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W E E K  1W E E K  1

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.

W A T C HW A T C H R E A DR E A D D I S C U S SD I S C U S S



For  thousands of  years,  people  have been

obsessed with  the desire  to  f ly .  In  the ear l iest

recorded attempts,  people  studied the

techniques used by b i rds in  order  to  try  and

create their  own f ly ing apparatus.  Their  efforts

were mostly  in  vain  unt i l  men l ike  Leonardo

DaVinci  understood the need for  a  greater

propel l ing  force to  generate l i ft .  In  1903,  the

Wright  brothers were f inal ly  able  to  take the f i rst

control led f l ight  in  an a i rcraft  that  was heavier

than a i r .  One key to  th is  “miracle”  was

discover ing how to generate the upward l i ft

needed.  The solut ion was an a i rfo i l ,  or  curved

surface,  l ike  a  wing,  that  was designed to  take

advantage of  the natural  response of  a i rf low

when it  is  d isrupted.  The shape and s ize d iffer

based on the speed,  weight ,  a lt itude,  and

maneuverabi l i ty  of  the a i rcraft .  Yet  even with  a l l

of  th is ,  the p lane’s  f l ight  is  not  seamless -

sudden shifts  in  a i r  f low can create turbulence

that  d isrupts the f l ight .  These shifts  can be

caused by changes in  a i r  temperature,  objects

l ike mountains or  bui ld ings,  or  two adjacent

layers of  a i r  moving at  d ifferent  speeds.  
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I ronical ly ,  what  creates turbulence for  a i rcraft

can actual ly  be advantageous to  h igh-soar ing

bir ds.  This  “bumpy”  a i r  generates energy-saving

l i ft ,  as  they use the opposit ional  force to  their

advantage!  Instead of  f lapping their  wings,  they

are able  to  catch the a i r  current  and use the

r is ing columns of  warm air ,  or  updraft ,  to  f ly  long

distances,  c l imb great  heights,  or  r ide a long

r idgel ines.  Though they are  in  a  turbulent

environment with  f luctuat ing speeds,  these b i rds

learn to  navigate the chaotic  a i r  environments in

order  to  g l ide seamlessly  through them,  using

the forces to  stay within  the current ,  achieve

better  l i ft ,  and obtain  better  soar ing,  even in

strong,  unstable  a i r  changes.  As fol lowers of

Chr ist ,  we wi l l  f ind ourselves in  d iff icult ,  often

turbulent ,  t imes as wel l .  We can e ither  a l low

them to pul l  us  down and waste our  energy,  or  we

can a l low them to help  us grow in  Chr ist  and

depend on Him as we r ise above them!  This  week,

we wi l l  d iscover  the benefits  that  can be

attained through diff icult  t imes,  and we wi l l  learn

how to v iew them through the lens of  joy  as we

grow to be more l ike  Chr ist  and br ing g lory  to

Him!
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How is  joy different from happiness? Why is  it

important to know the difference?

What is  the hardest test  you remember

taking? What made it  so diff icult?  

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
Passages we'l l  review:

James 1:1-18;  Psalm 46



Read James 1:1-4

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

James warns that tr ials  are inevitable in  the

l ife  of  those who fol low Christ.  In  fact,  in  John

16:33,  Jesus told His  disciples,  “In  the world

you wil l  have tr ibulation (suffering). . . .”  How

does this  chal lenge the way you view the

Christian l ife?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The term “Chr ist ian”  began

as a  derogatory  term,  meaning l i tt le  Chr ists,  or

fol lowers of  Chr ist .  Fol lowing Chr ist  does not

mean that  everything wi l l  suddenly  become

“easy” .  Jesus endured fami ly  re ject ion,  re l ig ious

persecution,  opposit ion,  and even a  cr iminal ’s

death,  as  d id  many of  the ear ly  Chr ist ians.  We

should  not  be surpr ised by  d iff icult  t imes.)
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He also tel ls  us to “count it  al l  joy” whenever

we face tr ials  or  diff iculties.  How does this

command contrast with our  natural  human

reaction to adversity?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The natural   response to

adversity  is  negative.  We aren’t  expected to

pretend that  these tr ia ls  are  p leasant,  but  we

can know that ,  though God does not  cause these

tr ia ls ,  He a l lows us to  go through them to help

discip l ine us,  produce perseverance,  remove

imperfect ions and negative tra its ,  and to  help  us

mature toward hol iness.  We must remember:

“Outlook determines outcome and att itude

determines act ion.”  [Warren Wiersbe])
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The Greek word used here to  descr ibe the types

of  tr ia ls  we wi l l  face translates to  “var ious”  or

“var icolored” ,  much l ike  the var iegated colors  on

a woven rug or  beautifu l  tapestry .  God uses the

different  exper iences and “colors”  of  our  l ives to

make a  beautifu l  masterpiece that  d isplays His

glory !  But  i f  we only  look at  the back of  the rug,

we wi l l  not  see the beauty and majesty,  only  the

messiness that  comes from judging the work by

looking at  the wrong s ide!



Can you share a  specific  season of  hardship or

testing that God ultimately used to mature

your faith or  character? How did you get

through it?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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Why is  perseverance so important in  the l ife  of

a fol lower of  Christ? What does it  look l ike for

a fol lower of  Christ  to  be “mature and

complete”?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Perseverance indicates

endurance or  stamina,  much l ike  that  of  an

athlete.  I t  results  in  matur ity  as we become who

God desires us to  be.  He wants us to  be able  to

keep going,  even when things are  tough.  Our  fa ith

is  a lways being tested.  We must remember  that

testing is  intended to  work for  us,  not  against

us.  God a l lows us to  be tested in  order  to  br ing

out  the best  in  us.  L ike gold ,  when our  fa ith  is

tested,  i t  assures us that  it  is  genuine fa ith ! )
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NOTESNOTESNOTESRead James 1:5-12

Why is  it  so important to ask God for  wisdom

in the middle of  a  stressful  situation,  rather

than just  asking Him for  a  quick f ix  or  a  way

out?

