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W E E K  5W E E K  5

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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Founded in  1830,  Chicago is  a  key hub in  the

Midwestern United States.  I ts  h istory  dates back

even further  as it  served as a  trading epicenter

for  Nat ive American tr ibes,  missionar ies,

explorers,  and fur  traders.  I t  was the eastern

anchor  point  and pr imary  logist ical  hub for  the

f i rst  transcontinental  ra i l road,  l ink ing n ine

different  ra i l roads,  making it  the fastest  growing

city  in  the US at  the t ime.  As the transportat ion

hub for  the Midwest,  i t  a lso contained huge

lumber  yards and meat-packing p lants.  Due to  the

rapid  growth and densely  populated areas,  most

of  the c ity  structures were made of  wood,  using a

bal loon frame,  with  roofs made of  combustib le  tar

paper  and shingles.  Many of  the roads and

sidewalks were a lso made of  wood.  On the

evening of  October  8,  1871,  dur ing an extremely

hot,  dry  summer,  a  f i re  broke out  in  a  barn  in  the

southwest part  of  town.  The f i re  quickly  grew out

of  control ,  a ided by strong gusty winds over  30

mph that  began b lowing embers and debr is  across

the Chicago River  into the nearby lumber  yards,

coal  yards,  and warehouses.  F i re  whir ls  -  created

when hot  a i r  r ises and meets cooler  a i r ,  causing

the a i r  to  spin  in  tornado- l ike  fashion -  carr ied

pieces of  the f laming debr is  over  to  ra i l road cars  
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fcarry ing  k erosene,  and even consumed the c ity ’s

waterworks,  result ing in  the c ity ’s  water  mains

going dry .  The f i re  then burned unchecked unt i l

late into the evening on October  9th,  when it

began to  ra in .  

The Great  Chicago F i re  had a  last ing impact  on the

city  of  Chicago.  Freder ick  Law Olmsted ref lected,

“Chicago had a  weakness for  ‘b ig  th ings’ ,  and

l iked to  th ink it  was outbui ld ing New York.  I t  d id  a

great  deal  of  commercia l  advert is ing in  i ts  house-

tops.  The fatal  construct ion as wel l  as  of  art  in

its  great  showy bui ld ings must have been

numerous.  Their  wal ls  were thin ,  and were

overweighted with  gross and coarse

misornamentat ion.”  Just  as f i re  def i les  anything

it  touches,  “f iery”  words can def i le  homes and

damage l ives.  Words uttered in  haste can remain

long after  they are  spoken,  causing hurt  and

destruct ion.  In  th is  week’s  study,  we are

reminded that  our  speech carr ies great  inf luence.

The words that  we speak reveal  the true condit ion

of  our  hearts.  They can e ither  tear  down and

destroy or  bui ld  up and encourage -  the choice is

ours.  May we a l low Chr ist  to  change our  hearts  in

order  that  we can g lor ify  God through the words

we speak!



When you are t ired,  hungry,  or  stressed,  what

kind of  things are you most tempted to say?

Consider  the old adage:  “Sticks and stones

may break my bones,  but words can never  hurt

me.”  Is  this  true? Why or  why not?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTESPassages we'l l  review:

James 3:1-12;  Proverbs 18:20-21;  

Proverbs 23:15-16

WEEK
FIVE
WEEK
FIVE

THE POWER OF
THE TONGUE

THE POWER OF
THE TONGUE

Can you share an example of  a  t ime when

someone’s encouraging words gave you a

major  boost,  or  conversely,  a  t ime when

careless words caused lasting damage?



Read James 3:1-4

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

What do the examples of  the bridle  bit  and the

rudder teach us about the importance of

watching what we say? What do they reveal

about the relationship between our  words and

the overal l  direction of  our  l ives and our

community?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Both the br id le  b it  and the

rudder  are  smal l  parts,  yet  they control  b ig

things!  Both must overcome contrary ,  powerful

forces in  order  to  proper ly  guide the whole  th ing.

This  requires careful  attent ion and the control  of

a  strong hand to  guide them safely .  In  the same

way,  our  words carry  great  potentia l  to  affect

others.  We must be responsible  to  d i rect  them

the r ight  way!  To do this ,  our  tongue must

overcome the “contrary”  force of  our  o ld  s inful

nature.  On our  own,  we do not  possess that  k ind

of  strength,  but  Chr ist  does!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Why do you think words hold so much weight

when we are leading or  guiding others,

whether  it  be through a position of  leadership

or  influence? How does this  reminder affect

the way you communicate with those under

your care?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  words can st i r  people

to act ion,  e ither  good or  bad.  Those who teach or

lead others face str icter  judgement.  They must

be sure they use the tongue to  share God’s  truth,

and then l ive  out  what  they teach!  We must a l low

Chr ist  to  take our  thoughts captive and use our

words (tongue)  to  g lor ify  God!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Read James 3:5-8

What is  “trash talk”? Where does it  often take

place,  and what is  the goal?  What effect does

it  have when used successful ly? How does this

relate to what James is  teaching us?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

How have you seen a  single “spark” -  a

careless comment,  a  rumor,  or  angry outburst

-  spread l ike wildfire,  causing uncontrol lable

damage in  your  family,  workplace,  or  fr iend

group?

(Open for  d iscussion)

(Open for  d iscussion.  Trash ta lk  is  a  form of

taunting or  insult ing that  is  often used in  sports.

The goal  is  to  get  into the heads of  the opposing

players,  making it  harder  for  them to focus.  When

effective,  i t  can lead to  mistakes or  d istract ions

that  result  in  them losing.  Our  words can cause

harm to others when used improper ly . )

As evidenced in  the Great  Chicago F i re ,  f i re

burns and hurts,  and the burn scars remain  long

after  heal ing.  The same is  true for  harsh,

careless,  or  hurtful  words!  Once they have

spread,  we cannot  correct  them.  They can do

permanent damage and continue to  spread,

ru in ing reputat ions and causing heartbreak.  



