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T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .
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Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
K i n g  R i c h a r d  t h e  L i o n - H e a r t e d ,  s o n  o f  K i n g  H e n r y
I I  a n d  E l e a n o r  o f  A q u i t a i n e ,  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  b e i n g
a  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  a n d  w a r r i o r  d u r i n g  t h e
T h i r d  C r u s a d e .  D e s p i t e  a l l  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n
b a t t l e ,  h e  h a d  m a n y  e n e m i e s .  H e  w a s  p r o u d  a n d
a r r o g a n t ,  a n d  h i s  d e c i s i o n s  h a d  a  t e n d e n c y  t o
a n g e r  o t h e r  r u l e r s .  A s  h e  s a i l e d  h o m e  f r o m  t h e
C r u s a d e s  i n  1 1 9 0 ,  b a d  w e a t h e r  f o r c e d  h i s  s h i p
a s h o r e  i n  A u s t r i a .  B e i n g  a n  e n e m y  o f  D u k e
L e o p o l d  o f  A u s t r i a ,  R i c h a r d  a n d  h i s  m e n  d i s g u i s e d
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t h e  K n i g h t s  T e m p l a r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o
s n e a k  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  t h e i r  p l a n  f a i l e d  a n d
R i c h a r d  w a s  c a p t u r e d  b y  D u k e  L e o p o l d .  H e  w a s
t h e n  s o l d  t o  t h e  H o l y  R o m a n  E m p e r o r ,  H e n r y  V I ,
w h o  d e m a n d e d  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  s i l v e r  m a r k s ,  e q u a l  t o  3 4
t o n s  o f  s i l v e r ,  f o r  R i c h a r d ’ s  r e l e a s e .  H i s  r a n s o m
a m o u n t e d  t o  a l m o s t  3  t i m e s  t h e  a n n u a l  i n c o m e
f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  C r o w n .  E l e a n o r  m a n a g e d  t o  r a i s e
t h e  m o n e y  f o r  h i s  r a n s o m ,  b u t  t h e  p a y m e n t
h e a v i l y  s t r a i n e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  e c o n o m y  a n d  l e f t  t h e
k i n g d o m  s h o r t  o n  f u n d s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  e x c e s s i v e
t a x e s  l e v i e d  o n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  c l e r g y ,  a s  w e l l  a s
t h e  k n i g h t s  a n d  l a n d .  

K i n g  R i c h a r d ’ s  r a n s o m  r e m a i n s  t h e  m o s t  c o s t l y
r a n s o m  i n  h i s t o r y  -  w o r t h  o v e r  $ 3 . 3  b i l l i o n  t o d a y .  

NOTESNOTES
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D u r i n g  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  r a n s o m  b e c a m e  a  c r i t i c a l
p a r t  o f  w a r f a r e .  A  p r o m i n e n t  k n i g h t  o r  l e a d e r
w a s  w o r t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  i f
c a p t u r e d ,  b u t  w o r t h  n o t h i n g  i f  k i l l e d .  T h e  w o r d
ransom  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  w o r d  redemptio ,
w h i c h  m e a n s  “ b u y i n g  b a c k ” .  M u c h  l i k e
r e d e m p t i o n ,  r a n s o m  s i g n i f i e d  r e c o v e r i n g
o w n e r s h i p  o f  o r  l i b e r a t i n g  a  c a p t i v e  b y  p a y m e n t .
R a n s o m  w a s  a l s o  u s e d  i n  a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  I n  t h e
B i b l e ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  r e d e m p t i o n  f o r
a  s l a v e  o r  a  s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  p a y m e n t .  I n  e a c h
c a s e ,  t h e  d e b t  w a s  n o t  c a n c e l l e d ,  b u t  p a i d  i n  f u l l ,
a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o w n e r  b o u g h t  b a c k  t h e i r  m i s s i n g
o r  l o s t  p o s s e s s i o n  a t  a  p r i c e .  I n  t h i s  w e e k ’ s
s t u d y ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t ,  l i k e  K i n g  R i c h a r d ,
w e  a r e  e n s l a v e d .  W e  l i v e  i n  a  f a l l e n  w o r l d  w h e r e
s i n  s e p a r a t e s  u s  f r o m  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .
O u r  r e d e m p t i o n  d e m a n d s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a  p e r f e c t
a n d  h o l y  l i f e .  T h e  p a y m e n t  w a s  m a d e  c o m p l e t e
t h r o u g h  t h e  d e a t h ,  b u r i a l ,  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f
C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  b u t  i t  i s  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  w h o
t r u s t  i n  H i m !  B e c a u s e  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  r a n s o m ,  w e  c a n
b e  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  G o d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  m i g h t
b e c o m e  H i s  m e s s e n g e r s  t o  a  l o s t  a n d  d y i n g
w o r l d .

NOTESNOTES
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Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  2 : 1 - 7 ;  P s a l m  1 4 5 : 8 - 1 3



W h a t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  -  b i g  o r  s m a l l  -  t h a t  m a k e s  y o u
f e e l  p e a c e f u l  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  y o u r  d a i l y  l i f e ?

W h e n  y o u  w a t c h  o r  r e a d  t h e  n e w s ,  i s  y o u r  f i r s t
i n s t i n c t  u s u a l l y  t o  p r a y ,  c o m p l a i n ,  o r  d e b a t e
a b o u t  i t ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  y o u r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  p r a y e r
r e q u e s t s  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k ,  w h a t  t o p i c  o r  c a t e g o r y
s h o w s  u p  m o s t ?

NOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENING
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Read 1  T imothy 2:1-7

Why do you pray at  al l?  Do you tend to pray
more for  health and physical  issues than for
leaders and character issues? If  so,  why?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

When you think of  praying for  polit ical
leaders or  people in  authority,  what is  your
immediate reaction? Is  it  easy or  diff icult  for
you,  and why?

NOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSS
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P r a y e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o !  I t  i s  t h e
w a y  w e  c a n  c o n n e c t  w i t h  G o d .  P a u l  r e m i n d s  u s
i n  P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 6 :  “ . . . i n  e v e r y t h i n g  b y  p r a y e r s
a n d  s u p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h a n k s g i v i n g  l e t  y o u r
r e q u e s t s  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  t o  G o d . ”  H e  a l s o
r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n
o u r  p r a y e r s  -  s a v e d  a n d  u n s a v e d ,  t h o s e  n e a r
a n d  t h o s e  f a r ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  e n e m i e s ,  a n d  e v e n
a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s .

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



How does our attitude change when we go
from complaining about our leaders to
praying for  them?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  P r a y i n g  f o r  o u r  l e a d e r s
i n s t e a d  o f  c o m p l a i n i n g  i s  f o r  o u r  o w n  g o o d ,
l e a d i n g  t o  a  p e a c e f u l  a n d  q u i e t  l i f e .  P e a c e f u l
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c a l m  a t t i t u d e  i n s i d e  u s ,  w h i l e  q u i e t
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r o u n d  u s . )

NOTESNOTES
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W a r r e n  W i e r s b e  s t a t e s :  “ T h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  w a s
a l w a y s  s u b j e c t  t o  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n ,
s o  i t  w a s  w i s e  t o  p r a y  f o r  t h o s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y . ”  I n
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  w h e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s
w e l l ,  i t  c a n  b e  a n  a l l y  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  g o s p e l
m e s s a g e ,  s o  w e  o u g h t  t o  p r a y  f o r  o u r  l e a d e r s !
T h e y  c a n  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  o n  o u r  f r e e d o m  t o
w o r s h i p  a n d  l i v e  p e a c e f u l l y .



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

When you tel l  someone,  “I ’ l l  pray for  you,”
how often do you follow through? What are
the biggest distractions or  barriers you face
in maintaining a consistent prayer l ife?

