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WA

Make sure everyone can see
the screen and the audio is
at a comfortable level.

1Chn

READ
Take some time in advance

to read and consider the
Bible study questions and

come up with personal
examples to encourage
discussion.

- ™ - Q
DioCUoo
We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing, feeling,
and doing differently as a

result of amazing
discussion.
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For thousands of years, people have been
obsessed with the desire to fly. In the earliest
recorded attempts, people studied the
techniques used by birds in order to try and
create their own flying apparatus. Their efforts
were mostly in vain until men like Leonardo
DaVinci understood the need for a greater
propelling force to generate lift. In 1903, the
Wright brothers were finally able to take the first
controlled flight in an aircraft that was heavier
than air. One key to this “miracle” was
discovering how to generate the upward lift
needed. The solution was an airfoil, or curved
surface, like a wing, that was designed to take
advantage of the natural response of airflow
when it is disrupted. The shape and size differ
based on the speed, weight, altitude, and
maneuverability of the aircraft. Yet even with all
of this, the plane’s flight is not seamless -
sudden shifts in air flow can create turbulence
that disrupts the flight. These shifts can be
caused by changes in air temperature, objects
like mountains or buildings, or two adjacent
layers of air moving at different speeds.

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE




Ironically, what creates turbulence for aircraft
can actually be advantageous to high-soaring
birds. This “bumpy” air generates energy-saving
lift, as they use the oppositional force to their
advantage! Instead of flapping their wings, they
are able to catch the air current and use the
rising columns of warm air, or updraft, to fly long
distances, climb great heights, or ride along
ridgelines. Though they are in a turbulent
environment with fluctuating speeds, these birds
learn to navigate the chaotic air environments in
order to glide seamlessly through them, using
the forces to stay within the current, achieve
better lift, and obtain better soaring, even in
strong, unstable air changes. As followers of
Christ, we will find ourselves in difficult, often
turbulent, times as well. We can either allow
them to pull us down and waste our energy, or we
can allow them to help us grow in Christ and
depend on Him as we rise above them! This week,
we will discover the benefits that can be
attained through difficult times, and we will learn
how to view them through the lens of joy as we

grow to be more like Christ and bring glory to
Him!

NOTES

FAITH UNDER
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Passages we'll review:
James 1:1-18; Psalm 46

(Choose 1 or 2)

What is the hardest test you remember
taking? What made it so difficult?

How is joy different from happiness? Why is it
important to know the difference?




Read James 1:1-4

James warns that trials are inevitable in the
life of those who follow Christ. In fact, in John
16:33, Jesus told His disciples, “In the world
you will have tribulation (suffering)....” How
does this challenge the way you view the
Christian life?

(Open for discussion. The term “Christian” began
as a derogatory term, meaning little Christs, or
followers of Christ. Following Christ does not
mean that everything will suddenly become
“easy”. Jesus endured family rejection, religious
persecution, opposition, and even a criminal’s
death, as did many of the early Christians. We
should not be surprised by difficult times.)

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE
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He also tells us to “count it all joy” whenever "o

we face trials or difficulties. How does this
command contrast with our natural human
reaction to adversity?

(Open for discussion. The natural response to
adversity is negative. We aren’t expected to
pretend that these trials are pleasant, but we
can know that, though God does not cause these
trials, He allows us to go through them to help
discipline us, produce perseverance, remove
imperfections and negative traits, and to help us
mature toward holiness. We must remember:
“Outlook determines outcome and attitude
determines action.” [Warren Wiersbe])

The Greek word used here to describe the types
of trials we will face translates to “various” or
“varicolored”, much like the variegated colors on
a woven rug or beautiful tapestry. God uses the
different experiences and “colors” of our lives to
make a beautiful masterpiece that displays His
glory! But if we only look at the back of the rug,
we will not see the beauty and majesty, only the
messiness that comes from judging the work by
looking at the wrong side!

TES
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Can you share a specific season of hardship or
testing that God ultimately used to mature
your faith or character? How did you get
through it?

(Open for discussion)

Why is perseverance so important in the life of
a follower of Christ? What does it look like for
a follower of Christ to be “mature and
complete”?

(Open for discussion. Perseverance indicates
endurance or stamina, much like that of an
athlete. It results in maturity as we become who
God desires us to be. He wants us to be able to
keep going, even when things are tough. Our faith
is always being tested. We must remember that
testing is intended to work for us, not against
us. God allows us to be tested in order to bring
out the best in us. Like gold, when our faith is
tested, it assures us that it is genuine faith!)
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Read James 1:5-12

Why is it so important to ask God for wisdom
in the middle of a stressful situation, rather
than just asking Him for a quick fix or a way
out?