(Open for  d iscussion.  I t  is  not  enough to  s imply

ask for  His  strength,  grace,  and del iverance,

much less an easy way out  of  hard t imes.  When

we seek God’s  wisdom,  we are  able  to  take

advantage of  the opportunit ies God a l lows in

order  to  help  us grow and mature in  our  fa ith .  I t

can a lso help  us to  know how to use our

exper iences for  His  g lory  and our  good.  Wisdom

also helps us to  stay focused on God and not

wander  from His  ways.)

Why is  a  “double-minded”,  or  indecisive,

person compared to a  wave of  the sea? How

does doubt hinder  our  abi l ity  to trust God’s

direction?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Doubt  is  unstable,  and

instabi l i ty  results  in  immatur ity .  I t  causes us to

focus on the wind and the waves instead of  on

Chr ist .  Those who doubt  waver  between being

obedient  to  God and trust ing in  their  own ways.)
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How does God’s kingdom mindset f l ip  our

culture’s  view of  success,  wealth,  and status?

What can we do practical ly  to  ensure that our

identity and security are f irmly rooted in

Christ,  rather  than temporary,  worldly  success

or  possessions?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  value is  not  based on

earthly  wealth  or  poverty .  I t  isn’t  determined by

status or  power,  but  rather  by  what  we have in

Chr ist .  We have spir itual  r iches that  no one can

take away from us,  and the tr ia ls  that  we face

are not  intended to  take anything from us,  but  to

help  us grow in  Him and bui ld  our  character .

World ly  r iches are  f leet ing;  wealth  without

spir itual  wisdom wi l l  u lt imately  result  in

emptiness and d issat isfact ion.  Regardless of

what  we have in  earthly  possessions,  we are  a l l

guaranteed an eternal  inher itance in  Chr ist  when

we fol low Him!)

Read James 1:13-18
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
James clearly  differentiates between God

testing our  faith and us being tempted to sin.

We are reminded that sin  isn’t  simply an act,

but a  process that traces back to our  own

inner desires.  Desire leads to sin  which leads

to death.  Why is  it  so important for  us to

understand that God never  tempts us to sin?

How does this  understanding help us in

spir itual  battles as we f ight sin  in  our  l ives?

Where in  this  chain is  it  most effective to stop

this  process?  

(Open for  d iscussion.  God did  not  create the evi l

we face.  He is  the source of  everything good.

Temptation is  the result  of  our  own s inful ,  evi l

hearts.  The enemy often presents it  as  an

opportunity  to  escape or  avoid  d iff iculty ,  or  to

accompl ish a  “good”  th ing in  a  bad way,  out  of

the wi l l  of  God.  We must be sure to  understand

this  so that  we don’t  b lame God for  our

diff icult ies and rebel  against  Him,  but  instead,

re ly  on Him to help  us through,  to  make us holy

and strengthen our  fa ith  in  Him.)



How does meditating on God’s unchanging

character  change how you view your current

struggles? How does it  bring you comfort

during unpredictable or  diff icult  t imes in  your

l ife?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Because God is  constant

and unchanging,  we can a lways depend on His

goodness,  fa ithfulness,  and love.  Even when we

don’t  understand,  we can remember  what  He has

done before and hold  on to  that . )
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Psalm 46 is  credited as being the basis  for

Mart in  Luther ’s  hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is  Our

God.”  I t  focuses on the presence of  the Lord with

His  people  as they trust  Him through the

chal lenges and d iff icult  t imes of  l i fe ,  and

especia l ly  as  they are  del ivered from a  great

adversary .

NOTESNOTESNOTES

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER



The psalmist  doesn’t  mention simple day-to-

day struggles,  but l ife-changing,  catastrophic

events,  similar  to  Moses and the Israel ites at

the Red Sea.  The enemy didn’t  cease or  desist,

even as the Israel ites crossed over  the Red

Sea,  and God brought destruction on them. Can

you share about a  t ime in  your  l ife  when you

had to trust God in  a  seemingly impossible

situation despite not seeing a  solution?

(Open for  d iscussion)  
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Read Psalm 46
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(Open for  d iscussion.  When we are  in  the middle

of  hard t imes,  i t  is  easy to  feel  a lone and forget

what we have gone through in  the past.  We often

feel  so overwhelmed that  we don’t  remember  the

victor ies we have exper ienced or  the f ight

required to  obtain  them.  Since God is

unchanging,  we can trust  that  He wi l l  be  with  us

in  the middle  of  our  batt les,  even when we don’t

feel  i t .  When we put  our  focus on Him,  i t  affects

how we see our  c i rcumstances and changes our

perspective,  help ing us to  trust  Him.)

Why is  it  important to reflect  on God’s past

victories? How does taking our  focus off  of

ourselves and putting it  onto who God is  and

what He has done help us in  our  present tr ials?
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The psalmist  refers to God as “the Lord of

Hosts”,  which is  used as a  mil itary term,  as in

the angel  armies God commands.  How does

this  impact your  view of  God’s power and

protection?

(Open for  d iscussion.  No matter  what  we may

encounter ,  God is  st i l l  in  control ,  and He is  b igger

than our  c i rcumstances.  He is  our  refuge and

fortress in  t imes of  batt le ,  and He provides

asylum and protection against  the enemy.  He is

the source of  our  strength,  in  order  that  we can

continue to  f ight  the good f ight ! )

This  passage celebrates God’s  provis ion and

protection in  the midst  of  f iery  tr ia ls .  So when

He says,  “Be st i l l  and know that  I  am God,”  He

isn’t  referr ing to  s itt ing quiet ly  and peaceful ly  to

ref lect  on His  goodness.  Instead,  He is  saying,

“Stop!  Cease your  str iv ing!”  as  it  re lates to  His

plan and purpose in  the midst  of  these batt les

and destruct ion.  
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NOTESNOTESNOTESHow does this  change how you view verse 10,

“Be sti l l  and know that I  am God”? What is  the

connection between the f irst  l ine and the last

two l ines of  the verse?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We are reminded that  even

in  the midst  of  total  destruct ion,  God is  in

control .  He is  the source of  eternal  l i fe .  Those

who f ight  against  Him wi l l  not  win !  In  the end,  He

wi l l  receive a l l  of  the g lory .  For  us,  we can trust

Him,  even as we are  f ight ing our  batt les,  a l lowing

Him to work in  and through us to  accompl ish His

purposes!)

