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1Chn

READ
Take some time in advance
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Bible study questions and

come up with personal
examples to encourage
discussion.
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and doing differently as a

result of amazing
discussion.
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Corrosion is the natural process in which material
deteriorates due to reactions with its
surroundings. It occurs on exposed surfaces when
combined with substances like air or water.
Metals corrode because they are chemically
unstable in their environment, causing them to
lose tiny electron particles. The chemical
reaction, or oxidation, that takes place
transforms the strong metal back into its natural,
more stable state, often as a soft powder or
mineral rock. This process can take many forms,
including rust, pitting, erosion, stress-cracking,
and galvanic erosion. Corroded metal loses its
strength and shape, causing fires, pollution,
poisoning, or severe damage to structures, and
results in serious failures that can be very costly
and disastrous. This can lead to structural failure
of bridges or buildings, safety hazards,
environmental damage from chemical spills,
surface damage on bridges or roads, and huge
monetary expense due to the cost of repairs and
maintenance. Corrosion degrades the usefulness
of materials and structures, often going
unnoticed until it is too late, leading to the
depreciation of things we value.

THE DANGER OF
ISPLACED TREASURE
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Gold, one of the precious metals, is the most NOTES

chemically stable metal on earth. With low
chemical reactivity and electron stability, it is
oxidation resistant and doesn’t experience
corrosion. It remains a pure metal when
decomposing. While very stable, gold is also very
soft. When used in jewelry, pure gold can easily
lose its form. To create stronger alloys, gold is
often mixed with other metals to form gold oxide,
which is unstable. This is why gold can sometimes
oxidize or change color. Gold and other precious
metals are often considered to be great earthly
treasures. But when mixed with alloys like iron or
bronze, they are not pure metals and will corrode.
In this week’s study, we are reminded that earthly
riches are a poor substitute for the eternal riches
we gain in Christ. The same is true for those who
value them above all else. James warns us that
our earthly wealth can deceive us and will not
withstand the pressures of this world. It is only
when we use what we have to serve Him and
invest in eternity that we can experience true
eternal riches that will stand the test of time and
have eternal value.

Passages we'll review:
James b:1-6; Ecclesiastes 2:4-11




(Choose 1 or 2)

Would you consider it a blessing to be rich?
Why or why not?

If money were no object, what lifestyle or
comfort would you be tempted to chase after?

What is your favorite movie in which the bad
guy(s) get justice in the end? How does it feel
when justice finally comes?

THE DANGER OF
ISPLACED TREASURE
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Read James 5:1-6

f

By the world’s standards, most people in
Western cultures are considered rich. Do you
see yourself as rich when compared to the rest
of the world? Why or why not?

(Open for discussion)

Why was James so passionate about what the
wealthy were doing? What warnings did he
give regarding the misuse of wealth?

(Open for discussion. James warned about the
numbing effect that wealth can have. He
condemned those who claimed to worship God,
but really worshiped money. There is no real
security found in wealth - it is uncertain. The
wealthy were greedy, exploiting the poor and
abusing the power of their wealth. As a result
they would face the consequences of misusing
it. He called on people to examine the heart. They
were using money as a weapon of war rather than
a tool for building others up. When misused,
wealth is like a poison - it infects and destroys
everything in its wake.)
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How can wealth be misused today? What are
the spiritual dangers that arise when we live
life focused on luxury and self-indulgence?

(Open for discussion. Wealth in itself isn’t evil,
but the misuse of it to benefit self and hurt
others is. When we are focused on our own self-
indulgences, we make wealth our chief goal in
life, allowing it to consume us like a fire. Luxury
can ruin our character when used as a form of
self-indulgence.)

“If you match character with wealth, you can
produce much good, but if you match self-
indulgence with wealth, the result is sin.”
[Warren Wiershe]




How can we tell if our possessions, money, or
luxuries are starting to own or control us?
What are the signs of a self-indulgent life?

