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W E E K  9W E E K  9

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.

W A T C HW A T C H R E A DR E A D D I S C U S SD I S C U S S
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Four
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Four

Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE NOTESNOTESNOTES

Corrosion is  the natural  process in  which mater ia l

deter iorates due to  react ions with  its

surroundings.  I t  occurs on exposed surfaces when

combined with  substances l ike  a i r  or  water .

Metals  corrode because they are  chemical ly

unstable  in  their  environment,  causing them to

lose t iny  e lectron part ic les.  The chemical

reaction,  or  oxidat ion,  that  takes p lace

transforms the strong metal  back into its  natural ,

more stable  state,  often as a  soft  powder  or

mineral  rock.  This  process can take many forms,

including rust ,  p itt ing,  erosion,  stress-cracking,

and galvanic  erosion.  Corroded metal  loses its

strength and shape,  causing f i res,  pol lut ion,

poisoning,  or  severe damage to structures,  and

results  in  ser ious fa i lures that  can be very  costly

and disastrous.  This  can lead to  structural  fa i lure

of  br idges or  bui ld ings,  safety  hazards,

environmental  damage from chemical  spi l ls ,

surface damage on br idges or  roads,  and huge

monetary  expense due to  the cost  of  repairs  and

maintenance.  Corrosion degrades the usefulness

of  mater ia ls  and structures,  often going

unnoticed unt i l  i t  is  too late,  leading to  the

depreciat ion of  th ings we value.



NOTESNOTESNOTESGold,  one of  the precious metals ,  is  the most

chemical ly  stable  metal  on earth.  With  low

chemical  react iv ity  and e lectron stabi l i ty ,  i t  is

oxidat ion resistant  and doesn’t  exper ience

corrosion.  I t  remains a  pure metal  when

decomposing.  Whi le  very  stable,  gold  is  a lso very

soft .  When used in  jewelry ,  pure gold  can easi ly

lose its  form.  To create stronger  a l loys,  gold  is

often mixed with  other  metals  to  form gold  oxide,

which is  unstable.  This  is  why gold  can sometimes

oxidize or  change color .  Gold  and other  precious

metals  are  often considered to  be great  earthly

treasures.  But  when mixed with  a l loys l ike  i ron or

bronze,  they are  not  pure metals  and wi l l  corrode.

In  th is  week’s  study,  we are  reminded that  earthly

r iches are  a  poor  substitute for  the eternal  r iches

we gain  in  Chr ist .  The same is  true for  those who

value them above a l l  e lse.  James warns us that

our  earthly  wealth  can deceive us and wi l l  not

withstand the pressures of  th is  wor ld .  I t  is  only

when we use what  we have to  serve Him and

invest  in  eternity  that  we can exper ience true

eternal  r iches that  wi l l  stand the test  of  t ime and

have eternal  value.

WEEK
NINE
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NINE

THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

Passages we'l l  review:

James 5:1-6;  Ecclesiastes 2:4-11



If  money were no object,  what l ifestyle or

comfort  would you be tempted to chase after?

Would you consider  it  a  blessing to be r ich?

Why or  why not?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

What is  your  favorite movie in  which the bad

guy(s)  get  justice in  the end? How does it  feel

when justice f inal ly  comes?
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Read James 5:1-6

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

By the world’s  standards,  most people in

Western cultures are considered r ich.  Do you

see yourself  as r ich when compared to the rest

of  the world? Why or  why not?

(Open for  d iscussion)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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NINE
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THE DANGER OF
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

Why was James so passionate about what the

wealthy were doing? What warnings did he

give regarding the misuse of  wealth?

(Open for  d iscussion.  James warned about  the

numbing effect  that  wealth  can have.  He

condemned those who c la imed to  worship  God,

but  real ly  worshiped money.  There is  no real

secur ity  found in  wealth  -  i t  is  uncertain .  The

wealthy were greedy,  explo it ing the poor  and

abusing the power  of  their  wealth.  As a  result

they would  face the consequences of  misusing

it .  He cal led on people  to  examine the heart .  They

were using money as a  weapon of  war  rather  than

a tool  for  bui ld ing others up.  When misused,

wealth  is  l ike  a  poison -  i t  infects and destroys

everything in  i ts  wake.)



How can wealth be misused today? What are

the spir itual  dangers that arise when we l ive

l ife  focused on luxury and self- indulgence?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Wealth  in  i tself  isn’t  evi l ,

but  the misuse of  i t  to  benefit  self  and hurt

others is .  When we are  focused on our  own self-

indulgences,  we make wealth  our  chief  goal  in

l i fe ,  a l lowing it  to  consume us l ike  a  f i re .  Luxury

can ru in  our  character  when used as a  form of

self- indulgence.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

“If  you match character  with wealth,  you can

produce much good,  but if  you match self-

indulgence with wealth,  the result  is  sin.”

[Warren Wiersbe]



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  In  Matthew 6:21,  Jesus

said,  “For  where your  treasure is ,  there your

heart  wi l l  be  a lso.”  When we use wealth  for  evi l

th ings,  hoarding at  the expense of  others,  or  for

our  own personal  gain ,  we are  a l lowing s in  to

control  us.  Self- indulgence is  evidenced by a  l i fe

that  is  p leasure- loving and p leasure-seeking,  out

to sat isfy  insat iable  desires,  without  any self-

denia l .  Today it  is  often seen in  a  l i fe  l ived for

le isure -  investing to  obtain  wor ld ly  possessions

pr imar i ly  for  p leasure.)
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

How can we tel l  if  our  possessions,  money,  or

luxuries are starting to own or  control  us?

