




Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at  a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result  of
amazing discussion.



In  our world today,  we see a society that is
afraid of  commitment.  People are connected
to others in a multitude of  ways,  but they want
to keep their  distance and not over-commit to
anything.  Reasons for  non-committal  range
from fear of  being stuck,  fear of  offending
someone, and fear of  failure.  Others suffer
from FOMO, or  the fear of  missing out.
Commitment is  often seen as the opposite of
freedom.

This is  evident in the l ife of  many Christ ians
today as well .  Many people have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ,  but they don’t
want to commit to a local church.  A recent
Barna study revealed the following:  “Of those
who attend church at least every six months,  a
l ittle over half  (54%) report  being an off icial
member at their  place of  worship,  with just
above one in three (37%) reporting they
regularly attend but are not members.” Many
would rather be a mere bystander or  observer
than being fully committed to Him. In today’s
study,  we will  see how being committed to a
local church is  a decision that has endless
rewards.



What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did
anything challenge you?

What is  your greatest fear in l i fe? How does
this affect your decisions?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is  at  a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that affected you more than others?

Passages We'll  Review:
Ephesians 4:11-16;  Hebrews 10:23-25



Read Ephesians 4:11-14.

Why is  it  important to replicate how the
apostles launched the church? 

(Not only are we replicating the apostles,  we
are replicating Jesus Himself !  His  Great
Commission was not a surface level
command without any guidance.  He has
demonstrated what to do during His ministry,
told us in His Word,  and guides us with His
Holy Spir it !  This enables us to have a proper
relationship with Him personally and as a
church body.)

Do you believe you are fully equipped for
the work of ministry? Why or why not? 

(Open Discussion)



(Examples:  Many believe that the world as it
is  now is  all  there is,  that God is  either
absent or  distant and doesn’t  have any part
of it .  For  others,  “truth” is  relative,  or  on a
moving scale,  rather than black and white.  It
has become more of  a perceived truth than
an absolute truth.  Another idea is  that you
can do whatever you put your mind to,  i f  you
only try  hard enough. Others push self-
gratif ication,  or  “Do what makes you
happy.”)

Why is  this an especially slippery slope in
the l ife of  a follower of  Christ?

What are some of the worldly philosophies
and practices that have taken away from
the model God has given the church? Which
of these has affected you most?

(Many seek to draw people away from the
Christian faith.  We must continue to grow in
our relationship with Christ  and our
understanding of  His word so that we can
stand f irm and know the Truth.)



Why is  it  so important to have “unity of  the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God” as stated in verse 13?

(Our God has revealed Himself  to us through
His Spir it  and Word.  Without a f i rm
foundation,  the believer can be
manipulated,  confused,  and full  of  doubt.
God’s character is  not determined by man.
While we can not fully  grasp the full  nature
of God’s grandeur,  we can have faith in the
Lord and knowledge of  who He is,  AS HE IS,
by remaining true to what He has granted us
(Bible,  Holy Spir it ,  Church,  etc. .)  EVERY
individual,  within the body,  must be on the
same page regarding His Glory!  While we
have a personal relationship with Him, our
individuality  does not change His character
or  should not interfere with His movement in
the local church.)



(The local church is  a place in which
believers can be taught the Word of  God,  the
importance of  prayer,  and how to mature in
their  faith and l ive for  His  glory.  As a result
of  Christ ians pouring into each other,  we can
become men and women who are reflections
of Christ  Jesus Himself !)

How does the local church play a part in
this?

Anytime we run from commitments in l i fe,
while we may avoid a potential
consequence,  we will  also miss out on the
fruit  that comes as a result  of  our
commitment to God’s work.  When we choose
to be a part  of  the local church,  it  is  more
than just checking off  a box.  It  shows an
increased level  of  commitment.  Rather than
just being a spectator and having our own
cup f i l led,  we can be an investor,  pouring
into the l ives of  those around us!  



Read Ephesians 4:15-16.