(Open for discussion. It is not enough to simply
ask for His strength, grace, and deliverance,
much less an easy way out of hard times. When
we seek God’s wisdom, we are able to take
advantage of the opportunities God allows in
order to help us grow and mature in our faith. It
can also help us to know how to use our
experiences for His glory and our good. Wisdom
also helps us to stay focused on God and not
wander from His ways.)

Why is a “double-minded”, or indecisive,
person compared to a wave of the sea? How
does doubt hinder our ability to trust God’s
direction?

(Open for discussion. Doubt is unstable, and
instability results in immaturity. It causes us to
focus on the wind and the waves instead of on
Christ. Those who doubt waver between being
obedient to God and trusting in their own ways.)
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How does God’s kingdom mindset flip our
culture’s view of success, wealth, and status?
What can we do practically to ensure that our
identity and security are firmly rooted in
Christ, rather than temporary, worldly success
or possessions?

(Open for discussion. Our value is not based on
earthly wealth or poverty. It isn’t determined by
status or power, but rather by what we have in
Christ. We have spiritual riches that no one can
take away from us, and the trials that we face
are not intended to take anything from us, but to
help us grow in Him and build our character.
Worldly riches are fleeting; wealth without
spiritual wisdom will ultimately result in
emptiness and dissatisfaction. Regardless of
what we have in earthly possessions, we are all
guaranteed an eternal inheritance in Christ when
we follow Him!)

Read James 1:13-18

N
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James clearly differentiates between God
testing our faith and us being tempted to sin.
We are reminded that sin isn’t simply an act,
but a process that traces back to our own
inner desires. Desire leads to sin which leads
to death. Why is it so important for us to
understand that God never tempts us to sin?
How does this understanding help us in
spiritual battles as we fight sin in our lives?
Where in this chain is it most effective to stop
this process?

(Open for discussion. God did not create the evil
we face. He is the source of everything good.
Temptation is the result of our own sinful, evil
hearts. The enemy often presents it as an
opportunity to escape or avoid difficulty, or to
accomplish a “good” thing in a bad way, out of
the will of God. We must be sure to understand
this so that we don’t blame God for our
difficulties and rebel against Him, but instead,
rely on Him to help us through, to make us holy
and strengthen our faith in Him.)

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE




How does meditating on God’s unchanging
character change how you view your current
struggles? How does it bring you comfort
during unpredictable or difficult times in your
life?

(Open for discussion. Because God is constant
and unchanging, we can always depend on His
goodness, faithfulness, and love. Even when we
don’t understand, we can remember what He has
done before and hold on to that.)

Psalm 46 is credited as being the basis for
Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God.” It focuses on the presence of the Lord with
His people as they trust Him through the
challenges and difficult times of life, and
especially as they are delivered from a great
adversary.

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE




Read Psalm 46

The psalmist doesn’t mention simple day-to-
day struggles, but life-changing, catastrophic
events, similar to Moses and the Israelites at
the Red Sea. The enemy didn’t cease or desist,
even as the Israelites crossed over the Red
Sea, and God brought destruction on them. Can
you share about a time in your life when you
had to trust God in a seemingly impossible
situation despite not seeing a solution?

(Open for discussion)

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE




Why is it important to reflect on God’s past
victories? How does taking our focus off of
ourselves and putting it onto who God is and
what He has done help us in our present trials?

(Open for discussion. When we are in the middle
of hard times, it is easy to feel alone and forget
what we have gone through in the past. We often
feel so overwhelmed that we don’t remember the
victories we have experienced or the fight
required to obtain them. Since God s
unchanging, we can trust that He will be with us
in the middle of our battles, even when we don’t
feel it. When we put our focus on Him, it affects
how we see our circumstances and changes our
perspective, helping us to trust Him.)

FAITH UNDER
PRESSURE
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The psalmist refers to God as “the Lord of
Hosts”, which is used as a military term, as in
the angel armies God commands. How does
this impact your view of God’s power and
protection?

(Open for discussion. No matter what we may
encounter, God is still in control, and He is bigger
than our circumstances. He is our refuge and
fortress in times of battle, and He provides
asylum and protection against the enemy. He is
the source of our strength, in order that we can
continue to fight the good fight!)

This passage celebrates God’s provision and
protection in the midst of fiery trials. So when
He says, “Be still and know that | am God,” He
isn’t referring to sitting quietly and peacefully to
reflect on His goodness. Instead, He is saying,
“Stop! Cease your striving!” as it relates to His
plan and purpose in the midst of these battles
and destruction.
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How does this change how you view verse 10, NOTES
“Be still and know that | am God”? What is the
connection between the first line and the last
two lines of the verse?