What are the signs of  a  self- indulgent l ife?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Is  it  wrong for  Christians to own nice things or

l ive in  comfort? How is  saving money for  the

future different from hoarding wealth? How

can we avoid worldl iness and self- indulgences

in a  t ime where it  is  so prevalent?

(Open for  d iscussion.  I t  is  not  wrong for  us to

own nice th ings or  l ive  comfortably ,  but  we must

be good stewards of  what  we have been g iven.

We must remember  that  we possess many

things,  but  we don’t  own them -  God does.  We

should  not  waste what  God has g iven us on

self ish l iv ing.  We are to  be good stewards of

God’s  wealth,  using a l l  that  we have for  His  g lory ,

to  do His  work,  as  we invest  in  eternity ! )

In  what ways are we tempted to use others for

our  own personal  gain or  to  obtain higher

status?  

(Open for  d iscussion)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
What does investing in  heavenly treasures

look l ike practical ly? What are some ways that

we can use what we have (money,  possessions,

etc)  to  help others rather  than just  spending it

al l  on ourselves?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

The book of  Ecclesiastes was wr itten by

Solomon,  who was considered one of  the wisest,

wealthiest ,  and greatest  men of  a l l  t ime.  He had

everything he could  ever  want  and more.  He

stored up treasures of  gold ,  s i lver ,  and other

r iches.  He had achieved many great  works,  yet  he

was st i l l  unhappy.  He sought  something that

would  make l i fe  tru ly  worth l iv ing.

Read Ecclesiastes 2:4-11



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Why is  “for  myself”  repeated so often in

Solomon’s description of  his  great works? How

does self-centered ambition change the value

of hard work? Why does achieving everything

you want often sti l l  lead to the feel ing that

nothing was gained?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Everything Solomon did

was for  h is  own glory  and good.  A l l  of  the

completed work d id  not  sat isfy  Solomon’s  heart ,

even when he was successful ,  because it  was a l l

about  self ishness.  Act iv ity  a lone does not  br ing

last ing p leasures.  Wealth  can br ing temporary

happiness whi le  i t  lasts,  but  i t  is  fa lse happiness

and peace.  Eventual ly  i t  wi l l  lead to  despair . )
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

In  what ways does our  culture encourage the

same “deny myself  nothing” mindset that

Solomon tested in  verse 10?

(Open for  d iscussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  L ife  on its  own,  apart  from

God,  is  fu l l  of  chaos and meaninglessness.  I t  is

why many today don’t  th ink  about  real ity .  We are

encouraged NOT to  th ink  deeply  -  to  keep things

superf ic ia l .  When we look at  the b ig  p icture,  we

see that  a  meaningful  l i fe  is  not  attainable  by  our

wi l l  a lone,  but  God’s !  Our  greatest  joy  comes

from knowing God and l iv ing a  l i fe  that  br ings

glory  to  Him.)

How does real izing that al l  Solomon had

attained was “meaningless” change the

pressure you put on your  career  or  status?

What would it  look l ike for  you to enjoy your

daily  work and God’s physical  blessings

without making them your source of  meaning

and value?
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THE DANGER OF
MISPLACED TREASURE

What is  the most important thing you have

undertaken in  the last  year? How do you

measure your  success in  it?   What are some

major  projects or  goals  that you are currently

building your  identity or  self-worth around?

(Open for  d iscussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:

On a  sc ale  of  1  to  10,  how much do you love

How does the future that  God promises

change the way you v iew your  bank account?

Are you investing in  heavenly  treasures?

What expense or  habit  can you change in

order  to  be more generous with  the resources

God has g iven you?

Have you ever  been tempted to  use others for

your  own personal  or  f inancia l  gain?  In  what

ways are  you tempted to  use your  f inances

pr imar i ly  for  your  own self- indulgence rather

than for  k ingdom-minded generosity  or  to

care for  those in  need?
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NOTESNOTESNOTESHow does the future that  God promises

change the way you v iew your  bank account?

Are you investing in  heavenly  treasures?

What expense or  habit  can you change in

order  to  be more generous with  the resources

God has g iven you?

What do you consider  worthwhi le  in  your  l i fe?

Where do you put  your  t ime,  energy,  and

money? Without  God as your  foundation,  a l l

you are  l iv ing for  is  meaningless.  As you

examine your  projects and goals ,  what  is  your

start ing point ,  your  motivat ion? Wi l l  you one

day look back and see these things as

meaningless?

W hat are  you doing every  day with  eternity  in

mind? Where are  you looking for  u lt imate

satisfact ion -  in  the things you can bui ld  and

keep or  in  a  re lat ionship  with  the Creator  of

al l  th ings?
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W E E K  1 0W E E K  1 0

T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE NOTESNOTESNOTES

The Tour-de-France is  one of  the most prest ig ious

and diff icult  b icycle  races in  the wor ld .  I t  takes

place every  July  with  21 stages over  23 days,

cover ing approximately  2,200 mi les -  the

equivalent  of  travel ing from London to  Rome with

a s ide tr ip  over  the Alps -  through a l l  types of

weather .  With  t ime-tr ia ls ,  f lat  spr int  races,  and

mountainous incl ine races,  i t  is  one of  the most

chal lenging courses in  the sport .  Very  few r iders

are able  to  excel  at  both c l imbing and pacing,  and

of  those who can,  the one with  the day’s  lowest

overal l  t ime is  awarded the pr ized yel low jersey

for  the day.  Whi le  the race route changes each

year ,  i t  a lways f in ishes at  the i l lustr ious Champe-

Elysees,  considered the most beautifu l  avenue in

the wor ld .  Pr ize  money and trophies are  awarded

to the winners based on specif ic  c lassif icat ions.

