaps less

known is its origin.  It  was written by

Nigerian singer and songwriter Osinachi Kalu

Okoro Egbu, known simply as Sinach, during

a time in her l ife that was very challenging.

As God called her out of her comfort zone

into a new season, she prayed and sought

God, and was reminded of Abram. Abram was

from a family that was somewhat affluent,  as

he had accumulated possessions and

acquired many people (Genesis 12:5).  Yet,  he

was called to leave everything he knew to

follow God to a place unknown to him. All  he

had to rely on was God’s promise.

Nevertheless, he chose to leave the

comforts of his old way of l ife and follow

God! 
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In her own l ife,  Sinach admitted, “I  felt  I  was
like a f ish out of water because I  was going to
a kind of area where I  haven’t been before,”
she recalled. “And the Lord was pull ing me in
that area.” Yet in her uncertainty,  she chose
to hold on to the Lord, seeking Him and resting
in His faithfulness. As a result of  this
experience, she penned the song Way Maker.
In the bridge, she wrote: “Even when I  don’t
see it,  You’re working. Even when I  don’t feel
it,  You’re working. You never stop, You never
stop working.” In this week’s study, we look at
the l ife of Ruth, a Gentile who had come to
know the l iving God and, in her devotion to
Him, desired to follow Him wherever He led,
even when the future seemed unclear!  Through
Ruth’s faith in God and her faithfulness to
Him, we can be inspired to l ive a l ife that is
fully devoted to Him as we serve Him in all
aspects of our l ives, even when we may not
always see what He is doing!!

Passages we'll  review:
Ruth 1:16-17;  Phil ippians 3:7-14

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Have you ever had to leave something
behind to start a new chapter? Share your
experience.

How do you define loyalty? How has your
definit ion changed over the years? 

Describe a t ime when you have made a
decision to follow someone or stick with
something, even when it  was diff icult.

NOTESNOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENINGOPENING
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(Choose 1 or 2)



(Open  for  discussion .  Ruth  shows  her

devotion  to  Naomi  and  to  God ,  commitment

to  her  obligations  and  responsibil it ies ,  faith

in  the  l iving  God ,  to  name  a  few .)

Read Ruth 1:16-17

NOTESNOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS
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What character qualit ies does Ruth exhibit
in this passage? If  you had been in Ruth’s
position, would you have stayed with Naomi
or returned home? Why?

Remember,  Ruth came from a people who
had a complicated relationship with God’s
people.  Yet even through the lens of
Naomi’s sad, troubled l ife,  Ruth chose to
trust the l iving God over the gods of her own
people and follow Him. She broke all  t ies to
her past and her family and committed
herself  to Naomi and the l iving God and His
promises.



Which of Ruth’s vows to Naomi do you feel
would be the most diff icult  to keep and why?

Ruth told Naomi,  “Where you go, I  will  go.”
How does her statement challenge the
modern, often conditional views of loyalty
and devotion in our society today? 

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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(Open  for  discussion)

(Open  for  discussion .  Ruth  was  will ing  to

stay  with  Naomi ,  even  without  any  promises

or  expectations .  Today ,  we  often  see  loyalty

or  devotion  that  is  based  on  stipulations  or

conditions ,  as  long  as  certain  requirements

are  met ,  or  i f  they  have  something  to  gain

from  it .  If  situations  change ,  then  they  are

no  longer  obligated  to  the  commitment .)



When have you had to make a diff icult

decision to follow God, even when it  meant

leaving behind family,  fr iends, comfort,  or

security behind in order to submit to His

higher call ing? What was the result?

When you f ind yourself  in a diff icult  or

uncertain situation where the future may be

unclear,  do you f ind you are able to submit

to God and His plan? Explain.
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion)

(Open  for  discussion)



Ruth not only made a commitment to Naomi,

but also to her people and her God. How is

our abil ity to love others connected to our

commitment to follow God?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

( In  order  for  us  to  love  people ,  we  must

remember  God ’s  faithfulness  in  the  past  and

trust  that  He  will  also  meet  our  needs  now  i f

we  are  following  Him .  We  will  have  to  leave

behind  certain  things  (relationships ,  habits ,

attitudes).  It  can  be  a  diff icult  process ,  but

in  the  end ,  we  will  f ind  true  joy  and

fulfi l lment  in  Him  as  we  love  and  serve

others !)

