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W E E K  1W E E K  1

T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .
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Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
S c a r  t i s s u e  i s  t h e  b o d y ’ s  n a t u r a l  w a y  o f  h e a l i n g
d a m a g e d  t i s s u e .  I t  d e v e l o p s  w h e n  n o r m a l  t i s s u e
i s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  d i s e a s e ,  i n j u r y ,  o r  s u r g e r y  i n
o r d e r  t o  “ r e p a i r ”  t h e  t i s s u e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c e l l s
t h a t  d e v e l o p  c a n  l o o k  a n d  f u n c t i o n  d i f f e r e n t l y
t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i s s u e .  H e a l t h y  t i s s u e  c r e a t e s
a n  o r g a n i z e d ,  p a r a l l e l  p a t t e r n ,  b u t  t h e  c o l l a g e n
f i b e r s  t h a t  f o r m  s c a r  t i s s u e  a r e  l a i d  d o w n
q u i c k l y ,  i n  a n  o f t e n  c h a o t i c  a n d  d i s o r d e r l y
b u n d l e ,  t o  q u i c k l y  c l o s e  t h e  w o u n d .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,
s c a r  t i s s u e  i s  d e n s e  a n d  f i b r o u s ,  l a c k i n g  t h e
s t r e n g t h  a n d  e l a s t i c i t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i s s u e .  T h i s
c a n  r e s u l t  i n  a  c h a n g e  i n  c o l o r  o r  t e x t u r e ,
r e d u c e d  r a n g e  o f  m o t i o n ,  a n d  e v e n  p a i n  o r
d i s c o m f o r t .  S c a r  t i s s u e  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  p a i n f u l  a t
f i r s t ,  a s  n e r v e s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d ,  b u t  a s
n e r v e  e n d i n g s  r e g e n e r a t e ,  i t  c a n  b e c o m e  v e r y
p a i n f u l .  I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  i t  c a n  e v e n  t a k e  t h e
p l a c e  o f  h e a l t h y  t i s s u e ,  c a u s i n g  i n c r e a s e d
p r o b l e m s  o v e r  t i m e .  I n  e x t r e m e  c a s e s ,  u n d e r l y i n g
b o n e s  a n d  j o i n t s  c a n  b e  a f f e c t e d ,  c a u s i n g  m o r e
p a i n  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  s c a r  t i s s u e .  S i m i l a r  t o  a n
i c e b e r g ,  o n l y  a b o u t  8 %  o f  s c a r  t i s s u e  i s  v i s i b l e  o n
t h e  s u r f a c e ;  t h e  r e s t  i s  i n  t h e  t i s s u e ,  u n s e e n .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  c a n  a f f e c t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f
t h e  t i s s u e  -  l i m i t i n g  m o b i l i t y ,  a f f e c t i n g  p h y s i c a l
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f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a n d  e v e n  d i s r u p t i n g  s l e e p  p a t t e r n s  -
i m p a c t i n g  e m o t i o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  o v e r a l l
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  L i k e  c e m e n t ,  s c a r  t i s s u e  c a n  b e
c h a n g e d  o r  m o v e d  e a r l y  o n ,  e v e n  a s  i t  b e g i n s  t o
s e t .  O n c e  i t  s e t s  c o m p l e t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  v e r y
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s h a p e  o r  m o v e ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d
b e f o r e  i t  g e t s  t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  M o v e m e n t  a n d
e x e r c i s e  h e l p  t o  p r e v e n t  s c a r  t i s s u e  f r o m  f o r m i n g
a n d  l i m i t i n g  r a n g e  o f  m o t i o n .  I t  r e q u i r e s  m u c h
w o r k ,  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e n d u r e
d i s c o m f o r t  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e a l !

I n  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s ,  c o n t i n u a l  s i n  c a n  h a r d e n  t h e
h e a r t  a n d  d u l l  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e ,  m a k i n g  i t  l i k e  s c a r
t i s s u e  -  u n r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  i n s e n s i t i v e .  I t  c a n
s n e a k  i n t o  o u r  l i v e s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  s i m p l y  d i s t r a c t  u s
b y  m e a n i n g l e s s  t a l k  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t r u t h s  o f
G o d ’ s  W o r d .  T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  w e
m u s t  b e  g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d  s o
t h a t  w e  c a n  p i c k  o u t  t h e  l i e s  o f  t h e  e n e m y .
I n s t e a d  o f  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  m i n o r  d e t a i l s  t h a t  c a n
l e a d  u s  a w a y  f r o m  G o d ’ s  p u r p o s e ,  w e  m u s t
c o n s t a n t l y  w o r k  t o  s t a y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  g o s p e l
m e s s a g e  a n d  r e l y  o n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  a l o n e  t h a t
c a n  c h a n g e  l i v e s  a n d  e n a b l e  u s  t o  l i v e
r i g h t e o u s l y .  O n l y  t h e n  c a n  w e  l i v e  o u t  o u r  t r u e
i d e n t i t y  i n  C h r i s t !