(Open for discussion. In Matthew 6:21, Jesus
said, “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” When we use wealth for evil
things, hoarding at the expense of others, or for
our own personal gain, we are allowing sin to
control us. Self-indulgence is evidenced by a life
that is pleasure-loving and pleasure-seeking, out
to satisfy insatiable desires, without any self-
denial. Today it is often seen in a life lived for
leisure - investing to obtain worldly possessions
primarily for pleasure.)

THE DANGER OF
ISPLACED TREASURE




% %
E - L g :
- 7 r
! ey
f N
2
,

TIVING AdLIFE OFP.

" AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANIT

Is it wrong for Christians to own nice things or
live in comfort? How is saving money for the
future different from hoarding wealth? How
can we avoid worldliness and self-indulgences
in a time where it is so prevalent?

(Open for discussion. It is not wrong for us to
own nice things or live comfortably, but we must
be good stewards of what we have been given.
We must remember that we possess many
things, but we don’t own them - God does. We
should not waste what God has given us on
selfish living. We are to be good stewards of
God’s wealth, using all that we have for His glory,
to do His work, as we invest in eternity!)

In what ways are we tempted to use others for
our own personal gain or to obtain higher
status?

(Open for discussion)
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What does investing in heavenly treasures
look like practically? What are some ways that
we can use what we have (money, possessions,
etc) to help others rather than just spending it
all on ourselves?

(Open for discussion)

Read Ecclesiastes 2:4-11

The book of Ecclesiastes was written by
Solomon, who was considered one of the wisest,
wealthiest, and greatest men of all time. He had
everything he could ever want and more. He
stored up treasures of gold, silver, and other
riches. He had achieved many great works, yet he
was still unhappy. He sought something that
would make life truly worth living.

THE DANGER OF
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Why is “for myself” repeated so often in
Solomon’s description of his great works? How
does self-centered ambition change the value
of hard work? Why does achieving everything
you want often still lead to the feeling that
nothing was gained?

(Open for discussion. Everything Solomon did
was for his own glory and good. All of the
completed work did not satisfy Solomon’s heart,
even when he was successful, because it was all
about selfishness. Activity alone does not bring
lasting pleasures. Wealth can bring temporary
happiness while it lasts, but it is false happiness
and peace. Eventually it will lead to despair.)

In what ways does our culture encourage the
same “deny myself nothing” mindset that
Solomon tested in verse 10?

(Open for discussion)
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How does realizing that all Solomon had NOTES

attained was “meaningless” change the
pressure you put on your career or status?
What would it look like for you to enjoy your
daily work and God’s physical blessings
without making them your source of meaning
and value?

(Open for discussion. Life on its own, apart from
God, is full of chaos and meaninglessness. It is
why many today don’t think about reality. We are
encouraged NOT to think deeply - to keep things
superficial. When we look at the big picture, we
see that a meaningful life is not attainable by our
will alone, but God’s! Our greatest joy comes
from knowing God and living a life that brings
glory to Him.)

What is the most important thing you have
undertaken in the last year? How do you
measure your success in it? What are some
major projects or goals that you are currently
building your identity or self-worth around?

(Open for discussion)
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Consider the following as you pray together:

« On a scale of 1 to 10, how much do you love
How does the future that God promises
change the way you view your bank account?
Are you investing in heavenly treasures?
What expense or habit can you change in
order to be more generous with the resources
God has given you?

« Have you ever been tempted to use others for
your own personal or financial gain? In what
ways are you tempted to use your finances
primarily for your own self-indulgence rather
than for kingdom-minded generosity or to
care for those in need?




« How does the future that God promises
change the way you view your bank account?
Are you investing in heavenly treasures?
What expense or habit can you change in
order to be more generous with the resources
God has given you?

What do you consider worthwhile in your life?
Where do you put your time, energy, and
money? Without God as your foundation, all
you are living for is meaningless. As you
examine your projects and goals, what is your
starting point, your motivation? Will you one
day look back and see these things as
meaningless?

What are you doing every day with eternity in
mind? Where are you looking for ultimate
satisfaction - in the things you can build and
keep or in a relationship with the Creator of
all things?

