




Take some t ime in  advance to
read and consider  the Bible
study quest ions and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage discussion.

Make sure  everyone can see
the screen and the audio is  a t
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those who
part ic ipate  in  the s tudy walk
away knowing,  feel ing,  and
doing different ly  as  a  resul t
of  amazing discussion.



We serve a  God who is  able  to  understand us .  There
is  a  reason for  this :  God became f lesh in  the form
of Jesus Chris t .  He was miraculously conceived,  yet
natural ly  del ivered.  He was born,  yet  born of  a
virgin.  Had Jesus s imply descended to  ear th  in  the
form of  a  mighty being,  we would respect  him but
never  draw near  to  him.  After  a l l ,  we would wonder
how God could understand what  i t  means to  be
human.  On the other  hand,  had Jesus been
biological ly  conceived with two ear thly parents ,  we
would draw near  to  him but  not  want  to  worship
him.  After  a l l ,  we would wonder  i f  he was any
different  than you and me.  But  because Jesus is
both—at once God and human—we have the best  of
both worlds .  He is  ful ly  human,  so we draw near  to
him.  He is  ful ly  divine,  so we worship him.  Our
God gets  us .  As a  resul t ,  we are  not  lef t  to  languish
on our  own but  f ind mercy and grace when we need
i t .  This  week,  we wil l  be s tudying God’s  promise in
His  Word that  He understands us  and everything we
wil l  face on this  ear th .

Passages we' l l  review:
Colossians 1:15-23;  Luke 2:41-52;  
Matthew 26:23-46;  Hebrews 5:7-10;  
Hebrews 10:19-23;  Isaiah 40:28-31



What s tood out  to  you from the message this  week?
What  led you to  real ly  think? Did anything
chal lenge you?

When you “blew i t”  as  a  chi ld ,  how did you feel
about  your  mistake? About  yourself?  About  others
involved? 

From whom did you draw comfort?

Make sure  everyone can see the screen and the
audio is  a t  a  comfortable  level .

What  jumped out  a t  you from the video in  this
session? What  are  some of  the key points  that
impacted you more than others?

This week’s  video is  found in RightNow Media.
We wil l  be viewing the Week 6 video  of  the
Unshakable Hope series  by Max Lucado,  God
Gets  You .  



**Material  has been adapted from Unshakable
Hope Study Guide by Max Lucado.

(Open for  discussion)  

How would you answer someone who genuinely
asked,  “Who is  Jesus”?

Read Colossians 1:15-23

(Open for  discussion)  

Of the l ist  of  statements  Paul  makes of  Jesus,
which one is  most  meaningful  to  you? Which one
surprises  you most? Which one have you not
thought of  before?



What would cause you to lose hope and shake
your faith? How does Jesus’  deity give you
confidence in His  abi l i ty  to  overcome anything
you face?

(Open for  discussion.  Jesus is  the image of  God.
Because Chris t  is  the Creator  of  al l  things,  He
holds  al l  things together .  He has absolute
supremacy over  al l  of  creat ion.  While  He came to
earth as  a  man,  He had exis ted before al l  things.
Everything we need can be found in  Chris t .  He is
the head of  the church and He is  i ts  source of  l i fe .
He has conquered death through His  resurrect ion,
and we can f ind comfort  and assurance in  knowing
that  we,  too,  wi l l  be  resurrected with Him for
eterni ty .  Through Him,  we have been reconci led to
God,  and we are no longer His  enemies ,  but  His
fr iends.  As a resul t ,  we can have peace while  we
l ive  this  l i fe  on earth and hope for  our future with
Him.)



(We know that  Jesus has experienced a l i fe  much
l ike  ours .  He was raised in  a  working-class  family
with other  s ibl ings.  His  parents ,  though they knew
that  He was the Son of  God,  did not  ful ly
understand what  this  would mean.  However,  Jesus
grew and had experiences much l ike  those we
encounter .  He honored His  earthly  parents ,  He
learned a trade,  He personal ly  experienced and
understood the physical  and emotional  l i fe  of  those
He came to  save.  As a resul t ,  He understands
everything we encounter .  We are not  alone in  our
struggles!)