PRAYPRAYPRAY
Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

What tr ia l  or  test  is  current ly  test ing your

pat ience? Instead of  asking God,  “Why is  th is

happening,”  consider  asking God what  He is

try ing to  develop in  your  character  through

this  struggle.



Does your  sense of  secur ity  and joy  re ly  on

your  f inancia l  status or  possessions? How

can you act ively  use the resources you have

been given to  b less others and store up

“treasures in  heaven”?

Make a  l ist  of  the b iggest  b lessings you have

received in  the past  year .  Pray  through that

l ist ,  thanking God for  each “good and perfect

gift” .  When you face temptation,  take t ime to

stop and meditate on the goodness of  God in

your  l i fe .

God wi l l  not  force us to  a l low Him to do His

work in  us.  We must surrender  to  His  wi l l

f reely  and joyful ly ,  so that  we can be mature

and complete.  In  what  area(s)  of  your  l i fe  do

you need to  “Cease str iv ing”  and surrender

control  to  God?
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W E E K  2W E E K  2

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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The Great  Hunger ,  or  the I r ish  Potato Famine,  was

an event  that  forever  changed the socia l  and

pol it ical  c l imate of  I re land.  In  1846,

phytophthora infestans,  a lso known as b l ight ,

invaded the country ’s  potato crops,  the pr imary

food source for  a lmost two-thirds of  I re land’s

populat ion.  The invis ib le  spores were easi ly

transported on healthy crops and spread quickly

to the leaves of  p lants,  causing rapid  decay of

the root  p lants within  days.  At  i ts  worst ,  the

disease destroyed near ly  three-fourths of  the

country ’s  potato crops.  As a  result ,  over  1  mi l l ion

people  d ied of  starvat ion or  famine-related

disease and near ly  2  mi l l ion  more emigrated to

the US or  Austral ia  to  escape poverty  and

starvat ion,  great ly  reducing I re land’s  populat ion

and a lter ing the country  for  years to  come.  But

bl ight  doesn’t  just  pertain  to  crops;  urban b l ight

refers  to  the physical  deter iorat ion and

economic decl ine of  a  previously  thr iv ing c ity  or

neighborhood,  result ing from var ious

circumstances that  worsen over  t ime due to

neglect  and d is investment.  When used

metaphor ical ly ,  b l ight  descr ibes “an agent  or  

Week
Four
Week
Four

Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH

BIG IDEABIG IDEABIG IDEA NOTESNOTESNOTES



action that  harms or  ru ins the value or  success

of  something”  [American Her itage Dict ionary] .  

Spir itual  b l ight  can take hold  in  our  l ives i f  we

aren’t  careful !  When we neglect  our  spir itual

health  and don’t  obey the pr incip les g iven to  us

in  God’s  Word,  we wi l l  suffer !  But  there is  a

solut ion!  P lant  b l ight  can be prevented by the

appl icat ion of  copper-based fungic ides,  which

act  as a  protective barr ier  when appl ied on p lant

leaves,  preventing the d isease from growing and

spreading.  In  the same way,  we can prevent

spir itual  b l ight  by  not  only  hear ing God’s  Word,

but  by  obeying it ,  no  matter  the cost.  Just  as

copper  fungic ide must be reappl ied to  the p lants

regular ly ,  we must continual ly  put  God’s  Word

into pract ice in  our  l ives!  In  th is  week’s  study,  we

wi l l  look at  how putt ing His  Word into pract ice

dai ly  can prevent  spir itual  b l ight  and help  us to

grow in  Him as we mature spir itual ly .

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Passages we'l l  review:

James 1:19-27;  Deuteronomy 4:1-9  



Did you ever  try to assemble something

without looking at  the instructions? How did

that turn out?

Can you think of  a  t ime when you knew exactly

what you should do but did the exact

opposite? Why?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Think of  a  recent conversation where you

struggled to actual ly  hear  the other  person

because you were already planning your  reply

in your  head? What causes that impulse?



Read James 1:19-21

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

Think of  a  confl ict  you have had with someone

in the past.  How might the outcome have been

different if  you had been “quick to hear” and

“slow to speak”,  pausing to l isten deeply

before sharing your  own opinion? What usually

triggers our  response to speak or  react

quickly?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We are usual ly  tr iggered by

things that  bruise our  own ego or  some from

self ish anger . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Quick to hear,  slow to speak,  slow to anger.

Which of  these is  hardest for  you to practice

in your  most stressful  relationship? Why?

(Open for  d iscussion)



In  what specific,  practical  ways does

becoming angry hinder  us from l iving out God’s

wil l  for  our  l ives? How does pride or  a

defensive attitude prevent us from applying

God’s truth to our  l ives?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Human anger  is

destruct ive.  I t  wastes our  energy,  causes

div is ion,  and comes from our  own self ish desires.

It  prevents us from shar ing the Good News with

those who need it  most  and keeps them from

seeing the goodness of  God in  our  l ives.  Pr ide

and defensiveness a lso h inder  our  growth in  Him

and keep us focused on ourselves instead.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Read James 1:22-25



How does the term “Sunday Christian”

i l lustrate James’  point  in  verses 22-24? Why

is it  so tempting to only hear  God’s Word and

not put it  into action?

(Open for  d iscussion.  “Sunday Chr ist ians”  are

those who attend church on Sunday and

part ic ipate in  re l ig ious act iv it ies but  don’t  l ive

out  their  fa ith  dur ing the week or  make Chr ist

the center  of  their  l ives.  They may “know”

scr ipture,  but  not  l ive  by  it .  They see Chr ist ianity

as a  checkl ist  rather  than a  changed l i fe  and look

to Jesus more for  what  they can get  from Him

rather  than what  He requires of  them in  return.  I t

can be tempting to  s imply  hear  God’s  Word and

not  act  because putt ing it  into act ion requires

sacr if ice and submitt ing to  God’s  wi l l  over  our

own.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH



NOTESNOTESNOTES
What is  the difference between simply having

an intel lectual  bel ief  in  the Word of  God

(“hearer” only)  and l iving as an active “doer”

of  it?  What happens to our  faith when we treat

the Bible  l ike an information source rather

than an instruction manual  for  action?  