In today’s video, Myles mentioned the
Sequoia tree.  What is  the benefit  of  its
strong root system? 

(The roots of  the Sequoia trees are
interwoven and almost unbreakable.  They
ensure stabil ity  and survival  for  the giant
trees.)

How does this apply to our daily l ives?

(As we put down roots and get involved in a
local church,  we will  grow stronger as
followers of  Christ.  As we pour into others,
we will  produce much fruit .  The end result  is
that we will  br ing glory to God!)



In verse 15,  we are told to “speak the truth
in love.” However,  people often overfocus
on one, love or truth,  at the cost of  the
other.  What are examples of each that you
have seen?

(Over focus on love often leads to lack of
discipl ine.  Over focus on truth often comes
across as being legalist ic.)

Is  it  easy or hard to speak the truth in love?
What is  hard about it?

(Speaking the truth in love is  not easy or
pleasant,  but it  is  necessary to help us grow
to be more l ike Christ.  We have to point out
the mistake,  s in,  etc,  while l i ft ing up the
person who committed it .)



In this passage, we are reminded that we
must stand firm in our faith in Christ.  He is
the only way!  As we grow in Christ,  we are
given the command to also build one
another up in love. Why is  it  so important to
be a part of  a local church body?

(We can strengthen and encourage one
another as we grow in our faith,  especially
when tempted to be in isolation.  We can also
exhort  one another as we face  opposit ion to
the Truth of  God’s Word.)

Read Hebrews 10:23-25.



Donald Whitley writes,  “No one develops the
proper spir itual  symmetry just  by l istening
to Christ ian radio,  watching Christ ian
television,  or  reading Christ ian books.  You
can’t  get this  kind of  maturity merely by
participating in a group Bible Study.  Unless
you’re an active part  of  a local church,  your
Christ ian l ife and ministry will  be
imbalanced.”

There are many obstacles in the world
around us that seek to distract us,  lead us
astray,  and even try to deny the validity of
the Word of  God.  When we accept Christ,  we
only begin our growth in Him. Growth should
be a continual process that continues
throughout our l ives.  

Think about your own personal growth.
What situations can cause you to grow more
or less?



Are you fully committed to CrossPointe
church? If  not,  what is  your next step?
Pray and ask God to help you make the
necessary commitments.  I f  you have
questions,  don’t  hesitate to talk to one of
our pastors!
Do you know others that need to commit
to CrossPointe? How can you encourage
them?
What can we do as a church to draw
others to Christ,  not just  to make
converts but to make disciples?
Do you reflect Christ’s  character and do
your part  in speaking the truth in love?

Consider the following as you pray together:

As you serve,  don’t  grow weary in your work!
Always remember Galatians 6:9-10: “Let us
not get tired of doing good, for we will  reap
at the proper time if  we don’t  give up.
Therefore,  as we have opportunity,  let us
work for the good of all,  especially for
those who belong to the household of
faith.”



Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at  a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result  of
amazing discussion.



Most countries have ambassadors that
represent their  country in foreign lands.
They work to protect the cit izens of  their
homeland, support  the prosperity of  their
cit izens,  and work towards peace between
their  country and the foreign lands in which
they serve.  

Merr iam-Webster defines an Ambassador as
a diplomatic agent of  the highest rank
accredited to a foreign government or
sovereign as the resident representative of
his or  her own government or  sovereign or
appointed for  a special  and often temporary
diplomatic assignment.  As we learned on
Sunday,  we are called to be Ambassadors
for  Christ  to the world in which we l ive.  In
today’s study,  we will  look at what being an
Ambassador means for  us today!

Passages we'll  review:
John 14:15-21;  Joshua 22:5;  John 14:26;
Isaiah 6:1-8



What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did
anything challenge you?

What is  your favorite sports team? Are you a
fanatic or  just  a casual fan? Would others
be able to easily f igure out who you cheer
for? What appeals to you most about your
team?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is  at  a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that affected you more than others?