NOTESNOTESNOTESJames claims that while  we can tame al l  sorts

of  animals,  the tongue is  untameable,  a

restless evi l ,  and ful l  of  deadly poison.  Do you

agree with his  assessment? How does this

view challenge the mindset of  self-control  and

self-rel iance?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  words can do great

damage.  L ike venomous animals,  they can

possess spir itual  poison,  which spreads secret ly

and s lowly ,  and even k i l ls .  On our  own,  we can’t

tame the s inful ,  evi l ,  d iv is ive nature of  the

tongue,  but  God can!)

What specific  forms of  speech are you most

tempted to use when you feel  out of  control :

gossip,  f lattery,  sarcasm, demeaning words,

bragging,  exaggerating,  complaining,  lying,

false teaching? Is  there a  specific

environment (home,  work,  onl ine,  etc)  or

relationship where you are most tempted to

lose control  of  your  tongue?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

James points out the absurdity of  praising God

and cursing people with the same mouth.  What

might it  look l ike for  us to “bless” God in  one

breath and “curse” or  harshly judge someone

in the next? Why is  this  double-standard so

dangerous,  both to ourselves and to those

around us?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We can ta lk  about  God and

what He has done and profess to  be Chr ist ians,

but  then be quick to  put  others down,  be

impatient  in  traff ic ,  gossip,  seek to  appeal  to

others through f lattery ,  use manipulat ion to  get

what we want,  complain ,  exaggerate our

circumstances,  l ie ,  etc.  This  is  dangerous

because our  inconsistency reveals  a  heart

problem!  We can ru in  the gospel  message we are

to procla im when we speak words without

thought  or  with  evi l  intent .  We can a lso tarnish

our  reputat ion as fol lowers of  Chr ist . )

Read James 3:9-12
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
Can a bitter  person natural ly  produce sweet,

encouraging words? How do we address the

source (heart)  rather  than just  managing the

symptoms (words)?

(Open for  d iscussion.  A  b itter  person can’t

natural ly  produce sweet,  encouraging,  l i fe-giv ing

words,  just  as freshwater  cannot  be drawn from

the ocean,  because the words we speak are

evidence of  the heart !  Our  source of  true L iv ing

Water  is  Chr ist ,  and He provides us with  the

cleansing we need to  encourage others.  In  the

same way,  we can only  affect  the fru it  we bear  by

looking at  the roots.  A  tree’s  root  system is  the

key to  strong,  sturdy growth,  and the deeper

they grow,  the more durable  they become.  Our

roots are  able  to  take hold  and grow deep when

we spend t ime with  God in  prayer  and in  His

Word.)



The book of  Proverbs was wr itten to  present

God’s  truth in  memorable  form,  g iv ing us

pract ical  wisdom to l ive  by.  In  Hebrew,  the word

for  wisdom means “ski l l  in  l iv ing” .  These truths

teach us the ski l ls  needed to  l ive  God’s  way,

rather  than the ways of  the wor ld .

NOTESNOTESNOTESDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
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This passage reminds us that “death and l ife

are in  the power of  the tongue”.  What does

this  tel l  us about the weight of  our  everyday

conversations? How does it  chal lenge the

ideas of  “they’re just  words” or  “I  was only

joking”?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We often over look the

things we say because we often respond on

impulse,  without  th inking.  We forget  that ,  though

they may seem to be “ just  words” ,  hurtful  words

wound deeply  and often permanently .  When we

are able  to  control  our  tongue,  we show that  our

att itudes and impulses are  under  God’s  control ,

not  our  own,  as  we grow in  l ikeness to  Chr ist ! )

Read Proverbs 18:20-21



Passage Death (Worldly) Life (Godly)

Proverbs 11:11
Mouth of wretched - tears
down, overthrows

Blessings of upright - exalt, build
up

Proverbs 11:13
Gossip/Slander - reveals
secrets

Trustworthy - gains confidence,
keeps things covered

Proverbs 12:13
Rebellious, evil speech - traps
and ensnares

Righteous speech - escapes
from trouble

Proverbs 12:18
Rash words - like a piercing
sword

Wise words - bring healing

Proverbs 12:22
Lying - abomination to the
Lord, detestable

Faithful - His delight

Proverbs 15:1 Harsh - stirs up anger, wrath
Soft, gentle - Turns away anger,
wrath

Proverbs 15:2
Mouth of fools - foolishness,
folly

Tongue of wise - commends
knowledge, makes it attractive

Proverbs 15:4
Devious, perverse - breaks
the spirit

Gentle, healing - gives life

Our words always yield real  consequences -  either  l ife  or  death.  They are

the fruit  that reveals  the state of  the heart,  and we must use them with

restraint.  The fol lowing proverbs contrast worldly  speech (death)  with

godly speech ( l ife),  and give us the consequence of  each.  For  each

passage in  the chart  below,  determine the worldly  and godly speech and

the result  or  consequence of  it .  
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  The words we speak reveal

the state of  the heart .  I f  we are  fo l lowers of

Chr ist  and growing in  Him,  our  words should

ref lect  His  nature and wisdom.  Just  as we can

f ind joy  in  g iv ing our  parents or  teachers a  sense

of  pr ide and sat isfact ion by  pursuing the r ight

path,  we br ing our  heavenly  Father  much joy  when

we fol low His  leading!  When we honor  God with

the l ives that  we l ive,  i t  is  worship ! )

According to this  passage,  why should we

pursue wise words? How can we practical ly

train our  hearts and desires to al ign with

God’s wisdom rather  than be influenced by the

world around us and its  desires?
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Read Proverbs 23:15-16



NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:

Reflect  on  the past  week:  Have your  words

acted more as a  destruct ive spark  or  a

steady,  guid ing force? Would  you say your

communicat ion habits  are  more often

character ized by  bui ld ing others up,  tear ing

them down,  or  just  venting?

What does your  dai ly  speech reveal  about

your  spir itual  l i fe?  How does your  speech

reveal  your  authentic  identity  in  Chr ist?  What

steps can you take this  week to  ensure your

words more consistently  ref lect  God’s  grace?