(Open for  d iscussion.  Intel lectual  bel ief  without

actively  l iv ing it  out  produces no change,  and is  a

bl ight  on our  l ives.  Our  fa ith  becomes stagnant

when we don’t  put  God’s  truth into act ion.  We

must a l low God’s  Word to  take the p lace of  our

wor ld ly  desires and help  us to  become l ike  Chr ist ,

a  ref lect ion and accurate representat ion of  Him.)

“Many people  have mistaken the idea that

hear ing a  good sermon or  B ib le  study is  what

makes them grow and get  God’s  b lessing.  I t  is

not  the hear ing but  the doing that  br ings the

blessing.  Too many Chr ist ians mark their  B ib les,

but  their  B ib les never  mark them!  I f  you think  you

are spir itual  because you hear  the Word,  then

you are  only  k idding yourself . ”  [Warren Wiersbe]
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
How does our  obedience to God’s Word

actually  bring freedom rather  than

restriction? Can you share an experience

where you felt  spir itual ly  blessed simply

because you chose to obey God’s Word,  even

when it  was difficult?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God’s  Word g ives freedom

(l iberty)  to  those who submit  to  it ,  because it

del ivers  them from the bondage that  comes from

sinful  habits  and att itudes.  We are a l l  control led

by something;  we must decide i f  i t  wi l l  be  s inful

desires or  the wi l l  of  God!)

Read James 1:26-27
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As we l ive out the Christian faith in  our  dai ly

l ives,  we must be careful  to  act  in  a  way that

honors and glorif ies God.  Why do you think our

speech is  such an accurate indicator  of  the

true condition of  the heart? How can our

typical  response to confl ict  or  frustration

display either  God’s r ighteousness or  our  own

natural  impulses?



NOTESNOTESNOTES(Open for  d iscussion.  In  Luke 6:45,  Jesus says:

“The good person out  of  the good treasure of  h is

heart  produces good fru it ,  and the evi l  person

out  of  h is  evi l  t reasure produces evi l ,  for  out  of

the abundance of  the heart  h is  mouth speaks.”

Our  speech and act ions reveal  our  under ly ing

bel iefs,  att itudes,  and motivat ions.  Good

impressions wi l l  not  last  i f  our  hearts  are

deceptive.  We can only  c lean up our  hearts  by

al lowing the Holy  Spir it  to  work in  us to  change

us.)
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In  what ways can our  fai lure to control  the

tongue tarnish the message we give to those

who do not fol low Christ?

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we are  not  careful  to

control  the tongue,  gossip,  ly ing,  bragging,  and

cr it ic ism ru le  our  conversat ions.  We do not

ref lect  the character  and nature of  Chr ist ,  but

rather  our  own s inful  nature.  As a  result ,  we do

not  exhib it  the qual it ies of  Chr ist  that  others

need to  see,  especia l ly  those who do not  have a

relat ionship  with  Him!)



How can we practical ly  remain “unstained by

the world” while  sti l l  l iving,  working,  and

engaging with others within it?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We must l ive  as God

instructs us to  l ive,  not  being conformed to th is

wor ld  (Romans 12:1-2) ,  loving th is  wor ld  (1  John

2:15-17) ,  or  becoming a  fr iend of  the wor ld

(James 4:4) . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

As the nat ion of  Israel  prepared to  enter  the

promised land,  Moses took t ime to  remind them

of the instruct ions and laws God had g iven them

to l ive  by,  in  order  that  they not  repeat  the

mistakes of  their  fathers.  When Moses told  them

to hear ,  or  l isten,  he was referr ing to  the Hebrew

word shema,  which means “to  hear ,  to  pay

attention,  to  understand,  to  obey” ,  imply ing both

hear ing and act ive obedience.  The key to  their

success was obedience to  God’s  commands!  
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Read Deuteronomy 4:1-9



How does obedience to God’s Word bring l ife  to

us today? In  what ways can we show on a  dai ly

basis  that we view God’s commands as a  source

of l ife  rather  than just  a  l ist  of  rules?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God’s  commands are

designed to  instruct  us on how to l ive  l ives that

are upr ight  and devoted to  Him.  His  Word must

penetrate our  hearts  and minds so that  we can be

focused on Him.  L ike the Israel ites,  we wi l l  face

many batt les in  our  spir itual  l ives.  God desires to

f ight  our  batt les for  us and defeat  the enemy,  but

this  only  works i f  we,  in  fa ith ,  are  obedient  to

Him.  Only  then is  He able  to  a l low His  power  to

work in  and through us!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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What effect does our  behavior  and obedience

to His  Word have on those who do not know

God? What are the biggest chal lenges we face

in passing down faith to the next generation in

our  culture today? What is  at  stake if  we fai l

to  pass on these spir itual  values?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  purpose here is  to  be

representat ives of  Chr ist !  By  our  words,  act ions,

and l ives,  we are  to  be a  l ight  and a  witness to

those around us who don’t  know Him.  We can

show this  through our  fa ithfulness to  obey Him.

If  we don’t  pass these spir itual  values on to

others,  they wi l l  forget  the things that  God has

done,  taking His  b lessings for  granted and l iv ing

l ike the wor ld  around them.)

Godly l iving must be intentional  and

constantly  renewed!  What are some specific

habits,  discipl ines,  or  traditions that we can

build  into our  famil ies and church community

to ensure that we don’t  forget what God has

done? How can we reflect  the character  of  God

to those we encounter  each day?