(Open for discussion. We are reminded that even
in the midst of total destruction, God is in
control. He is the source of eternal life. Those
who fight against Him will not win! In the end, He
will receive all of the glory. For us, we can trust
Him, even as we are fighting our battles, allowing
Him to work in and through us to accomplish His
purposes!)

PRAY

Consider the following as you pray together:

« What trial or test is currently testing your
patience? Instead of asking God, “Why is this
happening,” consider asking God what He is
trying to develop in your character through
this struggle.
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« Does your sense of security and joy rely on NOTES
your financial status or possessions? How

can you actively use the resources you have
been given to bless others and store up
“treasures in heaven”?

« Make a list of the biggest blessings you have
received in the past year. Pray through that
list, thanking God for each “good and perfect
gift”. When you face temptation, take time to
stop and meditate on the goodness of God in
your life.

e God will not force us to allow Him to do His
work in us. We must surrender to His will
freely and joyfully, so that we can be mature
and complete. In what area(s) of your life do
you need to “Cease striving” and surrender
control to God?
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The Great Hunger, or the Irish Potato Famine, was
an event that forever changed the social and
political  climate of Ireland. In 1846,
phytophthora infestans, also known as blight,
invaded the country’s potato crops, the primary
food source for almost two-thirds of Ireland’s
population. The invisible spores were easily
transported on healthy crops and spread quickly
to the leaves of plants, causing rapid decay of
the root plants within days. At its worst, the
disease destroyed nearly three-fourths of the
country’s potato crops. As aresult, over 1 million
people died of starvation or famine-related
disease and nearly 2 million more emigrated to
the US or Australia to escape poverty and
starvation, greatly reducing Ireland’s population
and altering the country for years to come. But
blight doesn’t just pertain to crops; urban blight
refers to the physical deterioration and
economic decline of a previously thriving city or
neighborhood, resulting from various
circumstances that worsen over time due to
neglect and disinvestment. When used
metaphorically, blight describes “an agent or

HEARING ISN'T-
ENOUGH




action that harms or ruins the value or success
of something” [American Heritage Dictionary].

Spiritual blight can take hold in our lives if we
aren’t carefull When we neglect our spiritual
health and don’t obey the principles given to us
in God’s Word, we will suffer! But there is a
solution! Plant blight can be prevented by the
application of copper-based fungicides, which
act as a protective barrier when applied on plant
leaves, preventing the disease from growing and
spreading. In the same way, we can prevent
spiritual blight by not only hearing God’s Word,
but by obeying it, no matter the cost. Just as
copper fungicide must be reapplied to the plants
regularly, we must continually put God’s Word
into practice in our lives! In this week’s study, we
will look at how putting His Word into practice
daily can prevent spiritual blight and help us to
grow in Him as we mature spiritually.

Passages we'll review:
James 1:19-27; Deuteronomy 4:1-9

NOTES

HEARING ISN'T
ENOUGH
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OPENING NOTES

(Choose 1 or 2)

Can you think of a time when you knew exactly
what you should do but did the exact
opposite? Why?

Did you ever try to assemble something
without looking at the instructions? How did
that turn out?

Think of a recent conversation where you
struggled to actually hear the other person
because you were already planning your reply
in your head? What causes that impulse?




7 AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANIT

- \ ~ &

i 4

Read James 1:19-21

Think of a conflict you have had with someone
in the past. How might the outcome have bheen
different if you had been “quick to hear” and
“slow to speak”, pausing to listen deeply
before sharing your own opinion? What usually

triggers our response to speak or react
quickly?

(Open for discussion. We are usually triggered by
things that bruise our own ego or some from
selfish anger.)

Quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.
Which of these is hardest for you to practice
in your most stressful relationship? Why?

(Open for discussion)
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In what specific, practical ways does
becoming angry hinder us from living out God’s
will for our lives? How does pride or a
defensive attitude prevent us from applying
God’s truth to our lives?

(Open  for discussion. Human anger s
destructive. It wastes our energy, causes
division, and comes from our own selfish desires.
It prevents us from sharing the Good News with
those who need it most and keeps them from
seeing the goodness of God in our lives. Pride
and defensiveness also hinder our growth in Him
and keep us focused on ourselves instead.)

Read James 1:22-25

HEARING ISN'T-
ENOUGH




How does the term “Sunday Christian”
illustrate James’ point in verses 22-24? Why
is it so tempting to only hear God’s Word and
not put it into action?