The story of Ruth took place during a t ime

when God’s people were not always

following Him. They were weak in their  faith

and very irresponsible with the choices they

made. Even so, Ruth, a Gentile,  shone as a

bright example of faith and commitment.  Her

life is a great reminder that,  even in the

darkest t imes, God was at work in the hearts

of His faithful remnant.  Her story also

serves as a reminder to us that,  behind the

scenes, God is always at work in the l ives of

those who are devoted to Him!



NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
FIVE
WEEK
FIVE

LESSONS	ON	DEVOTION
FROM	RUTH

LESSONS ON	DEVOTION
FROM RUTH

DIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

Paul knew that the key to l iving a l ife

devoted to Christ alone was dependent on

one thing, not many things! It  is diff icult  to

specialize in many things and be successful.

As followers of Christ,  we must be entirely

devoted to God and His call ing on our l ives.

Being hyper-focused on Him and His work is

the “secret” of this power that comes from

Christ alone.

Read Phil ippians 3:7-14

What are some “gains” that you are tempted

to value more than your relationship with

Christ?

(Open  for  discussion .  Accomplishments ,

status ,  possessions ,  power ,  fame ,  money ,

etc .)



How can you practically count these things

as a “loss” in order to “gain Christ” and

priorit ize your spiritual l ife over other

things? 

(Open  for  discussion .  To  count  the  things  of

this  world  as  a  loss ,  we  have  to  focus  on

Christ  above  everything  else ,  including

ourselves  and  our  desires .  We  must  determine

if  the  purpose  of  what  we  are  doing  is  to

honor  God  or  to  satisfy  our  own  desires .)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Paul refused to allow his past to affect his

future.  What does it  mean to “forget what

lies behind”, and why is this necessary for

our spiritual growth?

(To  forget  what  l ies  behind ,  we  must leave

behind  our  former  sinful  way  of  l i fe .  Every

day  we  must  die  to  sin ,  not  allowing  it  to

grab  hold  of  us ,  allowing  the  Lord  to  set  us

apart  to  l ive  by  His  resurrection  power !  Our

own  efforts  are  worthless ,  meaningless ,  l ike

trash .  When  we  respond  to  Christ  and  follow

Him ,  we  leave  behind  our  own  efforts  and

abil it ies  and  are  clothed  with  His

righteousness .  This  is  what  makes  us

complete  in  Him !)
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How can experiencing Christ’s resurrection

power help you l ive differently r ight now?

What practical steps can you take to “press

on” toward spiritual maturity,  rather than

settl ing for comfort and ease?

(Open  for  discussion .  Paul  pursued  his  goal

not  by  his  own  will ,  desires ,  or  effort ,  but

simply  because  God  had  grabbed  hold  of  him

and  called  him  to  it .  He  always  recognized

God  as  the  source  of  every  part  of  his

salvation  experience .  We  must  do  the  same .

In  our  everyday ,  ordinary  l ives ,  we  should

reflect  the  difference  that  Christ  makes  in

our  l ives  as  we  keep  moving  forward  with  our

eyes  on  the  heavenly  prize ,  even  in  the

seemingly  mundane  or  ordinary  activit ies  of

life !)

When we allow Christ to f i l l  us and l ive a l ife

that is devoted to Him, He will  always be at

work in our l ives, even in the l ittle things! 



Consider the following as you pray

together:  

Ruth made the commitment to leave

behind everything she knew to follow

God, even though she had no future

guarantee of blessings. How strong is

your faith in God’s promises when you

cannot see the outcome? What might God

be call ing you to leave behind in order to

follow Him?

How does Ruth’s decision to stay with

Naomi,  even without a future guarantee,

challenge the way you priorit ize comfort

over commitment in your relationships? 