(Open for  d iscussion)



PRAYPRAYPRAY
C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  y o u  p r a y  t o g e t h e r :  

I f  your  cowork ers,  neighbors,  or  even

strangers were to  observe your  l i fe ,  what

would  your  conduct  and the way you handle

adversity  lead them to conclude about  the

God you serve? When you are  tempted to  act

out  of  frustrat ion or  anger ,  what  are  some

specif ic  ways you can pause and a l ign your

heart  with  God’s  Word and His  pat ience

Is  there any part  of  God’s  Word that  you f ind

yourself  mental ly  edit ing or  negotiat ing to  f it

your  l i festyle?  What is  one specif ic  command

from the Bib le  that  you know you should  do,

but  are  struggl ing to  actual ly  do? What is  the

f i rst  concrete step you can take to  obey it

this  week?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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How do you respond when the “mirror”  of

God’s  Word reveals  f laws or  shortcomings in

your  character  -  do you quickly  forget  what  it

said ,  and walk  away unchanged or  do you take

active steps to  change?  

James instructs us to  keep ourselves

“unstained”  by  the wor ld .  What wor ld ly  habit ,

att itude,  or  inf luence is  most threatening to

your  spir itual  walk  r ight  now,  and what

boundary  do you need to  set  in  order  to  l ive

as God intended?

Moses instructed the people  to  "d i l igent ly

watch yourselves,  so that  you don’t  forget

the things your  eyes have seen” .  What are

some specif ic  th ings God has done in  your  l i fe

that  you need to  be intentional  about

remembering?

NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH



W E E K  3W E E K  3

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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An id iom is  a  common phrase or  expression that

has a  f igurat ive meaning and conveys something

in  a  way that  l i tera l  words cannot.  The id iom “ l ike

oi l  and water”  descr ibes two things that  are

fundamental ly  incompatib le  or  unable  to  coexist

due to  fundamental  d ifferences.  This  concept is

based on the scient if ic  pr incip les of  the two

substances.  Oi l  and water  are  immiscib le ,  which

means that  they are  unable  to  b lend

homogeneously ,  and natural ly  separate into two

dist inct  layers.  This  is  due to  the polar ity  of  the

two substances.  Water  is  a  polar  molecule,  with

one end having a  posit ive charge and the other  a

negative charge.  Water  molecules st ick  together

by connecting opposing ends.  Oi l  molecules are

non-polar ,  with  the ends evenly  balanced.  As a

result ,  the two substances repel  each other  and

wi l l  never  d issolve into a  s ingle  unif ied l iquid .  In

fact ,  o i l  molecules are  hydrophobic ,  or  “water-

fear ing” ,  so they are  actual ly  repel led by  the

water  molecules!  The force that  holds the water

molecules together  is  stronger  than that  bonding

the oi l  molecules.  As a  result ,  o i l  is  not  held

together  as t ight ly  as  water ,  which a l lows the  
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BIG IDEABIG IDEABIG IDEA NOTESNOTESNOTES



water  molecules to  push the o i l  out  of  the way in

order  to  stay bonded together .  Oi l  f loats to  the

top of  the mixture because it  is  less dense than

water ,  even though its  molecules are  larger .  Due

to their  molecular  structures,  o i l  and water  are

wor lds apart  (another  id iom)!

This  concept a lso has a  spir itual  context !  This

wor ld  and Chr ist  are  l ike  o i l  and water .  They are

in  complete opposit ion to  one another ,  unable  to

coexist  due to  fundamental  d ifferences!  Those

who fol low Chr ist  are  not  of  th is  wor ld !  We are to

have the att itude of  Chr ist  as  we grow to

become more l ike  Him.  We are the water

molecules as fol lowers of  Chr ist  -  the L iv ing

Water .  We are drawn to others who are  in  Chr ist ,

and bound together  by  His  strength!  Our  genuine

faith  in  Him cannot  be combined with  the

approval  of  the wor ld !  When we encounter  the o i l ,

or  ways of  the wor ld ,  we are  unable  to  bond with

it  and should  repel  i t !  In  th is  week’s  study,  James

reminds us that  favor it ism cannot  coexist  with

true fa ith  in  Chr ist ,  and we are  chal lenged to  love

others equal ly  as  we ref lect  Him!  Only  then can

we be bound together  to  do His  work!

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Would you say you are good at  f irst

impressions? Have you ever  made a snap

judgement against someone based on a  f irst

impression? Was it  true?

When you walk into a  room of  strangers,  are

there certain groups of  people you natural ly

gravitate toward,  or  perhaps avoid,  based on

outward appearance,  background,  or  social

status?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
Passages we'l l  review:

James 2:1-14;  Deuteronomy 10:17-21
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Read James 2:1-7

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

According to this  passage,  how did the r ich

and the poor  relate to each other  in  the

ancient world? Is  this  situation something

that was only relevant in  the distant past,  or

is  it  something that is  very much a part  of

church culture today? Explain.

(Open for  d iscussion.  The r ich  and the poor  d idn’t

mix  in  the ancient  wor ld .  The Jewish people  of

that  day sought  recognit ion and honor ,  and would

compete against  each other  for  pra ise.  Those

who had much f launted it  through f ine c lothes

and fancy jewelry ,  and received specia l

treatment,  even in  the church,  because they had

more money to  g ive toward the work of  the

church.  The poor  were often neglected or  treated

with contempt,  dressing in  shabby rags or  work

clothes.  They were seen as an embarrassment to

others. )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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How does our  culture define a  “successful”  or

“important” person? What are some

categories other  than wealth that are used to

judge people? How does this  worldly

perspective sometimes infi ltrate your  own

judgement?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Today,  success and

importance are  measured through power,  money,

inf luence,  and status.  The more they possess,

the more successful  they are.  When we are  not

focused on the things of  God,  we can be

inf luenced in  the same way.  We often are  more

accepting of  those who have status,  wealth,  or

power,  gravitat ing toward those who are

“popular”  without  real ly  knowing their  heart .  We

cater  to  the r ich  because of  what  we can get

from them,  and are  often embarrassed or

inconvenienced by the poor . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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How does favorit ism expose what we value?