NOTESNOTES

WEEK 1WEEK 1

GUARDING THE GOSPELGUARDING THE GOSPEL



H a v e  y o u  e v e r  f o l l o w e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o m p l e t e l y
w r o n g  b e c a u s e  y o u  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
r u l e b o o k ?  W h a t  h a p p e n e d ?

W h e n  y o u  b u y  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  t h a t  r e q u i r e s
a s s e m b l y ,  d o  y o u  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  m a n u a l
f i r s t ,  o r  d o  y o u  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  i t  o u t  o n  y o u r  o w n ?
W h y ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

W h a t  i s  a  r u l e  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  y o u
m i s u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  y o u n g e r ,  b u t  n o w
a p p r e c i a t e  a s  a n  a d u l t ?
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Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  1 : 1 - 1 1 ;  E x o d u s  1 7 : 8 - 1 6



Read 1  T imothy 1 :1 -5

What do you think about the mission Paul
charged Timothy to accomplish? Where do you
see Christians today getting caught up in
“myths” and empty speculations?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  M y t h s  a n d  e m p t y
s p e c u l a t i o n s  c a n  b e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  c a u s e s
d i s p u t e s ,  e n v y ,  s t r i f e ,  o r  e m p t y  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t
p r e v e n t  u s  f r o m  s h a r i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  m e s s a g e  w i t h
o t h e r s . )

Paul  warned Timothy that we can be scarred
by improper teaching.  When we hear new
ideas or  teachings,  what criteria can we use
to see if  they match the gospel? How can we
evaluate the spiritual  content of  what we
consume -  books,  podcasts,  social  media,  etc -
to ensure that it  al igns with biblical  truth?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A n y t h i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e s  u s
h o w  t o  a c h i e v e  s a l v a t i o n  o n  o u r  o w n  e f f o r t  o r
m e r i t ,  a p a r t  f r o m  G o d ,  i s  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g ,  w h e t h e r
b y  r i t u a l ,  g o o d  d e e d s ,  o r  c e r e m o n y .  T h e  g o s p e l
m e s s a g e  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  o u r  s a l v a t i o n  i s  f o u n d  i n
C h r i s t  a l o n e ! )
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Paul  writes that the goal  of  his  instruction is
love,  which comes from a pure heart,  a  good
conscience,  and sincere faith.  How do these
three internal  traits  produce general  outward
love?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  h e a r t  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e
“ c o n t r o l  c e n t e r ”  o f  o u r  t h o u g h t s ,  m o t i v e s ,  a n d
c h o i c e s .  A  p u r e  h e a r t  a c t s  s a c r i f i c i a l l y ,
u n s e l f i s h l y ,  a n d  i n  a  g o d l y  m a n n e r .  A  c o n s c i e n c e
i s  t h e  i n n e r  j u d g e  t h a t  a c c u s e s  u s  w h e n  w e  h a v e
d o n e  w r o n g  a n d  a p p r o v e s  w h e n  w e  h a v e  d o n e
r i g h t .  A  g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e  i s  o n e  t h a t  l i v e s  w i t h o u t
s h a m e  a n d  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  w i t h
o t h e r s .  S i n c e r e  f a i t h  i s  o n e  t h a t  e x h i b i t s  g e n u i n e
t r u s t  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  G o d .  W h e n  w e  h a v e  t h e s e
t h r e e  t h i n g s ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  l o v e  G o d  w i t h  a l l  o u r
h e a r t ,  s o u l ,  m i n d ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l o v e
o t h e r s  a s  w e  l o v e  o u r s e l v e s .  I t  i s  a  l o v e  t h a t
b e n e f i t s  o t h e r s . )
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W i t h o u t  a  p u r e  h e a r t ,  o n e
c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  g e n u i n e  l o v e  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r
o t h e r s .  W i t h o u t  a  g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e ,  w e  c a n n o t
m a k e  g o d l y  c h o i c e s  i n  o u r  l i v e s  t o  g u i d e  o u r
d e c i s i o n s  a n d  a c t i o n s  t o w a r d  o t h e r s .  W i t h o u t
s i n c e r e  f a i t h ,  w e  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  e m p t y ,  m e a n i n g l e s s
t a l k .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o  a  f a l s e  f a i t h  t h a t
c a n n o t  p r o d u c e  G o d ’ s  l o v e ,  b u t  o n l y  b u i l d s  o u r
o w n  e g o s  a n d  c a u s e s  d i v i s i o n . )

