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Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can

see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable

level .

We hope those who

part ic ipate in the study

walk away knowing ,  feel ing ,

and doing di f ferent ly  as a

resul t  of  amazing

discussion .



On Sunday ,  we were introduced to the man who

was born bl ind .  In  th is  story ,  we saw Jesus

restore s ight  and also were reminded of  who

Jesus revealed Himself  to be ear l ier  in John 8 :

The Light  of  the World .  Jesus performed many

miracles in His t ime here on earth .  Whi le many

may have taken them for  granted ,  Jesus

cont inued to perform them in order that  He

could not  only meet human needs ,  but  a lso to

use them as a start ing point  in teaching a

spir i tual  t ruth .  This miracle was no di f ferent !

In  the case of  the bl ind man ,  many tr ied to

blame his bl indness on s in .  Jesus had other

plans !  He looked beyond the bl indness and saw

the need of  the man .  Through his  heal ing ,  Jesus

not only brought s ight  to the bl ind man ,  but  He

brought glory to God !  He also revealed a t ruth

about spir i tual  b l indness and our only remedy ,

Jesus Chr ist !

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Passages We ' l l  Review :

Isa iah 42 :1 ,  6 -7 ;  Matthew 5 :14 -16



What stood out  to you from the message this

week?  What led you to real ly  th ink?  Did

anything chal lenge you?

When you were a k id ,  what did you want to be

when you grew up?  Why?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable level .  

What jumped out  at  you f rom the v ideo in th is

session?  What are some of  the key points that

af fected you more than others?

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Read Isaiah 42 :1



Think back to our opening quest ion about your

chi ldhood dream job .  Of  a l l  the jobs you could

have chosen ,  Servant  was l ikely not  one of

them !  However ,  in  verse 1  we see the reference

to “my servant . ”  

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

How can we tel l  that this “servant”  refers to

Jesus?

( In  Mark 1 :9 -11 ,  we encounter the bapt ism of

Jesus by John the Bapt ist .  Af ter  th is ,  God

responded by saying ,  “You are my beloved Son ;

I  take del ight  in You . ”  This ref lects back to

Isaiah 46 :1 ,  the one “ in  whom my soul  del ights . ”

We see a promise of  the coming Messiah ! )

In the video ,  Michael  used the word “Behold”

in verse 1 .  We don ’t  use this as much in

today ’s language .  What are other words that

we use instead?

(Examples :  look ,  watch ,  observe ,  consider ,

study ,  “check i t  out” , . . . )



What can we “behold”  in our dai ly l ives that

competes with Him?

(Examples :  Famous people such as actors ,

athletes and pol i t ical  f igures ,  powerful  people ,

char ismatic people ,  etc . )

How does this carry over to our l ives and

purposes today?

(God cal ls  us to be servants of  Chr ist  and to

exhibi t  His r ighteousness to a lost  wor ld around

us .  We are to carry His l ight  to the dark places

and demonstrate His grace and mercy to those

around us . )

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Jesus was not  the powerful  k ing or  mi l i tary

f igure that  many expected .  Instead ,  He came

bringing gent leness ,  encouragement ,  just ice

and truth to a lost  and dying world .  Instead of

s imply defeat ing or  destroying those who were

against  Him ,  He exhibi ted pat ience and mercy .  



How does Jesus fulf i l l  the character and the

cal l ing of  the Servant of  God?

(Jesus came as the new covenant between man

and God .  He came to reconci le us to God by

providing del iverance from death and

condemnation for  al l  who have s inned .  He came

to open our eyes f rom spir i tual  bl indness so

that we can see the Light  of  the World ,  just  as

He did for  the man born bl ind . )

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Read Isaiah 42 :6 -7

Which of  the promises in verses 6 and 7 stand

out most to you?  Why?

(Open for  discussion )



(The Phar isees '  hearts were bl inded by

worldl iness and s in .  They thought they knew

what was best .  They sought af ter  man ’s

recognit ion and praise rather than br inging

glory to God .  They chose power and notor iety

over surrender ing to Chr ist .  This is  also the

case for  many people today . )

Why do so many people respond to Christ  with

the same skepticism of the Pharisees?

In  the darkness of  the world around us ,  we can

be bl inded to the root  cause of  our separat ion

from God .  Only by His L ight  can we have our

eyes opened to expose the real  problem :  S in .  In

us .  We cannot f ree ourselves f rom the bondage

of s in ;  only Jesus can !