THE DANGER OF
ISPLACED TREASURE
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The Tour-de-France is one of the most prestigious
and difficult bicycle races in the world. It takes
place every July with 21 stages over 23 days,
covering approximately 2,200 miles - the
equivalent of traveling from London to Rome with
a side trip over the Alps - through all types of
weather. With time-trials, flat sprint races, and
mountainous incline races, it is one of the most
challenging courses in the sport. Very few riders
are able to excel at both climbing and pacing, and
of those who can, the one with the day’s lowest
overall time is awarded the prized yellow jersey
for the day. While the race route changes each
year, it always finishes at the illustrious Champe-
Elysees, considered the most beautiful avenue in
the world. Prize money and trophies are awarded
to the winners based on specific classifications.
The key to winning general classification as the
overall race time leader is not necessarily winning
every day, but being consistently fast, sustaining
pace through the mountains, and consistency
during timed trials. In order to compete in this
race, cyclists must have stamina, endurance, and
perseverance.
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The same is true in the “race” of our spiritual lives. NOTES
Stamina helps us push through the hard times,
building resistance and reducing stress when
tempted to quit. As it increases, complex tasks
become easier and productivity increases.
Endurance helps us maintain focus over time,
helping us to recover from and even resist fatigue.
Perseverance is the mental “grit” that helps us
overcome obstacles and reach goals, refusing to
quit when things get tough. It redirects our focus
from temporary hardships to eternal spiritual
rewards. But we can’t obtain this on our own! When
we encounter setbacks, we can be easily
distracted and defeated. Only through the grace
and power of our Lord Jesus can we complete the
race of this earthly life. When we choose to live for
something larger than ourselves and our
circumstances, we develop resiliency. Resiliency
helps us bounce back from significant setbacks,
re-engage, and grow stronger and wiser as a result
of our struggles, transforming our adversity into
forward momentum! In this week’s study, we are
reminded that in this life, we will encounter
difficult times. When we find ourselves with a
seemingly impossible mountain to overcome, we
must remember to keep trusting God, obeying His
Word, and following Jesus through every trial as we
live our lives in Him with resilience!
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Passages we'll review:
ames b5:7-12; Isaiah 41:8-16

(Choose 1 or 2)

What kind of garden or crop have you planted?
How long did it take for the flowers or food
crop to appear?

What is one thing that always tests your
patience, and why? (Think: how do you pass
the time when you are stuck in traffic?)

Think of a time when you waited for something
important. Was it worth the wait?
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Read James 5:7-9

What situations or circumstances in your life
test your patience? How do you feel when you
cannot control a timeline or process of
events? Why do you think this is?

(Open for discussion. The things of this world
seek to steal our hope in God. Difficult times
often tempt us to focus on ourselves and our

current circumstances, taking our eyes off of
Him.)

How can we improve our level of patience, and
what changes would come about in your own

life as a result of exercising patience more
often?

(Open for discussion. Patience implies staying
put and standing firm when you’d prefer to run
away. It represents endurance under great
stress. We must remember that the secret to
patience is relying on God to provide what we
need to endure! We must stand firm and remain
committed to Him. When we do so, we allow Him
to produce a spiritual harvest in our lives that
glorifies Him and helps us to mature in our faith.
Our life can be a testimony to others as well.)




James encourages us to establish or
strengthen our hearts, because the Lord’s
coming is near. What is the hardest part for
you when it comes to waiting on God’s timing
versus pursuing things on your own? What is
the difference between passive waiting and
waiting expectantly in our faith?

Open for discussion. Passive waiting causes us
to be stagnant in our growth and leads to the
grumbling and complaining that James warns us
about. Waiting expectantly means that, as we
wait for the harvest, we are still doing the work
to grow His kingdom. We cannot waste the time!
Perseverance can only be cultivated through our
trials and struggles. There are no victories
without battles and no peaks without valleys!)

What daily practices or spiritual disciplines
help you remain steadfast and focused on Him
when life feels unstable?

(Open for discussion)
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James warns us not to grumble against one
another. Why do we tend to take out our
stress and frustration on those closest to us
as we go through hard times? How does our
venting or grumbling damage our relationship
with other believers?