Why is  the humanity of  Jesus important in
building an ongoing relat ionship with Him? How
does Jesus’  humanity give you a greater
appreciat ion of  His  abi l i ty  to  understand what
you face in this  l i fe?

Read Luke 2:41-52



Jesus told His  disciples  to  stay with Him and
pray during His  hour of  need,  yet  they could not
stay awake.  What distracts  you from l iving as  a
faithful  disciple? 

(Open for  discussion)

Read Matthew 26:36-46

How does Jesus’  struggle  in the Garden of
Gethsemane help you relate  to  some of  your own
trials ,  temptations,  or struggles? 

(Open for  discussion)



How do these passages remove any barriers  to
approach God with your struggles  and increase
your confidence that  He wil l  hear your prayers?

(Open for  discussion.  We know that  Chris t
agonized and suf fered as  wel l ,  but  He chose to  do
the wil l  of  God above everything else .  His
obedience can sustain and encourage us  in  our own
struggles ,  because He is  wi th  us .  He has provided
us with a way to  enter  into God’s  Presence as  our
great  HIgh Priest .  No matter  what  we face,  even
death,  we are to  fol low the example He set  for  us ,
knowing that ,  through HIm alone,  we wil l  be
victorious,  because He is  s trong,  mighty ,  fai thful ,
and holy . )

Read Hebrews 5:7-10 and Hebrews 10:19-23



How was God described in this  passage? What
encouragement can we get  from being reminded
of Him in this  way?

(He was described as  the everlast ing God,  the
Creator  of  the whole earth.  Our creator  is  never
taken by surprise .  He always knows what  we are
going through.  He may not  remove our s truggles ,
but  He can give us  the s trength to  endure those
struggles ,  even when we feel  exhausted and
overwhelmed.)

Read Isaiah 40:28-31

Isaiah wrote  this  passage in  response to  the Jews
who had been held capt ive in  Babylon for  many
years .  They were refugees in  a  foreign place.  They
had no power and no leaders  to  lead them. They
were weak and helpless ,  unable  to  f ight  for
themselves .  They had rebel led against  God and,  as
a  resul t ,  found themselves  dest i tute  and humil ia ted.
But  God had not  forgot ten them! He had a  plan for
them, but  f i rs t ,  they had to  redirect  their  focus
from themselves  to  the God who loved them and
had plans for  them.



Why do we f ind wait ing on the Lord so diff icult?

(Open for  discussion)

On our  own,  we wil l  fa i l ,  but  i f  we put  our  t rust  in
God’s  promises  and His  t iming,  we wil l  have the
strength to  endure whatever  comes our  way as  we
exchange our  weakness  for  His  power!

To whom does God want to give renewed
strength? Why does He want to do this?

(God wants  to  give renewed s trength to  those who
put  their  hope and trust  in  Him -  His  people!  While
His  s trength may not  look l ike  what  we expect ,  i t
wi l l  be  exact ly  what  we need to  endure,  to  keep
f ight ing,  to  not  give up,  even in  the toughest  t imes.
God wants  us  to  look to  Him for  al l  that  we need,
ref lect ing on His  character  and His  promises  and
bringing glory to  Him!)



Consider  the fol lowing as  you pray together :

Wri te  down a few areas  in  your  l i fe  that  you
view as  weaknesses .  Commit  this  week to
reminding yourself  that  you have a  high pr ies t
who understands and accepts  you,  and that  you
can -  and wil l  -  approach Him with confidence
in these areas .

In  what  diff icul t  s i tuat ion in  your  l i fe  do you
need to  experience the comfort  of  the Lord?
You may need the prayer  of  others  for  this .
Find a  f r iend who wil l  pray for  you or  share
with your  LifeGroup.  

There are  people  in  your  l i fe  who need the
confidence of  knowing God understands their
weaknesses .  How can you pray for  one of  these
important  people  in  your  sphere of  inf luence? 



Take some t ime in  advance to
read and consider  the Bible
study quest ions and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage discussion.

Make sure  everyone can see
the screen and the audio is  a t
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those who
part ic ipate  in  the s tudy walk
away knowing,  feel ing,  and
doing different ly  as  a  resul t
of  amazing discussion.