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 



How is God ’s cal l ing on our l ives the same as

His cal l ing for Jesus?

(Jesus commanded us to also be the l ight  of  the

world .  We are to ref lect  His radiance and shine

His love and l ight  into the darkness around us .

We are to lead others to the hope found only in

Chr ist ! )

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

As servants of  Christ ,  what should be our

ult imate goal?  How can we accomplish i t?

(We should work to br ing glory to God and draw

others to Him .  We can do this  by not  t reat ing

others as the world t reats them ,  but  t reat ing

them as Jesus did .  We can encourage them ,  l i f t

them up ,  g ive a helping hand ,  pray for  them ,

and share the Gospel  Message with them ,  to

name a few . )

Read Matthew 5 :14 -16



JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

JESUS: THE HEALER
 OF THE BLIND

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Isa iah spoke these words to a people who

were broken ,  s inful  and in dire need of  hope

and rescue .  They needed del iverance from

their  bondage .  God ’s response was given to

encourage them .  What does this  passage

awaken in your heart  today?

What is  your greatest  longing in l i fe?  Do you

see your unique f i t  in  God ’s big picture?  I f

not ,  spend t ime al lowing Him to open your

eyes to His plan and purpose for  you in the

world around you .  True ful f i l lment only

comes from Him !

What is  the darkest  relat ional  sphere in your

l i fe current ly :  fami ly ,  f r iendships ,  work ,  or

neighborhood?  How can you br ing the

br ightest  l ight  to shine in th is  darkest  area?

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together :

Just  as Jesus provided s ight  for  the man born

bl ind and l ight  to those in darkness ,  He can f i l l

us with purpose and hope for  our l ives .  We can

be encouraged by this :  For God ,  who said ,

“Light shal l  shine out of  darkness”  -  He has

shone in our hearts to give the l ight of  the

knowledge of  God ’s glory in the face of  Christ .

(2 Corinthians 4 :6 )



Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can

see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable

level .

We hope those who

part ic ipate in the study

walk away knowing ,  feel ing ,

and doing di f ferent ly  as a

resul t  of  amazing

discussion .



This week ,  we saw the parents of  the man born

bl ind .  Even though they had seen what Chr ist

had done ,  they chose to reject  Him for  their

own sake .  They valued their  own reputat ion

over honor ing Chr ist .  They were only two of

many who chose to reject  Him .  Yet  He came to

be the sacr i f ice for  a l l  people ,  in  spi te of  what

He would face .  As we ref lect  on the sacr i f ice He

made ,  we can f ind hope in the words of  the

song “Man of  Sorrows . ”

Man of Sorrows ,  Lamb of God ,  by His own

betrayed .  The sin of  man and wrath of  God has

been on Jesus laid .

Silent as He stood accused ,  beaten ,  mocked ,  and

scorned .  Bowing to the Father ’s wi l l  He took a

crown of thorns .

Sent of  heaven ,  God ’s own Son to purchase and

redeem .  And reconci le the very ones who nai led

Him to that tree .

Oh ,  that rugged cross ,  my salvation where Your

love poured out over me .  Now my soul  cr ies out ,

“Hallelujah ,  praise and honor Lord to Thee .”

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



What stood out  to you from the message this

week?  What led you to real ly  th ink?  Did

anything chal lenge you?

How would you feel  i f  someone took al l  the

credit  for  a major  accompl ishment you had

achieved?  How would you feel  i f  someone took

the responsibi l i ty  and consequences for  a major

mistake you made?  Which of  these would you

be more l ikely to let  happen?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable level .  

What jumped out  at  you f rom the v ideo in th is

session?  What are some of  the key points that

af fected you more than others?

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Passages we ' l l  review :

Isa iah 53 :3 -5 ;  John 1 :10 -13 ;  Matthew 10 :26 -33 ;

Phi l ippians 3 :7 -11



Read Isaiah 53 :3 -5

In  today ’s passage ,  we f ind that  the One sent to

be our Redeemer was the most unl ikely person

expected !  Nothing about His appearance drew

the attent ion of  others .  They saw no worth in

Him .  They didn ’ t  bel ieve in His teachings .  And

yet ,  He was exact ly  what we needed in a Savior !

How should we respond to the Suffer ing

Servant i l lustrated in this passage?