(Open for discussion. “Sunday Christians” are
those who attend church on Sunday and
participate in religious activities but don’t live
out their faith during the week or make Christ
the center of their lives. They may “know”
scripture, but not live by it. They see Christianity
as a checklist rather than a changed life and look
to Jesus more for what they can get from Him
rather than what He requires of them in return. It
can be tempting to simply hear God’s Word and
not act because putting it into action requires
sacrifice and submitting to God’s will over our
own.)

HEARING ISN'T
ENOUGH
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What is the difference bhetween simply having
an intellectual belief in the Word of God
(“hearer” only) and living as an active “doer”
of it? What happens to our faith when we treat
the Bible like an information source rather
than an instruction manual for action?

(Open for discussion. Intellectual belief without
actively living it out produces no change, and is a
blight on our lives. Our faith becomes stagnant
when we don’t put God’s truth into action. We
must allow God’s Word to take the place of our
worldly desires and help us to become like Christ,
a reflection and accurate representation of Him.)

“Many people have mistaken the idea that
hearing a good sermon or Bible study is what
makes them grow and get God’'s blessing. It is
not the hearing but the doing that brings the
blessing. Too many Christians mark their Bibles,
but their Bibles never mark them! If you think you
are spiritual because you hear the Word, then
you are only kidding yourself.” [Warren Wiersbe]

HEARING ISN’T
ENOUGH




How does our obedience to God’s Word
actually bring freedom rather than
restriction? Can you share an experience
where you felt spiritually blessed simply
because you chose to obey God’s Word, even
when it was difficult?

(Open for discussion. God’s Word gives freedom
(liberty) to those who submit to it, because it
delivers them from the bondage that comes from
sinful habits and attitudes. We are all controlled
by something; we must decide if it will be sinful
desires or the will of God!)

Read James 1:26-27

As we live out the Christian faith in our daily
lives, we must be careful to act in a way that
honors and glorifies God. Why do you think our
speech is such an accurate indicator of the
true condition of the heart? How can our
typical response to conflict or frustration
display either God’s righteousness or our own
natural impulses?

HEARING ISN'T
ENOUGH
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(Open for discussion. In Luke 6:45, Jesus says: NOTES
“The good person out of the good treasure of his
heart produces good fruit, and the evil person
out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of
the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”
Our speech and actions reveal our underlying
beliefs, attitudes, and motivations. Good
impressions will not last if our hearts are
deceptive. We can only clean up our hearts by
allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us to change
us.)

In what ways can our failure to control the
tongue tarnish the message we give to those
who do not follow Christ?

(Open for discussion. When we are not careful to
control the tongue, gossip, lying, bragging, and
criticism rule our conversations. We do not
reflect the character and nature of Christ, but
rather our own sinful nature. As a result, we do
not exhibit the qualities of Christ that others
need to see, especially those who do not have a
relationship with Him!)




How can we practically remain “unstained by
the world” while still living, working, and
engaging with others within it?

(Open for discussion. We must live as God
instructs us to live, not being conformed to this
world (Romans 12:1-2), loving this world (1 John
2:15-17), or becoming a friend of the world
(James 4:4).)

Read Deuteronomy 4:1-9

As the nation of Israel prepared to enter the
promised land, Moses took time to remind them
of the instructions and laws God had given them
to live by, in order that they not repeat the
mistakes of their fathers. When Moses told them
to hear, or listen, he was referring to the Hebrew
word shema, which means “to hear, to pay
attention, to understand, to obey”, implying both
hearing and active obedience. The key to their
success was obedience to God’s commands!

HEARING ISN'T
ENOUGH
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How does obedience to God’s Word bring life to NOTES
us today? In what ways can we show on a daily
basis that we view God’s commands as a source
of life rather than just a list of rules?

(Open for discussion. God’s commands are
designed to instruct us on how to live lives that
are upright and devoted to Him. His Word must
penetrate our hearts and minds so that we can be
focused on Him. Like the Israelites, we will face
many battles in our spiritual lives. God desires to
fight our battles for us and defeat the enemy, but
this only works if we, in faith, are obedient to
Him. Only then is He able to allow His power to
work in and through us!)

What effect does our behavior and obedience
to His Word have on those who do not know
God? What are the biggest challenges we face
in passing down faith to the next generation in
our culture today? What is at stake if we fail
to pass on these spiritual values?
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(Open for discussion. Our purpose here is to be
representatives of Christ! By our words, actions,
and lives, we are to be a light and a witness to
those around us who don’t know Him. We can
show this through our faithfulness to obey Him.
If we don’t pass these spiritual values on to
others, they will forget the things that God has
done, taking His blessings for granted and living
like the world around them.)

Godly living must be intentional and
constantly renewed! What are some specific
habits, disciplines, or traditions that we can
build into our families and church community
to ensure that we don’t forget what God has
done? How can we reflect the character of God
to those we encounter each day?