The Holy Spir i t  was central  to  the l i fe  of  the
church.  In  fact ,  everything that  happens from the
beginning of  Acts  to  the end of  Revelat ion is  a
resul t  of  the Holy Spir i t ’ s  work.  The Holy Spir i t
came alongside the disciples ,  indwelt  them, and
gave them the push they needed to  face the
chal lenges ahead.  He wants  to  do the same for  us .
The Holy Spir i t  entered our  l ives  when we
confessed our  fa i th  in  Chris t .  From that  point
forward,  we had access  to  the very power and
personal i ty  of  God! As the Holy Spir i t  has  his  way
in our  l ives ,  a  t ransformation occurs .  We begin to
think l ike God thinks,  love l ike God loves,  and see
l ike God sees .  We can minis ter  in  power and pray
in power and walk in  power.  The Holy Spir i t
promises  to  bapt ize  us  in  power,  just  as  he did for
the bel ievers  in  the ear ly  church.  We just  need to
be open to  his  promptings and be wil l ing to  move
in s tep where he leads.  This  week,  we wil l  be
studying God’s  promise in  Word that  He wil l  give
us power through the Holy Spir i t  wi thin us .

Passages we' l l  review:
1 Corinthians 12:4-14;  Romans 8:26-27;  
1  Thessalonians 5:19-24;  Ezekiel  37:11-14



What s tood out  to  you from the message this  week?
What  led you to  real ly  think? Did anything
chal lenge you?

What  is  the greatest  gif t  you have ever  been given?
Why was i t  special  to  you?

Make sure  everyone can see the screen and the
audio is  a t  a  comfortable  level .

What  jumped out  a t  you from the video in  this
session? What  are  some of  the key points  that
impacted you more than others?

This week’s  video is  found in RightNow Media.
We wil l  be viewing the Week 10 video  of  the
Unshakable Hope series  by Max Lucado,  You
Will  Have Power.



Read 1 Corinthians 1:15-23

(The Spir i t  gives  us  gi f ts  that  enable  us  to  serve in
and benef i t  the  body of  Chris t  -  the Church -  and
to glori fy  God.)  

**Material  has been adapted from Unshakable
Hope Study Guide by Max Lucado.

According to this  passage,  what is  the role  of  the
Holy Spirit  in the work of  the church?

(Open for  discussion)

What are the gifts  the Holy Spirit  has given to
you? How is  He empowering you for ministry
inside the church? How is  He empowering you
for ministry outside the church?



Why do you think God gives  people different
gifts? Ult imately,  why has God given His  people
gifts?

(Just  as  our physical  bodies  have many di f ferent
parts  that  are necessary for  our l i fe  and heal th ,  the
church has many di f ferent  parts  that  are needed in
order to  be a l iv ing,  growing body of  bel ievers .
The Spir i t  knows what  is  needed and each member
has a gi f t ing that  is  speci f ic  to  them.  Every part  is
equal ly  important  to  the l i fe  of  the Church.  We are
to use our gi f ts  as  an of fer ing to  God and to  bring
glory to  Him.)

Read Romans 8:26-27

What is  your main hindrance to prayer? How
can you overcome it?

(Open for  discussion)



What do you think i t  means to pray in the way
described in this  passage? How could you begin
to make this  your regular practice of  prayer?

(When we f ind ourselves  weak,  suf fer ing,  afraid,
and unsure of  what  God is  doing,  the Holy Spir i t
intercedes on our behal f .  He feels  the burdens we
are carrying,  and He is  able  to  communicate  to
God in  a way that  our words cannot  express .  As
His  Spir i t  intercedes for  us ,  we wil l  f ind renewed
hope,  refreshed hearts ,  and s trengthened fai th .
Open for  discussion.)

(God wants  us  to  have a personal  relat ionship with
Him.  He does not  force HImsel f  on us ,  and He
desires  that  we come to  Him by our own decis ion.
Through prayer,  we are able  to  communicate  wi th
Him and encounter  Him personal ly .  We are able  to
surrender our own desires  and seek His  wi l l  above
everything else . )  

If  God knows our needs and the Spirit  is  praying
for us,  why do we need to pray?