(Christ  was an innocent Servant .  He was perfect

and s in less ,  yet  He took on al l  of  our s in .  He

died in the place of  the gui l ty  in order that  we

might be saved .  Our response ought to be to

praise and worship Him for  His hol iness ,

fa i thfulness ,  and uncondit ional  love . )

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



(At His bir th ,  Jesus was despised by King

Herod .  Af ter  learning of  His bir th f rom the wise

men ,  Herod fel t  threatened by this  Messiah that

had been promised ,  concerned that  He would

rule in Herod ’s place .  Dur ing His ministry ,  Jesus

was despised by the Phar isees and teachers of

the law because He seemed to counter the

many laws by which they l ived and obtained

their  h igh moral  status .  Jesus revealed that

their  “ r ighteousness”  was only external  and not

a t rue ref lect ion of  a heart  change . )  

Read John 1 :10 -13

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Let ’s think back to the earthly l i fe of  Jesus .

Who despised Him during His birth and

ministry?  Why did they despise Him so much?



How does this apply to us today as fol lowers

of Christ?

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Looking back at  our passage from Sunday ,

John 9 :13 -23 ,  why did the Pharisees doubt the

man ’s test imony (Verse 16 )?  How did the

Pharisees ,  and even the people of  Israel  as a

whole ,  not real ize that Jesus was indeed their

Messiah?

(The Phar isees fel t  that  Jesus v iolated the

Sabbath by heal ing this  man ,  thus not  fo l lowing

their  laws and tradi t ions .  The people were

expect ing a mighty ,  powerful  k ing .  To them ,

Jesus didn ’ t  “appear”  to value the r ight  th ings :

money ,  power ,  fame ,  notor iety ,  inf luence ,  and

being served .  In  fact ,  Jesus was the opposi te of

al l  of  these things ! )



Jesus was v iewed in the l ight  of  any other

servant  of  the day .  He was mocked ,  re jected ,

even hated .  Those in power sought to s i lence

Him ,  even to the point  of  death .  In  fact ,  He was

sold out  by one of  His own for  a measly 30

pieces of  s i lver ,  the amount given to the master

in the event that  h is  s lave died an accidental

death .  They were ashamed of  Him because He

didn ' t  l ive up to their  standards .  Yet  He proved

through His act ions that  the things valued by

man weren ’ t  needed to be successful  in  doing

God ’s work !  

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

(As we fol low Chr ist ,  we wi l l  face much of  the

same persecut ion He faced .  We may be

mocked ,  shamed ,  undervalued ,  even

persecuted because of  our fai th in Him .  We

must remember that ,  just  as Chr ist  became the

Suffer ing Servant for  us ,  we too may have to

make sacr i f ices and suffer  to do the work He

has given us to do . )



Read Matthew 10 :26 -33

Does God real ly expect us to fol low Christ ’s

example and be a suffer ing servant for  His

sake?  Why or why not?

(Yes !  We must  remember that  we have no

reason to be afraid of  man ’s threats !  As a

resul t ,  we should be quick to confess Him

before others !  We are to fol low His example of

the Suffer ing Servant in taking up our cross

dai ly  to fol low Him .  We should l ive with the

same spir i t  and att i tude that  Jesus did in order

to draw others into a relat ionship with Him .  He

wi l l  a lways be there to support  us ,  and we

know our eternal  home is  with Him ! )

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

We have an invi tat ion to fol low Chr ist ’s example

and become what He desires us to be as

Kingdom people !  When we confess Jesus as our

Lord and Savior ,  i t  is  more than just  mere

words ;  i t  is  about l iv ing i t  out !  We must  not  just

ta lk the ta lk ,  but  a lso walk the walk !



Read Phi l ippians 3 :7 -11

Just  as we saw with the Phar isees ,  many in

Paul ’s t ime refused to leave the old way of  l i fe

and put  aside their  own sel f - r ighteousness ,  or

the r ighteousness of  the law ,  in  exchange for

the r ighteousness that  comes from God .

What is  the difference between the

righteousness that comes from the law and

righteousness that comes from God?

(Righteousness that  comes from the law is  a

sel f - r ighteousness that  is  based on tangible ,

earthly t reasures and our own piousness .  I t  is

only an outward display ,  but  has no ef fect  on

the heart .  R ighteousness that  comes from God

is based on our inward mot ivat ion and being in

the r ight  standing with God .  I t  comes from what

Christ  has done on our behalf  and is  not  f rom

anything we have done . )

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



What was Paul ’s goal  in verse 10?  What does i t

mean to know Jesus?  How can we know the

power of  His resurrect ion and be conformed to

His death?