What happens to our relationships if  one of
these three elements is  missing?
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l  t h a t
w h a t e v e r  w e  d o ,  w e  s e e k  t o  a c t  i n  a  w a y  t h a t
h o n o r s  G o d .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  f r u i t  o f
t h e  s p i r i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t
i n  C h r i s t  a l o n e .  W e  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  s e e k  t r u t h  a n d
d e s i r e  t o  d o  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  i n  G o d ’ s  e y e s . )

When has a rule or  instruction in your l ife
actually  helped you love someone better
instead of  just  making you legalistic  or
judgemental? How can we practically
maintain a “good conscience” and a “sincere
faith” in our daily  decisions and actions?



What are some spiritual  “rabbit  trails” or
minor issues that most easily  distract  you
from focusing on love and the core message
of Christ?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )
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Read 1  T imothy 1 :6-11

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  M e a n i n g l e s s  t a l k  o f t e n  l e a d s
u s  t o  a  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l e g a l i s m .  I t  a l l o w s  u s  t o
“ a p p e a r ”  h o l y  w i t h o u t  a  t r u e  c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t ,
m u c h  l i k e  a  w h i t e - w a s h e d  t o m b  -  c l e a n  o n  t h e
o u t s i d e ,  b u t  d i r t y  o n  t h e  i n s i d e .  I t  d o e s n ’ t  r e q u i r e
u s  t o  m a k e  s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  h o w  w e
l i v e . )

Why do you think it  is  so easy to drift  away
from clear,  healthy teaching into meaningless
talk (fruitless or  vain discussion)?



In  your own experience,  have you seen God as
more of  a  “law giver” or  a  “lover”? Has your
understanding of  God changed as you’ve come
to know Him? How?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )
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T h e  l a w  r e v e a l s  G o d ’ s  h o l i n e s s  a n d  g o o d n e s s
a n d  s h o w s  u s  w h a t  H e  e x p e c t s  o f  u s ,  b u t  t h e  l a w
i s  a l s o  w h a t  l e a d s  u s  t o  t h e  g o s p e l .  I t  r e v e a l s  t o
u s  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  o b t a i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o n  o u r
o w n .  T h e  l a w  s e t s  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  a r e  t o o  h i g h
f o r  u s  t o  r e a c h .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  a r e  d a m a g e d  b y
s i n  a n d  i n  n e e d  o f  a  S a v i o r .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  t h a t  w e
c a n  t h e n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ,  a s  w e
e n c o u n t e r  t h e  o n l y  O n e  w h o  s a v e s !

When you recognize your own shortcomings
under God’s  law,  how does it  help you
appreciate the grace found in the gospel?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



R a l p h  W a l d o  E m e r s o n  w r o t e :  “ T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e
i s  n o t  t o  b e  h a p p y .  I t  i s  t o  b e  u s e f u l ,  t o  b e
h o n o r a b l e ,  t o  b e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  t o  h a v e  i t
m a k e  s o m e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  l i v e d  a n d
l i v e d  w e l l . ”  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f
t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  C h r i s t !  L i k e  T i m o t h y ,  w e  w i l l
d i s c o v e r  ( i f  w e  h a v e n ’ t  a l r e a d y ! )  t h a t  w e  w i l l
f a c e  t r i a l s ,  h a r d s h i p s ,  a n d  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  w e
f o l l o w  H i m .  O u r  g r e a t e s t  e n e m y  i s  t h e  d e v i l ,  a n d
h e  w i l l  a t t a c k  u s  a n y  c h a n c e  h e  g e t s ,  o f t e n
u s i n g  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o u r  o w n  s i n f u l  d e s i r e s  t o
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  u s .  T h r o u g h  i t  a l l ,  w e  m u s t
r e m e m b e r  t o  s t a y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  g o s p e l
m e s s a g e  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  t o  c h a n g e  l i v e s
a s  w e  r e m e m b e r  1  J o h n  5 : 4 :  “ F o r  e v e r y o n e  w h o
h a s  b e e n  b o r n  o f  G o d  o v e r c o m e s  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d
t h i s  i s  t h e  v i c t o r y  t h a t  o v e r c o m e s  t h e  w o r l d  -
o u r  f a i t h . ”