NOTESNOTES

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  w e  m a k e  a  p o i n t  t o
p r a y  f o r  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w e  d o n ’ t  a l w a y s
a g r e e  w i t h ,  i t  h e l p s  u s  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  t h a t  i s  g o d l y
a n d  h o n o r a b l e .  I t  i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  G o d  w h e n  w e  p r a y
f o r  H i s  W i l l ,  n o t  o u r  o w n .  A n  a d d e d  b e n e f i t  i s  t h a t ,
w h e n  o u r  l i v e s  a r e  t r a n s f o r m e d  a n d  b e c o m e
e v i d e n t  t o  o t h e r s ,  w e  g l o r i f y  G o d ! )

Paul  tel ls  us that we are to l ive a “peaceful
and quiet  l ife,  godly and dignified in every
way”.  What does that look l ike in  our modern,
loud,  fast-paced culture?
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Does your current l ife  reflect  this,  or  is  it
characterized by constant anxiety,  noise,  and
conflict? In  what ways can a chaotic  or
anxious l ifestyle hinder your abil ity  to l ive
out your faith and be a witness to others?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A  l i f e  t h a t  i s  c h a o t i c  a n d
a n x i o u s  i s  o f t e n  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  w o r l d  a n d
o v e r c o m e  w i t h  s t r e s s .  I t  l e a d s  u s  t o  f o c u s  o n
o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  o w n  s t r u g g l e s  o r  n e e d s  i n s t e a d
o f  G o d ’ s  p u r p o s e  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h e r s .  T h i s
p r e v e n t s  u s  f r o m  l i v i n g  o u t  t h e  g o s p e l  m e s s a g e
a n d  c o m p r o m i s e s  t h e  m e s s a g e  w e  s h a r e  w i t h
o t h e r s . )

NOTESNOTES

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  B e c a u s e  G o d  d e s i r e s  t h a t  a l l
o f  t h e  l o s t  b e  s a v e d ,  w e  a r e  t o  p r a y  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e ,
n o  e x c l u s i o n s  -  J e w ,  G e n t i l e ,  r i c h ,  p o o r ,  r e l i g i o u s ,
p a g a n ,  e t c .  E a c h  p e r s o n  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n
t o  c h o o s e  H i m ,  b u t  w e  m u s t  d o  o u r  p a r t  t o  s h a r e
w i t h  t h e m . )

How does knowing God’s  heart  for  the world
change how we view our non-believing family
members,  neighbors,  or  coworkers?
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Why is  it  so important to remember that Jesus
is  the ONLY way to God? In what ways does the
truth that there is  “one mediator between
God and men” shape your understanding of
salvation? Are there other “mediators” you
rely on unintentionally  ( l ike your own good
works,  rel igious rituals,  or  approval  from
others)  to feel  accepted by God?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  m e d i a t o r  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o
b r i n g s  t w o  e s t r a n g e d  p a r t i e s  t o g e t h e r .  W e  m u s t
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  O N L Y  w a y  t o  h a v e  a
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  i s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  a l o n e ;
J e s u s  i s  t h e  o n l y  O n e  w h o  c a n  r e c o n c i l e  a  f a l l e n
h u m a n i t y  w i t h  G o d ,  b e c a u s e  H e  i s  b o t h  G o d  a n d
m a n !  H e  l i v e d  t h e  p e r f e c t  l i f e  h e r e  o n  e a r t h  a n d
w a s  o u r  s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  p a y m e n t  ( d e a t h ) .  T h i s  i s
t h e  o n l y  w a y  w e  c a n  m e e t  G o d ’ s  d e m a n d  f o r
h o l i n e s s .  C h r i s t  w a s  a  s e l f - g i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e .  I t  w a s
n o t  t a k e n  f r o m  H i m ;  H e  g a v e  i t  w i l l i n g l y ! )

NOTESNOTES

In  a  culture that often says “all  paths lead to
God”,  how do you gently  but  f irmly uphold the
truth that Jesus is  the ONLY way?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )
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P a u l  w a s  G o d ’ s  a m b a s s a d o r ,  t a k i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e
o f  G o d ’ s  s a v i n g  g r a c e  a n d  r e v e a l i n g  i t  t o  o t h e r s .
H e  d e p e n d e d  o n  G o d  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  s a w  h i m s e l f
a s  G o d ’ s  s e r v a n t ,  H i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  L i k e  P a u l ,
w e  a r e  a l s o  c a l l e d  t o  b e  G o d ’ s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
a n d  t o  g l o r i f y  H i m  b y  t h e  w a y  w e  l i v e !

NOTES
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What does the word “ransom” mean to you
personally? What does “ransom” imply about
our natural  spiritual  state before Christ
intervened?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  R a n s o m  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e
r o o t  w o r d  t h a t  m e a n s  l o o s i n g  o r  f r e e i n g ,  r e l a t e d
t o  p u r c h a s i n g  a  s l a v e ’ s  f r e e d o m .  O n  o u r  o w n ,  w e
c o u l d  n e v e r  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  t h e  r a n s o m  f o r  o u r  s i n s ,
b e c a u s e  o u r  n a t u r a l  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  i s  s i n f u l  a n d
c a r n a l .  C h r i s t  w a s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  p a y m e n t
“ i n s t e a d  o f  u s ”  f o r  o u r  s i n . )



David tel ls  us in  verse 9 that God is  good to
ALL  and has compassion on ALL  He has made.
How does realiz ing that God’s  love extends to
ALL  of  creation -  not  just  a  specific  group -
challenge or  change the way you view the
world around you?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  D a v i d  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h
a b o u t  G o d ’ s  g o o d n e s s  m u s t  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h
o t h e r s .  I t  w a s n ’ t  e n o u g h  f o r  i t  t o  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h
t h e  J e w s  a n d  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  t h e y  h a d
t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  t h o s e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e i r  G e n t i l e  n e i g h b o r s .  W e  h a v e  t h e  s a m e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  G o d  l o v e s  e v e r y o n e  a n d  d e s i r e s
t h a t  t h e  l o s t  b e  s a v e d ,  b u t  w e  c a n ’ t  k e e p  t h i s
g o o d  n e w s  t o  o u r s e l v e s !  W e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  e v e r y o n e ! )

NOTESNOTES
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Read Psalm 145:8-13

DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

Verses 11  and 12  describe believers talking
about God’s  kingdom and might so that others
wil l  know. When you talk with friends or
family,  how easy or  diff icult  is  it  to bring up
what God is  doing in and around you? What
holds us back from speaking about His
“mighty acts”?

Why do you think it  is  so important to focus
on speaking out about God’s  mighty acts and
His goodness,  rather than just  thinking about
it?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I f  w e  d o n ’ t  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  w i t h
o t h e r s ,  t h e y  w o n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  s a v i n g  g o s p e l
m e s s a g e  o f  C h r i s t .  W e  h a v e  t o  s h a r e  w h a t  G o d
h a s  d o n e  i n  a n d  f o r  u s ,  s o  t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n  s e e  H i s
m i g h t y  a c t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  H i s  s a v i n g  g r a c e  f o r
t h e m s e l v e s . )

NOTESNOTES

WEEK 3WEEK 3

GOD’S DESIRE FOR ALLGOD’S DESIRE FOR ALL



Consider the following as you pray together:

W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  y o u r  d a i l y  r o u t i n e ,  i s
p r a y e r  y o u r  first  r e s o r t  o r  y o u r  last  o p t i o n ?

W e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  G o d  w a n t s  a l l  p e o p l e
t o  b e  s a v e d  a n d  c o m e  t o  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e
t r u t h .  D o e s  y o u r  h e a r t  a l i g n  w i t h  G o d ’ s
d e s i r e ?  D o e s  y o u r  d a i l y  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e
p e o p l e  a r o u n d  y o u  r e f l e c t  G o d ’ s  d e s i r e  f o r
t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ?  D o  y o u r  p r a y e r s  t e n d  t o
r e f l e c t  G o d ’ s  d e s i r e  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w
H i m ,  o r  a r e  t h e y  m o s t l y  f o c u s e d  o n  y o u r  o w n
c i r c l e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  c o m f o r t ?

NOTESNOTESPRAYPRAY
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NOTESNOTESH o w  d o e s  y o u r  p r i v a t e  p r a y e r  l i f e  d i r e c t l y
c o n n e c t  t o  t h e  g l o b a l  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e
c h u r c h ?  A r e  t h e r e  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  s e c r e t l y
f e e l  a r e  “ t o o  f a r  g o n e ”  o r  u n d e s e r v i n g  o f
G o d ’ s  g r a c e ?  P r a y  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  t o
e x p a n d  y o u r  v i e w .