What do your  frequent,  casual  conversat ions

reveal  about  the current  condit ion of  your

heart?  How often do you stumble with  your

words (gossip,  sarcasm,  harsh tones,  etc)?

What does this  reveal  about  your  need for

control l ing  the tongue?

In  what  environment (home,  work,  socia l

media ,  etc. )  do you need to  be more

intentional  with  your  speech this  week? Who

is  someone you can speak l i fe-giv ing,  edify ing

words to  th is  week,  in  order  to  help  bui ld

them up?
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t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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Brackish water  is  formed when fresh water

meets salt  water .  I t  is  salt ier  than fresh water ,

but  has less sal in ity  than ocean water .  I t  is  often

found in  lagoons,  estuar ies,  bays,  t idal  r ivers,

and mangrove swamps,  and often has a  murky,

brownish t int .  Untreated,  brackish water  is  not

potable  and is  unsafe to  swim in .  I t  is  too salty

to dr ink  and often contains bacter ia  that  can

cause severe skin  infect ions or  other  dangerous,

fast-moving infect ions and b loodstream

i l lnesses.  Consumption can result  in  dehydrat ion,

organ stra in  (k idneys and h igh b lood pressure) ,

gastrointestinal  issues and bacter ia l  infect ions.

Brackish water  often has a  pungent  odor  from

sulfur ,  decaying organic  matter ,  or  bacter ia  that

breaks down and produces foul-smel l ing  gases.

This  water  can a lso negatively  affect  the

environment,  as  the br ine found in  i t  can lead to

soi l  sa l in izat ion,  result ing in  soi l  degradation and

fai led or  stunted crops.  Br ine residuals  a lso

disrupt  natural  ecosystems,  affect ing

freshwater  l i fe  and ru in ing water  sources.  When

used industr ia l ly ,  i t  accelerates rust  and wear  to

industr ia l  systems and p lumbing.  Mineral  



NOTESNOTESNOTESdeposits  bui ld  up on equipment,  increasing

maintenance  in  the long run.  costs.  When not

handled proper ly ,  brackish water  can do

immeasurable  damage to  nature and industry ,  a l l

of  which we pay for  in  the long run.

“Brackish”  can a lso be used to  descr ibe someone

with a  harsh,  unpleasant,  or  unappeal ing

demeanor .  People  who have a  brackish

personal ity  are  often hard to  deal  with,  typical ly

in  a  grumpy or  sour  mood.  They are  often d iff icult

to  approach or  get  a long with.  Their  speech

tends to  be sharp and b it ing,  leaving a  bad taste

with others.  Much l ike  brackish water ,  i t  is  unf it

for  human consumption.  They tend to  be

aggressive,  self-centered,  and intent  on personal

gain  without  consider ing others.  James used this

word when descr ib ing the s inful  motives that

dr ive human wisdom.  In  th is  week’s  study,  we wi l l

look at  the d ifferences between fa lse earthly

wisdom,  in  which we are  the center  of  everything,

and true godly  wisdom that  focuses on God’s

sovereignty,  His  wi l l ,  and His  truth.  We are

reminded that  our  wisdom is  proven by our

obedience in  act ion,  not  just  by  the words we

say.
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Who do you consider  to be the wisest person

you have ever  known,  and how is  that wisdom

exhibited in  their  dai ly  l ife?

Is  wisdom the same as intel l igence? What is  an

example of  each,  and how do we confuse

them?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
Passages we'l l  review:

James 3:13-18;  Psalm 19:7-14

Has there ever  been something you were

wil l ing to pursue at  al l  costs? Why?
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Read James 3:13-16

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

How does the world usually  define “smart” or

“wise”,  and how does that differ  from what

James taught -  that wisdom is  shown through

good conduct and meekness (gentleness)?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The wor ld  often v iews

“smart”  or  “wise”  based on factual  knowledge or

exper ience,  but  James taught  that  true wisdom

enables us to  use knowledge correct ly . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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“Knowledge enables us to take things apart,

but wisdom enables us to put things together

and relate God’s truth to dai ly  l ife.”  [Warren

Wiersbe]



(Open for  d iscussion.  Pr ide leads us down the

wrong path.  I t  often destroys unity  and develops

r ivalry  as  we seek to  promote our  own opin ion or

cause ahead of  others’ ,  using d iv is iveness to

promote our  personal  v iews.  I t  encourages self-

assert ion and independence,  destroying a  spir it

of  mutual  concern.  Pr ide leads us to  jealousy and

envy of  others as we become bitter  toward those

who have different  opin ions.  R ivalr ies  are  often

the result  of  ruthlessness and contempt towards

others and result  in  greed and destruct ive

competit iveness.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Why is  pride so fool ish and destructive? Where

do you see “bitter  jealousy/envy” and “selfish

ambition” exhibited today? How do they creep

into our  everyday relationships,  work,  or

church l ife  without us noticing,  often causing

division and disorder?

When do you f ind it  hardest to let  go of  bitter

jealousy and pride (ambition)? Why do you

think this  is?

(Open for  d iscussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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James describes earthly wisdom as being

unspir itual ,  sensual,  and demonic.  Have you

ever thought of  it  this  way? What do these

words mean in  relation to this  wisdom? How

does this  description help us better  recognize

worldly  wisdom?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Earthly  wisdom is  not  from

above;  i t  is  based on a  wor ld ly  way of  l i fe .

“Unspir itual”  descr ibes it  as  being based on the

mental  and emotional  ideas of  fa l len human

beings,  rather  than from God.  “Sensual”  is  the

opposite  of  spir itual .  “Demonic”  means it  is  of

the devi l ,  used to  corrupt  the re lat ionships God

desires.  Wor ld ly  wisdom wi l l  seek to  cause

disorder  and evi l  acts,  in  the form of

disturbances in  personal  re lat ionships a l l  the

way to  anarchy and other  severe publ ic

upheavals .  Fel lowship  and unity  cannot  survive

under  these!)