Why is  it  so easy to play “favorites” in  our

relationships?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The way we behave toward

people  indicates what  we real ly  bel ieve about

God.  I f  we judge others according to  human

standards,  we are  focused on the things of  th is

wor ld .  But  when we are  focused on Chr ist  and

seeking to  l ive  for  Him,  we are  able  to  see others

through the eyes of  Chr ist .  I t  is  often easy to

play  favor ites because we judge others by  their

past,  not  their  future.  But  God can use even the

most unl ikely  person to  br ing g lory  to  His  name!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

When has favorit ism been painful  or  diff icult

for  you?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

Read James 2:8-11

How does God look on favorit ism? Why is  it

such a  destructive practice in  the church?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God despises favor it ism.  It

is  a  destruct ive pract ice in  the church because it

is  inconsistent  with  Chr ist ’s  teachings.  His

kingdom and r iches are  promised to  everyone

who loves and fol lows Him,  regardless of  wealth

or  status.  I t  is  based on the work of  Chr ist  on the

cross a lone,  not  our  own mer it !  He d ied for  a l l ,

not  just  those who were “favored” .  As fol lowers

of  Chr ist ,  we are  to  do the works He has g iven us

to do on equal  standing with  each other . )

In  ancient  Rome,  Royal  Law,  or  lex  regia ,  s ignif ied

the transfer  of  power  and supreme author ity

from the people  to  the emperor .  I t  establ ished

the pr incip le  of  “what  p leases the pr ince has the

force of  law”.  I t  gave the ru ler  u lt imate control

without  interference from a  h igher  power,

meaning the emperor  was the u lt imate source of

law.  
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

James tel ls  us that stumbling on only one

point  of  the law isn’t  simply a  minor

personality f law,  but instead,  makes us gui lty

of  breaking the whole law.  How does this

challenge the way we rank “big” sins versus

“l ittle”  sins?

(Open for  d iscussion.  This  perspective helps us

to see s in  through God’s  lens.  In  th is  way,  s in  is

l ike  a  pane of  g lass;  a  break at  one point  of  i t

results  in  the ent i re  pane being broken!  When we

break even one of  God’s  commands,  no matter

how smal l ,  we resist  God.  This  is  why it  is  a l l

considered s in ! )
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Jesus’  ant idote for  favor it ism was the Great

Commandment.  So,  when James referred to  it  as

the “royal  law”,  he was sett ing a  precedent!  I t  is

given to  us by  the King of  K ings.  I t  ru les above

every  other  law.  And when we obey,  i t  f rees us

from sin  and helps us to  l ive  as chi ldren of  God!



NOTESNOTESNOTESHave you ever  justif ied unloving behavior

toward someone by focusing on the “bigger”

rules you do keep? How does this  standard

shatter  your  own view of  self-r ighteousness

and reveal  your  need for  dai ly  grace?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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What are some specific  ways we can reject

favorit ism and obey God’s command to love

our neighbors?

(Open for  d iscussion.  To l ive  out  the Royal  Law,

we must understand that  it  is  an  act  of  the wi l l ,

not  our  emotions.  Our  motive must be nothing

other  than to  g lor ify  God.  The means by which we

do this  is  through the power  of  His  Spir it !  Only

then can we begin  to  see others as Jesus d id ! )

Read James 2:12-13



NOTESNOTESNOTES
How does the love and mercy commanded here

relate to God’s love and mercy toward us?

When you f ind it  hard to show mercy or  grace

to someone,  how does reflecting on the

extravagant mercy you have received in  Christ

help to shift  your  perspective?

(Open for  d iscussion.  I t  isn’t  our  fa ith  that

causes God to  be mercifu l .  Instead,  our  fa ith  is

made possible  because God is  mercifu l !  Because

of  His  great  love,  He provided a  way for  us to  be

reconci led to  Him!  As a  result ,  genuine fa ith  in

our  l ives must include mercy!  When we struggle,

we can f ind strength in  God’s  Word to  help  us.

Our  bel iefs  should  control  our  behavior .  How we

treat  others is  a  test  that  reveals  the real ity  of

our  fa ith . )
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How does favorit ism endanger our  witness to a

non-believing culture? Where do we have

opportunities to move beyond passively

avoiding favorit ism in  order  to actively

demonstrate God’s love?



(Open for  d iscussion.  The ear ly  Chr ist ians were

tr iumphant  because the l ives they l ived proved

that  the accusations made against  them were

l ies!  They were l iv ing proof  that  a  l i fe  in  Chr ist

produced a  super ior  character !  When we show

favor it ism,  we prevent  others from seeing what  a

l i fe  fu l ly  surrendered to  Chr ist  can do!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
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Read Deuteronomy 10:17-21

Moses describes God as “God of  gods”,  “Lord of

lords”,  and “great,  mighty,  and awesome”.

What does it  mean to you to serve a  God of  this

magnitude? How should recognizing His

ultimate power influence our  dai ly  l ives?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  God is  unl ike any other

god.  His  power  and might  are  so great  that  we

cannot stand before Him without  His  mercy.  But

thankful ly ,  H is  mercy is  endless.  Because of  His

great  love and mercy,  we can receive forgiveness

from sin .  When we tru ly  begin  to  understand this ,

we are  humbled and can begin  to  see others in  the

same way.)



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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(Open for  d iscussion.  As fol lowers of  Chr ist ,  we

are to  be representat ives of  Him in  our  att itudes

and act ions,  act ing as He would.  We must

remember  the t imes when we struggled or  were

outsiders,  s ince those who have exper ienced His

love and compassion,  should  be the f i rst  to  show

His love and compassion to  those who need it

most! )

God commanded Israel  to  love the foreigner

because they were foreigners in  the land of

Egypt.  Why is  remembering our  own past

struggles,  hardships,  or  t imes of  need so

important when it  comes to showing empathy

to others?

How does remembering what God has done for

you affect how you praise and serve Him

today?

(Open for  d iscussion)



Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

Reflect  on how you interact  with  other

people,  especia l ly  those who are d ifferent

from you.  Does your  treatment of  others

ref lect  your  assessment of  their  worth or

God’s  assessment of  their  worth?  In  what

area of  your  l i fe  do you need to  repent  for  the

sin  of  favor it ism?