Read Exodus 17:8-16
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What happened physically  when Moses raised
his hands,  compared to when he lowered
them? Why do you think the victory in  this
physical  battle  was tied to Moses holding up
his  hands and the staff,  rather than just  the
military strategy on the ground?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  M o s e s ’  h a n d s  w e r e
r a i s e d ,  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  w e r e  v i c t o r i o u s .  W h e n  h e
l o w e r e d  t h e m ,  t h e  A m a l e k i t e s  p r e v a i l e d .  F o r  t h e m ,
r a i s e d  h a n d s  w e r e  a  s y m b o l  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  t o t a l
d e p e n d e n c e  o n  G o d .  J o s h u a  a n d  t h e  a r m y ’ s
s t r e n g t h  c a m e  f r o m  M o s e s ’  i n t e r c e s s i o n  f o r  t h e m .
T h i s  i n  t u r n ,  d r a i n e d  M o s e s  o f  h i s  s t r e n g t h .  H e  w a s
s u p p o r t e d  b y  A a r o n  a n d  H u r ,  t h e  p r i e s t s .  I n  t h e
s a m e  w a y ,  w e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  C h r i s t ,  o u r
H i g h  P r i e s t ,  i s  a l w a y s  t h e r e  t o  s u p p o r t  u s ,  b u t  w e
m u s t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  H i s  h e l p  i n  o r d e r  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  v i c t o r y ! )
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T h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  E g y p t ,  a n d  e v e n  i n  t h e i r
e s c a p e ,  t h e  n a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  f i g h t
-  G o d  d i d  i t  f o r  t h e m !  N o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  h a d  t o
f i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a r n  t o  t r u s t  H i m  a n d  s e e  H i s
g l o r y  r e v e a l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o b e d i e n c e  t o  H i m !



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

When you feel  overwhelmed or  spiritually
exhausted,  what practical  steps,  or  “stones
to sit  on” can you use to renew your focus on
God?

After the victory,  Moses built  an altar  to the
Lord to honor God for  His  answer to prayer
and help for  His  people.  He named it  Jehovah
Nissi  -  “the LORD is  my Banner”.  What does it
mean for  God to be your banner or  rallying
point  during times of  struggle or  diff iculty?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  M o s e s  h a d  c h o s e n  t o  b u i l d
h i s  l i f e  a n d  a c t i o n s  o n  G o d ’ s  d i r e c t i o n  a n d
g u i d a n c e ,  a n d  h e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  d o  t h e
s a m e .  T h e  b a n n e r  s e r v e d  a s  a  r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  o r
s i g n a l  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  I t  w a s  a  f u t u r e  r e m i n d e r
t h a t  G o d  H i m s e l f  h a d  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  h a v e
v i c t o r y ,  a n d  H e  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o ,  b u t  o n l y
i f  t h e y  s t a y  f o c u s e d  o n  H i m .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  G o d
w i l l  f i g h t  f o r  u s ,  b u t  w e  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  r e a d y  a n d
w i l l i n g  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  H i m ,  a s  H i s  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i n
t h e  b a t t l e s  w e  f a c e . )
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Consider the following as you pray together:

W h i c h  o f  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  -  a  p u r e  h e a r t ,  a
g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e ,  s i n c e r e  f a i t h  -  w o u l d  y o u
m o s t  l i k e  t o  c u l t i v a t e  i n  y o u r  o w n  l i f e ?  W h a t
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  w o u l d  t h a t  h e l p  y o u  f a c e ?

NOTESNOTES

PRAYPRAY
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

How does remembering the ways in which God
has helped you in the past  give you courage to
face the trials  and battles happening in your
life  today?



NOTESNOTESW h e n  y o u  r e f l e c t  o n  y o u r  r e c e n t
i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  h o w  m u c h  w a s
s p e n t  o n  m e a n i n g l e s s  t a l k  o r  s p e c u l a t i o n
v e r s u s  w o r d s  t h a t  b u i l d  o t h e r s  u p  i n  f a i t h ?
I n  w h a t  a r e a  o f  y o u r  l i f e  i s  G o d  c a l l i n g  y o u  t o
p u r i f y  y o u r  m o t i v e s  ( a  p u r e  h e a r t )  s o  t h a t
y o u  c a n  l o v e  o t h e r s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y ?