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion)
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Read James 3:17-18

According to this  passage,  how would you

define true wisdom? How can we tel l  the

difference between wisdom that is  from God

and earthly wisdom?

Throughout the Bible,  we see examples of  the

inadequacy of  man’s wisdom: the Tower of

Babel,  Abraham’s f l ight to Egypt during the

famine,  and Saul’s  insistence that David wear

his  armor to f ight Gol iath,  to  name a few.  What

is  an example of  unspir itual ,  sensual,  or

demonic wisdom that you have encountered

recently?

(Open for  d iscussion.  True wisdom is  not  based

on self- interest  or  conf l ict .  I t  comes through

Chr ist  a lone and is  revealed to  us through the

Word of  God.  I t  produces r ight  re lat ionships

between people,  and doesn’t  act  or  pretend,  but

is  honest  and genuine.  I t  can be measured by  the

depth of  one’s  character .  Earthly  wisdom exalts

man,  robbing God of  His  g lory .  Any wisdom that

doesn’t  come from God is  destined to  fa i l ,  no

matter  how successful  i t  may seem at  the t ime.)



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Warren Wiersbe wrote,  “Man unlocks the secrets

of  the universe,  but  he does not  know what  to  do

with them.”  Man’s  wisdom is  fool ishness to  God,

as it  comes str ict ly  from reason.  God’s  wisdom is

fool ishness to  man,  as  it  comes from His

revelat ion.

WEEK
SIX
WEEK
SIX

TWO KINDS
OF WISDOM
TWO KINDS

OF WISDOM

(Open for  d iscussion)

Which of  these traits  do you f ind is  the

hardest to put into practice,  and why?

When have you seen someone exhibit  true

godly wisdom? How can we move away from

following worldly  wisdom while  sti l l  l iving in

the world?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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What does humil ity  or  meekness look l ike in

practical  dai ly  l ife? How does being open to

reason or  wil l ing to yield (compliant)  change

the way you handle disagreements,  compared

to simply having the desire to “win” an

argument?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Humi l ity  represents a  spir it

that  is  not  arrogant  or  self-seeking.  Meekness

descr ibes one who re lates to  God with

dependence and contentment,  exhib it ing

gentleness and k indness toward others even

when disagreements ar ise,  being reasonable  on

the demands made of  others. )

(Open for  d iscussion.  We can be wi l l ing  to  l isten

and learn  from others,  offer ing compassion to

those who are  in  d istress,  being k ind and helpful

to  others,  act ing without  prejudice with

unwaver ing commitment,  and being genuine and

open in  our  approach to  others.  We can be wi l l ing

to hear  a l l  s ides,  but  not  compromise our  own

convict ions,  d isagreeing without  being

disagreeable.  In  everything we do,  we should  be

control led by  God’s  mercy.)



Names used referring to
God’s written Word

Words used to describe
God’s Word

Phrases that describe its
effect on us

Instruction/Law 
(verse 7)

Perfect (flawless, complete,
lacking nothing)

Revives the soul (convert,
transform, refresh the soul)

Testimony (verse 7)
Sure/Trustworthy (infallible,
unwavering, immovable)

Makes the inexperienced wise
(enables us to stand firm
against false teaching)

Precepts/Statutes 
(verse 8)

Right (guides us down the right
path amid life’s complexities)

Makes the heart glad/rejoice
(excites & empowers us with
His truth)

Commandment (verse 8)
Pure/Radiant (Clear, lucid,
shines brightly, reveals truth)

Enlightens/Lights up the eyes
(learn His truth, guide us)

Fear [Reverence] 
(verse 9)

Clean/Pure (no impurity,
filthiness, defilement,
imperfection, flawless)

Endures forever (permanently
relevant, eternally true)

Rules/Ordinances/
Judgements (verse 9)

True/Reliable (reliable, stable)
Altogether righteous (reveal
His divine standard, help us
obey)

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Use the chart  below for  the fol lowing:  What names does David use to refer

to God’s written Word? What words does David use to describe God’s law?

What phrases does he use to describe the effect God’s Word has on us?

Read Psalm 19:7-9
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Which of  David’s  “one-l iners” in  this  passage

best describes your  own personal  experience

with scripture? Why?

(Open for  d iscussion)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

Read Psalm 19:10-14
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Why does David compare God’s laws to gold

and honey? When has the Word of  God been

sweeter  than honey or  worth more than gold in

your l ife?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God’s  Word g ives us the

guidel ines and d i rect ion needed to  l ive  a

spir itual ly  healthy and fu lf i l led  l i fe .  In  i t ,  He g ives

us everything we need to  l ive  in  His  wi l l . )



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Why is  it  so hard for  us to see our  own

mistakes and hidden faults without help from

God? How does God’s truth bring those things

to l ight?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  own conscience isn’t

enough to  help  us l ive  a  godly  l i fe .  Because of

our  own s inful  nature,  we cannot  see our  s in  on

our  own.  By  reading,  studying,  and meditat ing on

God’s  Word,  we can recognize and acknowledge

our  s in ,  repent  of  i t  and f ind forgiveness in  Him.

His  truth a lso helps us to  know how to l ive  in

order  to  guard our  hearts  in  order  to  keep us

from sinning.)
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OF WISDOM

“The most important thing we can do in  our

local  churches is  measure our  ministries by

the Word of  God,  not  by the wisdom of  men.

The many battles among Christians,  the

church spl its,  the absence of  purity and peace,

al l  suggest that something is  wrong.  Perhaps

that ‘something’  is  the absence of  the wisdom

of God.”  [Warren Wiersbe]



PRAYPRAYPRAY
C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  y o u  p r a y  t o g e t h e r :

Which o f  these two types of  wisdom -  earthly

or  heavenly  -  has been most v is ib le  in  your

l i fe  or  react ions this  week? Do you re jo ice

when others succeed,  or  do you harbor  secret

envy and cr it ic ism? Do you feel  burdened

when others fa i l ,  or  are  you g lad?