What grade would  you g ive yourself  for  l iv ing

by the “royal  law”?  What is  one pract ical  way

you can love your  neighbor  as yourself  th is

week?

How c an you act ively  show mercy over

judgment this  week? Is  there someone in  your

l i fe  you are  current ly  judging? Is  there a

specif ic  person that  you struggle  to  show

love to?  What is  one specif ic  th ing you can do

this  week to  show them the love of  Chr ist?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
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The travel ing salesman has long been considered

a cornerstone of  commerce.  Often cal led

“drummers”  for  the business they drum up,  they

were constantly  on the move,  d istr ibut ing goods

to those in  rura l  and front ier  areas.  The ear ly

salesmen were known as peddlers,  s ince they

traveled on foot .  Unl ike other  types of  salesmen,

peddlers  traveled as they traded,  peddl ing their

wares from town to town.  They remained on the

move,  sel l ing  everything from manufactured

goods,  c lothing,  pots and pans,  machinery ,

encyclopedias,  to  general  merchandise.  As

roaming merchants,  they a lso brought  news and

information to  remote,  isolated areas.  Peddlers

traveled door-to-door ,  approaching potentia l

customers d i rect ly ,  rather  than wait ing for

customers to  approach them.  They often worked

alongside town markets,  buying the surplus and

then resel l ing  to  customers who were unable  to

attend the markets themselves.  The best

peddlers  and salesmen were masters of

psychological  persuasion and charm.  Ronald

Solberg,  a  ret i red Ful ler  Brush salesman,  said  of

the trade:  “ It ’s  tough work,  going door-to-door ,  
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business to  business.  But  it  bui lds  character .

You learn  to  over look the people  who say ‘no’ ,  to

f ind the ones that  say ‘yes’ .  I t 's  an important

message.”

As representat ives of  Chr ist ,  we a lso have an

important  message to  “peddle”  to  the wor ld

around us.  But  peddlers  have not  a lways had a

good reputat ion.  The Greek word referred to

those who prof ited as the middlemen between

merchant  and consumer.  And in  Paul ’s  second

letter  to  the Cor inthians,  he wrote:  “For  we are

not,  l ike  so many,  peddlers  of  God’s  word,  but  as

men of  s incer ity ,  as  commissioned by God,  in  the

sight  of  God we speak of  Chr ist .”  We have a

responsibi l i ty  to  demonstrate the fa ith  that  we

profess,  not  for  our  own mer it ,  but  for  the good

of  others and the g lory  of  God.  In  th is  week’s

study,  we are  reminded that  true saving fa ith

br ings l i fe ,  which in  turn,  produces good works.

Through our  obedience to  Him and our  concern

for  others,  we can take the l i fe-giv ing message

of  His  saving grace to  those who need it  most,

because that  is  the most important  message!

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Are you more l ikely  to act  without thinking or

think without acting?

Has anyone ever  accused you of  being “al l  talk

and no action”? How did that feel?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTESPassages we'l l  review:

James 2:14-26;  Daniel  6 :1-11,  20-28
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Think back to a  diff icult  situation when you

received encouraging words from someone,

but absolutely no practical  help.  How did it

make you feel  about their  sincerity?



Read James 2:14-20

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

James uses a  hypothetical  situation of

ignoring someone who is  in  need of  food and

clothing to reveal  a  truth.  Times have changed

since then,  but the message remains the

same.  What are some modern-day situations

that apply to what James is  teaching?

(Open for  d iscussion)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
FOUR
WEEK
FOUR

FAITH THAT
WORKS

FAITH THAT
WORKS



Why does James bring up the demons and what

they bel ieve about God? Why is  their  faith sti l l

inadequate?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Even the demons know the

truth about  God and bel ieve that  He exists.  Dead

faith  s imply  substitutes words for  act ion.  As in  a

court  case,  a  verdict  must  have support ing

evidence.  I f  we only  c la im to have fa ith  but  never

show it ,  how are we to  prove it?  Verbal  test imony

alone isn’t  enough!  We can bel ieve a l l  the r ight

things and st i l l  have an evi l ,  s inful  heart . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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What is  the root problem with simply offering

well  wishes or  encouragement to someone who

is struggling,  without providing any practical

help? Why is  it  so easy for  Christians to fal l

into this  trap?

(Open for  d iscussion.  For  everything that  is  true,

there is  a lso a  counterfeit .  Good intentions

aren’t  enough;  they only  indicate an intel lectual

fa ith  or  mental  agreement.  Faith  that  has no

actual  proof  (works)  is  dead fa ith . )



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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(Open for  d iscussion.  Intel lectual  bel ief  knows

the facts about  God,  the truths that  He teaches,

and even bel ieves in  His  existence.  I t  only

involves the mind.  This  k ind of  fa ith  is

ineffect ive and useless.  True fa ith  must go

beyond knowledge and understanding,  changing

the wi l l  as  wel l  as  the mind!  I t  t ransforms our

act ions as wel l  as  our  thoughts,  and provides

evidence of  our  fa ith .  Our  fa i lure  to  act  can

inval idate the truth we profess.  When we don’t

put  our  fa ith  into act ion,  we damage the

message of  the gospel  we profess to  those who

need it  most.  We discredit  the God we serve,  as

wel l  as  the Church He has cal led us to  be.)  

What is  the crit ical  difference between mere

intel lectual  bel ief  and saving faith? How does

the world view bel ievers who talk about God,

but fai l  to  actual ly  show his  love to others?

How does this  affect the church as a  whole?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

John Calvin once wrote:  “It  is  faith alone that

justif ies,  but faith that justif ies can never  be

alone.”  What did he mean by that? How does

that help us understand what James instructs

us to do?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Jesus set  the example for

us that  we must l ive  out  what  we say we bel ieve

if  we tru ly  have fa ith  in  Him.  Faith  a lone is  what

saves us,  but  fa ith  doesn’t  come by itself .  Real

fa ith  a lways shows itself  through works.