Read John 14:15-21

When Jesus says,  “If  you love me,” what
kind of love is  He talking about? Is  it  based
solely on emotion (how I  feel) or is  it
something different?

(Jesus is  not talking about love as a
“feeling” or  a romantic love.  He is  referr ing
to the “agape” love that is  sacrif icial.  Agape
love costs you something,  just as he gave His
l ife for  our salvation.  It  also considers others
above ourselves.  Agape love is  what drives
us to share the Gospel message with others.)



What other commands did Joshua give the
people of Israel?

(We are to be faithful  (loyal) to Him, walk in
His ways,  and serve Him with all  of  our heart
and soul.)

(Our obedience to God should be based on
our love for  Him.) 

Read Joshua 22:5.

Just as we saw in John, we see a similar
message in the Old Testament that is
reminding us about agape love. What does
Joshua remind the people about obedience
to God?



This leads us to an important responsibil ity
that we have as a part  of  the body of  Christ !
Serving Him includes sharing Him with
others.  When we make the decision to follow
Christ,  we become Ambassadors for  Him! 

When you think about being an Ambassador
for Christ,  how does it  affect your choices
and outlook?

(Being an Ambassador should affect how we
live and act.  We can l ive in this  world and
understand the ways of  this  world,  but we
should not conform to it .  (See Romans 12:2!)
We are to spread the Gospel message and
make sure that our actions reflect our home
with Christ !)



In  ancient t imes,  ambassadors were sent out
to occupied areas in order to prevent the
populace from rebell ing.  Since we are in a
“foreign” land,  there will  be t imes when we
will  face challenges and possibly even
persecution as we reach out to those who
are in rebell ion against Christ.  

What challenges have you faced as an
ambassador for Jesus Christ? (Answers will
vary)

Jesus promised His disciples that He would
not leave them alone but that He would
provide them with His Spir it .  Thankfully,  we
can rely on that same promise!



Read John 14:26.

Once again,  we are reminded of our
Counselor,  the Holy Spirit.  According to this
verse,  how will  the Holy Spirit  help us as we
seek to share the Gospel message with
others?

(The Holy Spir it  will  teach us and guide us as
we share with others.)

Each of us has a responsibil ity to be a
spokesperson for  Him as we share the
Gospel message.  Our actions reflect our
home with Christ.  



Read Isaiah 6:1-8.

In  this  passage, we see Isaiah’s encounter
with God.  As he gazed upon holy God, he
was reminded of two things:  the greatness
and majesty of  God and the sinfulness of  his
own l ife.  Much l ike Isaiah’s t ime, we l ive in a
time where moral  and spir itual  decay are
widespread.  

Why are these two things so important for
us today?

(We need to remember God’s holiness,
purity,  and perfection.  When we remember
how holy and exalted God is,  we are able to
understand our need for  Him in relation to
our own sinfulness and weakness.  It  is  only
by His cleansing power that we can be made
holy!)



We must remember that we cannot do this
alone!  God calls  us.  God equips us.  God
empowers us!  He will  always call  us to
things that are beyond our own abil ity so
that we will  rely on His power.  We must
always remember that ordinary people can
do extraordinary things when they rely on
God’s power!

Once Isaiah was cleansed of his  s infulness,
he understood that on his  own, he couldn’t
do the task set before him. He understood
that it  was only through God’s power that he
could do anything.  

How should we respond to Isaiah’s response
to God’s question in verse 6?

(Isaiah was will ing to be God’s spokesman.
He made himself  available to be used by
God. We need to respond with the same
will ingness that Isaiah did.)



I f  someone were to look at your l i fe,
would they conclude that you love Jesus
by the way you keep His commandments?
Are you a witness for  Jesus in all  you do,
or  are you a witness for  your own
reputation? Do you try to do God’s work
for  Him or do you trust His t iming and
power?
Just as Jesus called His disciples to be
witnesses in Acts 1:8 (our Jerusalem,
Judea, and Samaria),  we are called to
this as well .  How are you doing in
fulf i l l ing this  command?
What is  holding you back from sharing
your faith with others? How can you step
out in faith this  week to share the Gospel
message?