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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How can you exhibit  this devotion to

someone who has nothing to offer in

return? Who in your l ife needs the

unconditional,  sacrif icial  love that Ruth

exhibited, rather than just affectionate,

“easy” love?

Paul was fully committed to “one thing”.

If  others described your l ife,  what would

they say you were devoted to? How does

the certainty of knowing that we have a

heavenly prize change how you l ive out

your ordinary,  daily tasks this week?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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“He is no fool who gives what he cannot

keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”

~Jim Ell iot



WEEK 6WEEK 6

Take  some  time  in  advance

to  read  and  consider  the

Bible  study  questions  and

come  up  with  personal

examples  to  encourage

discussion .

Make  sure  everyone  can  see

the  screen  and  the  audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

We  hope  those  who

participate  in  the  study

walk  away  knowing ,  feeling ,

and  doing  differently  as  a

result  of  amazing

discussion .

WATCHWATCH READREAD DISCUSSDISCUSS



Treasure hunting has been around for

centuries.  One of the most popular types of

treasure hunting is that of sunken ships.

Treasure hunters are those who search for

lost,  buried or sunken items of great value,

l ike gold, jewels,  or artifacts.  Modern day

treasure hunters are known as underwater

treasure, or shipwreck, salvors.  They are

marit ime professionals whose job is to

recover ships, cargo, or artifacts from

sunken or stranded vessels.  There are

specif ic skills needed in this profession,

including diver certif ication, navigational

skills,  and the abil ity to pilot a boat,  not to

mention the training needed to operate

various types of technology, including

sonar,  magnetometers,  and autonomous

underwater vehicles.  The job can be very

costly,  t ime-consuming, and tedious. In

hunting for treasure, they may search tens

of thousands of nautical miles before f inding

anything. They are affected by weather,  sea

conditions, accessibil ity,  and even f inancial

funding. Even once a shipwreck site is 
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discovered, recovery can be a slow process -
dangerous, costly,  and labor intensive.
Despite all  of  these things, many stil l  choose
this profession for the end result.  The law of
salvage requires that the salvors be rewarded
for r isking l ife and property to f ind these
treasures. Their  reward is determined partly
by the value of the vessel salvaged, the
degree of r isk in their  venture,  and the degree
of success in the salvage. 

As followers of Christ,  we also have the
opportunity to be treasure hunters.  Just as
salvors search for actual wealth that is
already in existence, we have the opportunity
to search for the treasures that can be found
only in the wisdom that comes from God.
Unlike earthly treasures, this godly wisdom is
about more than just earning a l iving -  it  is
about making a l ife and making the most of
what this l ife brings as we l ive it  out for God!
In this week’s study, we will  take a look at the
road map that will  help us discover this
priceless treasure and the cost required for us
to acquire it  for ourselves!

Passages we'll  review:
1 Kings 3:5-12; Proverbs 2:1-10
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What is the best piece of wisdom or advice
someone has given you?

How would you define wisdom?

Share about a t ime in your l ife when you felt
least prepared but ended up learning the
most.

NOTESNOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or 2)
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(Open  for  discussion .  Solomon  realized  that ,

despite  his  family  background ,  he  was  only

in  the  place  and  position  he  was  because  of

God  and  His  promises ,  recognizing  his  own

weaknesses  and  lack  of  experience .  He  knew

that  he  needed  to  be  grounded  in  God  and

His  purposes ,  rather  than  his  own !  The  same

is  true  for  us .  When  we  start  by  focusing  on

God  -  who  He  is  and  what  He  has  done  -  it

helps  to  center  our  thoughts  and  focus  on

Him  and  His  plan  instead  of  on  our  own

desires  and  understanding .)