(Paul ’s goal  was to know Christ .  Knowing Jesus

is more than just  knowing about  Him .  I t

i l lustrates an int imate relat ionship with Jesus

Christ .  Knowing Him means we ident i fy  with Him

and share in His suf fer ings ,  even to the point  of

death .  The same power that  raised Chr ist  f rom

the dead is  the power that  helps us to l ive the

l i fe He cal ls  us to l ive .  Because of  His v ictory

over s in and death ,  we can exper ience His

resurrect ion power as we do His work and can

experience true l i fe in Him ,  dying to our old

ways and str iv ing to be more l ike Him each

day ! )

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



Ref lect  on your own personal  journey .  What

are some sorrows you have suffered in l i fe

as Chr ist  d id?

Take t ime to evaluate the “ th ings”  in  your

l i fe that  matter  the most .  What “gains”  in

your l i fe are the most chal lenging to v iew as

a “ loss?”  What have you given up for  the

sake of  Chr ist?  Was i t  worth i t?

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together :

Paul  saw i t  as a pr iv i lege to suf fer  for  Chr ist ’s

sake .  As we grow in Chr ist  and do His work ,  we

wi l l  be at tacked by the enemy ,  Satan .  Whi le we

suffer  th is  at tack and even possibly face death ,

we can rest  assured in knowing that  our future

is eternal  l i fe with Him !

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



Wil l  you fol low Chr ist ,  regardless of  what

man may say or  do?  The man born bl ind did !

Fol lowing his  example ,  take a look at  your

own l i fe .  How do you respond when the

pressure is  put  on you?  Do you respond l ike

the man born bl ind and give credit  to God ,

professing your fa i th in Him?  Or do you

respond as his  parents and pretend you

don ’ t  know Him or His ways?  

As you go through this  week ,  remember the

suffer ing Jesus endured in order that  we could

have a relat ionship with Him !  Then ,  as you face

dif f icul t ies in l iv ing for  Him ,  you can f ind hope

in His word !

But when you do good and suffer ,  i f  you

endure ,  i t  br ings favor with God .  For you were

cal led to this ,  because Christ  also suffered for

you ,  leaving you an example that you should

fol low in His steps .  (1 Peter 2 :20b -21 )

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

THE REJECTIVE BEHAVIOR
 OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can
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On Sunday ,  we learned about the second “ t r ia l”

of the bl ind man who had been healed by Jesus .

The Phar isees cont inued to quest ion him on what

had taken place ,  sett ing Him up as a s inner so as

to discredit  Jesus ’  ministry .  The man ,  however ,

didn ’ t  debate the nature or  character  of  Chr ist .

He simply bore witness to what he had

encountered :  “Whether or  not  He ’s a s inner ,  I

don ’ t  know .  One thing I  do know :  I  was bl ind ,  and

now I  can see . ”  

A witness is  s imply th is :  a  person cal led to test i fy

and give evidence ;  someone who sees an event

and reports what happened .  Legal ly ,  i t  is

important  to get  eyewitness  test imony from one

who has knowledge of  the s i tuat ion f rom their

own senses .  I t  is  a lso important  that  the witness

is  credible ,  wi th a test imony that  is  t ruthful  and

bel ievable .  This man was both !  Sadly ,  the

Phar isees chose not  to bel ieve the witness or  th is

testament ,  or  tangible proof ,  of  h is  fa i th .  In  h is

response to the Phar isees ,  we see the man who

had been bl ind use the opportuni ty to praise God

and give credit  to the miracle He had performed !

Today we wi l l  look at  how we can be a witness

and give test imony to what God has done for  us .

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



Make sure everyone can see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable level .

What jumped out  at  you f rom the v ideo in th is

session?  What are some of  the key points that

impacted you more than others?

What stood out  to you from the message this

week?  What led you to real ly  th ink?  Did

anything chal lenge you?

What is  the nicest  th ing anyone has ever done

for you?  Why was i t  so meaningful?

Passages we ' l l  review :

Psalm 66 :16 -20 ,  Psalm 51 :10 -19 

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



Read Psalm 66 :16 -17

As the psalmist  ref lected on what God had

done ,  what was the f i rst  thing he did?  How can

we fol low the example of  the psalmist?