Consider the following as you pray together:

We need His Spir it  in order to l ive the l ife
God has called us to l ive.  Thank God for  this
and remember to trust and depend on Him
daily!



Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at  a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result  of
amazing discussion.



Society often seeks out easy solutions and
quick f ixes but in our spir itual  l ives,  the only
way we can grow spir itually is  through
discipl ine.  Our process for  training
spir itually is  very similar  to the process for
physical  training.  In both situations,  we
need coaching to help us through the
challenges we face.

Tom Landry,  former coach of the Dallas
Cowboys,  explained coaching this way:  “The
job of  a football  coach is  to make men do
what they don’t  want to do in order to
achieve what they’ve always wanted to be.”
Just as athletes need a trainer to help them
reach their  full  potential,  Christ ians also
need training!  In our study today,  we will
look at the importance of  discipleship in the
church.

Passages we'll  review:
Matthew 28:19-20; 1  Timothy 4:7-8;
Deuteronomy 6:4-9



Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is  at  a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that impacted you more than others?
 

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did
anything challenge you?

Think back to your childhood. Who is
someone who influenced you the most and
why?



Read Matthew 28:19-20.

This is  where we find Jesus’  command to
make disciples.  Cambridge Dictionary
defines a disciple as a person who believes
in the ideas and principles of  someone
famous and tries to l ive the way that person
does or did.  Is  there a difference between
just being a Christian and being a disciple
of Christ?

(In today’s worldview, a Christ ian is  seen as
one who believes that Jesus Christ  is  the Son
of God who was crucif ied on the cross and
rose again to be our Savior.  A disciple is
often seen as one who is  more committed,
perhaps even “overly committed.” However,
in the early  church there was no distinction
between the two.) 



Once we follow Christ,  we have a choice to
make. We can either continue on this
journey through life as a “fan” of Christ  or
we can become active players on His team!
What is  the difference between being a fan
and choosing to be an active participant on
Christ’s  team?

(As with sports,  fans sit  on the sidelines
cheering on the team, simply watching as
others actively participate in the game. As a
team player,  it ’s  more than just an event -
it ’s  their  l i fe.  Athletes on the team put in
time and energy to condit ion their  body and
study the playbook in order to be ready for
the game. We can watch others do the work
God has called us to do or  we can choose to
be active participants in His work to raise up
disciples!)



Read 1 Timothy 4:7-8.

Paul often compares the Christian l ife to
that of  an athlete.  Just as physical training
can be difficult  at the start,  so it  is  with
spiritual discipline.  We live in a world that
is full  of  distractions.  We have more at our
fingertips than any other generation before
us and oftentimes, our flesh is  weak! How
does this affect our responsibility of
discipleship as believers? 

(Discipleship provides accountabil ity for  the
choices we make.  Through discipleship,  we
can be constantly nourished with sound,
doctrinal  truth that will  build us up to be
strong in Christ.)



Through physical training, there are two
beneficial  outcomes: our muscles become
stronger and we develop muscle memory
through accuracy and repetitiveness of
specific actions.  Take a moment to think
about that in the spiritual realm. How much
more value does this hold spiritually?

(Physical  health comes from persistence and
consistency.  In the same way,  our spir itual
health comes from building our foundation
on the truth of  God’s word and continually
using the strengths and abil it ies He has
given us to serve others (His Church!) and to
develop our spir itual  muscles.)



Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

According to this passage, what is  the most
important role of  Christian parenting?

(Teaching the word of  God to our children.)

Discipleship doesn’t  just  involve our own
walk with Christ !  We must make sure that we
are pouring into others as we l ive out the
call ing God has placed on our l ives.  Many
times,  what may come across as an
“interruption” is  indeed an invitation!  God
invites us to be a part  of  His  work and to be
involved in the l ives of  those around us for
whom we can model Christ !  