W h e n  y o u  s t u d y  t h e  B i b l e  o r  d i s c u s s
t h e o l o g y  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i s  y o u r  u l t i m a t e  g o a l
t o  g r o w  i n  l o v e  f o r  G o d  a n d  o t h e r s ,  o r  i s  i t
m e r e l y  t o  b e  r i g h t  o r  k n o w l e d g e a b l e ?  W h a t
i s  o n e  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p  y o u  c a n  t a k e  t h i s  w e e k
t o  e n s u r e  y o u r  f a i t h  r e m a i n s  s i n c e r e  a n d
y o u r  c o n s c i e n c e  r e m a i n s  g o o d ?

W h o s e  b a n n e r  d o  y o u  w a v e ?  W h e r e  d o  y o u
f i n d  y o u r  b a s i c  i d e n t i t y  a n d  p l e d g e  y o u r
h i g h e s t  a l l e g i a n c e ?  I s  i t  i n  y o u r  j o b ,  y o u r
s t a t u s ,  y o u r  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  o r  i n  G o d ?
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W E E K  2W E E K  2

T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .

W A T C HW A T C H R E A DR E A D D I S C U S SD I S C U S S



Week
Four
Week
Four

Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
M a r i t i m e  t r a v e l  h a s  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f
y e a r s ,  a i d i n g  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n s
a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t r a d e .  E a r l y  w a t e r  t r a v e l  w a s
n o t  p r e d i c t a b l e ;  i t  r e l i e d  c o m p l e t e l y  o n  f a v o r a b l e
w e a t h e r  a n d  s e a s o n a l  w i n d s .  W i t h o u t  t h e s e ,
s h i p w r e c k  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
h a u n t i n g  a n d  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s h i p w r e c k s  i n  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  w a s  t h a t  o f  t h e
E d m u n d  F i t z g e r a l d ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  ” M i g h t y  F i t z ”  -
a  m a s s i v e  f r e i g h t e r  t h a t  h a u l e d  t a c o n i t e  i r o n  o r e
p e l l e t s  a c r o s s  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  s e t
r e c o r d s  f o r  c a r g o  h a u l i n g .  O n  N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 7 5 ,
t h e  s h i p  b e g a n  i t s  f i n a l  v o y a g e ,  h e a d e d  f o r  a
s t e e l  m i l l  i n  D e t r o i t .  T h e  E d m u n d  F i t z g e r a l d ,  w i t h
a  c r e w  o f  2 9  m e n ,  e n c o u n t e r e d  a  s e v e r e  s t o r m  o n
N o v e m b e r  1 0 t h ,  w i t h  h u r r i c a n e - f o r c e  w i n d s  n e a r
1 0 0  m p h  a n d  w a v e s  u p  t o  3 5  f e e t  h i g h .  T h e
c a p t a i n  b e g a n  r e p o r t i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  a r o u n d  5 : 3 0
P M .  A t  7 : 1 0 ,  h e  s e n t  h i s  f i n a l  m e s s a g e :  “ W e  a r e
h o l d i n g  o u r  o w n . ”  S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  t h e  s h i p  s a n k  i n
C a n a d i a n  w a t e r s ,  1 7  m i l e s  f r o m  W h i t e f i s h  B a y .  A l l
2 9  c r e w  m e m b e r s  p e r i s h e d ,  a n d  n o  b o d i e s  w e r e
r e c o v e r e d .  T h e  c a u s e  w a s  n e v e r  d e t e r m i n e d ,  b u t
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  r o g u e  w a v e s  t h a t  f l o o d e d
t h e  s h i p  o r  s t r u c t u r a l  f a i l u r e  c a u s e d  b y  s t r e s s  
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f r a c t u r e s  a n d  i n e f f e c t i v e  m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e
s h i p p i n g  c u l t u r e  o f t e n  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  p o w e r
o f  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s .  S h i p s  w e r e  v i e w e d  a s
u n s i n k a b l e  a n d  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e t  s a i l ,  s t o r m  o r  n o t .
T h e  E d m u n d  F i t z g e r a l d  c h a n g e d  t h a t  m i n d s e t
f o r e v e r .  T h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e  r e s u l t e d  i n  m a j o r
c h a n g e s  t o  s h i p p i n g  p r a c t i c e s  o n  t h e  G r e a t
L a k e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n e w  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e
p r o t o c o l s ,  r e v i s e d  c r e w  t r a i n i n g ,  l o a d i n g
g u i d e l i n e s ,  c h a n g e s  i n  n a v i g a t i o n a l  c h a r t s ,  a n d
r e v i s i o n s  t o  p r e d i c t i n g  w a v e  h e i g h t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,
n o  m a j o r  c o m m e r c i a l  s h i p w r e c k s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d
o n  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  i n  5 0  y e a r s .  