How do envy and self ish ambit ion express

themselves in  your  l i fe  or  create d isorder  in

your  re lat ionships? What can you do this

week to  combat them? What godly  tra its  do

you most need to  develop in  your  l i fe?

How can you act ively  p lant  seeds of  peace in

a  tense s ituat ion this  week? Who around you

needs to  exper ience God’s  mercy through

your  act ions?  

Do you long for  and desire  God and His  Word

more than anything e lse in  your  l i fe?  What is

one physical  or  d ig ita l  d istract ion that  often

crowds out  your  desire  for  scr ipture?  Give

that  to  God this  week!

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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W E E K  7W E E K  7

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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Life  is  fu l l  of  choices.  Many t imes,  we can choose

several  th ings that  work together .  Other  t imes,

our  choices are  completely  independent.  But

there wi l l  a lways be t imes where we must make a

single ,  d ist inct  choice.  These are  cal led mutual ly

exclusive ,  or  disjo int ,  events.  Used in  stat ist ics,

this  descr ibes a  s ituat ion in  which two or  more

events or  choices cannot  happen or  co-exist  at

the same t ime;  one must supersede the other .

This  can be i l lustrated in  probabi l i ty  by  f l ipping a

coin  -  you can get  heads or  ta i ls ,  but  not  both in

one f l ip .  In  a  Venn diagram,  th is  type of  data is

shown as two c i rc les that  do not  over lap;  they do

not  share any outcomes.  This  concept is  a lso

used in  investment banking,  to  help  decide which

opportunit ies to  pursue or  drop.  When

undertaking projects or  a l locat ing budgets,  a

company wi l l  determine the opportunity  cost  for

each opt ion,  where they consider  the benefit  that

wi l l  be  lost  or  g iven up i f  another  opt ion is

chosen.  Each mutual ly  exclusive opt ion requires

the sacr if ice of  whatever  prof its  could  have been

generated by choosing another  opt ion.  I t  is  a lso

used in  sett ing up land a l locat ions,  such as a

bui ld ing a  parking lot  or  a  park  on a  s ingle  p iece of
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land.  In  engineer ing,  i t  can represent  a  switch

that  can e ither  be on  or  off ,  but  not  both.

In  l i fe ,  mutual ly  exclusive events are  th ings that

are incompatib le ,  inconsistent,  or  non-

over lapping.  As choices,  i t  can be two things that

completely  contradict  one another ,  requir ing the

choice of  one opt ion over  the other .  An example

of  th is  would  be choosing to  book a  f l ight  for  6

pm or  attending a  d inner  party  at  6  pm on the

same day.  We a lso see examples of  th is  in  the

spir itual  realm.  Because of  s in ,  we were

separated from God,  because God cannot  tolerate

sin .  They are  mutual ly  exclusive!  But  Chr ist ,

through His  death and resurrect ion,  provided a

way for  us to  be reunited with  Him.  As a  result ,

mankind must choose to  e ither  be a  fr iend of  God,

control led by  Him alone,  or  a  fr iend of  the wor ld ,

control led by  the spir it  of  th is  wor ld .  There can be

no over lap.  In  th is  week’s  study,  James addresses

the source of  the conf l icts  we encounter  as he

teaches us how to move from being fr iends of  the

world  and enemies of  God to  being fr iends of  God.  

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Passages we'l l  review:

James 4:1-10;  Psalm 24:3-6



How do you usually  react when you don’t  get

something you real ly  want or  feel  you

deserve? Why do you think this  is?

When you were growing up,  with whom did you

quarrel  most,  and why?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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How do you typical ly  respond to confl ict?



Read James 4:1-3

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

What are some common things that cause

arguments and f ights in  everyday l ife?

According to James,  what is  at  the root of

these f ights and quarrels,  and how do they

tend to start?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  arguments and f ights

today are  typical ly  caused by our  own self ish

desires.  The Greek word for  desires or  p leasures

is  re lated to  the word hedonism,  which is  the

phi losophy that  the chief  purpose of  l iv ing is

simply  to  sat isfy  self .  This  leads to  greed and

envy of  others,  which results  in  f ights and

quarrels . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Why does an internal  desire or  “passion” often

turn into an external  argument with someone

else? Why do unfulfi l led desires or  self ish

motives lead to broken relationships with

other  people?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Self ishness a lways leads

to war .  When we have self ish desires,  we create

a war  within  the heart ,  which wi l l  eventual ly  lead

to a  war  with  others.  Those who batt le  s in  and

self  wi l l  a lways be unhappy.  Instead of  being

thankful  for  what  they have,  they complain  about

what they don’t  have.  They are  at  odds with

others because of  envy and jealousy.  Any t ime

we seek p leasure at  the expense of  others,  we

are f ight ing against  God,  which is  s inful .  Our  own

sinful  desires are  what  dr ive us,  and wi l l

eventual ly  control  us,  affect ing our  re lat ionship

with  others,  as  wel l . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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“Hedonism is  the uncontrol led personal  desire

to fulf i l l  every passion and whim that

promises sensual  satisfaction and enjoyment.

The desire to fulf i l l  these pleasures comes,  of

course,  from selfishness,  which is  opposed to

God and the Word of  God.”  [John MacArthur]



When prayers seem to be unanswered,  how

does this  passage chal lenge our  underlying

motives? What does it  mean to “ask with

wrong motives” when praying,  and how can we

check the state of  our  hearts when we bring

our requests to God?

(Open for  d iscussion.  When our  motives are

dr iven by  our  own pleasure,  self ishness,  and

greed,  we often don’t  go to  God with  our  needs.

Other  t imes,  we ask,  but  with  wrong motives.

When we do so,  we are  much l ike  the prodigal

son,  seeking to  use a l l  that  God has g iven us for

our  own pleasures and desires.  God hears the

prayers of  the r ighteous,  so we must be sure

that  we ask with  the r ight  heart  att itude,  and in

accordance with  God’s  wi l l . )

NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
SEVEN
WEEK
SEVEN

THE WAR
WITHIN

THE WAR
WITHIN

Read James 4:4-6

What are some of  the symptoms that indicate

a person being a  “fr iend of  the world” in

society today? How is  it  exhibited through

daily  habits,  media choices,  and cultural

values?