Read 1 Kings 3:5-12

NOTESNOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

Solomon didn’t  begin his response to God
with a request,  but chose to f irst remember
the faithful,  steadfast love God had shown
to his father David.  When we approach God
with our own requests,  why is it  important
that we f irst express gratitude and
recognition of what God has done before we
ask things of Him?
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Solomon realized that he lacked the
knowledge and experience needed to
properly lead God’s people.  When have you
felt  overwhelmed with the task in front of
you? How can we turn to God in these
moments instead of relying on our own
understanding and experience?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion .  We  can  remember  that

we  are  in  the  positions  we  are  as

representatives  of  God .  As  His  servants ,  we

must  carry  out  His  plans  instead  of  our  own ,

seeking  Him  for  guidance  and

understanding .  Like  Solomon ,  we  must  have

a  heart  that  hears  from  God ,  guiding  and

directing  us  as  we  lead  others .)
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How can acknowledging your own

limitations actually make you a better leader

or servant?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion .  True  wisdom  can  be

found  in  a  heart  that  understands  God ’s  laws

and  l ives  in  accordance  with  them .  When  we

understand  and  accept  the  fact  that  we

cannot  do  everything  on  our  own ,  we  are

more  l ikely  to  seek  God ’s  guidance  in  all  we

do ,  aligning  us  with  His  purposes .  This

brings  delight  to  Him  and  helps  us  to  discern

right  from  wrong ,  good  from  evil .  As  a  result ,

we  place  the  will  of  God  and  the  needs  of

others  above  our  own  desires .)
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What are some examples of “good versus

evil” decisions we face today? How can we

develop a “God-shaped” view in our daily

lives that will  help us with these decisions?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

“Wisdom is not ultimately an issue of the

head, but a matter of the heart.  The mind is

clearly engaged in the matter of wisdom, but

when the heart is detached from loyalty to

God, even the most brill iant mind will  begin

to display foolishness.” (Gary Inrig)
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(Open  for  discussion)

Solomon saw the people that were under his

rule as “God’s people”,  not his own

subjects.  How does this challenge your

approach to your own roles as a leader,

parent,  fr iend, or co-worker? How does your

leadership style change when you view

others as God’s resources rather than your

own?

(Open  for  discussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTESDIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Read Proverbs 2:1-10

In this passage, we are instructed to seek

after wisdom “as for hidden treasures”.

What are some things that people seek after

today with that same level of intensity? 

(Open  for  discussion .  Examples  include

money ,  fame ,  prestige ,  power ,  contentment ,

acceptance ,  fulf i l lment ,  etc .  )
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Do these things actually supply us with

godly wisdom? How does true wisdom come

to us?

(True  godly  wisdom  can  only  come  from  God

alone .  It  is  a  gift ,  but  it  is  only  given  to  those

who  actively ,  earnestly ,  and  dil igently  seek

it !  We  can  f ind  godly  wisdom  through  the

study  of  His  Word ,  through  prayer ,  and

through  the  godly  counsel  of  other

believers .)



NOTESNOTESNOTES

What things distract you most from focusing

on God’s Word?

(Open  for  discussion)
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This same wisdom that Solomon desired is

also available to us,  but it  can’t  be just a

hobby or partial  commitment.  Acquiring

godly wisdom requires a l ifetime of daily

discipline, investing time and energy into

studying God’s Word and learning His

wisdom. Just as we work hard at our jobs to

earn a paycheck, we ought to also pour

ourselves into studying God’s Word in order

that we can gain spiritual r iches!

What is one treasure of wisdom that you have

found in God’s Word recently,  and how did it

help you when you felt  unprepared or

inexperienced?

(Open  for  discussion)



Consider the following as you pray together:

 

Think of how you would respond (honest,

immediate response) if  God were to ask

you what He should give you. What does

this reveal about your current priorit ies?

What do you need to surrender to Him?

In what area(s) of your l ife do you, l ike

Solomon, need to acknowledge your own

inadequacy and seek God’s guidance and

strength? Pray for ways you can use the

wisdom God has given you to serve those

around you.

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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What is one area of your l ife,  family,  or

work where you need to ask God for

wisdom right now? As you face major

decisions in your l ife,  be sure to ask God

for a discerning heart in order that you

may see the situation from His

perspective!