(Open for discussion)
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Consider the following as you pray together:

« If your coworkers, neighbors, or even
strangers were to observe your life, what
would your conduct and the way you handle
adversity lead them to conclude about the
God you serve? When you are tempted to act
out of frustration or anger, what are some
specific ways you can pause and align your
heart with God’s Word and His patience

« Is there any part of God’s Word that you find
yourself mentally editing or negotiating to fit
your lifestyle? What is one specific command
from the Bible that you know you should do,
but are struggling to actually do? What is the
first concrete step you can take to obey it
this week?




« How do you respond when the “mirror” of
God’s Word reveals flaws or shortcomings in
your character - do you quickly forget what it
said, and walk away unchanged or do you take
active steps to change?

James instructs us to keep ourselves
“unstained” by the world. What worldly habit,
attitude, or influence is most threatening to
your spiritual walk right now, and what
boundary do you need to set in order to live
as God intended?

Moses instructed the people to "diligently
watch yourselves, so that you don’t forget
the things your eyes have seen”. What are
some specific things God has done in your life
that you need to be intentional about
remembering?

HEARING ISN'T-
ENOUGH
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An idiom is a common phrase or expression that
has a figurative meaning and conveys something
in a way that literal words cannot. The idiom “like
oil and water” describes two things that are
fundamentally incompatible or unable to coexist
due to fundamental differences. This concept is
based on the scientific principles of the two
substances. Oil and water are immiscible, which
means that they are unable to blend
homogeneously, and naturally separate into two
distinct layers. This is due to the polarity of the
two substances. Water is a polar molecule, with
one end having a positive charge and the other a
negative charge. Water molecules stick together
by connecting opposing ends. Oil molecules are
non-polar, with the ends evenly balanced. As a
result, the two substances repel each other and
will never dissolve into a single unified liquid. In
fact, oil molecules are hydrophobic, or “water-
fearing”, so they are actually repelled by the
water molecules! The force that holds the water
molecules together is stronger than that bonding
the oil molecules. As a result, oil is not held
together as tightly as water, which allows the

N

f

THE SIN OF
FAVORITISM




water molecules to push the oil out of the way in
order to stay bonded together. Qil floats to the
top of the mixture because it is less dense than
water, even though its molecules are larger. Due
to their molecular structures, oil and water are
worlds apart (another idiom)!

This concept also has a spiritual context! This
world and Christ are like oil and water. They are
in complete opposition to one another, unable to
coexist due to fundamental differences! Those
who follow Christ are not of this world! We are to
have the attitude of Christ as we grow to
become more like Him. We are the water
molecules as followers of Christ - the Living
Water. We are drawn to others who are in Christ,
and bound together by His strength! Our genuine
faith in Him cannot be combined with the
approval of the world! When we encounter the oil,
or ways of the world, we are unable to bond with
it and should repel it! In this week’s study, James
reminds us that favoritism cannot coexist with
true faith in Christ, and we are challenged to love
others equally as we reflect Him! Only then can
we be bound together to do His work!

NOTES

THE SIN OF
FAVORITISM




Passages we'll review:
James 2:1-14; Deuteronomy 10:17-21

(Choose 1 or 2)

When you walk into a room of strangers, are
there certain groups of people you naturally
gravitate toward, or perhaps avoid, based on
outward appearance, background, or social
status?

Would you say you are good at first
impressions? Have you ever made a snap
judgement against someone based on a first
impression? Was it true?

THE SIN OF
FAVORITISM
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Read James 2:1-7

According to this passage, how did the rich
and the poor relate to each other in the
ancient world? Is this situation something
that was only relevant in the distant past, or
is it something that is very much a part of
church culture today? Explain.

(Open for discussion. The rich and the poor didn’t
mix in the ancient world. The Jewish people of
that day sought recognition and honor, and would
compete against each other for praise. Those
who had much flaunted it through fine clothes
and fancy jewelry, and received special
treatment, even in the church, because they had
more money to give toward the work of the
church. The poor were often neglected or treated
with contempt, dressing in shabby rags or work
clothes. They were seen as an embarrassment to
others.)
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How does our culture define a “successful” or
“important” person? What are some
categories other than wealth that are used to
judge people? How does this worldly
perspective sometimes infiltrate your own
judgement?

(Open for discussion. Today, success and
importance are measured through power, money,
influence, and status. The more they possess,
the more successful they are. When we are not
focused on the things of God, we can be
influenced in the same way. We often are more
accepting of those who have status, wealth, or
power, gravitating toward those who are
“popular” without really knowing their heart. We
cater to the rich because of what we can get
from them, and are often embarrassed or
inconvenienced by the poor.)