(We can quench the Spir i t  by  ignoring the gi f ts  we
have been given.  We can also quench i t  when we
al low thoughts  and act ions that  are contrary to
God’s  ways and His  teachings to  guide our l ives  or
reject  His  Spir i t .  Our s inful  choices  can also
quench the f ire  in  us  -  doubt ,  anger,  immoral i ty ,
e tc . )

What are some ways you can quench the Holy
Spirit  in your l i fe? 

How do you think you can learn to l ive more by
the leading of  the Holy Spirit?

Read Read 1 Thessalonians 5:19-24

(We can tes t  everything by s tudying and knowing
God’s  Word.  We can depend on the guidance and
convict ion of  the Holy Spir i t  to  reveal  His  Truth to
us.  We can hold on to  the good,  which comes from
God,  and s tay away from evi l .  Open for
discussion.)



Read Ezekiel  37:11-14

(Open for  discussion)

What are some practical  ways we can abstain
from every form of  evi l  and stay true to our
faith?

Once again,  we f ind God’s  people  in  capt ivi ty .  But
once again,  we see God’s  promise to  res tore  their
land and renew their  l ives .  God gave Ezekiel  a
vis ion of  a  val ley ful l  of  dry bones,  the bodies  of
people  who had been dead for  many years .  God
instructed Ezekiel  to  prophesy to  them, and as  he
did,  they came together  and were f i l led by breath
from the Lord,  s tanding as  a  vast  army.  As God
explained this  prophecy to  Ezekiel ,  He revealed
their  source of  l i fe ,  His  Spir i t .  Just  as  in  His  vis ion
to Ezekiel ,  we have this  same Spir i t  breathing l i fe
into us .



We find that  the most  s ignif icant  part  of  the
revival  of  the “dry bones” was when God
breathed His  Spirit  into those dry bones.  We can
feel  l ike those dry bones at  t imes.  Describe how
important i t  is  for us to be f i l led with the
ful lness  of  the Holy Spirit? 

(On our own,  we are much l ike  the val ley  of  dry
bones,  l i fe less  and worn down,  void of  hope.  Only
through His  Spir i t  can we become al ive  and
empowered to  l ive  the l ives  He has cal led us  to
l ive .  Open for  discussion.)

How do we crowd out the Holy Spirit  from our
l ives  and feel  l ike Ezekiel  37:11 describes us? 

(We crowd out  the Spir i t  f rom our l ives  by focusing
on the world and our own ef forts .  We lose s ight  of
God and what  He is  doing.  We avoid fe l lowship
with other  bel ievers  and the s tudying of  His  Word.
We feel  overwhelmed by the expectat ions of  this
world and the tr ials  we face.)



To whom does God want to give renewed
strength? Why does He want to do this?

(God wants  to  give renewed s trength to  those who
put  their  hope and trust  in  Him -  His  people!  While
His  s trength may not  look l ike  what  we expect ,  i t
wi l l  be  exact ly  what  we need to  endure,  to  keep
f ight ing,  to  not  give up,  even in  the toughest  t imes.
God wants  us  to  look to  Him for  al l  that  we need,
ref lect ing on His  character  and His  promises  and
bringing glory to  Him!)

Why do we f ind wait ing on the Lord so diff icult?

(Open for  discussion)

Just  as  God promised to  res tore  His  people ,  He can
also restore  l i fe  to  us ,  no matter  how dry or  dead
we may feel .  Our  hope and prayer  in  t imes of
despair  should be for  His  Spir i t  to  renew us and
bring us  back to  l i fe!  He is  our  only Hope!



Consider  the fol lowing as  you pray together :

Wri te  down some things that  tend to  dis t ract
you from fol lowing the leading of  the Holy
Spir i t .  Recognize the sources  of  those
dis t ract ions.  Reflect  on pract ical  ways to
change your  rhythms and rout ines  to  a l low for
greater  work of  the Holy Spir i t .

I f  God withdrew His  Holy Spir i t  for  a  week,
would you not ice? Where do you need to  see the
power in  God’s  Promise working more clear ly?

Think about  those in  your  sphere of  inf luence
who may not  be experiencing the power of  the
Holy Spir i t .  As the Lord told Ezekiel  to
prophesy to  the dry bones,  He is  a lso te l l ing us
to prophesy to  those around us  who are
spir i tual ly  dead -  to  lovingly share  the Good
News of  Jesus Chris t .  Are you equipped,  ready,
and wil l ing to  see others  res tored to  l i fe?  I f
not ,  what  needs to  happen?