(Open for discussion. Grumbling contradicts the
true spirit of Christianity. When we do so, we are
being critical of others, finding fault with them,
and blaming our problems on other people. It
keeps us from developing the patience God
desires.)

Read James 5:10-12

When we face difficult times, it can be easy to
blame others, but we must take responsibility for
our part and choose to grow through it! James
reminds us of prophets in the Old Testament who
suffered despite being in God’s Will. Those who
endured difficult times and remained steadfast
in the Lord were considered blessed.
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How does the bhiblical definition of “blessed”
differ from the world’s definition? Why do you
think patience is so difficult when we are
hurting?

(Open for discussion. The world’s definition of
blessed often signifies prosperity, happiness,
material possessions, fame, etc. James reminds
us that the prophets fulfilled God’s will, and yet
they suffered anyway because of their
faithfulness. Obedience to God does not
guarantee ease or pleasure. Rather, a faithful,
godly life is empowered by God, who will take
care of our needs and give us victory. He uses
our suffering to build our character and reveal
Himself to us.)
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compassion. How can this truth help sustain
you when your current circumstances feel
completely unfair or overwhelming?

(Open for discussion. Satan uses our difficulties
to try and pull us away from God. He wants to
cause us to be impatient and go our own way
rather than wait on God’s timing and plans. But
we must turn that weapon into a tool God can
use to show us His love and mercy. Through our
trials, God gives us insight and understanding
into His divine purpose as He purifies us and
brings glory to Himself.)

How does suffering tempt us to exaggerate,
make desperate promises, or compromise our
honesty? How does our speech during hard
times reflect our trust in God?

(Open for discussion. When we encounter hard
times, we must be consistent in our obedience to
Him. We cannot tarnish His message by hasty,
flippant comments or hurtful words. Our speech
should be completely trustworthy - no half-
truths, exaggerations, or lies.)
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Read Isaiah 41:8-16

Isaiah encouraged the people to remember all
that God had done for them, despite all that they
were facing.

How does God describe His relationship with
His people in verses 8-9? What does it mean to
be chosen and not rejected, especially when
we find ourselves in difficult times?

(Open for discussion. God described His people
as His servant whom He had chosen, meaning
that they were dependent on Him for all things
and chosen by Him. They were loved and set
apart by God in order to worship Him alone. When
we are chosen by God, we can rest in knowing
that, no matter what we may encounter, He is
always with us.)
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Why do you think “fear not, for | am with you”
is repeated so often throughout scripture?
When have you experienced God upholding you
or holding on when your own strength gave
out?

(Open for discussion. God wants us to trust Him
with our lives and our future. He will always guide
us, comfort us, and strengthen us. He will help us
to overcome the obstacles we face and give us
reason to rejoice in Him. As followers of Christ,
we can rest in knowing that He has defeated sin
and death, and no matter what we may face here
on Earth, we can look forward to spending
eternity with Him!)
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What mountain - obstacle, trial, habit - in your NOTES
life right now feels too big to move? How does
seeing God as your Redeemer change your
perspective on the obstacles you face?

(Open for discussion. God will always be with us
and will help us to overcome the difficulties and
trials that we face. Each situation we encounter
with Him helps us to grow in our relationship with
Him and trust Him more. But we must trust His
process and His timing! He will work in and
through us in order that we may fulfill His
purpose and proclaim His praisel)

PRAY

Consider the following as you pray together:
« Hard times often make us irritable. In what
area of your life do you need God’s help in
order to patiently persevere? Who in your life
needs you to model patience for them right
now?
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« Have you been grumbling about or blaming NOTES
those closest to you for your current stress?
Knowing that God hears all of our private
complaints, how can you guard against
speaking critical or judgemental words about
others this week?

« Think about your speech this past week: has
it leaned more toward grumbling (verse 9) or
steady truthfulness (verse 12)? What is one
specific complaint you can replace with words
of gratitude today?

« Do you ever exaggerate or overpromise to
make yourself look better? How can you build
a reputation for absolute honesty in a culture
full of exaggerations and fine print?