NOTESNOTESNOTES(Open for  d iscussion.  When someone is  a  fr iend

of  the wor ld ,  they make the del iberate choice to

fol low the s inful  ways of  the wor ld .  S in  came into

the wor ld  and brought  with  it  conf l ict ,

lawlessness,  and rebel l ion.  When we exhib it

these things,  we act  as enemies of  God.)
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Can self-assertiveness and humil ity  co-exist?

Where does pride come in? How does coming

near to God strengthen us?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Humi l ity  does not  mean

that  we are  weak and powerless.  Rather ,  we

understand that  our  salvat ion comes through

Chr ist  a lone,  and know that  our  total  dependence

must be on God!  We can re ly  on His  strength and

procla im His  truth fa ithful ly  and conf idently ,  in

order  to  g lor ify  Him and not  ourselves.  When we

take our  focus off  of  Him and put  it  on ourselves,

we fa l l  into Satan’s  trap of  independence and

pr ide.  Only  by  staying c lose to  God and re ly ing on

Him can we be strengthened and stand against

the enemy!)



NOTESNOTESNOTES

When you hear  the word submission,  what is

your init ial  thought or  reaction?

(Open for  d iscussion)

James gives us the p lan of  defense against  our

enemy:  Submit  to  God.  Draw near  to  God.  Humble

ourselves before God.
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Read James 4:7-10

Submit  comes from a  mi l i tary  term that  meant

for  each person to  get  into their  proper  rank.

True submission only  occurs when we understand

that  God is  greater  than us and worthy of  more

honor  and praise.  In  the spir itual  batt les that  we

face,  uncondit ional  surrender  to  God and His

ways is  the only  way we can achieve complete

victory !



NOTESNOTESNOTESWhat are some practical  ways to “submit  to

God”? What are some practical  ways to “resist

the devi l”?

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we are  submitted to

God,  His  desires become our  desires.  We have a

common cause,  common interests,  and common

object ives.  We are completely  control led by  His

Spir it ,  not  by  our  own wi l l .  We can resist  the devi l

by  standing f i rm against  h im and opposing the

things that  are  against  God.  We must refuse to

surrender  to  the impulses of  s in . )

What are some of  your  regular  practices that

help you draw near  to God? Share with your

group.

(Open for  d iscussion.  Examples:  We can worship

Him,  spend t ime studying His  Word and apply ing

it  to  our  l ives,  confess our  s ins to  Him and seek

His  c leansing and forgiveness,  have int imate,

personal  fe l lowship  with  Him -  a  true

relat ionship,  not  just  an act ,  we avoid  evi l

act ions and compromises,  and commit  fu l ly  to

Him.)
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NOTESNOTESNOTESWhat does it  look l ike to grieve over  sin  in

your l ife? How does that lead to humil ity?

What does true humil ity  look l ike practical ly,

beyond just  a  feel ing or  momentary thoughts?

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we gr ieve over  our

sin ,  we see it  as  God sees it .  We recognize our

own unworthiness and are  broken by our  s in  and

the separat ion it  causes between us and God.  We

acknowledge that  on our  own,  we cannot

overcome it ,  but  through Chr ist  a lone we can f ind

forgiveness!  Humi l ity  comes from a  heart  that

fol lows after  Him and seeks to  honor  Him above

everything e lse as we l ive  for  Him.)
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DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Read Psalm 24:3-6

How do clean hands and a  pure heart  differ,  and

why does God look at  both?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Our  loyalty  must be to  God a lone!  Anything that

we love,  fear ,  or  serve more than God becomes an

idol ,  a  fa lse god!  

(Open for  d iscussion.  On our  own,  we can never

be r ighteous,  but  Chr ist  provided the way for  us.

Only  through repentance and fa ith  in  Him can we

receive it .  As a  result ,  we should  walk  with

integr ity ,  l iv ing in  accordance with  His  standards

and teachings,  because we desire  to  p lease Him

alone.)

Knowing that true r ighteousness is  a  gift  from

God,  not based on our  own merit,  how should it

change the way we l ive and worship?

(Open for  d iscussion.  C lean hands indicate our

outward act ions and r ighteous conduct,  whi le  a

pure heart  is  evidence of  our  godly  character  and

motives,  our  inner  soul  that  is  to  be set  apart

and undefi led.  The outer  appearance of  hol iness

isn’t  enough;  we must have both of  these to

approach God,  and be devoted to  Him alone.)



NOTESNOTESNOTESWhat does “seek Your face” imply about our

relationship with God? How does seeking God’s

face differ  from just  asking God for  things?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Seeking impl ies an

intentional ,  cont inual  act ion.  In  the Bib le ,  face-

to-face s ignif ied an int imate,  personal

encounter ,  not  just  a  casual  acquaintance.  When

we seek His  face,  we respond with  a  whole-

hearted response and undiv ided commitment to

Him,  where we have a  dependent trust  in  Him to

be a l l  that  we need.  I t  is  so much more than just

a quick prayer  asking for  th ings.)
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What does it  mean to belong to the

"generation of  those who seek Him” today?

How can we l ive it  out?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We are to  understand that

our  total  dependence is  on God,  knowing He can

satisfy  our  every  need.  We can l ive  it  out  by

sett ing aside t ime for  studying His  Word,

worship ing Him,  going to  Him in  open and honest

prayer ,  and l iv ing in  obedience to  His  wi l l ,  as  we

sanctify  our  l ives to  l ive  for  Him.)



Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

When you f ind yourself  in  the middle  of  an

argument or  confrontat ion,  do you seek to

understand what  desire  is  real ly  motivat ing

you? How often is  the true reason based on

unmet personal  desire  or  want?  Do you pray

about  th is  desire?

In  w hat  area(s)  of  your  l i fe  do you seek the

approval  of  society  over  the approval  of  God?

