




Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can

see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable

level .

We hope those who

part ic ipate in the study

walk away knowing ,  feel ing ,

and doing di f ferent ly  as a

resul t  of  amazing

discussion .



Martin Luther wrote: “A rel igion that gives
nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing is
worth nothing.” An item’s value is always
determined by the investment made, whether
it be time, money, or personal sacrif ice.  Jesus’
invitation to “Fol low Me” isn’t for the faint of
heart!  It  is an invitation to make a sacrif icial
investment.

It is our love for God and our love for others
that wil l  make us move forward and do the
l ife saving work that Jesus has cal led us to.
When we trust Him with our l ives we wil l  be
able to face whatever we must in order to
fol low His wil l ,  and our eternal impact on the
l ives of others wil l  be great when we tap into
the same power Jesus did: t ime with the
Father and knowing that His l ife was in His
loving hands. The more we know Him, the
more we love Him; the more we love Him, the
more we obey Him; the more we obey Him,
the more spir itual blessing we wil l  harvest for
ourselves and others.  

WEEK
FIVE
WEEK
FIVE

LIVING A
SACRIFICIAL LIFE!

LIVING A
SACRIFICIAL LIFE!

Passages we'l l  review:
Luke 9:23-24; Matthew 6:31-33; Isaiah 51:1 ,  6-8



What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to real ly think? Did
anything chal lenge you?

Have you ever paid much more than an item
was worth for something you real ly wanted?
Why?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is at a comfortable level .  

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that affected you more than others?
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As Jesus was speaking to His disciples in this
passage, He had just told them about the
upcoming events that would take place,
including His death and resurrection, but
Jesus knew He wasn’t the only one who
would face diff icult ies.  He didn’t tel l  of His
coming suffering to be comforted or to gain
sympathy, but to help His disciples
understand the REAL cost of fol lowing Him!

Read Luke 9:23-24
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What is the “cross” that you carry? Do you
take it up daily? Why must we take up our
cross so often?



 How does this look in our everyday lives?

(Open for discussion)
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( In Jesus’ t ime, death on the cross was not a
good thing. It was considered the worst
type of death and the most humil iating
punishment. It was taboo to even speak of
the cross,  much less wear it on clothing or
as jewelry.  For Jesus, the cross was His
destination here on this earth. As He took
up His cross,  He endured the worst that the
world could throw at Him, because He had
come to do God’s work and pay the penalty
for sin,  bringing glory and honor to God. We
can be easi ly distracted by the world around
us and lose sight of what God has given us
to do (our cross) ,  so we must daily
remember to take our eyes off of the world
around us and fol low Him, no matter the
cost.)



While some who fol low Christ wil l  actual ly die
for the sake of Christ ,  not al l  wi l l .  However,
when we choose to fol low Him, we wil l  be
required to deny ourselves - our pleasures,
our possessions, and our old self in general .

Jesus used the metaphor of death in this
passage. Why must we die to “self?” Is God
call ing us to a l ife of misery? 

(Our self ish nature is so pervasive that it
must die in order for the new l ife in Christ to
reign in our l ives.  This al lows us to be a
blessing for someone else. God is cal l ing us
to an abundant l ife l ike the one He
mentioned in John 10:10, and we wil l  “f ind”
our l ife when we lose it and with that, true
joy.)
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What are some of the things you have
“lost” because of your decision to follow
Him (other than your physical l ife)? What
was the result? Did you experience joy as a
result? Explain.

(Open for discussion)

How is this message different from the
“gospel” message that many in our world
preach today? Why do they not tell  people
what the true cost of following Christ is?
What happens as a result? What are we to
do with this?