« If you had to choose one area from this
passage - patience, kindness, endurance, or
honesty - which one is the Holy Spirit
convicting you to work on this week?
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In 1942, during World War Il, Vesta Stoudt, an
ordinance worker, packed and inspected boxes of
ammunition to be sent to the troops. They were
originally sealed with paper tape and dipped in wax
in order to make them watertight during transport.
However, the tape was thin and often tore, making
it difficult to open, especially when under fire on
the battlefield. Concerned about the seals not
working properly and costing soldiers valuable
time in battle, Stoudt came up with the idea to
create a waterproof fabric tape. The plant
supervisors weren’'t impressed, so she proceeded
to write a letter to President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, in which she outlined the problem and
her solution, including diagrams. He was so
impressed that he forwarded it on to the War
Production Board, who then gave the job to
Johnson & Johnson. They adapted their surgical
tape to fit her recommendation. Originally in olive
drab, it was a strong fabric-reinforced utility tape
with a thick rubber adhesive that would stick to
almost any surface. It was known as either 100
mph tape or duck tape to soldiers, since it repelled
water like “water off a duck’s back”! After the war,
it was sold in hardware stores for household

THE PRAYER
OF FAILHW"
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repairs. Because of its versatility, it has become NOTES
known as “the universal fixer”, as it holds things
together under extreme conditions. It is on board
every NASA flight and was used to help save the
lives of the Apollo 13 astronauts when their CO2
filters failed. During the Vietnam War, it was used
to repair and balance helicopter rotor blades.
Originally a battlefield repair tool, today duck tape
has many more uses - from shoe repair, patching
plane fuselages, removing splinters, to even being
part of the disaster supply list from the
Department of Homeland Security. It can be used
to catch flies, lift a 5000-pound car, or even
create wallets, sculptures, and prom attire. The
possibilities are endless, leading to it being “the
handyman’s secret weapon”.

We also have a spiritual “secret weapon” that is
extremely versatile and works in every situation!
Our most powerful resource is our communion with
God through prayer. The results can be far greater
than we could ever imagine, be it during good
times, bad times, or uncertain times. This week,
we are challenged to pray continually with a heart
that desires to see God’'s Will worked out. In all
situations, we are reminded to patiently look
forward to what He will do as we stay focused on
Him and what He has done!




Passages we'll review:
James 5:13-18; Psalm 1456:17-21

(Choose 1 or 2)

What is your gut reaction when something
goes completely wrong in your day?

Who is the first person you call when you get
bad news, and why?

What is the sickest you have ever been?
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Read James 5:13-16

What did prayer look like in your home growing
up? How do you typically react during hard
times - do you pray first or do you try to fix it
yourself? What keeps you from turning to God

immediately in both good times and bad
times?

(Open for discussion)

Are you more likely to pray when you are happy
or suffering? Why do we often forget to praise
God during good times?

(Open for discussion. It is often easier to pray
when we are suffering because we find ourselves
in situations where we are not able to fix
everything. When life is going well, it is often
easy to take credit for our blessings, success,
and well-being, rather than praising God.)
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What is the difference between praying
quietly by yourself and having church leaders
or friends pray over you? What prevents you
from asking others to pray for you?

(Open for discussion. Weak prayers come from
weak people; strong prayers come from strong
people. Those who are spiritually weak and
suffering need the support of those who are
spiritually strong. Often, we don’t ask for prayer
for our own struggles because of fear of
judgement, independence, lack of trust, or pride.)

Do you find it harder to confess sins to God or
to another person? Why is confessing sins to
each other so scary or difficult?

(Open for discussion. Often, we don’t ask for
prayer for our own struggles because of fear of
judgement, independence, lack of trust, or pride.
It can be hard to be vulnerable and confess our
sins to another person because it reveals our
weaknesses and struggles.)
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What is the connection between the physical
and spiritual areas of our lives? How do you
balance trusting God for physical healing with
accepting His ultimate will?