THE SIN OF
FAVORITISM




How does favoritism expose what we value?
Why is it so easy to play “favorites” in our
relationships?

(Open for discussion. The way we behave toward
people indicates what we really believe about
God. If we judge others according to human
standards, we are focused on the things of this
world. But when we are focused on Christ and
seeking to live for Him, we are able to see others
through the eyes of Christ. It is often easy to
play favorites because we judge others by their
past, not their future. But God can use even the
most unlikely person to bring glory to His name!)

When has favoritism been painful or difficult
for you?

(Open for discussion)

THE SIN OF
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How does God look on favoritism? Why is it
such a destructive practice in the church?

(Open for discussion. God despises favoritism. It
is a destructive practice in the church because it
is inconsistent with Christ’s teachings. His
kingdom and riches are promised to everyone
who loves and follows Him, regardless of wealth
or status. It is based on the work of Christ on the
cross alone, not our own merit! He died for all,
not just those who were “favored”. As followers
of Christ, we are to do the works He has given us
to do on equal standing with each other.)

Read James 2:8-11

In ancient Rome, Royal Law, or lex regia, signified
the transfer of power and supreme authority
from the people to the emperor. It established
the principle of “what pleases the prince has the
force of law”. It gave the ruler ultimate control
without interference from a higher power,
meaning the emperor was the ultimate source of
law.

NOTES
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Jesus’ antidote for favoritism was the Great
Commandment. So, when James referred to it as
the “royal law”, he was setting a precedent! It is
given to us by the King of Kings. It rules above
every other law. And when we obey, it frees us
from sin and helps us to live as children of God!

James tells us that stumbling on only one
point of the law isn’t simply a minor
personality flaw, but instead, makes us guilty
of breaking the whole law. How does this
challenge the way we rank “big” sins versus
“little” sins?

(Open for discussion. This perspective helps us
to see sin through God’s lens. In this way, sin is
like a pane of glass; a break at one point of it
results in the entire pane being broken! When we
break even one of God’s commands, no matter
how small, we resist God. This is why it is all
considered sin!)
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toward someone by focusing on the “bigger”
rules you do keep? How does this standard
shatter your own view of self-righteousness
and reveal your need for daily grace?

(Open for discussion)

What are some specific ways we can reject
favoritism and obey God’s command to love
our neighbors?

(Open for discussion. To live out the Royal Law,
we must understand that it is an act of the will,
not our emotions. Our motive must be nothing
other than to glorify God. The means by which we
do this is through the power of His Spirit! Only
then can we begin to see others as Jesus did!)

Read James 2:12-13

f
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How does the love and mercy commanded here
relate to God’s love and mercy toward us?
When you find it hard to show mercy or grace
to someone, how does reflecting on the
extravagant mercy you have received in Christ
help to shift your perspective?

(Open for discussion. It isn’t our faith that
causes God to be merciful. Instead, our faith is
made possible because God is merciful! Because
of His great love, He provided a way for us to be
reconciled to Him! As a result, genuine faith in
our lives must include mercy! When we struggle,
we can find strength in God’s Word to help us.
Our beliefs should control our behavior. How we
treat others is a test that reveals the reality of
our faith.)

How does favoritism endanger our witness to a
non-believing culture? Where do we have
opportunities to move beyond passively
avoiding favoritism in order to actively
demonstrate God’s love?

s -
X
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(Open for discussion. The early Christians were NOTES
triumphant because the lives they lived proved
that the accusations made against them were
lies! They were living proof that a life in Christ
produced a superior character! When we show
favoritism, we prevent others from seeing what a
life fully surrendered to Christ can do!)

Read Deuteronomy 10:17-21

Moses describes God as “God of gods”, “Lord of
lords”, and “great, mighty, and awesome”.
What does it mean to you to serve a God of this
magnitude? How should recognizing His
ultimate power influence our daily lives?

(Open for discussion. Our God is unlike any other
god. His power and might are so great that we
cannot stand before Him without His mercy. But
thankfully, His mercy is endless. Because of His
great love and mercy, we can receive forgiveness
from sin. When we truly begin to understand this,
we are humbled and can begin to see others in the
same way.)
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God commanded Israel to love the foreigner
because they were foreigners in the land of
Egypt. Why is remembering our own past
struggles, hardships, or times of need so
important when it comes to showing empathy
to others?

(Open for discussion. As followers of Christ, we
are to be representatives of Him in our attitudes
and actions, acting as He would. We must
remember the times when we struggled or were
outsiders, since those who have experienced His
love and compassion, should be the first to show
His love and compassion to those who need it
most!)