(Many today teach a health, wealth, and
prosperity gospel .  They don’t give the true
Gospel message, because it isn’t appealing
to many in the world. Matthew 7:13-14 tel ls
us that the road that leads to l ife is narrow
and diff icult ,  and only a few wil l  f ind it .
Those who don’t fol low this road wil l  end up
in death and destruction without a
relationship with Christ.  We know that as
fol lowers of Christ,  we must suffer rejection,
pain, and possibly even death, just as Christ
did. It is only through this path that we can
find true, everlasting l ife!)
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(When we seek His kingdom, we are trusting
God with our l ives and our needs. We must
put Him first,  because worrying takes al l  of
the joy out of our l ives.  It can even affect
our physical health. Worry stems from a
heart that doesn’t trust God ful ly.  When we
seek Him first,  we aren’t focused on outside
circumstances, but on His work and
strength.)

We must make a choice to value suffering for
Him more than the things this world values.
As we choose to fol low Christ and please
Him, we wil l  f ind meaning and hope for this
l ife here on earth!

Dallas Willard writes: “The simplest way to
think about the kingdom of God is God in
action for us and with us.” When we seek
God’s kingdom, what are we really doing?

Read Matthew 6:31-33
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(Concerning matters of universal
importance, seeking God and building His
kingdom is f irst!  Nothing matters more than
the eternal destination of souls,  and nothing
has the power to restore people l ike
connecting them to God.)

Why do we need to seek God and building
His kingdom first?

Verse 33 has an exhortation as well as a
promise. Describe what each part might
look like in your l ife when you fully seek
Him above all  things. 
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(The exhortation is that we seek God and
His r ighteousness above everything else. The
promise is that He wil l  provide for us.  He
isn’t saying we should forget about our
concerns, but rather,  He tel ls us to focus our
concerns and thoughts on Him. Our priority
is to do His work! Open for discussion on
applications.)



In Isaiah 51,  we f ind the remnant of people
who had remained faithful to God and sought
Him, even in t imes of despair and
destruction. God reminded them where they
had come from, what He had done for them
in the past,  and that He was on their side! 

Read Isaiah 51:1,  6-8
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When you are feeling discouraged or
defeated, what event(s) in your own life
can you look back on to be reminded of
God’s faithfulness and power to help you
trust Him in your current circumstances?
Share with your LifeGroup.

(Open for discussion)



What two things does the Lord remind His
people of in the face of difficulty and
despair? How can we actively look to the
heavens to focus on the eternal things
instead of being distracted by the things
of this world?

(God reminded them of His salvation and
righteousness, even in the face of captivity
and defeat. In their weakness, God in His
own righteousness came to their aid to
defend them and del iver them. It is only
through His r ighteousness that we find our
salvation and our victory! As we seek Him
and pursue His r ighteousness, He wil l  receive
glory, honor,  and praise for who He is !  The
things of this world wil l  be destroyed, but
with God on our side and our focus on Him,
we can look forward to an eternity with
Him!)
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Jesus instructs us to deny ourselves,  take up
our cross dai ly,  and fol low Him. This
command indicates the level of sacrif ice,
effort,  and total commitment it wi l l  take to
fol low Him. We must choose Jesus over our
own ways and desires.  We risk everything
when we fol low Him! 

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together:
What things have you been excessively
worried about that distract you from
God’s goodness and from doing what He
has given you to do? Write them down and
commit to praying over them dai ly.  

If  we bel ieve God is real and is who He
says He is ,  what are some things we can
do to prepare ourselves for the work He
has cal led us to do? Are you doing these
things? With whom do you need to share
His message of hope this week?