(Open for discussion. James refers to both the
physical and spiritual parts of our lives. Christ is
Lord over body and spirit! Prayer can remove
affliction or sickness when it is God’s Will. When
it isn’t, prayer gives us the grace and strength
we need to endure the hard times and seek to do
His Will. In all situations, we must be careful not
to lose sight of God and what He has done.)

In all things, we are instructed to pray in faith!
But we must also remember that God will answer
our prayers according to His Will; He will act in
His timing and in the ways that He considers are
best! (See Isaiah 55:8-9)
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What stops you from praying when life gets
difficult? How should a follower of Christ
respond to suffering according to this
passage?

(Open for discussion. When life gets difficult, it
can be easy to turn away from praying - succumb
to anger, self-pity, whining, criticizing, or even
morbid thoughts. This can be for physical or
emotional troubles. Instead, we are reminded
that when we face hard times, our first response
should be to pray!)

Read James 5:17-18

THE PRAYER

OF FAI'LH?




7 AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANIT

Elijah was described as a man with a nature
like us. Do you usually view biblical figures as
ordinary people, or do you put them on a
spiritual pedestal? How does Elijah’s story
challenge your doubts about prayer?

(Open for discussion. Prayer must come from
righteous people with living faith displayed
through a life of obedience. It must have the
energy and persistence that comes from a heart
that desires to see God’s Will worked out. As a
result, when we are in line with the will of God,
we will love what He loves and reject what He
rejects, and we can pray in faith just like Elijah

did!)

When you think of a “prayer warrior”, who
comes to mind, and what makes their prayers
seem so effective?

(Open for discussion)

f
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Psalm 145 is the last psalm of David. It is the
only psalm given the title “A Psalm of Praise”.
James Montgomery Boice said of it: “Psalm 145
is indeed a monumental praise psalm, a fit
summary of all David had learned about God
during a long lifetime of following hard after the
Almighty.”

Read Psalm 145:17-21

When do you feel closest to God? Does feeling
distant from God mean He has actually moved?

(Open for discussion)
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https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-145/

How does knowing God’s character change the
way we ask for things? How does having a
healthy, holy respect for God change your
daily desires?

(Open for discussion. Psalm 111:10 reminds us:
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all  those who practice it have a good
understanding. His praise endures forever!” This
isn’t referring to being afraid, but rather
profound respect, awe, and honor for God. When
we truly know and understand God’s character, it
helps us to understand how to live a godly life. It
also changes how we pray and what we pray for
as we seek the things that honor Him and are in
His Will. When we have a holy respect for God, it
is the beginning of everything good in our lives.
He has our best interest at heart, even when we
don’t see it. He can satisfy our desires in a way
nothing else can.)
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“Prayer is not getting man’s will done in
heaven. It’s getting God’s Will done on earth.”
[Robert Law]

This psalm ends with “my mouth will speak the
praise of the Lord”. How does a regular habit
of prayer lead into a life of praise and
worship?

(Open for discussion. When we make prayer a
regular habit in our lives, we will begin to see God
act and answer prayers in many different ways.
He meets our deepest needs, even in the midst
of our pain, trials, and suffering. When God
answers our prayers, we MUST praise Him! The
more we make prayer a habit, including our
praises to Him for who He is and what He does,
the more we will be driven to worship Him in our
everyday lives. As we do, we can live a life of
perpetual praise to Him, even in our difficult
times!)
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What are the biggest distractions or barriers
that keep you from making praise a part of
your daily routine? Why is it often difficult to
speak about God’s goodness outside of church
circles?

(Open for discussion)

PRAY

Consider the following as you pray together:

« How can you make prayer your first response
rather than your last resort? What can you do
to build a habit of immediately connecting
your current emotional state to a
conversation with God?

« Do you believe your prayers can change
circumstances? When vyou pray, do you
actually expect God to act, or are you just
going through the motions?
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« Is there a recurring sin in your life that you NOTES
keep secret instead of confessing to a
trusted brother or sister in Christ? What
specific fears or pride prevent you from
admitting you need spiritual restoration.
Surrender them to God today and allow others
to pray with you.