There is  no better place to begin discipling
others than in our homes!  While this
passage talks about parents teaching their
children, this can also include children,
grandchildren, siblings,  and other family
members!  What are some of the ways in
which you can disciple those in your family?

(Bible study,  devotions,  and conversations
about l ife experiences are a few examples.
As you face adversity,  you can model
spir itual  discipl ines and show how our
dependence on God is  essential !  You have
the opportunity to build them up on the f irm
foundation of  God’s word.  As you disciple
those in your care,  you have the opportunity
to point them to Him!)



What are some practical  barr iers you
face when it  comes to making disciples?
In what ways can your l i fe be an example
for others to follow today?
Do you have someone in your l i fe that you
talk with regularly about how they are
doing following Christ  and where they are
struggling? If  not,  f ind someone with
whom you can have those conversations!

Phill ips Brooks wrote:  “The great purpose of
l ife - the shaping of  character by the truth -
is  to be sought in all  the l ife.  There are no
wasted hours.” As we disciple other
believers,  we have a great responsibil ity!  We
ought to be as devoted to godliness as an
athlete is  to his  sport.  

Consider the following as you pray together:

As you go through l ife,  pray for  opportunit ies
to disciple others through spir itual
conversations and godly encouragement!



Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at  a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result  of
amazing discussion.



We l ive in a world today that is  very
connected.  Between messaging apps,  social
media sites,  smart watches,  video
messaging,  and cell  phones,  people can be
in constant contact with others at all  t imes.
However,  many people feel  more lonely,
secluded, and depressed than ever before.
We need personal human interaction and
relationships in order to thrive!  

This is  even more important in the l ife of  the
Church!  As followers of  Christ,  we need one
another in order to do the work God has
given us to do.  As we have seen in the early
Christ ian church,  they weren’t  satisf ied with
church being an activity to check off  after
attending once a week.  Christ  was a reality
to them and they were committed daily to
the call  placed on their  l ives as followers of
Christ.  They were will ing to be used by God
for whatever He wanted them to do.  As we
continue in our study today,  we will  look
more at the importance of  partnership in the
local church.



What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did
anything challenge you?

Think about the most signif icant
“community” experience you have had in
your l i fe.  I t  could be with family,  fr iends,  a
team while growing up,  neighbors,  or  a
group of people from church.  How did it  help
shape you as a person? What made it  so
memorable?

Passages we'll  review:
Acts 2:42-47;  Romans 12:10-16,  
1  Corinthians 12:4-12;  Romans 12:4-8,  
1  Corinthians 12:17-20



Read Acts 2:42-47.

What stands out to you the most when
looking at the early church? How does it
compare to what we see in the church
today? (Answers will  vary)

Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is  at  a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? What are some of the key
points that impacted you more than others?



What obstacles can get in the way of a
thriving church community? How can we
confront the push towards individualism of
our culture?

(Technology,  over-commitment,  self-
gratif ication,  and everyone looking out for
their  own interests are some of the many 
 obstacles.  We must make the effort  to build
genuine relationships with other believers.
By being involved in a local church,  we are
able to establish a sense of  community with
others who are l ike-minded.)

In  this  passage, we see the effects of  the
early Christ ian church.  Their  devotion was
evidenced by their  steadfast,  s ingle-minded
faithfulness to the Lord and to one another.
In contrast,  many people today experience a
false sense of  community that is  often found
in technology.  They often feel  disconnected
from others,  or  even unloved or  ignored.
Many see church as a once-a-week
obligation or  just  another item on a l ist  of
many things to do.  



Read Romans 12:10-16.

We see several elements of  community in
this passage. Which ones are most
important to you? Which attributes do you
currently model? Which ones do you need to
work on? (Answers will  vary)

How can we continue to grow in relation to
Christ and to one another? 