Take some t ime in  advance to
read and consider  the Bible
study quest ions and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage discussion.

Make sure  everyone can see
the screen and the audio is  a t
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those who
part ic ipate  in  the s tudy walk
away knowing,  feel ing,  and
doing different ly  as  a  resul t
of  amazing discussion.



The Chris t ian hope depends ent i re ly  upon the
assumption that  Jesus Chris t  died a  physical  death,
vacated an actual  grave,  and ascended into heaven
where he—at this  moment—reigns as  head of  the
church.  The resurrect ion changed everything.  I f  we
embrace this  promise,  i t  changes our  own eterni ty .
There wil l  come a  moment  where we pass  f rom this
l i fe  to  the next .  No more s t ruggle  with the ear th .
No more shame before God.  No more tension
between people .  No more death.  This  is  our  hope
for  tomorrow—but i t  can br ing s t rength to  us
today.  Our f inest  moment  wil l  be our  f inal
moment!  We have a  promise from the l iving God
that  our  death wil l  be swal lowed up in  victory!
Jesus Chris t  rose from the dead not  just  to  show us
his  power but  a lso to  reveal  our  path.  He wil l  lead
us through the val ley of  death.  This  week,  we wil l
be s tudying God’s  promise in  his  Word that  Jesus
has won the ul t imate  victory over  death and the
grave.  

Passages we' l l  review:
1 Corinthians 15:20-23,  15:50-58;  Luke 23:39-43;
Matthew 25:31-46;  2  Peter  3:9-14;  Isaiah 26:1-6



What s tood out  to  you from the message this  week?
What  led you to  real ly  think? Did anything
chal lenge you?

Which do you bel ieve more:  What  you hear?  What
you see? What  you want?  Why do you think that
is?

Make sure  everyone can see the screen and the
audio is  a t  a  comfortable  level .

What  jumped out  a t  you from the video in  this
session? What  are  some of  the key points  that
impacted you more than others?

This week’s  video is  found in RightNow Media.
We wil l  be viewing the Week 8 video  of  the
Unshakable Hope series  by Max Lucado,  Death
Has Been Defeated.



Why is  the topic  of  death so diff icult  for people
to discuss?

(Open for  discussion)  

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 and 15:50-58

**Material  has been adapted from Unshakable
Hope Study Guide by Max Lucado.

What encouragement do these passages provide
about the future? 

(Open for  discussion.  Chris t ’s  resurrect ion
guarantees  our future resurrect ion.  We know that
al l  of  those belonging to  God,  who have passed on
before us ,  wi l l  be  resurrected when Chris t  returns.
Those who are s t i l l  l iv ing when He returns wil l  be
changed.  We also know that  when He returns,  i t
wi l l  be  quick,  in  the bl ink of  an eye.  Those who
pass on before His  coming wil l  be with the Lord
af ter  they die . )



(In our present ,  earthly  condi t ion,  we are dest ined
to perish because of  our s inful  nature.  Our only
hope is  for  our earthly  condi t ion to  be changed.  We
can f ind present  encouragement  in  knowing that
Jesus,  who was ful ly  God and ful ly  man,  was able
to reverse the penal ty  of  death that  came with the
sin of  Adam. We no longer have to  be afraid of
death,  because we can l ive  in  the l ight  of  His
victory.  Much of  the work that  is  done here on
earth is  done in  vani ty ,  for  our own good or
personal  gain.  However,  Paul  te l ls  us  that  anything
we do for  God’s  glory and in  His  Name wil l  have
eternal  value,  even i f  we don’ t  see i t  a t  the t ime.)  

What encouragement do they provide for your
present?

Read Luke 23:39-43

What was the unshakable hope for the second
thief  on the cross?



(Open for  discussion.  The second thief  on the cross
real ized that  whi le  he and the other  thief  deserved
to die ,  Jesus was innocent;  He did not  deserve to
die .  He understood that  nothing he could ever  do
or say could save him,  only  his  fai th  in  Chris t .
While  he did not  ful ly  understand,  he had great
fai th  that  Chris t  could somehow overcome s in  and
death,  even as  He hung on the cross .  As a resul t ,
even though he was facing death for  the s ins  he
had commit ted,  he could rest  in  knowing that  he
would be in  the presence of  God af ter  he died.)