What is  one step you can take this  week to

acknowledge your  own insuff ic iency and

Chr ist ’s  complete suff ic iency in  that  area of

your  l i fe?

Wh at is  one specif ic  area where you need to

actively  submit  to  God instead of  hold ing on

to control?

How do your  dai ly  act ions (c lean hands)  and

inner  thought  l i fe  (pure heart)  ref lect  a

person who desires to  draw near  to  God?

What h idden thoughts or  secrets are  pul l ing

you away from God?  

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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A vapor  is  any substance in  a  gas state that  is

normal ly  a  sol id  or  l iquid  at  room temperature.  I t

is  formed when low pressure turns a  l iquid  or

sol id  into a  gas,  usual ly  appear ing as fog,  smoke,

mist ,  or  steam.  In  meteorology,  vapors typical ly

appear  as fog or  mist .  Fog is  a  low- ly ing c loud

that  touches the ground,  forming when the

invis ib le  water  vapor  cools  down to its  dew point .

In  many c l imates,  fog is  an essentia l  part  of  the

ecosystem,  as it  provides moisture to  areas that

receive l i tt le  to  no ra in .  One such area is  in  the

Middle  East .  The dry  desert  regions are  prone to

water  scarcity ,  and fog helps to  sustain  p lant  l i fe

and agr icultural  systems.  In  desert  areas,  heat

escapes quickly  at  n ight  from the sand and ar id

cl imate and quickly  cools  the a i r  d i rect ly  over  i t .

Fog forms overnight  in  the val leys and coastal

p la ins as the coastal  humidity  meets the rapid ly

cool ing desert  ground.  As the moist  a i r  comes in

off  of  the surrounding bodies of  water ,  a i rborne

dust  and sand help  the water  vapor  to  condense

more easi ly ,  and the calm winds prevent  it  f rom

scatter ing.  I t  d issipates very  quickly ,  however ,

once the sun comes up and starts  to  evaporate

the fog layer .
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We see fog,  or  mist ,  mentioned many t imes

throughout  the Bib le .  I t  was re l ied on for  survival

in  the ar id  desert  c l imates,  but  i t  was a lso used

to descr ibe anything unsubstantia l ,  worthless,  or

transitory .  James used this  metaphor  to  descr ibe

human l i fe  -  br ief ,  uncertain ,  and f leet ing.  To us,

a  l i fet ime may seem l ike  such a  long t ime,  as  we

see our  l i fespan in  decades.  But  in  Psalm 39:5,

the psalmist  reminds us of  the brevity  of  our  l i fe

through God’s  v iew:  “Behold  you have made my

days a  few handbreaths,  and my l i fet ime is  as

nothing before you.  Surely  a l l  mankind stands as

a mere breath!”  Again  in  Psalm 144:4,  we read,

“Man is  l ike  a  breath;  h is  days are  l ike  a  passing

shadow.”  In  th is  week’s  study,  we are  reminded

that  true humi l ity  comes from a  proper  v iew of

God’s  author ity  over  our  future and the l ives of

others.  S ince we do not  have the wisdom to see

the future or  the power  to  control  i t ,  we must be

careful  to  bui ld  our  l ives around His  p lans,

trust ing that  He wi l l  guide and d i rect  where He

wants us to  go.

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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LIFE IN 
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Passages we'l l  review:

James 4:11-17;  Jeremiah 9:23-24



On a scale of  1  (hardly do)  to  10 (always),  how

often do you pray about your  plans and

decisions before making them?

What is  the biggest or  most detai led future

plan you are currently  making for  your  l ife?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

When you hear  the word “judgemental”,  what

kind of  picture or  person comes to mind?

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS



Read James 4:11-12

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

Think of  a  t ime when your  words tore someone

down instead of  bui lding them up.  What

triggered it?  When do you f ind it  easiest  to

crit icize or  tear  down a fel low bel iever? Why

do you think this  is?

(Open for  d iscussion)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS

When have you seen careless or  negative

words damage a relationship or  a  community?

What is  the difference between godly

discernment and destructive crit ical

judgement?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Godly  d iscernment involves

us remembering our  p lace in  the b ig  scheme of

things.  We are s imply  God’s  servants.  We cannot

act  l ike  God in  passing judgement on others,  but

must f i rst  examine our  own l ives,  seek His

direct ion,  and only  then,  go help  others as we

seek to  honor  God.  When we are  not  in  the wi l l  of

God,  we become troublemakers! )



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Why do you think it  is  so easy for  us to sl ip

into the role  of  a  “judge” rather  than a  “doer”

of  the law? How does it  reflect  a  lack of  trust

in God’s ult imate judgement when we speak

evil  of  our  brothers and sisters in  Christ?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Our  own pr ide can lead us

to be cr it ical  of  others.  I t  is  God’s  p lace a lone to

judge,  enforce HIs  laws,  and fu lf i l l  H is  purposes.

When we try  to  judge others on our  own,  we

violate God’s  law to love our  neighbor  as

ourselves,  and we try  to  p lay  God.  The wi l l  of  God

always comes from the heart  of  God,  and it  is

a lways for  His  g lory  and our  good!)
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EIGHT
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LIFE IN 
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Read James 4:13-15



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion)  

James is  not  condemning the act  of  making

plans,  but rather  arrogant self-sufficiency.

How do you typical ly  react when an

unexpected interruption completely derai ls

your day or  long-term agenda? In  what area of

your l ife  do you f ind it  most diff icult  to

surrender control  of  your  family,  career,  or

finances to God?

WEEK
EIGHT
WEEK
EIGHT

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS

LIFE IN 
GOD’S HANDS

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we make our  own

plans and set  our  own goals ,  we are  d isregarding

God.  We are re ly ing on our  own self-suff ic iency

alone,  l iv ing as though everything is  fu l ly  secure,

even though we have no idea of  what  tomorrow

may br ing.  This  is  what  shows arrogance.)