(We must love God and love people.  When
we have our hearts r ight with Christ  and with
one another,  we can experience true unity in
Christ !  This unity allows us to be one in spir it
and in purpose!)



Let’s  pause for  a moment and look at unity.
Unity means being one in spir it ,  sentiment,
or  purpose;  harmony.  Harmony can be
defined in two different ways.  The f irst  is
l iving peacefully together,  rather than
fighting or  arguing.  The second is  the
pleasant combination of  different notes
played together at the same time. This is  a
perfect example of  how believers serve one
another as partners in the body of  Christ !
When we work and l ive at peace with other
believers,  the result  will  have a pleasing
aroma to all  involved!

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-12 and 
Romans 12:4-8



In both of these passages,  we read about
the body of Christ.  How is  the body of Christ
similar to the physical human body?

(The body is  made up of  many different
parts.  Each part  functions uniquely under
the control  of  the brain.  In the same way,  the
church is  comprised of  many different parts,
each with its  own gift ing and skil l  set.  With
Christ  as the head of  the church,  we are able
to work together and use our God-given
talents to minister  to one another and to
build up the church.  In order to function
properly,  we must all  work together.)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:17-20.

Some parts of  the body have bigger roles
than others,  but just  as we need every part
of our human body,  we also need each other
in the l ife of  the church,  no matter  how
small  or  insignif icant our contribution
seems! Any missing piece creates a void in
the work we do for  Christ !  



How does this affect your outlook on each
person’s gifts,  seemingly important or
insignificant?

God has uniquely gifted each of us for the
task of serving Him and building up the
church!  Do you know your spiritual gift(s)?
If  not,  consider taking the Spiritual Gifts
Inventory.  Your Lifegroup leader has a l ink
they can share with you. This is  not a formal
assessment,  but simply a tool we can use to
help you connect in a deeper,  more intimate
way with our body of believers!  This is  the
next step in growing in your faith and
expanding your opportunities to partner
with fellow believers.  



While the church is  made up of  many
parts,  each member is  joined together by
Christ,  being perfectly and carefully
f itted together.  We need one another!
Don’t  miss the opportunity to develop
authentic relationships with those around
you in order to point others toward the
love of  Christ.

The special  fellowship that is  built  within
the community of  a healthy church is  not
just s imple fellowship.  It  comes from the
Greek word koinonia.  Koinonia can be
defined as Christ ian fellowship or
communion with God or  with fellow
Christ ians;  said in particular of  the early
Christ ian community.* While we each have
our own strengths and gift ings,  when we
come together as the body of  Christ,  we can
accomplish so much more as a collective
than we could ever imagine on our own!

Consider the following as you pray together:



Unity does not mean that we have to be
carbon copies of  each other.  As you grow
in your walk with Christ  and in this
fellowship of  believers,  embrace the
unique way in which God has gifted each
member!  F ind opportunit ies to encourage
others as they use their  gift ing for  His
glory.
If  you don’t  know what your Spir itual  Gift
is,  remember to take the Spir itual  Gifts
Inventory.  Then you can start  serving
somewhere to see where you can f it  to
best use your gifts to serve God and build
up the local church!

As you commit to partnership in ministry,
remember Paul’s  encouragement in 1
Corinthians 15:58: Therefore my dear
brothers and sisters,  stand firm. Let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord,  because you know that
your labor in the Lord is  not in vain.”

*(from WordNet 3.0 Copyright 2006 by Princeton University.
All  r ights reserved).  



Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at  a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result  of
amazing discussion.



Generosity has not long been viewed as a
normal trait  of  ordinary,  or  of  all  people,
but rather one expected to be practiced
by those of  higher quality or  greater
goodness.
Generosity is  more an ideal toward which
the best may aspire and achieve than a
“democratic” obligation that is  the duty
of all  to practice.
Generosity may thus,  on the posit ive side,
properly call  any given person to a higher
standard.