“A man who hasn’t found something he is
will ing to die for is not fit to l ive.” (Martin
Luther King, Jr.)
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In the beginning, God created the earth, sea,
and sky and gave l ight to the world He had
made. He f i l led the earth, sea, and sky with
l iving creatures and of each thing created, He
saw that it  was “good.” But God’s f inal creation
was different from al l  of the rest.  He chose to
make man in His image, male and female. Then
He blessed the man and the woman, and gave
them rule over al l  that He had created,
promising to provide for their every need.
When God looked at al l  He had created, He
then said it was “very good.” God had a
personal relationship with the people He had
created.
After the fal l  of man, we see a much different
story.  Sin crept in and distorted man’s view.
Mankind began to question God’s plan and
chose to pursue what was r ight in their own
eyes. They turned away from God and al l  He
had given them. They took to violence and
indifference toward others.  God continued to
pursue them, but they continued to turn away
from Him unti l  the day f inal ly arrived for the
judgment that awaited them. In this week’s
study, we wil l  look at God’s plan to restore His
relationship with the people He created and
how we are to respond as a result of His
provision.  
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What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to real ly think? Did
anything chal lenge you?

When you got into trouble and needed
discipl ine growing up, did your parents ever
tel l  you, “This hurts me more than it hurts
you?” Did you agree with them at the time?
Do you agree with them now? Explain.

If  your LifeGroup had a night of “Show and
Tell , ”  what would you bring? Why?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is at a comfortable level .  

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that affected you more than others?

Passages we'l l  review:
Genesis 6:5-8; Hebrews 12:2-3; 
1  Corinthians 1 :26-31

WEEK
SIX
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THE ANGUISH OF
THE CROSS!

THE ANGUISH OF
THE CROSS!



How does the sinfulness of humankind
affect God? What does it tell  us about His
character? 

(Sin grieves God. When the people He had
created and set apart to have a relationship
with Him chose to compromise their bel iefs
and choose the way of the world, He was
grieved and remorseful .  His creation,
created in His image, no longer reflected His
glory. His response to their sinfulness
reminds us of God’s hol iness,  r ighteousness,
perfection, and sovereignty.)

Read Genesis 6:5-8

(Open for discussion)

When you see how God felt about the
wickedness of the people He had created,
does it change how you view God? Does it
change the way you think about sin?
Explain.
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What struggles may people have with this
passage? How can you help them work
through this? 

(Many may struggle with God’s decision to
destroy the earth as a result of sin,  rather
than choosing to “ love” them and correct
them. God is a loving God, but He is also a
just God, and sin must be dealt with if  we
are to have a relationship with Him! Just as
a parent must discipl ine their chi ldren in
order to help them grow and mature, so God
must discipl ine us.  We can find comfort in
knowing that God isn’t distant and unaware
of what goes on in the world around us; He
is involved in everything that goes on! 2
Chronicles 16:9 tel ls us:  “The eyes of the Lord
roam throughout the earth to show Himself
strong for those whose hearts are
completely His.”  Our only hope when we are
faced with God’s wrath is His grace! We
cannot do anything on our own, but He
provides the strength we need in those
diff icult t imes.)
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(Noah was a r ighteous man, blameless,  and
he walked with God. He feared God and
obeyed His commands, trusting what God
said. Noah wasn’t perfect;  he was human. He
sti l l  s inned, but he desired to do the things
that God commanded and sought to fol low
Him despite the cost or the consequences
because of his faith in God.)

WEEK
SIX
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THE ANGUISH OF
THE CROSS!
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Genesis 6:9 and Hebrews 11:7 tell  us more
about Noah. Despite the condition of the
world he l ived in, Noah found favor in the
eyes of God. What characteristics set Noah
apart from the others of his day? Was he
“perfect?” Explain.

(Open for discussion)

What are some indicators in our l ives today
that we walk in a relationship with God by
faith as Noah did? Where is it hard for you
right now in your own faith?



Warren Wiersbe writes:  “One of Satan’s most
successful devices is compromise. If  he can
delude God’s people into abandoning their
privi leged posit ion of separation from sin
and communion with God, then he can
corrupt them and lead them into sin.”  Satan
sought to lead the godly l ine of people to
mix with the ungodly,  so that they would
conform to the world around them rather
than stand out.  