Does your current prayer l ife reflect a

desperate desire for wisdom or is it

simply a formality? How would your daily

study habits change if  you treated God’s

Word l ike a hidden treasure?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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WEEK 7WEEK 7

Take  some  time  in  advance

to  read  and  consider  the

Bible  study  questions  and

come  up  with  personal

examples  to  encourage

discussion .

Make  sure  everyone  can  see

the  screen  and  the  audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

We  hope  those  who

participate  in  the  study

walk  away  knowing ,  feeling ,

and  doing  differently  as  a

result  of  amazing

discussion .
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Correlative conjunctions are words that

work together to connect ideas that are

similar in importance. They can either

compare or contrast two things, depending

on the words used. Two examples of

correlative conjectures are BOTH/AND and

EITHER/OR. Yet,  this is the only thing they

have in common! BOTH/AND emphasizes two

distinct items that are true or included

together.  It  i l lustrates dialectical thinking,

suggesting that two opposing ideas can both

be valid simultaneously,  representing two

differing viewpoints that wish to reach the

truth through reasoned discussion.

EITHER/OR is a form of binary thinking,

meaning it  is  a choice between two options

where only one choice is possible.  It  is

exclusive, having strict,  non-negotiable

limitations. You can’t have it  both ways. 

In this week’s study, we see an example of

each of these conjectures. The people of

Israel were l iving under the BOTH/AND

mindset.  They wanted to worship BOTH God 
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AND Baal.  They were on the fence as far as
their  beliefs went.  They wanted the benefits
from each religion, and lacked the true
conviction needed to worship God alone. The
prophet Eli jah l ived under the EITHER/OR
mindset.  Eli jah knew that they could EITHER
worship God alone OR they could worship
Baal,  along with any other gods. But they
could not choose both! There was no middle
ground! God demands complete allegiance, not
partial  commitment.  In their  weakness and
failure to choose, they ended up not choosing
God! Eli jah exhibited true faith,  even in the
midst of adversity,  by acting on godly
convictions rather than fear of the majority!
We have the same decision today. We are
forced to make decisions that define who we
are and whose we are;  the choice is ours to
make. True faith acts boldly,  even when we act
alone!

Passages we'll  review:
1 Kings 18:20-40; Proverbs 2:1-10

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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When have you had to stand alone for
something you believed in?

What are some things that compete for our
attention and efforts?

When has your faith led you to do something
risky or even scary?

NOTESNOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or 2)
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(Open  for  discussion .  Modern-day  idols  can

include  power ,  influence ,  money ,  comfort ,

safety ,  success ,  entertainment ,  pleasure ,

fame ,  relationships ,  etc .  When  we  try  to

serve  both  God  and  those  other  idols ,  we  fail

at  both !  As  Jesus  said  in  Matthew  6:24, we

cannot  serve  two  masters !  Only  God  can

come  through  for  us ;  all  of  the  things  of  this

world  will  only  let  us  down .)

Read 1 Kings 18:20-40

NOTESNOTESNOTES
DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

Eli jah confronted the people of Israel for
their  hesitancy to choose who they would
worship,  the l iving God or the idol Baal.
What are some modern-day “idols” that can
take priority over God in our l ives? What
does it  look l ike when we “limp”, or try to
serve them both?
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What is the difference between simply
believing in God and fully following Him in
your l ife?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion .  Anyone  can  believe  in

God .  Even  the  demons  know  that  He  exists

and  believe  in  Him ,  but  only  those  who

follow  Him  completely ,  entrusting  their  l ives

to  Him  and  giving  all  to  follow  Him ,  can  truly

have  a  relationship  with  Him  and  look

forward  to  spending  eternity  with  Him !)
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Why is it  so diff icult  to make a total
commitment to God, rather than taking the
partial,  “on-the-fence” approach?

(Open  for  discussion)



In desperation, the prophets of Baal

shouted, danced, and even cut themselves

in an effort to have their  god respond to

them. In what ways do we try to control our

own circumstances or force God to act

rather than just trust Him?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion .  We  try  to  bargain  with

God ,  influence  others  to  act  a  certain  way ,

change  our  own  personal  habits ,  develop

rigid  routines ,  control  others ,  pursue

perfectionism ,  over-plan ,  etc .)
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Unbeknownst to the prophets of Baal,  Eli jah

had set up the perfect scene for a miracle

only God could do! When have you

experienced God responding to your prayer

in an unexpected way? How have you seen

God show up in a huge way when the odds

were against you?