How does remembering what God has done for
you affect how you praise and serve Him
today?

(Open for discussion)
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Consider the following as you pray together:

« Reflect on how vyou interact with other
people, especially those who are different
from you. Does your treatment of others
reflect your assessment of their worth or
God’s assessment of their worth? In what
area of your life do you need to repent for the
sin of favoritism?

« What grade would you give yourself for living
by the “royal law”? What is one practical way
you can love your neighbor as yourself this
week?

« How can you actively show mercy over
judgment this week? Is there someone in your
life you are currently judging? Is there a
specific person that you struggle to show
love to? What is one specific thing you can do
this week to show them the love of Christ?
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BIG IDEA

The traveling salesman has long been considered
a cornerstone of commerce. Often called
“drummers” for the business they drum up, they
were constantly on the move, distributing goods
to those in rural and frontier areas. The early
salesmen were known as peddlers, since they
traveled on foot. Unlike other types of salesmen,
peddlers traveled as they traded, peddling their
wares from town to town. They remained on the
move, selling everything from manufactured
goods, clothing, pots and pans, machinery,
encyclopedias, to general merchandise. As
roaming merchants, they also brought news and
information to remote, isolated areas. Peddlers
traveled door-to-door, approaching potential
customers directly, rather than waiting for
customers to approach them. They often worked
alongside town markets, buying the surplus and
then reselling to customers who were unable to
attend the markets themselves. The best
peddlers and salesmen were masters of
psychological persuasion and charm. Ronald
Solberg, a retired Fuller Brush salesman, said of
the trade: “It’s tough work, going door-to-door,

FAITH THAT
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business to business. But it builds character.
You learn to overlook the people who say ‘no’, to
find the ones that say ‘yes’. It's an important
message.”

As representatives of Christ, we also have an
important message to “peddle” to the world
around us. But peddlers have not always had a
good reputation. The Greek word referred to
those who profited as the middlemen between
merchant and consumer. And in Paul’s second
letter to the Corinthians, he wrote: “For we are
not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as
men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the
sight of God we speak of Christ.” We have a
responsibility to demonstrate the faith that we
profess, not for our own merit, but for the good
of others and the glory of God. In this week’s
study, we are reminded that true saving faith
brings life, which in turn, produces good works.
Through our obedience to Him and our concern
for others, we can take the life-giving message
of His saving grace to those who need it most,
because that is the most important message!
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Passages we'll review:
James 2:14-26; Daniel 6:1-11, 20-28

(Choose 1 or 2)

Has anyone ever accused you of being “all talk
and no action”? How did that feel?

Are you more likely to act without thinking or
think without acting?

Think back to a difficult situation when you
received encouraging words from someone,
but absolutely no practical help. How did it
make you feel about their sincerity?

FAITH THAT
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Read James 2:14-20

James uses a hypothetical situation of
ignoring someone who is in need of food and
clothing to reveal a truth. Times have changed
since then, but the message remains the
same. What are some modern-day situations
that apply to what James is teaching?

(Open for discussion)
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What is the root problem with simply offering
well wishes or encouragement to someone who
is struggling, without providing any practical
help? Why is it so easy for Christians to fall
into this trap?

(Open for discussion. For everything that is true,
there is also a counterfeit. Good intentions
aren’t enough; they only indicate an intellectual
faith or mental agreement. Faith that has no
actual proof (works) is dead faith.)

Why does James bring up the demons and what
they believe about God? Why is their faith still
inadequate?

(Open for discussion. Even the demons know the
truth about God and believe that He exists. Dead
faith simply substitutes words for action. As in a
court case, a verdict must have supporting
evidence. If we only claim to have faith but never
show it, how are we to prove it? Verbal testimony
alone isn’t enough! We can believe all the right
things and still have an evil, sinful heart.)
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What is the critical difference between mere
intellectual belief and saving faith? How does
the world view believers who talk about God,
but fail to actually show his love to others?
How does this affect the church as a whole?

(Open for discussion. Intellectual belief knows
the facts about God, the truths that He teaches,
and even believes in His existence. It only
involves the mind. This kind of faith s
ineffective and useless. True faith must go
beyond knowledge and understanding, changing
the will as well as the mind! It transforms our
actions as well as our thoughts, and provides
evidence of our faith. QOur failure to act can
invalidate the truth we profess. When we don’t
put our faith into action, we damage the
message of the gospel we profess to those who
need it most. We discredit the God we serve, as
well as the Church He has called us to be.)

f
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Read James 2:21-26

John Calvin once wrote: “It is faith alone that
justifies, but faith that justifies can never be
alone.” What did he mean by that? How does
that help us understand what James instructs
us to do?