(Open for discussion)

How do people who don’t know God find
meaning or purpose in their l ives? 
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Read Hebrews 12:2-3



(Like athletes,  we must keep our eyes
focused on the goal,  our f inish l ine, without
any distractions. When we look to Jesus, we
are putting our trust in Him. We are
exhibiting an attitude of faith, not just an
action. Just as Jesus’ faith enabled Him to
endure the cross,  our faith reminds us of the
promise of hope, our future with Him!)

Why is it so important that we fix our eyes
on Jesus rather than ourselves? 

WEEK
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(Open for discussion)

The writer of Hebrews tells us to fix our
eyes on Jesus. What does this mean in our
everyday lives? How does it affect our
eternal purpose in l ife?



How does it help us to remember what
Christ endured, so that we don’t “grow
weary and lose heart?” Give an example of
this in your own life.

(Open for discussion)
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Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

(Open for discussion)

How does the world define wisdom? How
has God “made foolish the wisdom of the
world?” 

Why does God show His power and wisdom
through things that are foolish, weak, or
lowly (despised)? 

(God chooses to use things the world
doesn’t value or esteem in order to show us
that the world’s standards are incorrect.  Al l
that we have and al l  that we are is only
because of Him! By using these things, He is
able to show us how much we need Him and
His grace.)  



What are some Biblical examples of God
using the lowly to do great things and
accomplish His will? How does this
encourage you?

(Gideon and his army of 300, Joshua and the
battle of Jericho, David versus Goliath, etc.
Open for discussion.)
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What does this teach us about boasting?
How should we boast?

(God does not want us to boast of our own
accomplishments or abil it ies;  this takes our
focus off of Him. He cal ls us,  not because of
who we are or what we can do, but in order
that through our weakness and imperfection
He can show His glory and power! Jeremiah
9:24 tel ls us,  “But the one who boasts should
boast in this,  that he understands and
knows Me - that I  am the Lord, showing
faithful love, justice, and righteousness on
the earth, for I  del ight in these things.”)



Consider the fol lowing as you pray together:

We are cal led to glorify God. Do you l ive
up to this cal l ing? What areas do you need
to work on in your l ife? 

Our salvation is much l ike Noah’s - we
found favor,  or obtained grace, in the eyes
of the Lord. Our salvation is based solely
on Him and His wil l ingness to die in our
place. What can you do to better l ive for
Him?

We are told to “boast in the Lord.” How
can you put this into practice this week as
you share Him with those who don’t know
Him?

WEEK
SIX
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GIGO, or “Garbage In,  Garbage Out,” is a phrase
that became popular in the 1960s amid early
work with computers.  In essence, it  means if
you put bad information into your computer,
you wil l  get bad information out of it .  Flawed
data input = garbage output.  The same can be
said of athletes and what they eat.  If  they eat
unhealthy junk food, they can expect to
perform poorly in competit ion. 

Spir itual ly,  this concept has a much greater
effect.  If  we are not careful about what we put
into our minds, we wil l  be f i l led with the
garbage of the world. We wil l  see the sinful
characteristics f low out,  l ike anger,  jealousy,
hate, greed, lying, sexual immoral ity,  and so
much more. When we are careful to f i l l  our
minds with the things of God and al low Him to
fi l l  our hearts,  we wil l  see the outpouring of
love, joy,  peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,  gentleness,  and self-control - the
things of God! It  can be easy to drift away from
these things when we find ourselves in the
middle of hectic,  stressful ,  trying times. In this
week’s study, we wil l  look at the importance of
surrounding ourselves with other bel ievers to
help us keep our focus on God and encouraging
us to not turn away from Him when we find
ourselves in t imes of doubt.

WEEK
SEVEN
WEEK
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THE DANGER
OF UNBELIEF!
THE DANGER

OF UNBELIEF!



Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is at a comfortable level .

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that impacted you more than others?

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to real ly think? Did
anything chal lenge you?

Can you think of a t ime in your l ife when you
“drifted away” or deviated from your core
values and bel iefs and it turned out good?
Explain.

WEEK
SEVEN
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THE DANGER
OF UNBELIEF!
THE DANGER

OF UNBELIEF!