The key to  winning general  c lassif icat ion as the

overal l  race t ime leader  is  not  necessar i ly  winning

every  day,  but  being consistently  fast ,  sustain ing

pace through the mountains,  and consistency

dur ing t imed tr ia ls .  In  order  to  compete in  th is

race,  cycl ists  must have stamina,  endurance,  and

perseverance.



NOTESNOTESNOTEST h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  i n  t h e  “ r a c e ”  o f  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s .

S t a m i n a  h e l p s  u s  p u s h  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r d  t i m e s ,

b u i l d i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  r e d u c i n g  s t r e s s  w h e n

t e m p t e d  t o  q u i t .  A s  i t  i n c r e a s e s ,  c o m p l e x  t a s k s

b e c o m e  e a s i e r  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e s .

E n d u r a n c e  h e l p s  u s  m a i n t a i n  f o c u s  o v e r  t i m e ,

h e l p i n g  u s  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  a n d  e v e n  r e s i s t  f a t i g u e .

P e r s e v e r a n c e  i s  t h e  m e n t a l  “ g r i t ”  t h a t  h e l p s  u s

o v e r c o m e  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  r e a c h  g o a l s ,  r e f u s i n g  t o

q u i t  w h e n  t h i n g s  g e t  t o u g h .  I t  r e d i r e c t s  o u r  f o c u s

f r o m  t e m p o r a r y  h a r d s h i p s  t o  e t e r n a l  s p i r i t u a l

r e w a r d s .  B u t  w e  c a n ’ t  o b t a i n  t h i s  o n  o u r  o w n !  W h e n

w e  e n c o u n t e r  s e t b a c k s ,  w e  c a n  b e  e a s i l y

d i s t r a c t e d  a n d  d e f e a t e d .  O n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a c e

a n d  p o w e r  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  c a n  w e  c o m p l e t e  t h e

r a c e  o f  t h i s  e a r t h l y  l i f e .  W h e n  w e  c h o o s e  t o  l i v e  f o r

s o m e t h i n g  l a r g e r  t h a n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  d e v e l o p  r e s i l i e n c y .  R e s i l i e n c y

h e l p s  u s  b o u n c e  b a c k  f r o m  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e t b a c k s ,

r e - e n g a g e ,  a n d  g r o w  s t r o n g e r  a n d  w i s e r  a s  a  r e s u l t

o f  o u r  s t r u g g l e s ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o u r  a d v e r s i t y  i n t o

f o r w a r d  m o m e n t u m !  I n  t h i s  w e e k ’ s  s t u d y ,  w e  a r e

r e m i n d e d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  w e  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .  W h e n  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  a

s e e m i n g l y  i m p o s s i b l e  m o u n t a i n  t o  o v e r c o m e ,  w e

m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t o  k e e p  t r u s t i n g  G o d ,  o b e y i n g  H i s

W o r d ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  t r i a l  a s  w e

l i v e  o u r  l i v e s  i n  H i m  w i t h  r e s i l i e n c e !
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PERSEVERING UNTIL
THE LORD COMES



What is  one thing that always tests your

patience,  and why? (Think:  how do you pass

the time when you are stuck in  traffic?)

What kind of  garden or  crop have you planted?

How long did it  take for  the f lowers or  food

crop to appear?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTESPassages we'l l  review:

ames 5:7-12;  Isaiah 41:8-16

Think of  a  t ime when you waited for  something

important.  Was it  worth the wait?
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PERSEVERING UNTIL
THE LORD COMES



Read James 5:7-9

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

What situations or  circumstances in  your  l ife

test your  patience? How do you feel  when you

cannot control  a  t imeline or  process of

events? Why do you think this  is?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The things of  th is  wor ld

seek to  steal  our  hope in  God.  Diff icult  t imes

often tempt us to  focus on ourselves and our

current  c i rcumstances,  taking our  eyes off  of

Him.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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PERSEVERING UNTIL
THE LORD COMES

How can we improve our  level  of  patience,  and

what changes would come about in  your  own

life as a  result  of  exercising patience more

often?  

(Open for  d iscussion.  Pat ience impl ies staying

put  and standing f i rm when you’d  prefer  to  run

away.  I t  represents endurance under  great

stress.  We must remember  that  the secret  to

patience is  re ly ing on God to  provide what  we

need to  endure!  We must stand f i rm and remain

committed to  Him.  When we do so,  we a l low Him

to produce a  spir itual  harvest  in  our  l ives that

glor if ies Him and helps us to  mature in  our  fa ith .

Our  l i fe  can be a  test imony to  others as wel l . )



NOTESNOTESNOTESJames encourages us to establish or

strengthen our  hearts,  because the Lord’s

coming is  near.  What is  the hardest part  for

you when it  comes to waiting on God’s t iming

versus pursuing things on your  own? What is

the difference between passive waiting and

waiting expectantly  in  our  faith?

Open for  d iscussion.  Passive wait ing causes us

to be stagnant  in  our  growth and leads to  the

grumbl ing and complain ing that  James warns us

about.  Wait ing expectantly  means that ,  as  we

wait  for  the harvest,  we are  st i l l  doing the work

to grow His  k ingdom.  We cannot  waste the t ime!