« Are your prayers specific enough that you
would notice when God answers them? Do you
struggle to believe that your own prayers
carry the same kind of weight as Elijah’s?

« How seriously do you take the responsibility
to pray over people who are hurting in your
circles of influence? Are you the kind of
person others can safely confess their sins
to without factoring gossip or immediate
condemnation?
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Search and Rescue, or SAR, is the organized
process of finding, helping, and removing people
who are lost, injured, or trapped in dangerous
situations. The operation requires vigorous
training and is carried out by emergency services
and highly-trained volunteers. SAR workers are
dedicated public servants who have the passion
and drive to help others in their community during
difficult times. They are willing to put themselves
in adverse situations in order to save lives,
whether it be challenging terrain or difficult
weather, during any time of the year, day or night.
Their mission is real and urgent; they respond
quickly because lives are at stake. Many respond
to natural disasters, such as hurricanes, floods,
earthquakes, tornadoes, or forest fires. Others
help to rescue people from collapsed buildings,
lost hikers in remote areas, skiers trapped in an
avalanche, or those lost at sea. They are also
called to seek out missing children or locate
individuals who have wandered off. It is a
resource-heavy discipline that costs the
volunteers much time and money and requires
specialized training and personal gear or
equipment that is usually their responsibility.
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They often take time away from family and work NOTES
to respond when needed. The Code of the Air
Rescueman, or Rescueman’s Creed, states: “It is
my duty as a Rescueman to save life and to aid
the injured. | will be prepared at all times to
perform my assigned duties quickly and
efficiently, placing these duties before personal
desire and comforts. These things we (I) do, that
others may live.” This motto, that others may
live, is used by many Search and Rescue agencies
today, as their main objective is to preserve life!

As followers of Christ, we are also called to be a
part of Search and Rescue. Sin is destructive,
and we must seek to turn away from it. When a
fellow believer wanders away from the truth of
God’s Word due to sin, the result can be
disastrous as they are led astray. It can even
have a negative influence on those around them.
In this week’s study, we are reminded of one of
the important missions we have been given.
When a brother or sister in Christ drifts from the
truth of God, we have a responsibility to seek
them out in love and help them return to Him. The
timing is critical and the consequences can be
costly, but we are called to respond, that others
may [truly] live!




Passages we'll review:
James 5:19-20; Psalm 85

(Choose 1 or 2)

Think of a movie, book, or real-life event
where someone was dramatically rescued from
danger. What made that rescue so compelling
or memorable?

What comes to mind when you hear the words
“wanderer” or “straying”?

When you think of the word “accountability”,
does it bring up positive feelings of support or
negative feelings of judgement? Why?

RESTORING THE
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Read James 5:19-20

The book of James is a letter filled with tough-
love commands for followers of Christ to live
by. Why do you think he chose to end it on the
topic of restoring someone who wanders
away?

(Open for discussion. The book of James teaches
us how to put our faith in action. We are to be an
example of Heaven on Earth, drawing people to
Christ through our love for God and each other.
That includes ministering to other believers who
have wandered away from Christ!)

What is the difference between someone who
willfully rebels against what they believe
versus someone who gradually drifts away?
What are some of the early, subtle signs that
someone may be wandering away from their
faith or Christian community?

X
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(Open for discussion. When someone willfully
rebels against God and what He commands, they
are actively and intentionally making the
decision to turn away from Him. Often, when we
drift away from Him, it starts small. We don’t
necessarily intend to turn away from Him, but we
are distracted by the things of this world. They
take our focus off of Him and take us slightly off
course, but lead us far from Him as we begin to
think the way the world thinks.)

Do you know people who have professed their
faith in Christ but are not living the way Christ
expects His followers to live? When you notice
someone you care about making choices that
might hurt them, what is your immediate,
internal reaction? Is it easier for you to speak
up or to stay silent and mind your own
business?

(Open for discussion)
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Why do you think it is easier to notice when NOTES
someone else is drifting away than to notice
when we ourselves are drifting?

