
SESSION 1 





Take some time in advance to 
read and consider the Bible 
study questions and come up 
with personal examples to 
encourage discussion.  

Make sure everyone can see 
the screen and the audio is at 
a comfortable level.  

W e h o p e t h o s e w h o 
participate in the study walk 
away knowing, feeling, and 
doing differently as a result 
of amazing discussion. 
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Have you ever been out in an electrical 
storm when the lightning was just 
overhead, every flash illuminating the 
whole sky?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Here Jesus is making various claims about 
himself, and each is one lightning flash 
after another, increasing in intensity. 

What are some key points that stuck out 
to you in the video? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Read John 8:53-59 

What is the first question that is asked 
of Jesus in this passage? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Jesus starts by answering a question from 
the Jews; do you think you’re greater than 
Abraham and the prophets? Who do you 
think you are??  

How does Jesus answer this question? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Jesus answered that he was not out to 
glorify Himself; his father in heaven 
would do that. Jesus made the point again 
that He does not glorify Himself, for if He 
did, it would be worthless. It is His Father 
that glorifies Him.  

What are some ways that the Son is 
glorified by the Father? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

He enables the Son to perform miracles. 
He causes the Son’s virtues to stand out in 
connection with His suffering and 
rewards Him for it. He spoke to the Son 
and publically affirmed Him. 

OPEN
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What is Jesus’ accusation against the 
jews in v. 55? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Jesus is clear that His Father is the one 
they call “their God,” but their claim to 
have Him as their father is false, for they 
do not even know Him. They should have 
known, but they did not. 

Read Hebrews 1:1-3 

What does this passage tell us about 
Jesus’ connection with the Father? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Jesus, by contrast, Did know God. Not just 
through the Law and Prophets and 
personal experience of life, but through 
His intimate relationship with the Father 
and Son from eternity past. He saw and 
heard the Father directly. It was that 
knowledge that He was seeking to reveal 
to them. 

How can knowing this truth push us to 
know God in a personal way? 

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Why is it so significant that Jesus claims 
His divinity here? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

When Jesus said that he existed before 
Abraham was born, he undeniably 
proclaimed his divinity. Not only did Jesus 
say that he existed before Abraham, but 
he also applied God’s holy name to 
himself. No other religious figure in all of 
history has made such claims. Either Jesus 
was God, or he was a madman. His claim 
to deity demands a response it cannot be 
ignored.  

DIVE DEEPER
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There are two types of responses one 
may have to this claim from Jesus: we 
can pick up stones to throw at him. Or, 
We can bow down to him in reverence, 
awe, and submission. There’s no middle 
ground. He’s either a blaspheming fool 
or he’s the great I AM. If he’s the great I 
AM, then we can trust him. 

BIBLE STUDY NOTES 
Read John 8:53-59 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Who is Jesus according to you? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

How does the answer to this question 
fundamentally challenge the way we 
live? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

BIG IDEA

BIG IDEA PERSONAL 
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