Perseverance can only  be cult ivated through our

tr ia ls  and struggles.  There are  no v ictor ies

without  batt les and no peaks without  val leys!)
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PERSEVERING UNTIL
THE LORD COMES

(Open for  d iscussion)

What dai ly  practices or  spir itual  discipl ines

help you remain steadfast and focused on Him

when l ife  feels  unstable?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
James warns us not to grumble against one

another.  Why do we tend to take out our

stress and frustration on those closest to us

as we go through hard t imes? How does our

venting or  grumbling damage our  relationship

with other  bel ievers?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Grumbl ing contradicts the

true spir it  of  Chr ist ianity .  When we do so,  we are

being cr it ical  of  others,  f inding fault  with  them,

and b laming our  problems on other  people.  I t

keeps us from developing the pat ience God

desires.)
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THE LORD COMES

Read James 5:10-12

When we face d iff icult  t imes,  i t  can be easy to

blame others,  but  we must take responsibi l i ty  for

our  part  and choose to  grow through it !  James

reminds us of  prophets in  the Old  Testament who

suffered despite  being in  God’s  Wi l l .  Those who

endured d iff icult  t imes and remained steadfast

in  the Lord were considered b lessed.



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  The wor ld ’s  def in it ion of

blessed often s ignif ies prosper ity ,  happiness,

mater ia l  possessions,  fame,  etc.  James reminds

us that  the prophets fu lf i l led  God’s  wi l l ,  and yet

they suffered anyway because of  their

fa ithfulness.  Obedience to  God does not

guarantee ease or  p leasure.  Rather ,  a  fa ithful ,

godly  l i fe  is  empowered by God,  who wi l l  take

care of  our  needs and g ive us v ictory .  He uses

our  suffer ing to  bui ld  our  character  and reveal

Himself  to  us. )

How does the bibl ical  definit ion of  “blessed”

differ  from the world’s  definit ion? Why do you

think patience is  so diff icult  when we are

hurting?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we encounter  hard

t imes,  we must be consistent  in  our  obedience to

Him.  We cannot  tarnish His  message by hasty,

f l ippant  comments or  hurtful  words.  Our  speech

should  be completely  trustworthy -  no half-

truths,  exaggerat ions,  or  l ies. )

How does suffering tempt us to exaggerate,

make desperate promises,  or  compromise our

honesty? How does our  speech during hard

times reflect  our  trust in  God?
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(Open for  d iscussion.  Satan uses our  d iff icult ies

to try  and pul l  us  away from God.  He wants to

cause us to  be impatient  and go our  own way

rather  than wait  on God’s  t iming and p lans.  But

we must turn  that  weapon into a  tool  God can

use to  show us His  love and mercy.  Through our

tr ia ls ,  God g ives us insight  and understanding

into His  d iv ine purpose as He pur if ies us and

br ings g lory  to  Himself . )

We are reminded of  the Lord’s  great mercy and

compassion.  How can this  truth help sustain

you when your  current circumstances feel

completely unfair  or  overwhelming?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

How does God describe His  relationship with

His people in  verses 8-9? What does it  mean to

be chosen and not rejected,  especial ly  when

we find ourselves in  diff icult  t imes?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God descr ibed His  people

as His  servant  whom He had chosen,  meaning

that  they were dependent on Him for  a l l  th ings

and chosen by Him.  They were loved and set

apart  by  God in  order  to  worship  Him a lone.  When

we are chosen by God,  we can rest  in  knowing

that,  no matter  what  we may encounter ,  He is

always with  us. )
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DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Read Isaiah 41:8-16

Isa iah encouraged the people  to  remember  a l l

that  God had done for  them,  despite  a l l  that  they

were facing.



Why do you think “fear  not,  for  I  am with you”

is  repeated so often throughout scripture?

When have you experienced God upholding you

or holding on when your  own strength gave

out?

(Open for  d iscussion.  God wants us to  trust  Him

with our  l ives and our  future.  He wi l l  a lways guide

us,  comfort  us,  and strengthen us.  He wi l l  help  us

to overcome the obstacles we face and g ive us

reason to  re jo ice in  Him.  As fol lowers of  Chr ist ,

we can rest  in  knowing that  He has defeated s in

and death,  and no matter  what  we may face here

on Earth,  we can look forward to  spending

eternity  with  Him!)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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NOTESNOTESNOTES
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(Open for  d iscussion.  God wi l l  a lways be with  us

and wi l l  help  us to  overcome the d iff icult ies and

tr ia ls  that  we face.  Each s ituat ion we encounter

with  Him helps us to  grow in  our  re lat ionship  with

Him and trust  Him more.  But  we must trust  His

process and His  t iming!  He wi l l  work  in  and

through us in  order  that  we may fu lf i l l  H is

purpose and procla im His  pra ise!)

PRAYPRAYPRAY
C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  y o u  p r a y  t o g e t h e r :

Hard  t imes oft en make us i r r itable .  In  what

area of  your  l i fe  do you need God’s  help  in

order  to  pat ient ly  persevere? Who in  your  l i fe

needs you to  model  pat ience for  them r ight

now?

What mountain -  obstacle,  tr ial ,  habit  -  in  your

l ife  r ight now feels  too big to move? How does

seeing God as your  Redeemer change your

perspective on the obstacles you face?



Hav e you been grumbl ing about  or  b laming

those c losest  to  you for  your  current  stress?

Knowing that  God hears a l l  of  our  pr ivate

complaints,  how can you guard against

speaking cr it ical  or  judgemental  words about

others th is  week?

Think about  your  speech this  past  week:  has

it  leaned more toward grumbl ing (verse 9)  or

steady truthfulness (verse 12)?  What is  one

specif ic  complaint  you can replace with  words

of  grat itude today?

Do you ever  exaggerate or  overpromise to

make yourself  look better?  How can you bui ld

a  reputat ion for  absolute honesty in  a  culture

ful l  of  exaggerat ions and f ine pr int?  