Passages we'l l  review:
Hebrews3:12-14;  Proverbs 4:20-27



In this week’s video, we saw that the
writer of Hebrews addressed “brothers and
sisters.” Why is this warning directed
toward everyone, and not just one or two
specific people? What does this say to you
about the importance of community?  

As we saw in Sunday’s message, many chose
to turn away from Jesus and not bel ieve. In
Hebrews, we find it was the same, just as the
nation of Israel chose not to fol low God,
despite what they had seen Him do
throughout the Old Testament. They
wandered away from God and their hearts
were hardened.

Read Hebrews 3:12-14 
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(Unanswered prayers,  prayers answered
differently from what is wanted, diff icult
trials that cause us to doubt God’s
goodness, not spending time with God, not
keeping our relationship with God close and
growing, etc.)

WEEK
SEVEN
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THE DANGER
OF UNBELIEF!
THE DANGER

OF UNBELIEF!

What are some of the circumstances that
can lead to an “unbelieving heart?”

(Everyone is at r isk of facing opposition and
unbelief as they go through diff iculties in
l ife.  We need fel low believers.  When we are
in isolation, we can easi ly become
overwhelmed and distracted. Our fel lowship
with other bel ievers provides us with the
encouragement we need to stand firm and
not give up l iving for Him rather than turn
back to the world’s way of l ife.)



(We should encourage each other daily.
Open for discussion.)

How often are we told to encourage or
exhort one another? What would this look
like in your l ife? In your LifeGroup?

WEEK
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THE DANGER
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The writer of Hebrews stirs up his readers to
encourage, or exhort,  one another.  To exhort
someone means to strongly encourage them;
to give warnings or advice; to make an urgent
appeal .  



WEEK
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THE DANGER
OF UNBELIEF!
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OF UNBELIEF!

(Sin ensnares and traps us.  It often
exaggerates the “benefits” of the sin and
hides the consequences. It can also convince
us that the sin is more secure or pleasurable
than doing the right thing.)

Why is sin so deceitful?

(We are participants and partners with
Christ.  As we fol low Christ,  we can be heirs
of God and co-heirs with Christ;  al l  of His
resources are available to us,  to strengthen
and direct us.)

What does it mean that we are companions
of, or partakers in, Christ? 



Read Proverbs 4:20-27

Why is it so important to guard your heart?

WEEK
SEVEN
WEEK
SEVEN

THE DANGER
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Why does the writer of Hebrews talk so
much about holding firmly?

(We must hold strongly to the things that
we have in Christ.  We cannot lose sight of
what He has cal led us to do, al lowing
routines and “good” things to distract us.
Our responsibi l ity to share Christ is
continuous. When we first fol low Him, we are
ful l  of hope and confidence. When times get
tough, we must rely on this same hope to
sustain us.  Through Christ,  God gives us the
strength we need to endure diff icult t imes.)

( In the Old Testament, the heart
represented more than just emotions. It was
considered the whole personality or being. It
is the source of our words and our actions. If
our heart is spir itually healthy, it  wil l  spread
that l ife to every other part of who we are.
But if  our heart is unhealthy, it  wil l  spread
disease to every other part.)



( It is so easy to be distracted when we don’t
focus on our destination. We must remember
Who we serve, that everything we do should
glorify Him, and that our f inal destination is
eternity with Him. Our lack of focus causes
us to be led down the wrong path. As we
wander off ,  we wil l  usually f ind ourselves in
situations that are ful l  of trouble and
despair .)

Why is it so important to keep your eyes
straight ahead, to keep your feet on the
ways that are firm, and to keep your foot
from evil?
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THE DANGER
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OF UNBELIEF!

( It is important for us to pray and spend
time in the Word, but we also NEED other
believers!  They can help us stay focused by
holding us accountable,  encouraging us,  and
warning us when we are heading down the
wrong path.)