W h o  i n  y o u r  c i r c l e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  n e e d s  t o
h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  “ g l o r i o u s  s p l e n d o r ”  o f  G o d
r i g h t  n o w ?  W h a t  s p e c i f i c  s t o r y  o f  G o d ’ s
f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n  y o u r  o w n  l i f e  c a n  y o u  s h a r e
w i t h  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r ,  f r i e n d ,  o r  c o w o r k e r
w h o  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w  C h r i s t ?
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W E E K  4W E E K  4

T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .
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Four
Week
Four

Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
T h e  o l d  a d a g e ,  “ B e a u t y  i s  o n l y  s k i n  d e e p , ”  h a s
b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s .  O r i g i n a l l y
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  S i r  T h o m a s  O v e r b u r y  i n  t h e  1 6 1 3
p o e m  “ A  W i f e ” ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p h r a s e  w a s ,  “ A l l  t h e
c a r n a l  b e a u t y  o f  m y  w i f e  i s  b u t  s k i n - d e e p . ”  T h e
e s s e n c e  o f  t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’ s  p h y s i c a l
a p p e a r a n c e  o n l y  s h o w s  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  o u t e r m o s t
l a y e r  a n d  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e v e a l  t r u e
c h a r a c t e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o r  i n n e r  g o o d n e s s .  F o r  S i r
T h o m a s  O v e r b y ,  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  t r u t h
t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  a s  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o e m
e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  m u r d e r  w h e n  t h e
s u b j e c t  r e a l i z e d  i t  w a s  a b o u t  h e r !  T o o  o f t e n ,  w e
m a k e  o u r  j u d g e m e n t s  o n  p e o p l e  b a s e d  o n  w h a t
w e  o b s e r v e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  m i n u t e s  o f  m e e t i n g
t h e m ,  a n d  o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e  p l a y s  a  m a j o r
r o l e  i n  t h a t .  H o w e v e r ,  o u t e r  b e a u t y  d o e s n ’ t
a l w a y s  e q u a t e  t o  p l e a s i n g ,  w h o l e s o m e  c h a r a c t e r ,
o r  s u b s t a n c e .  O n e ’ s  i n n e r  v a l u e  i s  w h a t  m a t t e r s
m o s t  -  k i n d n e s s ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  e m p a t h y ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
a n d  c o m p a s s i o n .

O u t e r  b e a u t y  i s  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t e m p o r a l ,
w h i c h  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t i m e  o r  w o r l d l y ,  s e c u l a r
m a t t e r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s .  T h o s e
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w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  t e m p o r a l  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  a r e  o f t e n
m o r e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h i s  w o r l d  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i f e .
T h e  b e a u t y  t h e y  f o c u s  o n  d o e s n ’ t  l a s t — i t  i s  o n l y
t e m p o r a r y ,  n o t  e t e r n a l !  T r u e  e t e r n a l  b e a u t y
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  i n s i d e  o u t !  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  t r u e
w o r s h i p  b e g i n s  w i t h i n ,  i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  a n d  o u r
w o r s h i p  o u g h t  t o  g o  b e y o n d  w h a t  i s  s e e n  o n
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g .  T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t
t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  h e a r t  i s  m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t
t h a n  t h e  o u t e r  l a y e r  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  s e e .  W e
m u s t  r e m e m b e r  n o t  t o  j u d g e  o t h e r s  m e r e l y  b y
o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b u t  t o  l o o k  d e e p e r  a n d  f i n d
w h a t  a c t u a l l y  d e f i n e s  a  p e r s o n .  O u r  v a l u e  i s  n o t
f o u n d  i n  o u r  s t a t u s  o r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  i n  f r o m  t h e
i m a g e  w e  b e a r .  W h e n  w e  f o l l o w  C h r i s t ,  g o d l i n e s s
s h o u l d  b e  w h a t  o t h e r s  s e e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  w e  l i v e .
W h e n  w e  f o c u s  o n  H i m ,  w e  c a n  b e c o m e  m o r e
C h r i s t l i k e  i n  o u r  c h a r a c t e r ,  c r e a t i n g  t r u e  b e a u t y
t h a t  b e g i n s  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  a n d  r a d i a t e s  o u t  f o r
o t h e r s  t o  s e e !
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Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  2 : 8 - 1 5 ;  2  P e t e r  1 : 3 - 8



H a v e  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e
e x t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e s  ( c l o t h e s ,  w e a l t h ,  s t a t u s
s y m b o l s )  d i s t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  p u r p o s e  o f
g a t h e r i n g ?  W h a t  h a p p e n e d ?

T h i n k  o f  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  w a l k e d  i n t o  a  r o o m
a n d  f e l t  i n s t a n t l y  o u t  o f  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t
y o u  w e r e  w e a r i n g .  W h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  a n d  h o w  d i d
i t  m a k e  y o u  f e e l ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

W h e n  y o u  p i c t u r e  a  “ d i s t r a c t i o n ”  d u r i n g  a  t i m e
o f  w o r s h i p  o r  p r a y e r ,  w h a t  c o m e s  t o  m i n d  f i r s t ?

NOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENING
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Read 1  T imothy 2:8-15

What does it  mean for  our hands—and by
extension,  our hearts—to be “holy” when we
approach God in prayer?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  H o l y ,  o r  c l e a n ,  h a n d s
s y m b o l i z e  s p i r i t u a l  c l e a n n e s s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e
c o n d i t i o n  o f  o n e ’ s  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e
t h e  c o r r e c t  p r a y e r  p o s t u r e ,  w e  n e e d  t o  h a v e  t h e
r i g h t  h e a r t  a t t i t u d e ,  c o n f e s s i n g  o u r  s i n  a n d
t u r n i n g  t o  G o d .  S i n  p r e v e n t s  u s  f r o m  p r a y i n g
e f f e c t i v e l y .  I n s t e a d ,  w e  a r e  t o  p r a y  w i t h  a
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  h o n o r s  G o d  a n d  i s  f u l l y  d e v o t e d  t o
H i m . )
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How does unresolved confl ict  or  internal
anger hinder our corporate and personal
prayer l ives,  as well  as our worship?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  C o n f l i c t  a n d  a n g e r  p r e v e n t
u s  f r o m  p r a y i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e
e f f e c t i v e  p r a y e r  a n d  w o r s h i p ,  w e  m u s t  b e  s u r e  t o
h a v e  a  r i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  a n d  w i t h
o t h e r s .  W e  a r e  t o  b e  o n  g o o d  t e r m s  w i t h  o n e
a n o t h e r ,  n o t  h o l d i n g  g r u d g e s  o r  b e i n g  a n g r y ,  a n d
d i s a g r e e i n g  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d i s a g r e e a b l e . )



How would you define “modesty” in today’s
culture?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

NOTESNOTES

How does the current cultural  view of  beauty
or success differ  from the biblical  view Paul
presents in  this  passage?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O u r  c u l t u r e  t e n d s  t o  b e
p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  l o o k s  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  s e e k i n g
t o  “ l o o k ”  b e a u t i f u l  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e c o m i n g  C h r i s t l i k e
i n  c h a r a c t e r .  G l a m o r  c a n  b e  p a r t i a l l y  a p p l i e d  o n
t h e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  g o d l i n e s s  m u s t  c o m e  f r o m  w i t h i n .
P a u l  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h o n o r  G o d .  W h e n  w e  d e p e n d  t o o
m u c h  o n  t h e  o u t e r  p e r s o n ,  w e  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y
f i z z l e  o u t ;  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d o e s n ’ t  l a s t . )
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  s h o u l d  s e e k  t o  b e
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  o u r  c h a r a c t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  o u r  o u t e r
a p p e a r a n c e .  P a u l  e n c o u r a g e s  w o m e n  t o  d r e s s  i n
s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ’ t  b r i n g  e x t r a  a t t e n t i o n
t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  G o d
a n d  p r o m o t e  w o r s h i p  o f  H i m .  T r u e  g o d l i n e s s
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t ! )

How can we focus on true biblical  modesty,
which addresses economic f lashiness,  vanity,
and distractions in worship,  rather than just
legalistic  dress codes? What are some
practical  ways we can place more emphasis
on being clothed with good works rather than
focusing on outward appearance and chasing
external  status symbols?
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I n  t h e  1 s t  c e n t u r y ,  w o m e n
w e r e  n o t  h e l d  i n  h i g h  e s t e e m .  W h i l e  t h e y  c o u l d
a t t e n d  s y n a g o g u e ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  g i v e n  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  t a u g h t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  I n  t h e
N e w  T e s t a m e n t  c h u r c h ,  w o m e n  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  a n d  t h e o l o g y
w h e n  t h e y  h a d n ’ t  b e e n  b e f o r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y
w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  n o t  b e  c o n t e n t i o u s  o r
d i s o r d e r l y ,  b u t  t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  t e a c h i n g
a n d  w i l l  o f  G o d . )

NOTESNOTES

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

In  what ways do we see the cultural  pressure
to erase God’s  distinct  designs for  men and
women? How have the cultural  views on men’s
and women’s roles changed during your
lifetime? 
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In  the ancient world,  women were rarely
allowed to formally  study scripture or
theology.  With this  in  mind,  what is  the
significance of  Paul’s  command that women
should learn “quietly”? How does this  actually
sound l iberating when viewed in its  original
1st-century context?