Anything with  l i fe  produces fru it ,  and our  fa ith  in

Chr ist  should  lead us to  produce much fru it  that

reveals  the character  and nature of  the God we

serve!  This  is  what  sets us apart  and makes us

dist inct  from the wor ld  around us!)
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Read James 2:21-26



NOTESNOTESNOTES
What was it  about Abraham and Rahab that

demonstrated their  faith? Have you ever

known someone who displayed a  “l iving faith”?

How did you know their  faith was al ive?

(Open for  d iscussion.  They both exhib ited a

changed l i fe  that  demonstrated God’s  wi l l  by

their  act ions.  They l ived out  their  fa ith  by

obeying in  spite  of  the consequences.  Abraham

acted in  fa ith  and total  obedience to  God,  even

when it  d idn’t  make sense.  This  fa ith  a l lowed him

to have a  c loser  re lat ionship  with  God,  known as

“a fr iend of  God” .  Rahab bel ieved in  God and what

He said  He would  do,  even with  the l imited

knowledge she had.  She r isked everything in

obedience to  Him!)
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Has there ever  been a  t ime when you real ized

your faith was purely intel lectual  rather  than

active? What caused your  perspective to

shift?  Why is  it  so important to have deeds

and action along with faith?



NOTESNOTESNOTES(Open for  d iscussion.  Faith  and act ions work

together ;  our  fa ith  is  made complete by  our

act ions.  Together ,  they provide evidence of  our

true fa ith  in  God.  The only  way we can exhib it

this  fa ith  for  others to  see is  through our

obedient  acts and our  concern for  others’  wel l -

being.  Putt ing our  fa ith  into act ion helps us grow

to become mature fol lowers of  Chr ist . )

What are some practical  ways that we can

demonstrate our  faith to people who are

outside the church through what we do in  our

community,  workplace,  etc.?

(Open for  d iscussion)

WEEK
FOUR
WEEK
FOUR

FAITH THAT
WORKS

FAITH THAT
WORKS

Daniel  was an exi le  who had been taken from

Judah as a  young man to  serve the k ing of

Babylon.  He found h imself  in  a  culture that  d id

not  honor  God,  but  Daniel  resolved to  remain

faithful  to  God and His  laws.  As an advisor ,  he

honored the k ing,  but  d idn’t  compromise h is  fa ith

and commitment to  God.  As a  result ,  God used

Daniel  as  a  prophet  to  the k ings he served.  

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Read Daniel  6:1-11

Why was Daniel  placed in  such an influential

position of  power? Why is  our  character,  or  the

way we l ive,  so important to God? How does

striving for  excel lence in  our  jobs or  dai ly

tasks act  as a  form of  worship?

(Open for  d iscussion.  As a  result  of  Daniel ’s

commitment to  God,  he had been g iven wisdom,

ski l l ,  and d iscernment.  Throughout  h is  l i fe ,  he

continued to  put  h is  fa ith  into act ion,  a l lowing

others to  see the d ifference in  h is  l i fe .  Through

his  fa ithfulness,  God worked through h im in

miraculous ways.  His  reputat ion preceded h im,

and as a  result ,  the k ing chose to  put  Daniel  as

his  second in  command.  One of  the best  ways we

can inf luence those who do not  know Chr ist  is  to

do everything with  d i l igence,  honesty,  and

responsibi l i ty .  When we l ive  th is  way,  we are  able

to br ing g lory  to  God by what  we accompl ish and

the way we inf luence others. )
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  We may have to  choose

between obedience and a  promotion,  a

comfortable  l i festyle ,  or  peer  approval .  We must

make sure that  we,  l ike  Daniel ,  make a  habit  of

spending t ime with  God dai ly ,  a l lowing our  fa ith

to be strengthened before we face tr ia ls .  When

we bui ld  our  fa ith  on Him,  we can trust  Him in  the

hard t imes!)

Daniel ’s  enemies real ized that they could not

fault  his  work,  so they targeted his  faith.

What are some of  the r isks we may encounter

when we choose to l ive out our  faith in  a

culture that chal lenges our  faith today? How

do we prepare ourselves to stand f irm when we

find ourselves in  situations where our  faith

becomes costly?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  We wi l l  face d iff icult  t imes,

but  the way we respond to  them makes a l l  the

difference.  We must keep our  focus on Chr ist

and a l l  that  He has done for  us,  instead of  the

diff icult ies that  surround us.  Our  trust  in  Him wi l l

be evident  to  those around us.)

Daniel ’s  unyielding faith didn’t  just  protect

him;  it  ult imately caused King Darius to praise

the Living God.  How can our  faith in  diff icult

times influence those around us?
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Read Daniel  6:20-28

The k ing was great ly  d istressed to  hear  of

Daniel ’s  fate,  but  the law could  not  be changed.

As a  result  of  h is  fa ithfulness to  God,  Daniel  was

thrown into the l ions’  den.  But  h is  fa ith  stood

out,  even in  the midst  of  d i re  c i rcumstances.

Even King Dar ius prayed that  Daniel ’s  God would

del iver  h im.  And He did !  Through it  a l l ,  Daniel

remained fa ithful  to  God and gave Him the g lory !



Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

I f  you were arrested for  being a  Chr ist ian,

what  evi dence would  be used to  prove your

“gui lt”?  When people  look at  your  l i fe ,  what

kind of  fru it  do they see as evidence of  your

faith  in  God?

How c an you tel l  the d ifference between

l iv ing fa ith  and dead fa ith  in  your  own l i fe?  I f

someone observed your  schedule,  your

spending,  and your  conversat ions for  a  week,

what  evidence would  they see that  proves

your  fa ith  is  a l ive?

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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Take some t ime to honestly  assess your  own

l ife .  Can you identify  any areas where your

faith  has remai ned purely  conversat ional

rather  than act ively  demonstrated? In  which

area(s)  of  your  l i fe  is  God cal l ing  you to  take a

bold  step of  fa ith  or  obedience,  even if  i t

feels  d iff icult?

W hat is  one pract ical  step you can take this

week to  step out  and put  your  fa ith  in  act ion?
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