(Open for discussion. Jesus set the example for
us that we must live out what we say we believe
if we truly have faith in Him. Faith alone is what
saves us, but faith doesn’t come by itself. Real
faith always shows itself through works.
Anything with life produces fruit, and our faith in
Christ should lead us to produce much fruit that
reveals the character and nature of the God we
serve! This is what sets us apart and makes us
distinct from the world around us!)
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What was it about Abraham and Rahab that
demonstrated their faith? Have you ever
known someone who displayed a “living faith”?
How did you know their faith was alive?

(Open for discussion. They both exhibited a
changed life that demonstrated God’s will by
their actions. They lived out their faith by
obeying in spite of the consequences. Abraham
acted in faith and total obedience to God, even
when it didn’t make sense. This faith allowed him
to have a closer relationship with God, known as
“a friend of God”. Rahab believed in God and what
He said He would do, even with the limited
knowledge she had. She risked everything in
obedience to Him!)

Has there ever been a time when you realized
your faith was purely intellectual rather than
active? What caused your perspective to
shift? Why is it so important to have deeds
and action along with faith?

X

y

f

FAITH THAT
WORKS




FAITH THAT
WORKS

(Open for discussion. Faith and actions work NOTES
together; our faith is made complete by our
actions. Together, they provide evidence of our
true faith in God. The only way we can exhibit
this faith for others to see is through our
obedient acts and our concern for others” well-
being. Putting our faith into action helps us grow
to become mature followers of Christ.)

What are some practical ways that we can
demonstrate our faith to people who are
outside the church through what we do in our
community, workplace, etc.?

(Open for discussion)

Daniel was an exile who had been taken from
Judah as a young man to serve the king of
Babylon. He found himself in a culture that did
not honor God, but Daniel resolved to remain
faithful to God and His laws. As an advisor, he
honored the king, but didn’t compromise his faith
and commitment to God. As a result, God used
Daniel as a prophet to the kings he served.
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Read Daniel 6:1-11

Why was Daniel placed in such an influential
position of power? Why is our character, or the
way we live, so important to God? How does
striving for excellence in our jobs or daily
tasks act as a form of worship?

(Open for discussion. As a result of Daniel’s
commitment to God, he had been given wisdom,
skill, and discernment. Throughout his life, he
continued to put his faith into action, allowing
others to see the difference in his life. Through
his faithfulness, God worked through him in
miraculous ways. His reputation preceded him,
and as a result, the king chose to put Daniel as
his second in command. One of the best ways we
can influence those who do not know Christ is to
do everything with diligence, honesty, and
responsibility. When we live this way, we are able
to bring glory to God by what we accomplish and
the way we influence others.)
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Daniel’s enemies realized that they could not
fault his work, so they targeted his faith.
What are some of the risks we may encounter
when we choose to live out our faith in a
culture that challenges our faith today? How
do we prepare ourselves to stand firm when we
find ourselves in situations where our faith
becomes costly?

(Open for discussion. We may have to choose
between obedience and a promotion, a
comfortable lifestyle, or peer approval. We must
make sure that we, like Daniel, make a habit of
spending time with God daily, allowing our faith
to be strengthened before we face trials. When
we build our faith on Him, we can trust Him in the
hard times!)
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The king was greatly distressed to hear of
Daniel’s fate, but the law could not be changed.
As a result of his faithfulness to God, Daniel was
thrown into the lions” den. But his faith stood
out, even in the midst of dire circumstances.
Even King Darius prayed that Daniel’s God would
deliver him. And He did! Through it all, Daniel
remained faithful to God and gave Him the glory!

Read Daniel 6:20-28

Daniel’s unyielding faith didn’t just protect
him; it ultimately caused King Darius to praise
the Living God. How can our faith in difficult
times influence those around us?

(Open for discussion. We will face difficult times,
but the way we respond to them makes all the
difference. We must keep our focus on Christ
and all that He has done for us, instead of the
difficulties that surround us. Our trust in Him will
be evident to those around us.)
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Consider the following as you pray together:

o If you were arrested for being a Christian,
what evidence would be used to prove your
“guilt™ When people look at your life, what
kind of fruit do they see as evidence of your
faith in God?

« How can you tell the difference between
living faith and dead faith in your own life? If
someone observed your schedule, vyour
spending, and your conversations for a week,
what evidence would they see that proves
your faith is alive?
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« Take some time to honestly assess your own
life. Can you identify any areas where your
faith has remained purely conversational
rather than actively demonstrated? In which
area(s) of your life is God calling you to take a
bold step of faith or obedience, even if it
feels difficult?

« What is one practical step you can take this
week to step out and put your faith in action?
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