(Open for discussion. Satan is the Deceiver, and
he seeks to lead us astray from what God
commands. When we are deceived, we often do
not notice our own sin, because it separates us
from God. When we take our focus off of Him, He
is no longer guiding us, because we have turned
away from Him. It is easier to see it in others
because we are on the outside looking in, not
surrounded by the deception.)

Why is it often difficult or uncomfortable to
approach someone who is drifting in their
faith? What fears can hold us back from
intervening?

(Open for discussion. It can be difficult to
approach someone because we are concerned
about what they will think or if they will be
offended. We worry more about what it will say
about us rather than be obedient to what God
has commanded us to do.)
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How do we balance speaking the “truth” with “o

the grace required to actually “bring someone
back” rather than drive them further away?
How can we ensure that our approach toward a
wandering brother or sister is motivated by
love and humility rather than judgement or
self-righteousness?

(Open for discussion. When other believers turn
away from God, we must take the initiative and
pray for them, meet them where they are, and
seek to bring them back to God. It isn’t our place
to judge them. We are to seek to help them in
love.)

James refers to saving a soul from death and
covering a multitude of sins. How does
keeping this eternal perspective change the
way we view tough conversations with
friends?

(Open for discussion. If we truly believe God’s
Word, we will live it out day by day; His Word is
something we must do! It isn’t just to check off a
list or benefit ourselves; it is for the benefit of
others as they are drawn back to Him.)

TES
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“Ministry takes place when divine resources
meet human needs through loving channels to
the glory of God.” [Warren Wiershe]

Read Psalm 85

The Psalmist begins by listing the ways that
God has been faithful and shown favor and
forgiveness in the past. Why is it important to
remember God’s past faithfulness when we are
in a difficult season?

(Open for discussion. We can easily be distracted
by things around us and lose sight of what God is
doing and where He is leading us. When we
remember what He has done in the past, it can
help us to stay focused on Him in the present and
wait for what He will do in the future.)

RESTORING THE
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We are warned after we experience His
salvation and blessings not to turn back in
folly. Why is it so easy to slide back into our
old habits, distancing ourselves from God?
What does this tell us about human nature?
What can we do to avoid backsliding and
returning to our old habits or way of life?

(Open for discussion. We often take our eyes off
of God once things have gotten better, and we try
to do things on our own. When we do, we lose
sight of God and our dependence on Him. This will
lead us away from Him and back to a life of sin. In
order to avoid this, we must keep our focus on
Him, seeking His Will in all things, and remember
that it is only His faithful love and grace that can
give us hope.)

This psalm reminds us that 1) steadfast love
meets faithfulness and 2) righteousness
embraces (“kisses”) peace for those who live
in awe and reverence of Him. How can we live
this out in our relationships with others?

f
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(Open for discussion. When we follow Him, we
experience His life-changing salvation. We are
expected to live up to the standards of
righteousness that He has established. We can’t
do it on our own, but He will forgive us when we
return to Him and He will strengthen us to live for
Him when we put our trust in Him.)

What is the ultimate goal of spiritual renewal
or revival?

(Open for discussion. God desires that everyone
would choose to follow Him and worship Him
alone. In our sinfulness, we are not able to
accomplish it. When we find ourselves in spiritual
apathy, we cannot live the life He has planned for
us, but because of God’s mercy and grace, we
have hope. Spiritual renewal restores our hearts
and renews our devotion to Him. It restores the
fullness of life that comes from knowing Christ.
It helps us to rely on Him alone and live a life
that is pleasing to Him. It enables us to fix our
eyes on Him and rejoice again. Then His
righteousness can be seen through the lives we
livel)

RESTORING THE
WANDERER
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Consider the following as you pray together:

« Is there any area in your life right now where
you are secretly, quietly drifting away from
God’s truth? What steps can you take to turn
back?

« When you see a fellow believer struggling
with sin, is your first instinct to gossip,
judge, criticize, or seek to restore them in
love?

« Who in your immediate circle (family, friends,
church community) has grown distant or
seems to be drifting from their faith? What is
one practical step you can take this week to
reconnect with them?

« Is there a relationship or situation where you
need to balance standing up for truth while
still showing God’s grace and mercy?
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