Why is  it  so important to anchor our
understanding of  gender,  roles,  and identity
in God’s  original  creation design,  rather than
societal  trends?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  G o d  c r e a t e d  m a n  a n d
w o m a n  e q u a l l y ,  b u t  a l s o  d i f f e r e n t l y .  T h e  p u r p o s e
o f  b i b l i c a l  s u b m i s s i o n  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  o r d e r  a n d  s e t
a u t h o r i t y ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  v a l u e  o r  a b i l i t y .  O r d e r
h e l p s  t o  a v o i d  c h a o s ,  n o t  t o  c r e a t e  s u b j u g a t i o n .
S u b m i s s i o n  t o  G o d  a n d  t o  o t h e r s  i s  k e y  t o  o u r
s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  m i n i s t r y .  B o t h  m e n  a n d
w o m e n  c a n  u s e  t h e i r  g i f t s  a n d  t a l e n t s  t o  h o n o r
G o d  a n d  f o l l o w  H i s  d e s i g n . )
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How can we honor and celebrate the distinct,
complementary strengths that both men and
women bring to the church community
without viewing submission or  authority
through the worldly  lens of  superiority  or
control? How can we cultivate a heart  that
trusts God’s  design,  even when it  can be
difficult  to understand?



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  c a n  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d ’ s
w a y s  a r e  a l w a y s  i n  o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  T h e y  a r e
a l w a y s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  o u r  g o o d  a n d  f o r  H i s  g l o r y .
M e n  a r e  t o  b e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s
i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  h o m e .  T h e y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
g u i d a n c e ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  v i s i o n ,  a s  t h e y  l o v e
s a c r i f i c i a l l y  a n d  s e e k  t o  b u i l d  u p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e .
W h e n  w o m e n  j o y f u l l y  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  L o r d  a n d  t h e i r
h u s b a n d s ,  i t  w i l l  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e m  a s
t h e y  g i v e  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t . )
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We are instructed to practice faith and love
and holiness,  with self-control.  Why are these
specific  character traits  the ultimate focus,
regardless of  one’s  specific  role in  the
church?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  i s  G o d ’ s  d e s i r e  t h a t  w e  l i v e
l i v e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  H i s  h o l i n e s s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .  W h e n
w e  p r a c t i c e  s e l f - c o n t r o l  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  w e
a r e  l i v i n g  o u t  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d ,
r e v e a l i n g  H i m  t o  t h o s e  w e  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  a n d
s e r v i n g  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o  w h a t  H e  c a n  d o  w h e n  w e
a c c e p t  H i m  a s  L o r d  a n d  S a v i o r . )



Read 2 Peter 1 :3-8

NOTESDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

Peter tel ls  us in  verse 3  that God has given us
everything we need for  a  godly l ife.  What are
some of  the subtle,  modern distractions or
temptations that pull  our  focus away from
reflecting God’s  image? How does
remembering that we are made to be God’s
image-bearers help us identify  and resist  the
“corrupt desires” of  the world in  which we
live?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  w i l l  c u l t i v a t e  w h a t e v e r
w e  f e e d ,  s o  w e  m u s t  b e  s u r e  t o  r e m e m b e r  w h o  w e
b e l o n g  t o  a n d  w h a t  w e  r e p r e s e n t !  O u r  n a t u r e
d e t e r m i n e s  o u r  a p p e t i t e  a n d  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  W h e n
w e  h a v e  G o d ’ s  n a t u r e ,  w e  w i l l  d e s i r e  w h a t  i s  p u r e
a n d  h o l y .  O u r  b e h a v i o r  w i l l  b e  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e
F a t h e r .  W h e n  w e  f i l l  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  G o d  a n d  H i s
W o r d ,  w e  w o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  i n t e r e s t  o r  c o n c e r n  i n
t h e  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d . )
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Peter l ists  a  string of  virtues that we are to
have as fol lowers of  Christ.  Why do you think
that he l ists  these qualit ies as a building
sequence rather than a random checklist?
How does one quality  support  the next? How
does missing just  one of  those virtues distort
the image of  God that we project?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O u r  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  i s  n o t
a u t o m a t i c .  W e  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s u b m i t
t o  G o d  a n d  a p p l y  H i s  t e a c h i n g s  t o  o u r  l i v e s  i n
o r d e r  t o  b e c o m e  g o d l y .  A s  w e  m a t u r e  a n d
e x e r c i s e  o n e  q u a l i t y ,  w e  b e g i n  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e
n e x t .  W e  c a n ’ t  d e v e l o p  t h e m  o n  o u r  o w n ;  w e  c a n
o n l y  a t t a i n  t h e m  a s  w e  g r o w  i n  t h e  L o r d  a n d  a l l o w
H i m  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  f r u i t ,  b r i n g i n g  g l o r y  t o  H i m !
W h e n  w e  a r e  l a c k i n g  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  q u a l i t i e s ,  w e
b e g i n  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n
e f f o r t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  o n l y  f o r  o u r
g l o r y ,  n o t  G o d ’ s . )



NOTESNOTESHow can these specific  character traits  help
shape or  restore the image of  God that others
see in us? How does being re-created in God’s
image shape the way you view your identity
and purpose?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A s  w e  d i s p l a y  t h e  i m a g e  o f
G o d  i n  o u r  l i v e s ,  i t  d o e s n ’ t  d o  a w a y  w i t h  o u r  o w n
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s .  R a t h e r ,  w e
r e m a i n  t h e  u n i q u e  p e o p l e  t h a t  G o d  c r e a t e d  u s  t o
b e ,  b u t  w e  u s e  o u r  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  g i f t s  t o  h o n o r
G o d  a n d  r e f l e c t  C h r i s t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s ! )
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If  we possess these qualit ies and increase in
them, they wil l  help keep us from being
ineffective and unproductive.  What is  the
difference between being a “busy” Christian
and being a “productive” image-bearer of
God? What does a fruitful  l ife  look l ike
compared to an “unproductive” rel igious
routine? 



Consider the following as you pray together:
W h a t  c u r r e n t  c o n f l i c t s ,  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  o r
r e s e n t m e n t s  i n  y o u r  l i f e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y
h i n d e r i n g  y o u r  p r a y e r  l i f e ?

I f  s o m e o n e  w e r e  t o  l o o k  a t  y o u r  l i f e ,  w o u l d
t h e y  n o t i c e  y o u r  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d
m a t e r i a l  s u c c e s s  f i r s t ,  o r  y o u r  a c t s  o f
s e r v i c e  a n d  C h r i s t l i k e  c h a r a c t e r ?  I n  w h a t
w a y s  a r e  y o u  t e m p t e d  t o  u s e  c l o t h i n g ,
w e a l t h ,  o r  s t a t u s  t o  i m p r e s s  o t h e r s  o r  d r a w
a t t e n t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ?

NOTESNOTES

PRAYPRAY

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I f  w e  a r e  n o t  g r o w i n g  i n
C h r i s t ,  o r  i f  w e  a r e  o n l y  b r i n g i n g  h o n o r  t o
o u r s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  G o d ,  w e  w i l l  b e  i n e f f e c t i v e ,
u n p r o d u c t i v e ,  a n d  j u s t  b u s y .  W h e n  w e  e x h i b i t  a
f r u i t f u l ,  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e ,  w e  c a n  b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  G o d
a n d  H i s  w a y s  a s  w e  g r o w  i n  o u r  w a l k  w i t h  H i m . )
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NOTESNOTESI f  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  “ g o o d  w o r k s ”  w e r e
v i s i b l e  c l o t h i n g ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u r  w a r d r o b e
l o o k  l i k e  t h i s  w e e k ?  H o w  m u c h  t i m e  d o  y o u
s p e n d  p r e p a r i n g  y o u r  h e a r t  f o r  c h u r c h
c o m p a r e d  t o  p r e p a r i n g  y o u r  o u t e r
a p p e a r a n c e ?

H o w  w e l l  d o  y o u  c u l t i v a t e  a  q u i e t ,  t e a c h a b l e
s p i r i t  w h e n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t y ,
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e n d e r ?  O r  d o  y o u  f i n d
y o u r s e l f  c o n s t a n t l y  c r i t i q u i n g  a n d  d e b a t i n g ?
I n  w h a t  a r e a ( s )  o f  y o u r  l i f e  d o  y o u  s t r u g g l e
w i t h  s u b m i s s i o n ?