W e  c a n  e n c o u n t e r  s p i r i t u a l  s h i p w r e c k s  i n  o u r
o w n  l i v e s ,  w h e n  w e  i g n o r e  o u r  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l
c o m p a s s ,  a b a n d o n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  I n
t h i s  w e e k ’ s  s t u d y ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  s p i r i t u a l  s h i p w r e c k s  i s
a  l i f e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  b y  C h r i s t  J e s u s .  A s
f o l l o w e r s  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h o u g h  w e  w e r e  a l l  s i n n e r s ,
b y  G o d ’ s  g r a c e  a n d  m e r c y ,  w e  a r e  s a v e d  f r o m  t h e
d e s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  a  l i f e  w i t h o u t  H i m .
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  m u s t  h o l d  f i r m l y  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f
G o d ’ s  W o r d ,  s h a r e  t h e  g o s p e l  m e s s a g e  w i t h
o t h e r s ,  a n d  d e f e n d  t h e  f a i t h  a s  w e  l e a d  o t h e r s  t o
H i m .
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I f  y o u  h a d  t o  p i c k  a  h u m o r o u s  o r  l i g h t - h e a r t e d
“ w o r s t  a t … ”  t i t l e  f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e ,
a n d  w h y ?

T h i n k  o f  a  m a j o r  “ p l o t  t w i s t ”  o r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n
y o u r  l i f e .  H o w  d i d  y o u r  d i r e c t i o n  c h a n g e  a f t e r
t h a t  m o m e n t ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

I f  y o u  h a d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m e r c y  o r
g r a c e  t o  a  y o u n g  c h i l d  u s i n g  a  r e a l - w o r l d
e x a m p l e ,  w h a t  s t o r y  o r  a n a l o g y  w o u l d  y o u  u s e ?

NOTESNOTES

OPENINGOPENING

Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  1 : 1 2 - 2 0 ;  I s a i a h  1 2 : 1 - 6
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Read 1  T imothy 1 :12-20

How does Paul’s  past  make his  appointment to
ministry so surprising? What does this  teach
us about how God qualif ies people to do His
work and who He can use?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  P a u l ’ s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  l i v i n g
p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d  r e a l l y
w o r k s !  P a u l  h a d  b e e n  a  b l a s p h e m e r ,  a  p e r s e c u t o r ,
a n d  a n  a r r o g a n t  m a n ,  b u t  J e s u s  C h a n g e s
E v e r y t h i n g !  N o  m a t t e r  h o w  s i n f u l  o r  s h a m e f u l  o u r
p a s t  m a y  b e ,  G o d  c a n  s t i l l  u s e  u s  t o  d o  H i s  w o r k .
C h r i s t  d i d n ’ t  j u s t  c o m e  t o  s h o w  u s  h o w  t o  l i v e  a
b e t t e r  l i f e  o r  t o  c h a l l e n g e  u s  t o  b e  b e t t e r  p e o p l e .
H e  c a m e  t o  o f f e r  u s  a  n e w  l i f e  t h a t  H e  c a n  u s e ! )

NOTESNOTES
DISCUSSDISCUSS
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Why do you think Paul  is  so honest about his
past? Why do you think hearing the story of  a
radical  personal  change is  so powerful  for
those who don’t  believe in God?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  P a u l  w a s  h o n e s t  a b o u t  h i s
p a s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g l o r i f y  G o d .  H e  t u r n e d  f r o m  a
p e r s e c u t o r  i n t o  a  p r e a c h e r  a n d  a  m u r d e r e r  i n t o  a
m i s s i o n a r y .  A n y t h i n g  g o o d  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  h e
a c c r e d i t e d  t o  C h r i s t !  A l l  t h a t  h e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w a s
b e c a u s e  o f  C h r i s t  a l o n e .  R a d i c a l  p e r s o n a l  c h a n g e
i s  s o  p o w e r f u l  b e c a u s e  w e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  c a n ’ t
m a k e  c h a n g e s  l i k e  t h a t  o n  o u r  o w n .  I t  g i v e s
e v i d e n c e  o f  w h a t  G o d  c a n  d o  i n  o u r  l i v e s  w h e n  w e
a l l o w  H i m  t o . )

NOTESNOTES
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What was your l ife  l ike before you knew
Christ? What specific  evidence of  God’s
patience and mercy do you see in your own
life? In what area(s)  have you experienced an
overflowing amount of  God’s  grace?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  w e  s h a r e  o u r
w e a k n e s s e s ,  s t r u g g l e s ,  a n d  f a i l u r e s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,
w e  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n c e  G o d  h a s  f o r  u s
a s  H e  s h o w s  u s  g r a c e  a n d  m e r c y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n
j u d g e m e n t ,  w h e n  w e  c h o o s e  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  H i m . )

How do you feel  about talking about your past
l ife  when you share your faith? How does
sharing our past  struggles or  fai lures impact
our testimony to others?