The business plans described in  verse 13

sound normal  and practical .  Why does James

call  them arrogant and evi l?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

WEEK
EIGHT
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LIFE IN 
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(Open for  d iscussion.  L ife  is  br ief  and uncertain !

We can’t  say we bel ieve in  God,  then l ive  as i f  He

doesn’t  exist ,  yet  we seem to do it  often as we

lose focus.  The wor ld  and its  ways can d istract

us from the things of  God,  convincing us that  we

can do anything we put  our  minds to!  But  we

must remember  that  only  God knows what  is  to

come!  We must seek Him f i rst  as  we plan our

goals ,  l isten act ively  for  His  voice,  and seek His

direct ion d i l igent ly !  Our  goals  wi l l  only  d isappoint

us i f  we leave God out  of  them!  In  order  to  not

waste our  l ives,  we must choose to  invest  in

eternal  th ings and l ive  for  Him each day!)

James describes the nature of  human l ife  by

comparing it  to  a  vapor  that vanishes quickly.

Why do you think we so often forget this? How

should this  real ity  change the way we map out

tomorrow,  this  week,  a  year,  or  even l ife?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

What does it  look l ike to boast in  your  own

strength or  security in  a  modern,  self-rel iant

culture l ike ours? How can we practical ly  say

“if  the Lord wil ls”  instead of  boasting in  our

own strength?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We often see this  when

people  act  as though they can handle  everything

on their  own,  without  God.  Others may knowingly

tout  c la ims that  are  untrue or  don’t  work,

c la iming to  do something they cannot,  a l l  for

their  own glory .  The only  “boasting”  we do should

be in  the Lord,  what  He provides for  us,  and in  our

weaknesses that  help  us to  learn  more of  Him!)

WEEK
EIGHT
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LIFE IN 
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LIFE IN 
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Read James 4:16-17



NOTESNOTESNOTESCan you share a  t ime when fai l ing to act  (sin

of  omission)  weighed on your  conscience as

much as doing something wrong?

(Open for  d iscussion)

How does reframing “knowing the good and not

doing it”  as an actual  sin  change your

perspective on obedience and “missed

opportunities”?

WEEK
EIGHT
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LIFE IN 
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LIFE IN 
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(Open for  d iscussion.  Just  as doing wrong is  a

sin ,  so is  NOT doing r ight !  We are cal led to

actual ly  l ive  out  what  God has cal led us to  do.  We

must act  from the heart ,  not  just  in  our  act ions

or  words.  When we choose to  obey God’s  wi l l ,  we

are fol lowing HIs  p lan for  our  l ives.  When we get

out  of  HIs  wi l l ,  He wi l l  help  to  br ing us back

through correct ion and d iscip l ine,  because of  His

love for  us.  So because of  our  love for  Him,  we

ought  to  do what  He commands us to  do!  When

we do His  wi l l ,  i t  is  an  act  of  worship ! )



NOTESNOTESNOTESDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
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Read Jeremiah 9:23-24

What do wisdom, might,  and r iches represent in

our  culture? Which of  them is  most tempting

for  people to put their  trust in  today?

(Open for  d iscussion)

How do these temporary human pursuits fade

or  fai l  us when we face major  l ife  crises? Why

is it  so easy for  us to put our  trust in  our  own

strength or  resources when l ife  gets hard?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Some of  our  greatest

stumbl ing b locks are  the things that  people  value

the most:  wisdom,  strength,  and r iches.  But  these

things wi l l  not  last  and they cannot  guarantee

God’s  b lessings!  In  fact ,  God re jects the things

that  we boast  about  because they re ly  on our  own

abi l i t ies  and accompl ishments.  I t  is  easy for  us to

lose s ight  of  God and His  ways and to  focus on

the things that  we can see f i rst  hand.)



NOTESNOTESNOTESWhat is  the difference between knowing about

God and truly  knowing Him?

(Many people  know about  God and what  He can do

-  even the demons know and bel ieve.  But  when we

truly  know God,  we make Him a  pr ior ity  in  our  l ives

as we come to know Him personal ly  and

int imately ,  l iv ing a  l i fe  that  ref lects Him.  The only

thing that  real ly  matters in  th is  l i fe  is  knowing

and understanding Him!  As a  result ,  God takes

del ight  in  showing us His  steadfast  love,  just ice,

and r ighteousness,  because we know and honor

Him.)
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(Open for  d iscussion.  This  requires true

obedience,  not  just  an act !  He helps us to  put  our

values into the r ight  perspective and l ive  in  a

way that  draws people  to  Him!)

What does it  look l ike to actively “boast” or

take pride in  God rather  than in  personal

achievements? How does knowing His

character  change the way we respond to

people and situations in  our  dai ly  l ives?



Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

When was the last  t ime you cr it ic ized or

gossiped about  a  brother  or  s ister  in  Chr ist ,

tear ing them down i nstead of  bui ld ing them

up? How can you make it  r ight?  What pract ical

step can you take this  week to  start

cr it ic iz ing others less often?

Do you genuinely  submit  your  dai ly  schedule

and major  l i fe  decis ions to  God’s  author ity ,  or

do you make your  own plans f i rst  and just

expect  God to  b less them? Where do you

struggle  most to  depend on God’s  leading and

direct ion? How does v iewing your  l i fe  as a

temporary  vapor  that  vanishes quickly  change

the way you pr ior it ize  your  t ime,  goals ,  and

career  ambit ions this  week?

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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Knowing the r ight  th ing to  do and fa i l ing  to  do

it  is  a  s in .  Is  there a  specif ic  good act io n God

is  prompting you to  do r ight  now that  you

have been delaying? What can you do today to

stop ignor ing that  nudge from God? What is

one step you can take this  week to  act ively

do good instead of  just  ta lk ing about  it?

In  what  h idden ways do you try  to  bui ld  a

sense of  personal  worth or  safety  apart  from

God? When you ta lk  about  or  share your  l i fe

achievements,  what  or  who gets the credit?

How does knowing God personal ly  change the

way you v iew your  own achievements or

fa i lures?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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