W h i c h  v i r t u e  f r o m  2  P e t e r  1 : 5 - 7  d o  y o u  n e e d
t o  f o c u s  o n  a n d  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  w e e k ?
H o w  c a n  y o u  b e a r  G o d ’ s  i m a g e  t h r o u g h  t h a t
s p e c i f i c  t r a i t  t h i s  w e e k ?
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T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .
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Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
“ F o l l o w  t h e  L e a d e r ”  i s  a  p o p u l a r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  g a m e
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p l a y e d  b y  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  o v e r  t h e
y e a r s .  O n e  p e r s o n  i s  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  l e a d e r ,  w h i l e
t h e  o t h e r s  l i n e  u p  b e h i n d  t h e m .  A s  t h e  l e a d e r
m o v e s  a r o u n d ,  j u m p s ,  o r  p e r f o r m s  d i f f e r e n t
a c t i o n s ,  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  m u s t  i m i t a t e  h i m .  P l a y e r s
w h o  f a i l  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  a c t i o n s  p e r f e c t l y  m u s t  d r o p
o u t ,  u n t i l  o n l y  o n e  p l a y e r  r e m a i n s  a n d  b e c o m e s
t h e  n e w  l e a d e r .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  g a m e  i s  f o r  t h e
l e a d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  f o l l o w i n g  b y
c h o o s i n g  t a s k s  t h a t  a r e  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t h e y  c a n ’ t
e a s i l y  m i m i c  t h e m .  W h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  g a m e
f o c u s e s  o n  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d  u n i f o r m i t y ,  r e a l - l i f e
“ F o l l o w  t h e  L e a d e r "  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  g o a l .  N o
l o n g e r  p l a y e d  a s  a  g a m e ,  e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  i s
e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  g o o d  f o l l o w e r s
a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  e l i m i n a t i n g  p l a y e r s ,
g o o d  l e a d e r s  s e e k  t o  l e a d  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h
i n s p i r a t i o n ,  g u i d a n c e ,  a n d  c l e a r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .
T h e i r  g o a l  i s  t o  m a k e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  l e a d  e a s i e r ,
i n  o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  a  t e a m  w i t h  a  c o m m o n  v i s i o n .
F o l l o w e r s  i m i t a t e ,  o r  e m u l a t e ,  t h e i r  l e a d e r ’ s
a c t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  a s  t h e y  d o
t h e i r  p a r t  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  c o m m o n  g o a l .

NOTESNOTES
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G a l l u p . c o m  d e f i n e s  a  l e a d e r  a s :  “ A n y o n e ,
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t i t l e  o r  i n d u s t r y ,  w h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  g u i d i n g  o t h e r s  t o w a r d  a n  o u t c o m e .  W h e t h e r
y o u ’ r e  l e a d i n g  a  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  c l a s s r o o m ,  o r  a
v o l u n t e e r  t e a m ,  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  d e f i n e d  b y
i n f l u e n c e :  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m o v e  p e o p l e  t o w a r d
s o m e t h i n g  m e a n i n g f u l . ”  G r e a t  l e a d e r s  l e a d  b y
a c t i o n  a n d  e x a m p l e ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  l e a d e r s  w e r e
f i r s t  g o o d  f o l l o w e r s .  I n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e ,  C h r i s t
J e s u s  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e
l e a d e r .  I n  1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 1 : 1 ,  P a u l  i n s t r u c t s  u s :  “ B e
i m i t a t o r s  o f  m e ,  a s  I  a m  o f  C h r i s t . ”  I n  t h i s  w e e k ’ s
s t u d y ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  i s
s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  g o d l y  l e a d e r s  w h o  i m i t a t e  C h r i s t
a n d  r e f l e c t  H i s  c h a r a c t e r .  W h i l e  t h e  w o r l d  o f t e n
s e e k s  t o  c r e a t e  f o l l o w e r s  w h o  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  f o r
t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  s i m p l y  d o  w h a t e v e r  i s  s a i d ,
w h e t h e r  r i g h t ,  w r o n g ,  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  w e  a r e
c h a l l e n g e d  t o  f o l l o w  o u r  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  a s  t h e y
f o l l o w  C h r i s t .  W e  a r e  a l s o  c a l l e d  t o  p r a y  f o r  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  o u r  l e a d e r s  a s  t h e y  s e e k  t o  h o n o r  a n d
o b e y  G o d .

NOTESNOTES

Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  3 : 1 - 7 ;  J o s h u a  1 : 5 - 9 ,  1 6 - 1 8
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W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  l e a d e r s  i n  a n y  f i e l d — w h e t h e r
b u s i n e s s ,  s p o r t s ,  o r  c h u r c h — a r e  h e l d  t o  a  h i g h e r
s t a n d a r d  t h a n  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ?

I f  y o u  w e r e  h i r i n g  a  m a n a g e r  f o r  a  c o m p a n y ,
w o u l d  y o u  c a r e  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s
o r  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e g r i t y ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

T h i n k  o f  a  l e a d e r  y o u  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t .  W h a t  i s  o n e
c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t  t h a t  s e t s  t h e m  a p a r t  a n d  t h a t
y o u  a d m i r e ?

NOTESNOTESOPENINGOPENING
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Read 1  T imothy 3:1-7

When you hear the term “leader” or  “pastor”,
what character traits  or  skil ls  usually  come to
mind first? How does that compare with what
our culture values in  a  leader?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

NOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSS

God places a high priority  on the character of
a pastor or  leader.  Why do you think this  is
important? Why do you think leadership in  the
church (pastor/overseer)  is  described
specifically  as a “task” or  “work” rather than
just  a  position of  honor?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  C h u r c h  l e a d e r s  h a v e  a  h i g h
c a l l i n g ,  t h u s  t h e y  h a v e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  t o  m e e t .
T h e y  m u s t  s e t  a  g o d l y  e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  t o
f o l l o w ,  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  t h e y
l e a d ,  e q u i p ,  r u l e ,  t e a c h ,  s h e p h e r d ,  a n d  s e t  a n
e x a m p l e  f o r  o t h e r s .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a  p l a c e
o f  h o n o r ,  b u t  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t
u p h o l d . )
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When we look at  the traits  mentioned in
verses 2  and 3,  they are mostly  focused on
moral  character rather than talent,
intell igence,  or  business savvy.  Why do you
think God prioritizes character over talent
and charisma?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  G o d  p r i o r i t i z e s  w h o  a  l e a d e r
“ i s ”  o v e r  w h a t  a  l e a d e r  “ c a n  d o ” .  C h a r a c t e r  i s
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  p a s t o r s  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  b e
s h e p h e r d s — l e a d i n g  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .
T h e y  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  o r
p o w e r f u l ;  t h e y  s h o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  t r u t h  i n
w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  a n d  h o w  t h e y  l i v e . )

NOTESNOTES

What does it  mean to be “above reproach”
today? Does it  imply perfection or  something
else? How can a believer maintain a blameless
reputation without being legalistic?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T o  b e  a b o v e  r e p r o a c h  i s  t o
b e  b l a m e l e s s ,  g i v i n g  n o  g r o u n d s  f o r  a c c u s a t i o n  o f
s c a n d a l o u s  b e h a v i o r .  N o  o n e  c a n  b e  p e r f e c t ,  b u t
w e  c a n  e a c h  s e e k  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t
d i s c r e d i t  w h a t  w e  s a y  w e  b e l i e v e  a n d  d i s p l a y s
g o d l i n e s s  a n d  v i r t u e . )  
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  m u s t  b e  f r e e  f r o m  t h e
i n f l u e n c e  o f  l u s t ,  p e r s o n a l  g a i n ,  a n d  w o r l d l y
p a s s i o n s .  W e  m u s t  b e  c a l m  i n  o u r  j u d g e m e n t ,  w e l l
b a l a n c e d ,  a n d  n o t  g i v e n  t o  e x t r e m e s .  W e  m u s t  n o t
g i v e  i n  t o  t h e  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h
w e  l i v e .  W e  c a n ’ t  d o  t h i s  o n  o u r  o w n — w e  m u s t
r e l y  o n  G o d  a l o n e ! )

Our culture often celebrates impulse,
indulgence,  and instant gratif ication.  In  l ight
of  that,  how does one develop the character
traits  of  sober-mindedness and self-control?

NOTESNOTES
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  g i v e n
f o r  l e a d e r s  a r e  a l s o  g i v e n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  N e w
T e s t a m e n t  f o r  a l l  b e l i e v e r s .  T h e y  m a y  b e  d i f f i c u l t
t o  a c h i e v e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  a t t a i n a b l e  i f  w e  r e l y  o n
G o d  a n d  s e e k  t o  b e  w h o  H e  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  t o  b e . )

Do the traits  that Paul  l isted seem l ike
extraordinary,  even superhuman,
requirements,  or  should they be expected of
all  mature believers? Explain.



( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A  g o o d  r e p u t a t i o n  i s
e x t e r n a l .  I t  i s  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  o t h e r s  s e e  a n d  w h a t
t h e y  s a y  o r  t h i n k  a b o u t  y o u .  I t  c a n  c h a n g e  b a s e d
o n  r u m o r s ,  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  o r  m i s t a k e s .  A
g o o d  c h a r a c t e r  i s  i n t e r n a l .  I t  i s  b a s e d  o n  m o r a l
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s ,  a n d  r e v e a l s  w h o  y o u  a r e —
e v e n  w h e n  n o  o n e  i s  w a t c h i n g .  C h a r a c t e r  i s
d e e p l y - r o o t e d ,  b u i l t  o v e r  t i m e  t h r o u g h  c o n s i s t e n t
b e h a v i o r .  W h i l e  a  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r  u s u a l l y  r e s u l t s
i n  g o o d  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  c o n n e c t e d .
O n e  c a n  f a k e  a  g o o d  r e p u t a t i o n  t h r o u g h
d e c e p t i o n .  O n e  w i t h  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  a l s o  b e
f a l s e l y  a c c u s e d  o r  h a v e  u n f a i r  b i a s . )

NOTESNOTES

What is  the difference between someone who
has a good reputation and someone who has
good character? Can you have one without the
other? Why or  why not?
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Why is  a  person’s  home l ife  the ultimate
proving ground for  church leadership?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O n e ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  o v e r s e e  a n d
m a n a g e  h i s  h o m e  i n d i c a t e s  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  o v e r s e e
a  l o c a l  c h u r c h .  A l s o ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a  l e a d e r  g a i n s
i n  l e a d i n g  h i s  h o m e  h e l p s  t o  d e v e l o p  c o m p a s s i o n
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h . )

NOTESNOTES

How can we better support  and pray for  our
church leaders in  managing the unique
pressures faced by their  marriages and
families -  keeping their  famil ies a priority
rather than letting ministry demands hurt
their  home l ife?
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



NOTESNOTES

Paul  mentions having a good reputation with
outsiders,  or  those outside the church.  Why is
the community’s  perspective of  a  leader’s
public  reputation so vital  to the mission of
the local  church? 

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  l e a d e r s
s h o w  g o d l y  c h a r a c t e r  o u t s i d e  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a s  a n
a m b a s s a d o r  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  “ I f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  t o  b e
o f f e n s i v e  t o  s o c i e t y ,  t h e n  i t  m u s t  b e  f o r  t h e  s a k e
o f  t h e  c r o s s  -  n o t  o u r  h y p o c r i s y ,  m i s u s e  o f  l i b e r t y ,
o r  b a d  b e h a v i o r . ”  [ K n u t e  L a r s o n ] )
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What are the dangers of  putting someone in
leadership before their  character has been
built  up and tested over t ime? How can a rapid
promotion in spiritual  leadership tempt
someone towards pride?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  C h u r c h  l e a d e r s  n e e d  t o  b e
s p i r i t u a l l y  m a t u r e ,  w i t h  a  d e p t h  t h a t  i s  d e v e l o p e d
p e r s i s t e n t l y  a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  o v e r  t i m e .  W h e n
p r o m o t e d  t o o  q u i c k l y ,  p r i d e  c a n  t a k e  o v e r ,  a s  t h e
f o c u s  i s  o n  s e l f ,  n o t  G o d .  P r i d e  g i v e s  S a t a n  a
f o o t h o l d  i n  o n e ’ s  l i f e ,  w h i c h  c a n  h u r t  t h e  p e r s o n
a s  w e l l  a s  c a u s e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  c h u r c h . )



Read Joshua 1 :5-9 and Joshua 1 :16-18

NOTESDIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER

As Joshua prepared to take Moses’  place in
leading God’s  people,  God promised him,  “Just
as I  was with Moses,  so I  wil l  be with you.  I  wil l
not leave you or  forsake you.” How does
knowing that God is  present change the way a
leader makes difficult  or  r isky decisions? How
does it  change the way a congregation
responds to difficult  decisions?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  G o d  i s  a l w a y s  t r u s t w o r t h y ,
a l w a y s  d e p e n d a b l e ,  a n d  a l w a y s  c a p a b l e .  H e  i s  a l l -
p o w e r f u l  a n d  c a n  d o  w h a t e v e r  H e  p l e a s e s .  W h e n
w e  k n o w  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  H e  i s  e v e r - p r e s e n t
w i t h  u s ,  w e  c a n  r e s t  i n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  H e  i s  t h e
“ s e c r e t ”  t o  o u r  s u c c e s s !  E v e n  w h e n  w e  d o n ’ t
u n d e r s t a n d  o r  i t  s e e m s  d i f f i c u l t ,  w e  c a n  t r u s t  G o d
t o  l e a d  a n d  g u i d e  u s  a s  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d .  “ I f  G o d
i s  f o r  u s ,  w h o  c a n  b e  a g a i n s t  u s ? ”  R o m a n s  8 : 3 1 )
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NOTESNOTESThree times,  God commanded Joshua to “be
strong and courageous”,  reminding him that
his  courage was not to come from self-
confidence,  but  from God’s  presence.  What is
the difference between a self-rel iant leader
and a God-reliant leader?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A  s e l f - r e l i a n t  l e a d e r  r e l i e s
o n  t h e i r  o w n  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h s .  T h e y  w i l l  o n l y
g o  a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  o w n  a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  a l l o w ,  b u t  t h i s
i s  n o t  e n o u g h .  A  G o d - r e l i a n t  l e a d e r  p u t s  t h e i r  f a i t h
i n  G o d  a n d  H i s  s t r e n g t h  a l o n e ,  e v e n  w h e n  t h i n g s
m a y  s e e m  i m p o s s i b l e .  G o d - r e l i a n t  l e a d e r s  w i l l
l e a d  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  G o d  d e s i r e s ! )
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True leadership requires wil l ing followers.
What does this  passage reveal  about a
leader’s  success and the commitment of  those
who follow them? Why is  it  so important for
people to actively pray for  and desire the
spiritual  success of  their  church leaders?



NOTESNOTES

The passage ends with the people
encouraging their  leader with the same words
God used earl ier  in  the chapter:  “Be strong
and courageous.” We often think of  leaders
encouraging those who follow them, but how
important is  it  for  people to encourage their
leaders? Why do leaders need encouragement
from those they lead?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  u s  t o
e n c o u r a g e  o u r  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s .  L i k e  J o s h u a ,  t h e y
c a n  o f t e n  f a c e  f e a r  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t .  W e  c a n
s u p p o r t  t h e m  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  a n d
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ! )
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  L e a d e r s  n e e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f
t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e m .  I n  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  t h e y  p r a y e d
f o r  t h e i r  l e a d e r  a n d  s o u g h t  t o  s u p p o r t  h i m  i n
d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  G o d ,  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  f o l l o w e d  G o d !
O u r  l e a d e r s  g u i d e  a n d  l e a d  u s ,  s o  o u r  s u c c e s s  i s
b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e  s e e k  t o  d o
t h e  W i l l  o f  G o d ! )



Consider the following as you pray together:

K n o w i n g  h o w  h i g h  a n d  d e m a n d i n g  G o d ’ s
s t a n d a r d s  a r e  f o r  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s ,  h o w  d o e s
t h i s  p a s s a g e  c o n v i c t  o r  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o
p r a y  f o r  a n d  s u p p o r t  y o u r  o w n  p a s t o r s  a n d
l e a d e r s ?

H o w  o f t e n  d o  w e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  l e a d e r s
n e e d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  j u s t  a s  m u c h  a s
f o l l o w e r s  d o ?  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s
t h a t  y o u  c a n  a c t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e ,  p r a y  f o r ,
a n d  b u i l d  u p  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  y o u r  l i f e  t h i s
w e e k ?

NOTESNOTESPRAYPRAY
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NOTESNOTESM o s t  o f  t h e  t r a i t s  l i s t e d  i n  1  T i m o t h y  3 : 2 - 3
a r e  n o t  j u s t  f o r  p a s t o r s  a n d  e l d e r s ,  b u t  f o r
a l l  b e l i e v e r s .  O f  t h e s e  t r a i t s ,  w h i c h  o n e ( s )  i s
m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  c u l t i v a t e  i n  y o u r  o w n
l i f e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  i n  a
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  o r  n o t ?  W h a t  i s  o n e
h a b i t  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o
l i v e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  i n t e g r i t y ?

I f  y o u r  u n s a v e d  c o w o r k e r s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  o r
c l a s s m a t e s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  y o u r
c h a r a c t e r ,  w h a t  w o u l d  t h e y  s a y ?  H o w  w e l l
d o e s  y o u r  o w n  p u b l i c  l i f e  r e f l e c t  J e s u s ?
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W E E K  6W E E K  6

T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  i n
a d v a n c e  t o  r e a d  a n d
c o n s i d e r  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m e  u p
w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e s
t o  e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n .

M a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n
s e e  t h e  s c r e e n  a n d  t h e
a u d i o  i s  a t  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
l e v e l .