NOTESNOTES

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  s e t s  u s  a p a r t
f r o m  e v e r y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  -  G o d  s e n t  H i s  S o n  t o
p a y  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  o u r  s i n ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  c o u l d
b e  j u s t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  H i m  a n d  r e s t o r e d  t o
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  H i m .  H e  d e f e a t e d  s i n  a n d  d e a t h ,
p a y i n g  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  o u r  s i n  a n d  o f f e r i n g
f o r g i v e n e s s  t o  a l l  w h o  f o l l o w  H i m !  N o t h i n g  w e
c o u l d  e v e r  d o  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  t h a t ! )

Why is  the statement “Christ  Jesus came into
the world to save sinners” the absolute
center of  the Christian faith?

WEEK 2WEEK 2

JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING!JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING!



Paul  calls  himself  “the worst  of  sinners” to
show how patient God is.  Do you ever feel  l ike
the “worst” sinner? How does Paul’s
perspective change how we view our own
unworthiness in  comparison with God’s  grace
and mercy?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  L i k e  P a u l ,  o u r  l i v e s  s h o u l d  b e
f u l l  o f  h u m i l i t y  a n d  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  a l l  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s
d o n e !  B e c a u s e  o f  G o d ’ s  g r e a t  m e r c y  a n d  g r a c e ,  H e
d e s e r v e s  a l l  o f  o u r  p r a i s e !  W e  s h o u l d  v a l u e  o u r
f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e . )

NOTESNOTES

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I f  G o d  i n  H i s  h o l i n e s s  c a n
s h o w  l o v e ,  g r a c e ,  a n d  m e r c y  t o  u s ,  w e  s h o u l d  d o
t h e  s a m e  t o  t h o s e  a r o u n d  u s .  W e  m a y  b e  t h e
e x a m p l e  o f  h o p e  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s e e  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p
t h e m  d r a w  n e a r  t o  G o d ! )

How does experiencing God’s  grace practically
change the way you show love to difficult
people in  your own l ife?
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Paul  tel ls  T imothy to f ight the battle  well .
Why does the Christian l ife  often feel  l ike a
battle or  war? What does spiritual  warfare
look l ike in  the everyday l ife  of  a  fol lower of
Christ  today?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  w e  c h o o s e  t o  f o l l o w
C h r i s t ,  w e  w i l l  f a c e  s t r u g g l e s  a s  w e  h o n o r  H i m  a n d
s e e k  t o  l i v e  h o l y  l i v e s .  F i g h t ,  b a t t l e ,  w a r f a r e  -  a l l  o f
t h e s e  t e r m s  s y m b o l i z e  a  h o s t i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
W h e n  w e  c h o o s e  t o  l i v e  f o r  H i m ,  w e  w i l l  f a c e
o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  w e  c a n  r e l y  o n  C h r i s t  a l o n e  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  a  f u l f i l l e d  a n d  f r u i t f u l  l i f e  i n  H i m ! )

NOTESNOTES

What specific  battles are you facing in your
faith right now? What “weapons” or  spiritual
disciplines can you use to f ight them?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )
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What are some modern-day distractions or
compromises that can “shipwreck” people’s
faith today,  causing it  to go off  course? How
can we stay on course in our own l ives?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  w e  f a c e  s p i r i t u a l
b a t t l e s ,  w e  m u s t  b e  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  h o l d
o n  t o  i t  f i r m l y .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t  w e  f a c e ,  w e
m u s t  n o t  b e  p u l l e d  a w a y  f r o m  G o d ’ s  w a y !  W e  m u s t
b e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  j u s t  p r o c l a i m  o u r  f a i t h  w i t h  o u r
w o r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  l i v e  i t  o u t  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s . )

NOTESNOTES

What does it  look l ike practically  to maintain
a clean conscience in a  culture that
compromises on the truth?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  m u s t  h o l d  o n  t o  t h e  t r u t h
o f  G o d ,  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l ,  a n d  l e a d  o t h e r s  t o
C h r i s t  a s  w e  d e f e n d  t h e  f a i t h .  W e  o u g h t  t o  d o
G o d ’ s  w i l l ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h o  i s  w a t c h i n g  o r  w h a t  t h e y
m i g h t  s a y . )
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I s a i a h ’ s  n a m e  m e a n s  “ J e h o v a h  i s  s a l v a t i o n ” ,  a n d
i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  h e  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  t h a t
c o m e s  f r o m  G o d !  T h o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n
d i s c i p l i n e d  b y  G o d  f o r  t h e i r  s i n f u l n e s s  a n d
r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  d e l i v e r e d  b y  H i m !