I f  you had to  choose one area from this

passage -  pat ience,  k indness,  endurance,  or

honesty -  which one is  the Holy  Spir it

convict ing you to  work on this  week?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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In  1942,  dur ing World  War  I I ,  Vesta Stoudt,  an

ordinance worker ,  packed and inspected boxes of

ammunit ion to  be sent  to  the troops.  They were

or ig inal ly  sealed with  paper  tape and d ipped in  wax

in  order  to  make them watert ight  dur ing transport .

However ,  the tape was thin  and often tore,  making

it  d iff icult  to  open,  especia l ly  when under  f i re  on

the batt lef ie ld .  Concerned about  the seals  not

working proper ly  and costing sold iers  valuable

t ime in  batt le ,  Stoudt  came up with  the idea to

create a  waterproof  fabr ic  tape.  The p lant

supervisors weren’t  impressed,  so she proceeded

to wr ite  a  letter  to  President  Frankl in  D.

Roosevelt ,  in  which she out l ined the problem and

her  solut ion,  including d iagrams.  He was so

impressed that  he forwarded it  on to  the War

Production Board,  who then gave the job to

Johnson & Johnson.  They adapted their  surgical

tape to  f it  her  recommendation.  Or ig inal ly  in  o l ive

drab,  i t  was a  strong fabr ic-re inforced ut i l i ty  tape

with a  th ick  rubber  adhesive that  would  st ick  to

almost any surface.  I t  was known as e ither  100

mph tape or  duck tape to  sold iers,  s ince it  repel led

water  l ike  “water  off  a  duck’s  back” !  After  the war ,

it  was sold  in  hardware stores for  household   
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repairs .  Because of  i ts  versat i l i ty ,  i t  has become

known as “the universal  f ixer” ,  as  it  holds things

together  under  extreme condit ions.  I t  is  on board

every  NASA f l ight  and was used to  help  save the

l ives of  the Apol lo  13 astronauts when their  CO2

fi lters  fa i led.  Dur ing the Vietnam War,  i t  was used

to repair  and balance hel icopter  rotor  b lades.

Or ig inal ly  a  batt lef ie ld  repair  tool ,  today duck tape

has many more uses -  f rom shoe repair ,  patching

plane fuselages,  removing spl inters,  to  even being

part  of  the d isaster  supply  l ist  from the

Department of  Homeland Secur ity .  I t  can be used

to catch f l ies,  l i ft  a  5000-pound car ,  or  even

create wal lets,  sculptures,  and prom att i re .  The

possibi l i t ies  are  endless,  leading to  it  being “the

handyman’s  secret  weapon” .

We also have a  spir itual  “secret  weapon”  that  is

extremely  versat i le  and works in  every  s ituat ion!

Our  most powerful  resource is  our  communion with

God through prayer .  The results  can be far  greater

than we could  ever  imagine,  be it  dur ing good

times,  bad t imes,  or  uncertain  t imes.  This  week,

we are chal lenged to  pray continual ly  with  a  heart

that  desires to  see God’s  Wi l l  worked out .  In  a l l

s ituat ions,  we are reminded to  pat ient ly  look

forward to  what  He wi l l  do  as we stay focused on

Him and what  He has done!
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What is  the sickest you have ever  been?

What is  your  gut reaction when something

goes completely wrong in  your  day?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

Who is  the f irst  person you cal l  when you get

bad news,  and why?

WEEK
ELEVEN
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OF FAITH

THE PRAYER
OF FAITH

Passages we'l l  review:

James 5:13-18;  Psalm 145:17-21



Read James 5:13-16

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

What did prayer  look l ike in  your  home growing

up? How do you typical ly  react during hard

times -  do you pray f irst  or  do you try to f ix  it

yourself?  What keeps you from turning to God

immediately in  both good times and bad

times?

(Open for  d iscussion)

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Are you more l ikely  to pray when you are happy

or suffering? Why do we often forget to praise

God during good times?

(Open for  d iscussion.  I t  is  often easier  to  pray

when we are  suffer ing because we f ind ourselves

in  s ituat ions where we are  not  able  to  f ix

everything.  When l i fe  is  going wel l ,  i t  is  often

easy to  take credit  for  our  b lessings,  success,

and wel l -being,  rather  than prais ing God.)



What is  the difference between praying

quietly  by yourself  and having church leaders

or  fr iends pray over  you? What prevents you

from asking others to pray for  you?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Weak prayers come from

weak people;  strong prayers come from strong

people.  Those who are  spir itual ly  weak and

suffer ing need the support  of  those who are

spir itual ly  strong.  Often,  we don’t  ask for  prayer

for  our  own struggles because of  fear  of

judgement,  independence,  lack of  trust ,  or  pr ide. )

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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Do you f ind it  harder  to confess sins to God or

to another  person? Why is  confessing sins to

each other  so scary or  diff icult?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Often,  we don’t  ask for

prayer  for  our  own struggles because of  fear  of

judgement,  independence,  lack of  trust ,  or  pr ide.

It  can be hard to  be vulnerable  and confess our

sins to  another  person because it  reveals  our

weaknesses and struggles.)



What is  the connection between the physical

and spir itual  areas of  our  l ives? How do you

balance trusting God for  physical  heal ing with

accepting His  ult imate wil l?

(Open for  d iscussion.  James refers  to  both the

physical  and spir itual  parts  of  our  l ives.  Chr ist  is

Lord over  body and spir it !  Prayer  can remove

aff l ict ion or  s ickness when it  is  God’s  Wi l l .  When

it  isn’t ,  prayer  g ives us the grace and strength

we need to  endure the hard t imes and seek to  do

His  Wi l l .  In  a l l  s ituat ions,  we must be careful  not

to lose s ight  of  God and what  He has done.)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

In  a l l  th ings,  we are  instructed to  pray  in  fa ith !