What can you do to guard yourself and
remain steadfast and true as you go
through life, keeping your “heart” healthy?



WEEK
SEVEN
WEEK
SEVEN

THE DANGER
OF UNBELIEF!
THE DANGER

OF UNBELIEF!

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together:

How is your heart-attitude toward God?
Are you obeying His commands and
fol lowing what He is leading you to do?
Where do you feel discouraged right now?
Where might unbelief be creeping into
your heart? How can your LifeGroup come
alongside you to encourage you this week?
In order to be a person of encouragement,
we al l  need to be encouraged!
How can you be a person of
encouragement this week? Who can you
share the love and hope of Christ with this
week? Remember, you may be used to
lead an unbeliever to Christ !

It  is not enough to have strong commitments
and convictions; we must also have strong
connections where we can be encouraged,
supported, and held accountable.  Otherwise,
we tend to drift away from the things we
need most!
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For centuries,  l ighthouses have been used to
aid mariners in their travels through the
dangerous seas.  Over the centuries,  they
were used to mark dangerous coastl ines,
hazardous shoals,  reefs,  rocks,  and safe
entries to harbors.  The height of the tower
was dependent on the location of the
l ighthouse; tal ler l ighthouses for f lat
shorel ines and smaller structures for tal ler
cl iffs.  For more remote areas,  some were
built offshore, in the water or on a small  reef
or submerged island. 

The l ight f lashed in a pattern to provide
identif ication to the mariners at sea. They
were painted to stand out against the
background in the dayl ight hours.  They also
assisted the mariners in establishing their
posit ion and guiding them to their
destination. The l ighthouse was maintained
by the l ighthouse keeper,  whose job was to
“keep a good l ight.”  The keeper worked 24/7
to keep the l ight shining and ensure the
safety of those out at sea. 

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!
REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!



 In 1870, songwriter Phi l ip Bl iss was travel ing
with the famous evangelist D.L.  Moody. After
hearing Moody tel l  the story of a l ighthouse
for those in peri l  at sea, he penned the song
Let the Lower Lights Be Burning. The f irst
verse and chorus say:

     Brightly beams our Father’s mercy     
     From His l ighthouse evermore, 
     But to us He gives the keeping 
     Of the l ights along the shore. 

     Let the lower l ights be burning, 
     Send a gleam across the wave. 
     Some poor fainting, struggl ing seaman 
     You may rescue, you may save.

Tonight,  we wil l  take a look at what it  means
for fol lowers of Christ to stand out and stand
firm as we reflect the l ight of Christ to those
around us and to use His l ight to bring others
into the safety of His harbor when they begin
an abundant l ife with Him. 

Passages we'l l  review:
Phil ippians 2:14-16;  Matthew 5:14;  John 5:22

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!
REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!



Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is at a comfortable level .

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that impacted you more than others?

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!
REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to real ly think? Did
anything chal lenge you?

Despite al l  of the modern conveniences and
luxuries we have in l ife,  people sti l l  f ind
things to complain about. Why do you think
we do this? 

Do you enjoy being around someone who
complains al l  the time? Why or why not?



WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

Read Philippians 2:14-16 

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!
REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY!

How are complaining, constructive
criticism, and critical thinking different?
Does it have anything to do with our
motives and how we choose to voice our
differences? 

(Open for discussion)

What is at the core of someone who
constantly complains?

(When someone complains constantly,  it  is a
reflection of what is in their heart.  They may
not know Christ personally.  They may have
allowed the things of this world to pul l  them
away from Him. Things that distract us
include: bel ieving God got things wrong,
ungratefulness,  being short-sighted in
understanding His plan, entitlement, etc.)



When we complain or argue, how does it
affect our relationship with God? How does
it affect our witness to those who don’t
know Christ? What should we do when we
feel the urge to complain?