Read Isaiah 12:1-6

NOTESDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
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How does remembering God’s  mercy in your
life  and in the l ives of  others change the way
you approach Him today?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



What does it  mean for  you right now to “draw
water from the wells  of  salvation” with joy
rather than weariness? What are the daily  or
weekly spiritual  practices you use to draw joy
and strength from God’s  salvation? What daily
distractions tend to keep you from drinking
deeply from God’s  spiritual  provision?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

NOTESNOTES
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“ D r a w  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  w e l l s … ”  e m b o d i e s  l i v i n g
a c c o r d i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  d e s i g n  f o r  o u r
l i v e s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h  j o y  a s  w e  l o o k  a h e a d  t o
t h e  b l e s s i n g s  H e  w i l l  p r o v i d e !  

When you feel  overwhelmed or  spiritually
exhausted,  what practical  steps,  or  “stones
to sit  on” can you use to renew your focus on
God?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



Consider the following as you pray together:
P a u l  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  w o r s t  o f
s i n n e r s .  W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  y o u r  o w n  l i f e ,  d o
y o u  h a v e  t h a t  s a m e  l e v e l  o f  h u m i l i t y ,  o r  d o
y o u  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  c o m p a r i n g  y o u r  s i n s  t o
o t h e r s  t o  m a k e  y o u  f e e l  b e t t e r ?  D o  y o u  s e e
G o d ’ s  m e r c y  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  P a u l  d i d ,  o r  d o  y o u
c a r r y  g u i l t ?

NOTESNOTES

PRAYPRAY
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How does our personal  gratitude and worship
serve as a witness to those who don’t  know
God?
( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  m u s t  e x p r e s s  o u r
g r a t i t u d e  t o  G o d  -  t h a n k i n g  H i m ,  p r a i s i n g  H i m ,  a n d
t e l l i n g  o t h e r s  a b o u t  H i m .  W e  a r e  t o  l e t  t h e  w o r l d
k n o w  w h a t  G o d  h a s  d o n e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  s e e
t h a t  H e  f u l f i l l s  H i s  p r o m i s e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  u s .
W e  a r e  t o  p r a i s e  H i m  f o r  H i s  m i g h t y  w o r k s ,  a n d  b e
r e m i n d e d  o f  H i s  g r e a t n e s s .  W h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r
H i m  a s  “ t h e  H o l y  O n e  o f  I s r a e l ” ,  w e  c o n t r a s t  o u r
s i n  w i t h  H i s  h o l i n e s s ! )



NOTESNOTESH o w  m i g h t  G o d  w a n t  t o  u s e  y o u r  s t o r y ,
s t r u g g l e s ,  o r  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f
h o p e  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  f e e l s  t h e y  a r e  t o o  f a r
g o n e ?

H o w  h a s  G o d  u n i q u e l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  y o u  f o r
t h e  s p e c i f i c  r o l e s  o r  m i n i s t r i e s  H e  h a s
p l a c e d  y o u  i n  t o d a y ?  H o w  i s  y o u r  l i f e
c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  a s  v i s i b l e  p r o o f  o f  G o d ’ s
p a t i e n c e  a n d  g r a c e  t o  t h o s e  a r o u n d  y o u ?

W h a t  p r a c t i c a l  g u a r d  r a i l s  c a n  y o u  b u i l d  i n
y o u r  l i f e  r i g h t  n o w  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  h e a r t
f r o m  d r i f t i n g  t o w a r d  s p i r i t u a l  s h i p w r e c k s ?

W h e n  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  a  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f
G o d ’ s  g r a c e  n a t u r a l l y  l e d  y o u  t o  d e e p ,
s p o n t a n e o u s  p r a i s e ?  W h a t  a r e  t h r e e
s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s  t h a t  G o d  h a s  d o n e  f o r  y o u
r e c e n t l y  t h a t  y o u  c a n  t h a n k  H i m  f o r  t o d a y ?
H o w  c a n  y o u  c u l t i v a t e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  g r a t i t u d e
t h i s  w e e k ?
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