Read Matthew 25:31-46

(Open for  discussion.  Jesus even saved a criminal
as  he was dying on a cross  as  a  consequence of  his
s in .  For those of  us  who come to  know Chris t
sooner,  not  only  can we rest  in  knowing that  we
wil l  spend eterni ty  wi th  Him,  but  our l ives  can be
so much more useful  and so much more ful f i l l ing
when we surrender to  and bel ieve in  Him.  In this
case,  we can def ini te ly  say the sooner,  the bet ter!)

How does this  give us assurance and comfort
today as  Christ ians?



(Open for  discussion)

How do these words of  Jesus comfort  you? What
concerns do they raise  in you? What does this
passage mean for you personally?

The t rue evidence of  our  bel ief  in  God is  found in
how we t reat  “ the least  of  these”.  What  we do for
others ,  or  how we t reat  others ,  demonstrates  what
we real ly  think about  Jesus.  I f  we t ruly love Him
and are  commit ted to  Him, then we should seek to
do His  wil l  and t reat  those who represent  Him the
same way.  Our act ions wil l  separate  His  obedient
fol lowers  f rom the pretenders  and unbel ievers .  We
know that  Jesus is  coming again,  so we must  l ive
in a  way that  shows we are  a ler t  and ready,  not
wast ing any opportuni ty .  We can be fai thful  with
what  He has  given us ,  looking forward to  the day
He returns .

Read 2 Peter 3:9-14

How does God’s  patience comfort  you? How does
it  chal lenge you?

(Open for  discussion)



How can you anchor your hope in this  passage
when the trials  of  your day seem overwhelming?

(Open for  discussion.  We must  remember that
God’s  t iming is  not  the same as  ours .  Even when we
are going through di f f icul t  t imes,  we must  l ive
knowing that  the t ime is  short ,  and we have been
given important  work to  do for  Him.  In
ant ic ipat ion of  His  return,  we ought  to  l ive  holy
and godly  l ives ,  being found spot less  and
blameless .  Since we know the end of  the s tory,  we
can l ive  at  peace with Him,  even in  the midst  of
tr ials  and suf fer ing!)

(The r ighteous wil l  be the ones al lowed to  enter  in .
This  refers  to  those who have trusted in  Chris t  and
chosen to  fol low Him.)

This passage looks to the t ime when Jesus wil l
reign here on earth,  as  Christ  establ ishes His
kingdom. Who wil l  be al lowed to enter in?

Read Isaiah 26:1-6



The peace we f ind in  Him is  so much more than
just  the absence of  war  or  t rouble .  When we have
the peace of  God,  we can experience wholeness ,
quietness  of  soul ,  preservat ion,  and completeness ,
no matter  the external  c i rcumstances!  

(The key to  perfect  peace is  set t ing our minds on
Chris t  alone and put t ing our trust  in  Him.  We can
never avoid tr ials  and di f f icul t ies  in  the world we
l ive  in ,  but  when we trust  in  Him,  we have His
support ,  held s trong by His  mighty  power and
unchanging love.  Open for  discussion.)

What is  the key to perfect  peace? Why is  this
essential  to  our l ives  as  fol lowers of  Christ?

(No matter  the circumstances,  God is  always with
us.  He always protects  those who trust  in  Him.  He
is  our shel ter  in  t imes of  need.  He wil l  defend us
against  our enemy.)

Why is  God cal led the Everlast ing Rock? 



Consider  the fol lowing as  you pray together :

Think about  an experience you have had with
death.  Maybe you lost  a  parent ,  chi ld ,  f r iend,  or
coworker .  Think of  a  few of  the thoughts  and
emotions you experienced.  Then wri te  two
words:  hope and victory.  How do those two
words compare to  your  other  l is t  of  words? Talk
to God about  how you can view death as
victory.

God has  won the victory over  death.  Where else
have you seen God’s  victory in  your  l i fe  this
week? In what  areas  do you need to  ask God to
reveal  the victory?

How can you pray for  someone in  your  l i fe  who
is  s t ruggl ing r ight  now and coi ls  use a  reminder
of  this  unshakable  promise from God?