(Open  for  discussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTESHow does this story increase your faith and

grow your confidence that following God is

better than trusting in human effort?

(Open  for  discussion .  The  odds  were  not  in

Eli jah ’s  favor !  He  was  up  against  the

opposition  450 to  1,  but  God  only  needed

one  person  to  reveal  His  power  and  glory

and  draw  His  people  back  to  Himself !  Eli jah

was  certain  of  God ’s  presence  and  power ,

and  he  was  motivated  by  a  passion  for  the

glory  of  God  to  be  revealed  to  His  people .

We  can  f ind  confidence  in  knowing  that  God

will  always  help  us  to  accomplish  what  He

has  called  us  to  do ;  we  must  simply  have

faith  in  Him !)
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DIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Paul was another person who modeled what

faith in God can do for us!  We all  want to be

able to l ive the l ife of faith that God has

called us to,  but we also know how diff icult

it  can be! The gap between who we are and

who we should be can seem vast and

impossible to close, but we have hope!



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Read Ephesians 3:16-20

Paul prays that we may be strengthened

through His Spirit  in order that we may

stand f irm. However,  the world seeks to

distract us from the things of God. What are

some examples of where the world says we

can f ind the strength we need?

(Open  for  discussion .  The  world  tr ies  to  tell

us  that  we  just  need  to  toughen  up ,  practice

self-discipline ,  positive  thinking ,  “ inner”

renewal ,  self-talk ,  self-help ,  get  a  fresh

start ,  get  a  grip  on  ourselves ,  other

religions ,  etc .)
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Which part of Paul’s prayer do you f ind most

necessary in your l ife r ight now and why? 

(Open  for  discussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTES
How does knowing that God works in you

through His power change your approach to

challenging situations?

(Open  for  discussion)
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God is at work all  around us. He is glorif ied

in the l ives we l ive and the work we do

through Him. How does recognizing God's

glory in the church and in Christ Jesus

change your perspective on the purpose of

your own l ife? 

(Open  for  discussion .  The  end  purpose  of  all

we  do  should  be  to  bring  glory  to  God .  He

calls  us  to  faith  in  Him  and  obedience  to  His

Word .  We  must  look  at  l i fe  through  the  eyes

of  faith  and  see  where  He  is  working  around

us  and  join  Him  in  His  work ,  in  order  to

glorify  Him !)



Consider the following as you pray together:

In what area of your l ife are you trying to

serve both God and other priorit ies? Are

you wavering between two opinions r ight

now with regard to obeying God’s will?

Which one will  you choose to follow?

Do you trust God enough to step out in

faith,  even when it  makes you look

vulnerable or foolish to others? What is

something you can do this week to act in

faith on one of God’s promises?

What is preventing you from trusting God

alone? In what area of your l ife do you

need to stop focusing on your own

strength and trust God more?

In what area of your l ife do you need to

stop expecting a “l ittle” and start

expecting God to act “according to His

power at work within us”?

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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WEEK 8WEEK 8

Take  some  time  in  advance

to  read  and  consider  the

Bible  study  questions  and

come  up  with  personal

examples  to  encourage

discussion .

Make  sure  everyone  can  see

the  screen  and  the  audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

We  hope  those  who

participate  in  the  study

walk  away  knowing ,  feeling ,

and  doing  differently  as  a

result  of  amazing

discussion .

WATCHWATCH READREAD DISCUSSDISCUSS



Winston Churchill  is  considered one of the

greatest wartime leaders of the 20th

century. He was the Prime Minister of the

United Kingdom during World War II ,  a true

patriot of his country,  who thrived on

challenge and crisis.  He had strategic vision

and always sought to rally his people

together in challenging times. He was known

for the stimulating speeches he gave to the

Brit ish people during their  t imes of great

hardship.  A great wartime leader,  he always

talked incessantly,  but sought to inspire

others through the words he delivered.