But  we must a lso remember  that  God wi l l  answer

our  prayers according to  His  Wi l l ;  He wi l l  act  in

His  t iming and in  the ways that  He considers are

best!  (See Isaiah 55:8-9)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

What stops you from praying when l ife  gets

difficult?  How should a  fol lower of  Christ

respond to suffering according to this

passage?

(Open for  d iscussion.  When l i fe  gets d iff icult ,  i t

can be easy to  turn  away from praying -  succumb

to anger ,  self-p ity ,  whin ing,  cr it ic iz ing,  or  even

morbid  thoughts.  This  can be for  physical  or

emotional  troubles.  Instead,  we are  reminded

that  when we face hard t imes,  our  f i rst  response

should  be to  pray! )

WEEK
ELEVEN
WEEK
ELEVEN

THE PRAYER
OF FAITH

THE PRAYER
OF FAITH

Read James 5:17-18



NOTESNOTESNOTES
Eli jah was described as a  man with a  nature

l ike us.  Do you usually  view bibl ical  f igures as

ordinary people,  or  do you put them on a

spir itual  pedestal?  How does El i jah’s  story

challenge your  doubts about prayer?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Prayer  must  come from

righteous people  with  l iv ing fa ith  d isplayed

through a  l i fe  of  obedience.  I t  must  have the

energy and persistence that  comes from a  heart

that  desires to  see God’s  Wi l l  worked out .  As a

result ,  when we are  in  l ine  with  the wi l l  of  God,

we wi l l  love what  He loves and re ject  what  He

rejects,  and we can pray in  fa ith  just  l ike  E l i jah

did ! )
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When you think of  a  “prayer  warrior”,  who

comes to mind,  and what makes their  prayers

seem so effective?

(Open for  d iscussion)



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

Read Psalm 145:17-21

Psalm 145 is  the last  psalm of  David .  I t  is  the

only  psalm given the t it le  “A Psalm of  Pra ise” .

James Montgomery Boice said  of  i t :  “ Psalm 145

is  indeed a  monumental  pra ise psalm,  a  f it

summary of  a l l  David  had learned about  God

dur ing a  long l i fet ime of  fo l lowing hard after  the

Almighty.”

When do you feel  closest to God? Does feel ing

distant from God mean He has actual ly  moved?

(Open for  d iscussion)  

https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-145/


NOTESNOTESNOTES

How does knowing God’s character  change the

way we ask for  things? How does having a

healthy,  holy respect for  God change your

daily  desires?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Psalm 111:10 reminds us:

“The fear  of  the Lord is  the beginning of  wisdom;

al l  those who pract ice it  have a  good

understanding.  His  pra ise endures forever !”  This

isn’t  referr ing to  being afra id ,  but  rather

profound respect,  awe,  and honor  for  God.  When

we tru ly  know and understand God’s  character ,  i t

helps us to  understand how to l ive  a  godly  l i fe .  I t

a lso changes how we pray and what  we pray for

as we seek the things that  honor  Him and are  in

His  Wi l l .  When we have a  holy  respect  for  God,  i t

is  the beginning of  everything good in  our  l ives.

He has our  best  interest  at  heart ,  even when we

don’t  see it .  He can sat isfy  our  desires in  a  way

nothing e lse can.)
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  When we make prayer  a

regular  habit  in  our  l ives,  we wi l l  begin  to  see God

act  and answer  prayers in  many d ifferent  ways.

He meets our  deepest  needs,  even in  the midst

of  our  pain ,  t r ia ls ,  and suffer ing.  When God

answers our  prayers,  we MUST praise Him!  The

more we make prayer  a  habit ,  including our

praises to  Him for  who He is  and what  He does,

the more we wi l l  be  dr iven to  worship  Him in  our

everyday l ives.  As we do,  we can l ive  a  l i fe  of

perpetual  pra ise to  Him,  even in  our  d iff icult

t imes!)

This psalm ends with “my mouth wil l  speak the

praise of  the Lord”.  How does a  regular  habit

of  prayer  lead into a  l ife  of  praise and

worship?
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“Prayer  is  not  getting man’s wil l  done in

heaven.  It ’s  getting God’s Wil l  done on earth.”

[Robert  Law]



NOTESNOTESNOTES
What are the biggest distractions or  barriers

that keep you from making praise a  part  of

your dai ly  routine? Why is  it  often difficult  to

speak about God’s goodness outside of  church

circles?

(Open for  d iscussion)
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PRAYPRAYPRAY
Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

How can you make prayer  your  f i rst  response

rather  than your  last  resort?  What  can you do

to bui ld  a  habit  of  immediately  connecting

your  current  emotional  state to  a

conversat ion with  God?

Do you bel ieve your  prayers can change

circumstances? When you pray,  do you

actual ly  expect  God to  act ,  or  are  you just

going through the motions?



Is  there a  recurr ing s in  in  your  l i fe  that  you

keep secret  instead of  confessing to  a

trusted brother  or  s ister  in  Chr ist?  What

specif ic  fears  or  pr ide prevent  you from

admitt ing you need spir itual  restorat ion.

Surrender  them to God today and a l low others

to pray with  you.

Are your  prayers specif ic  enough that  you

would  not ice when God answers them? Do you

struggle  to  bel ieve that  your  own prayers

carry  the same k ind of  weight  as E l i jah’s?

How ser iously  do you take the responsibi l i ty

to pray over  people  who are hurt ing in  your

circ les of  inf luence? Are you the k ind of

person others can safely  confess their  s ins

to without  factor ing gossip  or  immediate

condemnation?