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

(When we complain and argue, we fi l l  our
hearts and minds with things that are not of
Him. As a result ,  it  causes a r ift in our
relationship with Him, as we look to the
things of this world rather than to Him. It
also hurts our witness to those who don’t
know Him and can cause others to stumble
in their walk with Him. God desires us to be
l ike Christ,  conformed to His image, so when
we face diff iculties,  we can counter the urge
to complain and argue by looking to Him
and al lowing Him to guide us instead.)

Paul reminds us that we are to l ive in a way
that is blameless and pure. Blameless refers
to our actions, and pure reflects the state of
our heart.  We wil l  not be perfect,  but we are
to pursue holiness,  seeking to be l ike Christ ,
ful ly devoted to Him as we rid ourselves of
the attitudes and actions that taint our
witness for Him.



(We are able to become a l ight for the
world, a city on a hi l l ,  a shining star.
Fol lowing Christ leads to a change of heart,
which al lows us to serve Him without
complaining or arguing. As we fol low Him,
we can then reflect His nature rather than
that of the world around us. The world is a
dark place, ful l  of sin,  but we can al low His
l ight to shine through us and reflect His
glory. Then we can stand out to those
around us and provide guidance and
direction as we point them to Him. We can
draw them in to see what makes us
different.)

When we don’t grumble or complain, what
are we able to become? How are we to
“shine l ike stars” in our world today?

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

Read Matthew 5:14



Paul wrote of a “crooked and perverted
generation.” Does this apply in our world
today? Why or why not? How are we to
respond?

(The world we l ive in today is also crooked
and perverted, twisting the truth and
directing people away from God. We are to
l ive differently from the rest of the world.
The world offers no hope, but our faith in
Christ provides us with hope and salvation
as we are witnesses for Him! It is the only
thing that can give us the direction and
strength we need to do what He has cal led
us to do.)

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

Paul talks about standing before the Lord
and having a reason to boast. What would
you want to boast about upon the return
of Christ the King? Is it similar to Paul’s
reasons? Explain.

(Open for discussion)



Isaiah 60 is a passage that points us to our
future hope, the return of Christ .  Throughout
the Bible,  God dwelt among His people, in
the tabernacle,  later in the temple, and then
through Christ Himself .  Now we have His
presence through the Holy Spir it .  This
passage reminds us that we can also look
ahead to the future, where we wil l  dwell  in
His presence forever as Christ returns as the
King of Kings!  

What two things are we instructed to do in
verse 1? How would it look when we put
them into practice?

(We are told to arise and shine. “Arise” is a
command to stand up and stand out for
Him. We are to l ive differently from the
world around us. “Shine” reminds us not to
retreat, but to face the world around us
head on, relying on Him to guide, direct,  and
strengthen us.)  

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

REFLECTING ON THE
SAVIOR’S MINISTRY

Read Isaiah 60:1-5



This passage points to our future with Him
that will  be fulfi l led upon Christ’s return.
How does this promise encourage you as
you serve Him today?

(Open for discussion)

Have you experienced His l ight for
yourself? Have you chosen to surrender
your l ife to Him and accept His gift of
salvation? If not, talk with someone in your
LifeGroup and allow them to share and
pray with you.



Consider the fol lowing as you pray together:

Think of the times you are tempted to
complain or argue. Pray for God’s
direction in how you can overcome this.
Al low those in your LifeGroup to help hold
you accountable as you are a l ight for Him!

Are you hiding your l ight for Christ or are
you shining it for al l  to see? Remember
that we are cal led to share His l ight with
others!  Who in your l ife can you share His
l ight with and make a difference? Pray for
opportunities to shine His l ight to those
around you. 

If  you don’t have a personal relationship
with Christ ,  talk with your LifeGroup
leader,  a LifeGroup member, or one of our
pastors.  Don’t al low another day to pass
without Him!

WEEK
FOUR
WEEK
FOUR

THE TRIUMPHAL
ENTRY OF JESUS!

THE TRIUMPHAL
ENTRY OF JESUS!