Throughout the war,  he was always aware of

the enemy; nothing could distract him from

the task at hand. He vowed never to

surrender.  He always challenged the people

to persevere under the pressures of war.

During one of his speeches, Churchill

declared the following: “I  have no fear of

the future.  Let us go forward into its

mysteries,  let us tear aside the veils that

hide it  from our eyes and let us move onward

with confidence and courage.”
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BIG	IDEABIG	IDEABIG IDEA NOTESNOTESNOTES



While he was not a war leader l ike Winston
Churchill ,  Nehemiah was also a great
encourager to those he led. He had a passion
to help restore the wall  around Jerusalem, and
he refused to let anything interfere with his
efforts.  Even when faced with opposition,
Nehemiah didn’t  get defensive or distracted;
he simply trusted God and stayed the course.
He encouraged those he led to join in the work
with him, leading them by faith as well  as in
action! He refused to compromise in the work
God had given him to do, moving ahead in
confidence and courage. In this week’s study,
we will  take a closer look at how Nehemiah
was able to persevere, despite the opposition,
and the effect it  had on others.  We will  also
learn how to persevere through the tr ials we
face and discover how we can use those
experiences as opportunities to allow God to
work in and through us to make a lasting
impact!

Passages we'll  review:
Nehemiah 2:17-20; Nehemiah 6:15-16; 
1 Corinthians 15:58; James 1:2-4

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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What crit icism or challenge have you faced
and how did you handle it? Did it  stop you or
fuel you?

Share about a t ime when you were trying to
do something important but you felt
distracted or pressured to quit.  How did you
stay focused?

What is the most satisfying project you have
ever f inished? How did it  feel to reach the
end?

NOTESNOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or 2)
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(Open  for  discussion)

Read Nehemiah 2:17-20

NOTESNOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

Nehemiah encouraged the people by
reminding them of what God had done and by
encouraging them to stay focused on God.
How does focusing on God’s past
faithfulness give you the courage to do hard
things and start diff icult  tasks?
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(Open  for  discussion .  Some  of  the  things  we

face  today  that  can  discourage  us  are

ridicule ;  labels  -  too  religious ,  judgemental ,

phobias ;  accused  of  being ;  hypocrites ;  being

excluded ;  harassment  on  social  media ;

bullying ;  etc .)

When you attempt to do something good,
what kind of crit icism makes you want to
stop? What are some “mockers” that
discourage us from doing God’s work? 



Even though he may have been afraid,
Nehemiah acted confidently on the job God
had called him to do. When he faced
opposition, he didn’t  waver,  because he
knew the l iving God and understood his own
identity as a child of God, standing his
ground against those in opposition. Have
you ever found yourself  in a situation similar
to Nehemiah’s,  where you faced opposition
for what God was call ing you to do? How did
you respond?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open  for  discussion .  We  should  respond

with  a  Christ- l ike  attitude ,  focused  on  our

heavenly  prize ,  with  respect ,  embracing  the

fact  that  we  are  “outsiders”.)
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Nehemiah relied on God rather than his own

strength. How can you shift  your focus from

the strength of the opposition to the God of

heaven who can bring success? In what

ways can you maintain focus on God's work

rather than being distracted by crit ics and

mockers?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
(Open  for  discussion .  We  can  focus  on  God ’s

glory  and  greatness  rather  than  on  our

circumstances .  We  can  also  remember  the

things  that  God  has  done  in  the  past  and

trust  Him  to  follow  through .)
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:58

Paul also gives us encouragement to help us

persevere when we encounter diff iculties or

opposition.

Have you ever felt  that your work for God

was in vain? What caused you to feel that

way? How does this verse challenge that

feeling?

(Open  for  discussion .  No  matter  what  we

may  face  here  on  earth ,  we  can  f ind  hope  in

knowing  that  the  work  we  do  for  the  Lord  is

not  in  vain !  Because  Jesus  defeated  sin  and

death ,  we  have  the  assurance  of  eternal

victory !  Nothing  we  do  in  His  name  is  ever

wasted  or  lost .  We  may  not  see  the  results

right  away ,  but  we  can  stand  f irm  in  Him .)