NOTESNOTESNOTES
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T a k e  so me t ime  in  advan ce
t o  r e ad and co nsi de r  the
B i b l e  study questions an d
c o m e  up with  pe rso nal
e x a m ples to  en co urage
d i s c u ss ion.

Make sure everyone can see

the screen and the audio  is

at  a  comfortable  level .

W e  h ope  those who
part ic ipate in  the study
walk  away kn ow ing,  feel ing,
and  d oing d iff e rent ly  as  a
result  of  ama zing
discus sion.
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Search and Rescue,  or  SAR,  is  the organized

process of  f inding,  help ing,  and removing people

who are lost ,  in jured,  or  trapped in  dangerous

situat ions.  The operat ion requires v igorous

train ing and is  carr ied out  by  emergency services

and h ighly-tra ined volunteers.  SAR workers are

dedicated publ ic  servants who have the passion

and dr ive to  help  others in  their  community  dur ing

diff icult  t imes.  They are  wi l l ing  to  put  themselves

in  adverse s ituat ions in  order  to  save l ives,

whether  i t  be chal lenging terra in  or  d iff icult

weather ,  dur ing any t ime of  the year ,  day or  n ight .

Their  mission is  real  and urgent;  they respond

quickly  because l ives are  at  stake.  Many respond

to natural  d isasters,  such as hurr icanes,  f loods,

earthquakes,  tornadoes,  or  forest  f i res.  Others

help  to  rescue people  from col lapsed bui ld ings,

lost  h ikers  in  remote areas,  skiers  trapped in  an

avalanche,  or  those lost  at  sea.  They are  a lso

cal led to  seek out  missing chi ldren or  locate

indiv iduals  who have wandered off .  I t  is  a

resource-heavy d iscip l ine that  costs the

volunteers much t ime and money and requires

specia l ized tra in ing and personal  gear  or

equipment that  is  usual ly  their  responsibi l i ty .  
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They often take t ime away from fami ly  and work

to respond when needed.  The Code of  the Air

Rescueman,  or  Rescueman’s  Creed,  states:  “ It  is

my duty  as a  Rescueman to save l i fe  and to  a id

the in jured.  I  wi l l  be  prepared at  a l l  t imes to

perform my assigned dut ies quickly  and

eff ic ient ly ,  p lacing these dut ies before personal

desire  and comforts.  These things we ( I )  do,  that

others may l ive.”  This  motto,  that others may

live ,  is  used by many Search and Rescue agencies

today,  as  their  main  object ive is  to  preserve l i fe !

As fol lowers of  Chr ist ,  we are  a lso cal led to  be a

part  of  Search and Rescue.  S in  is  destruct ive,

and we must seek to  turn  away from it .  When a

fel low bel iever  wanders away from the truth of

God’s  Word due to  s in ,  the result  can be

disastrous as they are  led astray.  I t  can even

have a  negative inf luence on those around them.

In  th is  week’s  study,  we are  reminded of  one of

the important  missions we have been g iven.

When a  brother  or  s ister  in  Chr ist  dr ifts  from the

truth of  God,  we have a  responsibi l i ty  to  seek

them out  in  love and help  them return to  Him.  The

timing is  cr it ical  and the consequences can be

costly ,  but  we are  cal led to  respond,  that others

may [truly]  l ive !
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What comes to mind when you hear  the words

“wanderer” or  “straying”?

Think of  a  movie,  book,  or  real- l ife  event

where someone was dramatical ly  rescued from

danger.  What made that rescue so compell ing

or  memorable?

OPENINGOPENINGOPENING
(Choose 1 or  2)

NOTESNOTESNOTES

When you think of  the word “accountabil ity”,

does it  bring up positive feel ings of  support  or

negative feel ings of  judgement? Why?
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Passages we'l l  review:

James 5:19-20;  Psalm 85



Read James 5:19-20

DISCUSSDISCUSSDISCUSS

The book of  James is  a  letter  f i l led with tough-

love commands for  fol lowers of  Christ  to  l ive

by.  Why do you think he chose to end it  on the

topic of  restoring someone who wanders

away?

(Open for  d iscussion.  The book of  James teaches

us how to put  our  fa ith  in  act ion.  We are to  be an

example of  Heaven on Earth,  drawing people  to

Chr ist  through our  love for  God and each other .

That  includes minister ing to  other  bel ievers who

have wandered away from Chr ist ! )
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What is  the difference between someone who

wil lful ly  rebels  against what they bel ieve

versus someone who gradually  drifts  away?

What are some of  the early,  subtle  signs that

someone may be wandering away from their

faith or  Christian community?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  When someone wi l l fu l ly

rebels  against  God and what  He commands,  they

are act ively  and intentional ly  making the

decis ion to  turn  away from Him.  Often,  when we

dr ift  away from Him,  i t  starts  smal l .  We don’t

necessar i ly  intend to  turn  away from Him,  but  we

are d istracted by  the things of  th is  wor ld .  They

take our  focus off  of  Him and take us s l ight ly  off

course,  but  lead us far  from Him as we begin  to

think the way the wor ld  th inks.)
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(Open for  d iscussion)

Do you know people who have professed their

faith in  Christ  but are not l iving the way Christ

expects His  fol lowers to l ive? When you notice

someone you care about making choices that

might hurt  them, what is  your  immediate,

internal  reaction? Is  it  easier  for  you to speak

up or  to  stay si lent and mind your  own

business?



NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  I t  can be d iff icult  to

approach someone because we are  concerned

about  what  they wi l l  th ink  or  i f  they wi l l  be

offended.  We worry  more about  what  it  wi l l  say

about  us rather  than be obedient  to  what  God

has commanded us to  do.)

Why is  it  often difficult  or  uncomfortable to

approach someone who is  drifting in  their

faith? What fears can hold us back from

intervening?

(Open for  d iscussion.  Satan is  the Deceiver ,  and

he seeks to  lead us astray  from what  God

commands.  When we are  deceived,  we often do

not  not ice our  own s in ,  because it  separates us

from God.  When we take our  focus off  of  Him,  He

is  no longer  guid ing us,  because we have turned

away from Him.  I t  is  easier  to  see it  in  others

because we are  on the outside looking in ,  not

surrounded by the deception.)

Why do you think it  is  easier  to  notice when

someone else is  drifting away than to notice

when we ourselves are drifting?
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NOTESNOTESNOTES

(Open for  d iscussion.  When other  bel ievers turn

away from God,  we must take the in it iat ive and

pray for  them,  meet them where they are,  and

seek to  br ing them back to  God.  I t  isn’t  our  p lace

to judge them.  We are to  seek to  help  them in

love.)

How do we balance speaking the “truth” with

the grace required to actual ly  “bring someone

back” rather  than drive them further  away?

How can we ensure that our  approach toward a

wandering brother  or  sister  is  motivated by

love and humil ity  rather  than judgement or

self-r ighteousness?
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(Open for  d iscussion.  I f  we tru ly  bel ieve God’s

Word,  we wi l l  l ive  it  out  day by  day;  His  Word is

something we must do!  I t  isn’t  just  to  check off  a

l ist  or  benefit  ourselves;  i t  is  for  the benefit  of

others as they are  drawn back to  Him.)

James refers to saving a  soul  from death and

covering a  multitude of  sins.  How does

keeping this  eternal  perspective change the

way we view tough conversations with

friends?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
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“Ministry takes place when divine resources

meet human needs through loving channels to

the glory of  God.”  [Warren Wiersbe]

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
Read Psalm 85

The Psalmist  begins by l isting the ways that

God has been faithful  and shown favor  and

forgiveness in  the past.  Why is  it  important to

remember God’s past faithfulness when we are

in a  diff icult  season?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We can easi ly  be d istracted

by things around us and lose s ight  of  what  God is

doing and where He is  leading us.  When we

remember  what  He has done in  the past,  i t  can

help  us to  stay focused on Him in  the present  and

wait  for  what  He wi l l  do  in  the future. )



NOTESNOTESNOTESWe are warned after  we experience His

salvation and blessings not to turn back in

fol ly.  Why is  it  so easy to sl ide back into our

old habits,  distancing ourselves from God?

What does this  tel l  us about human nature?

What can we do to avoid backsl iding and

returning to our  old habits or  way of  l ife?

(Open for  d iscussion.  We often take our  eyes off

of  God once things have gotten better ,  and we try

to do things on our  own.  When we do,  we lose

sight  of  God and our  dependence on Him.  This  wi l l

lead us away from Him and back to  a  l i fe  of  s in .  In

order  to  avoid  th is ,  we must keep our  focus on

Him,  seeking His  Wi l l  in  a l l  th ings,  and remember

that  it  is  only  His  fa ithful  love and grace that  can

give us hope.)
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This psalm reminds us that 1)  steadfast love

meets faithfulness and 2)  r ighteousness

embraces (“kisses”)  peace for  those who l ive

in awe and reverence of  Him.  How can we l ive

this  out in  our  relationships with others?



NOTESNOTESNOTES
(Open for  d iscussion.  When we fol low Him,  we

exper ience His  l i fe-changing salvat ion.  We are

expected to  l ive  up to  the standards of

r ighteousness that  He has establ ished.  We can’t

do it  on our  own,  but  He wi l l  forgive us when we

return to  Him and He wi l l  strengthen us to  l ive  for

Him when we put  our  trust  in  Him.)

(Open for  d iscussion.  God desires that  everyone

would  choose to  fo l low Him and worship  Him

alone.  In  our  s infulness,  we are  not  able  to

accompl ish it .  When we f ind ourselves in  spir itual

apathy,  we cannot  l ive  the l i fe  He has p lanned for

us,  but  because of  God’s  mercy and grace,  we

have hope.  Spir itual  renewal  restores our  hearts

and renews our  devotion to  Him.  I t  restores the

ful lness of  l i fe  that  comes from knowing Chr ist .

It  helps us to  re ly  on Him alone and l ive  a  l i fe

that  is  p leasing to  Him.  I t  enables us to  f ix  our

eyes on Him and re jo ice again .  Then His

r ighteousness can be seen through the l ives we

l ive! )

What is  the ult imate goal  of  spir itual  renewal

or  revival?
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Consider  the fol lowing as you pray together:  

Is  there any area in  your  l i fe  r ight  now where

you are  secret ly ,  quiet ly  dr if t ing away from

God’s  truth?  What steps can you take to  turn

back?

When you see a  fe l low bel iever  struggl ing

with s in ,  is  your  f i rst  inst inct  to  gossip,

judge,  cr it ic ize,  or  seek to  restore them in

love?

Who in  your  immediate c i rc le  (fami ly ,  f r iends,

church community)  has grown distant  or

seems to be dr ift ing from their  fa ith?  What is

one pract ical  step you can take this  week to

reconnect  with  them?

Is  there a  re lat ionship  or  s ituat ion where you

need to  balance standing up for  truth whi le

st i l l  showing God’s  grace and mercy?

NOTESNOTESNOTESPRAYPRAYPRAY
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