W e  h o p e  t h o s e  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y
w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g ,
f e e l i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g
d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
a m a z i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .
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Week
Four
Week
Four

Children and the
Kingdom of God

Children and the
Kingdom of God

THE BIG PICTURETHE BIG PICTURE
I n  t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y ,  a  g a f f e r ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  t h e
C h i e f  L i g h t i n g  T e c h n i c i a n ,  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e
f i l m  c r e w .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e y  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
l i g h t i n g  a n d  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  l a m p s  w h e n
t h e y  w e r e  f u e l e d  b y  o i l .  T h e  t e r m  gaffer  h a s  b e e n
a r o u n d  m u c h  l o n g e r ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  1 5 8 0 s  a n d
u s e d  a s  a  t e r m  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  a n  o l d e r  g e n t l e m a n .  A
c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  “ g o d f a t h e r ” ,  i t  r e f e r r e d  t o
t h e  m a n  w h o  s p o n s o r e d  a  p e r s o n  a t  b a p t i s m .  I t  w a s
e v e n t u a l l y  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  f o r e m a n ,  t h e  m o s t
e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  l i k e l y  o l d e s t  p e r s o n  i n  a  w o r k
c r e w .  I n  t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  g a f f e r  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  m o v i e ,  r u n n i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ' s
e l e c t r i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e
e l e c t r i c i t y  t h a t  p o w e r s  a l l  t h e  l i g h t s .  T h e y  t u r n  t h e
l i g h t i n g  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  C i n e m a t o g r a p h e r  i n t o  a  r e a l i t y
e v e r y  s h o o t  d a y  a s  t h e y  h e l p  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  l o o k  a n d
f e e l  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  s e e n  o n s c r e e n .  A  g a f f e r ’ s
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c a n  v a r y  g r e a t l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e
s i z e  a n d  b u d g e t  o f  t h e  s e t .  A s  a  h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d
f i e l d  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s t a r t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m
a n d  w o r k  t h e i r  w a y  u p ,  i t  t a k e s  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e
a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  k e e p  e v e r y o n e  s a f e .
T h e y  m u s t  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  g e a r  a n d
l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  r u n  t h e  c r e w s  a n d  o v e r s e e  t h e
e q u i p m e n t ,  s c o u t  o u t  l o c a t i o n s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
l i g h t i n g  n e e d s ,  d i s t r i b u t e  e l e c t r i c i t y  e v e r y w h e r e
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n e e d e d  o n  s e t ,  p l a n  f o r  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n
d u r i n g  f i l m i n g ,  a n d  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s e t
a n d  p e r s o n n e l  s a f e t y .  G a f f e r s  m u s t  b e  o r g a n i z e d ,
d e t a i l  o r i e n t e d ,  a n d  a b l e  t o  t h i n k  o n  t h e i r  f e e t ,
s e r v i n g  a s  a  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c i n e m a t o g r a p h e r
a n d  t h e  l i g h t i n g  c r e w  a n d  e n a b l i n g  f i l m i n g  t o  r u n
s m o o t h l y .  T h e i r  m o s t  u s e f u l  t o o l  i s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e
g a i n e d  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e !  T h e y  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h e i r
t e a m  w o r k s  w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  r e s p e c t s  o n e  a n o t h e r ,
a n d  l e a r n s  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  “ p o w e r
s u p p l y ”  o f  t h e  f i l m  s e t ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e
i n v a l u a b l e !  

I n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h ,  t h e  d e a c o n s  p l a y  a  v e r y  s i m i l a r
r o l e ,  a s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c a n  v a r y  g r e a t l y
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r
s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  d e a c o n s  a r e  a n  e s s e n t i a l
p a r t  o f  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  p a s t o r s  a n d
e l d e r s  b y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l
m i n i s t r i e s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  f o c u s  o n
t h e  W o r d ,  p r a y e r ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e
c h u r c h .  I n  t h i s  w e e k ’ s  s t u d y ,  w e  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  s e r v e
t h e  c h u r c h  a s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  H i m  w i t h  a  s e r v a n t ’ s
h e a r t  a n d  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h i n g s  f u n c t i o n  s m o o t h l y .  W e
a r e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  e x a m p l e  a n d
s e r v e  G o d  h u m b l y  a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  a s  w e  c a r r y  H i s
n a m e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ’ t  k n o w  H i m .  W e  d o n ’ t  n e e d  a
t i t l e  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e !
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W h a t  i s  a  j o b  t h a t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l ,  b u t
r a r e l y  g e t s  a n y  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  t h a n k s ?

T h i n k  o f  a  m a j o r  e v e n t  y o u  h a v e  a t t e n d e d .  W h o
a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e  t o
m a k e  i t  h a p p e n ,  a n d  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  t h e y
s t o p p e d ?

( C h o o s e  1  o r  2 )

W h y  i s  h a v i n g  a  g o o d  a t t i t u d e  a n d  s t e a d y
c h a r a c t e r  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a  s u p p o r t  o r  s e r v i c e  r o l e ,
e v e n  i f  i t ’ s  n o t  a  “ b i g ”  p u b l i c  t i t l e ?

NOTESNOTES

OPENINGOPENING
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Passages we'l l  review:
1  T i m o t h y  3 : 8 - 1 6 ;  1  S a m u e l  1 7 : 3 1 - 3 7 ,  4 5 - 5 0



Read 1  T imothy 3:8-13

Which of  the traits  of  deacon do you think are
most overlooked in our culture today,  and
why?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )

NOTESNOTESDISCUSSDISCUSS

What does sincerity  look l ike in  our everyday
speech,  and why is  it  so important,  especially
for  those who lead and serve in the church?
How does inconsistent speech damage trust  in
the community of  believers?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W h e n  s o m e o n e  h a s  s i n c e r e
s p e e c h ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  g o s s i p  a n d  a r e  n o t
h y p o c r i t i c a l .  W h a t  t h e y  s a y  i s  r e l i a b l e ,  s i n c e r e ,
a n d  t r u t h f u l . )
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Why are spiritual  testing and character
examination necessary and important before
taking on responsibil ity  in  the church? How do
a clean conscience and sound doctrine work
together?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W a r r e n  W i e r s b e  s t a t e s ,  “ A n
u n t e s t e d  C h r i s t i a n  i s  a n  u n p r e p a r e d  C h r i s t i a n . ”  I t
c a n  b e  e a s y  t o  “ a c t ”  a  c e r t a i n  w a y  o n  o c c a s i o n  o r
i n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s .  B u t  t h e  t r u e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e
h e a r t  m u s t  b e  o b s e r v e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  w a t c h i n g  h o w
o n e  l i v e s  h i s  l i f e  a n d  r e s p o n d s  t o  d i f f e r e n t
s i t u a t i o n s ,  e v e n  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
b e  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g  a n d
d o c t r i n e  a n d  o b e y  i t  w i t h  a  g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e ,
b a s i n g  d e c i s i o n s  o n  G o d ’ s  W o r d ,  b a c k i n g  i t  u p  w i t h
a  g o d l y  l i f e .  I t  i s n ’ t  e n o u g h  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,
g e n e r o u s  i n  g i v i n g ,  o r  p o p u l a r ;  o n e  m u s t  b e
s p i r i t u a l l y  q u a l i f i e d ! )

NOTESNOTES
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I n  M a r k  9 : 3 5 ,  J e s u s  t o l d  H i s
d i s c i p l e s :  ” I f  a n y o n e  w o u l d  b e  f i r s t ,  h e  m u s t  b e
l a s t  o f  a l l  a n d  s e r v a n t  o f  a l l . ”  A  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t
l e a d e r  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  J e s u s  a n d  e a r n
t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  o t h e r s .  S e r v a n t  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  a
n o b l e  t a s k .  A s  t h e y  s e r v e  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h ,
t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p u t a t i o n ,  b o t h  w i t h  G o d  a n d
m a n ,  a n d  l i v e  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  G o d .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  a
b o l d n e s s  t o  s e r v e  C h r i s t  f a i t h f u l l y  a s  t h e y  g r o w  i n
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m  a n d  o t h e r s . )

Paul  mentions that those who serve well  gain
“good standing” and “great confidence”.
What does healthy,  godly recognition look
like compared to worldly  fame? How does
practical,  behind-the-scenes service
strengthen a person’s  spiritual  boldness?

NOTESNOTES
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( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  r e s p o n d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n
l o v e  -  d i s c i p l i n i n g  i n  l o v e ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  o n e
a n o t h e r ,  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  u n d e r  o u r
c a r e .  W e  f o l l o w  t h o s e  w h o  l e a d  u s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m
t o  g u i d e  u s . )

NOTESNOTES

Paul  describes the church as the “household
of God”.  When we view the church as a family
instead of  just  a  business or  weekly event,
how does it  change the way we treat each
other?