Generosity.  I t ’s  a big word,  with an even
bigger context.  I t  produces a number of
mixed emotions.  It  is  a touchy subject for
many people,  especially when discussed in
connection with the church!  For  others,
generosity flows freely,  almost l ike a second
nature.  The University of  Notre Dame has
created an init iative called The Science of
Generosity.  In their  study,  they have
determined the following:

As we dive into today’s study,  we can see
that generosity is  an essential  part  of  what
makes the church the church.  



Make sure everyone can see the screen and
the audio is  at  a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in
this session? 

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did
anything challenge you?

Have you ever had to share something that
you really loved,  something that had
immense value to you? How did you feel
when you had to give it  up,  even if  only for  a
short  t ime? Did you do it  cheerfully,  or  did
you do so grudgingly,  perhaps even whining
or complaining?

Passages we'll  review:
2 Corinthians 8:8-10; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7;
Malachi  3:8-12



Read 2 Corinthians 8:8-10.

In  this  passage, Paul doesn’t  command the
believers in Corinth to give.  Rather,  he
reminds them of the cross and the ult imate
sacrif ice that Christ  made for  us.  When we
see things in this  perspective,  our earthly
possessions tend to fade in comparison.  

Why do you think it  is  so easy to lose sight
of this?

(We often set our focus inward,  on ourselves
and our circumstances.  In today’s world,  we
tend to focus on the immediate,  visible
issues (the squeaky wheel gets the grease),
often losing sight of  the eternal things.)



Why is  it  so important that Paul gave them
a choice?

(Giving ought to be a natural  response of  our
love for  God and an outflow of the grace of
God in our l ives,  not a forced action.)

Our attitude towards giving is  much more
important than the amount we actually give.
It  isn’t  as much a question of  the amount we
give,  but the heart  behind it .  Giving is  an act
or worship!

Let’s review 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 from
Sunday.

We are reminded here that our sincerity is
evidenced in our giving. Who in your l ife
would you consider to be a generous giver?
What important traits or  values do you see
in his or  her l ife? 



Generosity is  more than just a learned skill
or occasional act.  Generosity is  a l ifestyle.
It  develops in us as we become more l ike
Christ.  Generosity intends to enhance the
well-being of those to whom it  gives.  This
extends well  beyond simply giving money.
In what ways can we express generosity to
those around us?

(Money,  possessions,  t ime, attention,
assistance,  encouragement,  and more!)

Often, as we hear stories of  how generosity
has had an impact in the l ives of  others,  we
are challenged and encouraged to give more
as well.  What stories have you heard from
others that have led you to give or perhaps
challenge you to give sacrificially?
(Answers will  vary)



Read Malachi 3:8-10.

What do we learn in this passage in regard
to giving? 

(When we choose not to give,  we are robbing
God.) 

What impact does this have on us?

(When we rob God, we are really  robbing
ourselves of  the spir itual  blessing that
comes from having a heart  that is  faithful
and obedient to Him.)

We must remember,  however,  that we are
not to give out of  obligation or  in
expectation of  something in return.  When
we give simply because of  our love for  Him,
we will  f ind it  always seems to overflow into
our l i fe experiences as well .  When we are
generous to others,  God’  generosity is
reciprocated to us in all  aspects of  l i fe!



Is  your giving a true reflection of  your
gratitude to the Lord? How would you l ike
to grow in being generous to others?
In what areas do you need to ask God to
give you a more will ing heart  to give?
Consider someone in your l i fe today who
would benefit  from your generosity.  How
can you demonstrate generosity to that
person this week?

“The diff iculty with generosity is  not that
you can’t  do it ,  but that you can’t  do what
God says while keeping what you want.”
(Jonathan Edwards) Giving is  not forced.
God desires that we give simply as a
response to His love for  us.

Consider the following as you pray together:

When you begin to feel  st ingy,  remember to
look to the cross.  Jesus sacrif iced everything
in order that we might have a relationship
with Him and an eternity in His Presence!  