NOTESNOTESNOTES

Even the opposition realized that the work

was accomplished by God’s help! How can

our accomplishments, both large and small,

act as a testament to others about God’s

power and His work in our l ives?

(Open  for  discussion .  Throughout  the  Bible ,

we  see  examples  of  God  using  His  people  to

do  mighty  things  when  they  trusted  Him .

When  we  keep  our  focus  on  the  glory  and

greatness  of  God ,  seeking  to  glorify  Him  in

all  we  do ,  we  can  do  more  than  we  could

ever  imagine .  We  must  only  remember  to

give  the  glory  to  Him !)
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Read Nehemiah 6:15-16



NOTESNOTESNOTES

DIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING	DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Read James 1:2-4

Why does James say “whenever” rather than

“if” you face tr ials? What does this tell  us?

(Open  for  discussion .  James  knew  that  we

would  all  face  tr ials !  They  are  inevitable .  He

warns  us  ahead  of  time ,  so  that  we  are  not

caught  off  guard  when  they  arise ,  but  rather

we  face  them  with  a  joyful  heart  because  of

what  they  can  produce  in  our  l ives  i f  we

allow  God  to  work  in  us !)
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Just as in Nehemiah’s t ime, we also face an

enemy that is always seeking to pull  us

down and cause us to stumble. As we do the

work that God has called us to do, we will

face opposition, but we must stay focused

on the task at hand, complete the work He

has given us to do, and allow Him to f ight on

our behalf!  When we keep our eyes f ixed on

Jesus, we can put our trust in Him alone and

not be distracted by the opposition! 



NOTESNOTESNOTESWhy do you think God uses tr ials to refine

our faith rather than removing them

immediately? What impurit ies are brought to

the surface when we face tr ials?

(Open  for  discussion .  Our  true  character

isn ’t  revealed  until  we  are  under  pressure .

The  struggles  we  face  provide  us  with

opportunities  to  grow .  They  help  to  remove

the  sinful  habits  [anger ,  greed ,  fear ,  pride ,

lust ,  etc ,]  and  help  us  to  become  who  God

wants  us  to  be .  Perseverance  cannot  be

learned  simply  by  studying ;  it  must  be

practiced .  It  is  only  through  diff icult  times

that  our  perseverance  can  develop  and  be

strengthened .  God  cannot  work  through  us

until  He  has  worked  in  us !  These  tr ials  are

what  allow  us  to  be  used  by  Him !)
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James tells us that the testing of our faith

produces perseverance (steadfastness,

endurance).  Why is perseverance so

important? How have you seen this process

at work in your own l ife? 



Consider the following as you pray together:

The wall  around Jerusalem was f inished

despite intense opposition and pressure

from the enemy. What task or commitment

in your l ife has you feeling overwhelmed?

How can Nehemiah's example encourage

you to press on and f inish? How can you

shift  your focus from the temporary pain

or frustration of a tr ial  to the long-term

eternal maturity it  produces?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

PRAYPRAYPRAY
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(Open  for  discussion .  Perseverance  is

necessary  because  it  is  what  helps  us  to

continue  to  grow ,  overcome  obstacles  and

diff icult  circumstances ,  and  reach  long-term

goals .  It  helps  us  to  reach  our  full  potential

and  have  a  sense  of  purpose  in  Christ .  It  also

strengthens  our  faith  and  hope !)



Do you truly believe your quiet,

unnoticed, or diff icult  work matters to

God? If  you knew for certain that your

efforts today would have a lasting impact

in eternity,  what would you change about

your daily decisions? 

Are you allowing your tr ials to make you

more l ike Jesus, or are you trying to

escape the work they are doing in your

life? What is one thing you can do this

week to allow perseverance to f inish its

work in your l ife?

Who do you need to encourage this week,

reminding them that their  labor for the

Lord is not in vain?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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