WEEK 6WEEK 6

SERVANTS AT HEARTSERVANTS AT HEART

Read 1  T imothy 3:14-16



When we reflect  on the profound truth of  who
Jesus is,  how does it  shape the way we l ive
and serve in the local  church and motivate
our everyday service—even when the tasks
feel  small  or  unnoticed? How does
remembering who we are serving keep our
service from feeling l ike a chore? How does
keeping our eyes f ixed on the gospel  message
keep us from experiencing burnout when
serving?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e
c h u r c h  i s  a  b o d y  o f  b e l i e v e r s  w h o  a r e  c a l l e d  o u t
t o  s e r v e .  W e  a r e  b u i l t  o n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  J e s u s
C h r i s t  t o  d i s p l a y  H i s  t r u t h ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n
s e e  i t .  W e  a r e  t o  l i v e  o u t  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d ,  i n  a
m a n n e r  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  m e s s a g e ,  n o  m a t t e r
h o w  b i g  o r  s m a l l  o u r  t a s k  m a y  b e ! )

NOTESNOTES
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NOTESNOTES
Have you ever experienced a deepening of
your own faith or  confidence in God as a
direct  result  of  stepping out to serve others?
How so? What do you think is  the biggest
difference between being a “volunteer” and
being a “servant” in your community or
church?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O f t e n ,  a  “ v o l u n t e e r ”  i s  s e e n
a s  o n e  w h o  p e r f o r m s  a n  a c t  o r  s e r v i c e  b y  c h o i c e ,
w i t h o u t  p a y ,  o f t e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  t a s k .
V o l u n t e e r i n g  i s  t y p i c a l l y  d o n e  i n  s p a r e  t i m e ,  o u t  o f
c o n v e n i e n c e .  A  “ s e r v a n t ”  i s  o f t e n  m o r e  f o c u s e d
o n  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  s e r v e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e
t a s k s .  S e r v i n g  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e s  a  d e e p e r
o b l i g a t i o n ,  o f t e n  s a c r i f i c i n g  t i m e ,  c o m f o r t ,  o r
c o n v e n i e n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e r v e  a  l a r g e r  p u r p o s e .
V o l u n t e e r s  o f t e n  s e e k  a p p r o v a l ,
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t ,  o r  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  w o r k  d o n e ,
w h i l e  s e r v a n t s  t y p i c a l l y  p e r f o r m  t h e  w o r k  b e h i n d
t h e  s c e n e s ,  w i t h o u t  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t ,  o f t e n
f i n d i n g  r e w a r d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  i t s e l f . )
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NOTES
DIGGING DEEPERDIGGING DEEPER
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G o d  c h o s e  D a v i d ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  s o n  o f  J e s s e ,  t o
b e  t h e  n e x t  k i n g  o f  I s r a e l ,  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a  m a n
a f t e r  G o d ’ s  o w n  h e a r t .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  D a v i d  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  t i t l e
a n d  a u t h o r i t y .  I n  t h e  w a i t i n g ,  D a v i d  c o n t i n u e d
k e e p i n g  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  s h e e p ,  g r o w i n g  i n  h i s
w a l k  w i t h  G o d ,  a n d  e v e n  p l a y i n g  h i s  h a r p  t o
s o o t h e  t h e  t r o u b l e d  s p i r i t  o f  K i n g  S a u l .  D u r i n g
t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e  a r m y  g a t h e r e d  t o  f i g h t
t h e  I s r a e l i t e s .  T h e i r  c h a m p i o n  f i g h t e r ,  G o l i a t h ,
w a s  9 ’ 9 ”  t a l l ,  a n d  h e  h a d  t h e  b e s t  a r m o r  a n d
w e a p o n r y .  T h e  I s r a e l i t e s  w e r e  t e r r i f i e d  o f  h i m .
W h e n  D a v i d  w e n t  t o  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  t o  t a k e  f o o d
t o  h i s  b r o t h e r s ,  h e  w a s  o u t r a g e d  t o  h e a r  o f
s o m e o n e  w h o  d a r e d  d e f y  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d .  H e
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  t o  K i n g  S a u l .



NOTESNOTES

We often wait  for  an official  t it le,  an
invitation,  or  a  position before we step up to
serve.  What stops us from simply serving?
How can seeking a t it le  or  public  recognition
actually  hinder us from serving God the way
He wants us to?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O u r  o w n  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e s  t a k e
o u r  f o c u s  o f f  o f  G o d  a n d  p u t  i t  o n  o u r s e l v e s .  T h i s
c a u s e s  u s  t o  m i s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  G o d
b r i n g s  o u r  w a y  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s p l a y  H i s  g l o r y  i n  a n d
t h r o u g h  u s . )
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Read 1  Samuel  17:31-37

Before facing Goliath,  David was only sent to
the frontl ines to deliver  food to his  brothers.
How do you typically  react when you are given
a “menial” or  behind -the-scenes task that
seems below your potential  or  call ing? How
does David’s  immediate obedience challenge
our modern desire for  “important roles”?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



NOTESNOTES

WEEK 6WEEK 6

SERVANTS AT HEARTSERVANTS AT HEART

David developed courage and skil ls  while
tending his  sheep in the wilderness,  away
from the public  spotl ight and in solitude with
God.  Why is  private faithfulness necessary
before God uses someone publicly?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  G o d  d e s i r e s  t o  u s e  u s  t o
b r i n g  g l o r y  t o  H i s  n a m e  o v e r  a l l  t h e  e a r t h .  H e  u s e s
s m a l l  t h i n g s  a n d  p r i v a t e  t i m e s  t o  g r o w  o u r  f a i t h
a n d  b u i l d  o u r  t r u s t  i n  H i m .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h e n  t h a t  w e
c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  a  b i g g e r  w a y  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  s e e  a s
w e  a l l o w  H i m  t o  u s e  u s  t o  m a k e  H i s  n a m e  k n o w n . )

David tel ls  Goliath,  “The battle  is  the Lord’s.”
When we serve without a t it le,  it  is  often
harder to take credit  for  the victory.  How
does operating without a t it le  protect  us from
pride and ensure God receives al l  the glory?

Read 1  Samuel  17:45-50



NOTESNOTES
( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  h e l p s  u s  t o  s h i f t  o u r  f o c u s
f r o m  b e i n g  k n o w n  “ f o r ”  o u r  s e r v i c e  t o  b e i n g
k n o w n  “ t h r o u g h ”  o u r  s e r v i c e ,  a s  w e  a l l o w  H i m  t o
u s e  u s  t o  m a k e  H i s  N a m e  k n o w n ! )
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Who are the “Davids” in our church and
community,  and how can we better support
and honor them?

( O p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n )



Consider the following as you pray together:
H o w  c a n  y o u  a c t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e ,  p r a y  f o r ,
a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  s e r v a n t  l e a d e r s  i n  y o u r
c h u r c h  w h o  s t r i v e  t o  h o l d  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s
G o d  h a s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e m ?

A r e  y o u  s e r v i n g  w e l l  w h e n  t h e r e ’ s  n o
a p p l a u s e ?  D a v i d ’ s  o n l y  m o t i v a t i o n  w a s  t o
m a k e  G o d ’ s  n a m e  k n o w n .  W h e n  y o u  s e r v e  i n
y o u r  c h u r c h  o r  c o m m u n i t y ,  i s  y o u r  p r i m a r y
m o t i v a t i o n  t o  p o i n t  p e o p l e  t o w a r d  C h i r s t ’ s
g l o r y ,  o r  a r e  y o u  s e e k i n g  p e r s o n a l
r e c o g n i t i o n ?  H o w  c a n  y o u  c h e c k  y o u r
m o t i v e s  t o  e n s u r e  y o u  a r e  s e r v i n g  f o r  H i s
g l o r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  s t a t u s ?

NOTESNOTESPRAYPRAY
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NOTESNOTESH o w  d o e s  v i e w i n g  y o u r  c h u r c h  a s  “ t h e  p i l l a r
a n d  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h ”  c h a n g e  h o w
y o u  s h o w  u p  t o  s e r v e  o n  a  S u n d a y  o r  d u r i n g
t h e  w e e k ?  H o w  o f t e n  i s  J e s u s  t h e  c e n t r a l
f o c u s  o f  y o u r  d a i l y  t h o u g h t s  a n d
m o t i v a t i o n s ?

D o  y o u  e v e r  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  t i t l e ,
p r o m o t i o n ,  o r  p e r m i s s i o n  b e f o r e  y o u  s t e p  u p
t o  f i l l  a  n e e d  i n  y o u r  c h u r c h ,  f a m i l y ,  o r
c o m m u n i t y ?  W h a t  p r o b l e m s  i n  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y  o r  c h u r c h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g
i g n o r e d  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a n
o f f i c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  f i x  t h e m ?
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