(The psalmist  shared with other fol lowers of

God what God had done .  We must  share with

other bel ievers when we exper ience God ’s work

in our l ives .  When we celebrate what God has

done ,  we are giv ing Him glory and are

encouraging others to worship Him ! )

How has someone else ’s testament of  God ’s

faithfulness encouraged you?  

(Open for  discussion )

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



Why is i t  so important to share with others

what God has done in our l ives?

(When we share with others ,  they can see how

God has worked in our l ives .  Sometimes ,  they

may be able to relate to a s imi lar  exper ience .

In  other t imes ,  we may be able to share how

even a di f f icul t  exper ience resul ted in God

being glor i f ied .  This can help to strengthen

their  fa i th as wel l .  Even when we may be facing

a di f f icul t  t ime ,  seeing God at  work in other

bel ievers ’  l ives can encourage us and lead us

to give glory to God ! )

Our worship to God includes giv ing praise to

Him for  a l l  He has done ,  both in the world

around us and in our own l ives .  Worship is  an

overf low of  our hearts to His worthship .  

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



What things can prevent us from sharing with

others what God has done?

(We can take for  granted the ways in which God

answers our prayers .  We can also be more

concerned about what others wi l l  th ink about

us when we share than about what God has

done ,  being sel f - focused rather than God -

focused .  We could also be more concerned

about the repercussions of  shar ing ,  instead of

the need of  others to hear our test imony and

give glory and honor to God . )

How can we overcome the hesitat ion to share

our own test imony with others?

(We must remember that  our test imony of  what

God has done in our l ives isn ’ t  real ly  about us

or for  our glory .  Looking back to Week 1  of  our

ser ies ,  we can be reminded that  God often

al lows s i tuat ions in our l ives ,  not  because of

s in we committed ,  but  in order to br ing glory to

His Name ! )

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



Read Psalm 66 :18 -19

What is  necessary in order for  God to hear and

answer our prayer ,  however He may choose?  

(We must f i rst  have a relat ionship with Him .

When we pray ,  we must  have a heart  for  Him .

As JT ment ioned in the v ideo ,  God doesn ’ t  hear

the prayers of  those who cher ish s in . )

No matter  what we may try to portray on the

outside ,  God knows what is  in our heart !  Whi le

we can pray a pious ,  perfect  prayer ,  i f  i t  is  not

genuine ,  He knows !  He looks beyond the

outward appearance ,  deeper into the heart !

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
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What do you think can hinder or interfere with

the effect iveness of  our prayers?  

(Our prayer l i fe can be af fected by

unconfessed ,  unrepented s in .  I f  we cont inue to

do what we know is  wrong ,  i t  wi l l  h inder our

communicat ion with God .  We can also al low the

burdens and worr ies of  the world around us to

distract  us f rom what matters most  and take our

focus of f  of  the One who is  over al l  th ings . )

What have you experienced that has affected

your prayer l i fe?  How did you overcome it?

(Open for  discussion )

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!
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Read Psalm 66 :20

Why is  i t  so important to remember what God

has done for us?  How can we be involved in

sharing what God has done for us?

(Remembering God ’s fai thfulness can help us

through the di f f icul t  t imes .  I t  can also

encourage others who are going through

simi lar  struggles .  But  i t  a lso redirects our focus

to the One who is  worthy of  our praise and

reminds us of  His greatness .  I t  can also give us

the opportuni ty to share Him with those who do

not have a personal  relat ionship with Him . )

Read Psalm 51 :10 -19

Why did David ask for God to “create a clean

heart”  in him?

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!
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How did David ’s own experience of  God ’s

forgiveness affect  others?  

(David was able to share God 's fai thfulness and

r ighteousness with others .  He could share

about God ’s provis ion in the good t imes and

God ’s forgiveness and restorat ion in the

di f f icul t  t imes .  His exper iences gave others the

opportuni ty to witness God ’s greatness and

give praise to Him . )

( In  th is  Psalm ,  we see David after  he was

confronted by the prophet Nathan over his  s in

of  adultery and murder .  David was known as a

man after  God ’s own heart .  He had a

relat ionship with God bui l t  in  the days of  h is

youth out  in the pastures tending sheep .  But  h is

s in of  adultery ,  murder ,  and attempted cover up

caused a r i f f  in  h is  relat ionship with God .  The

consequences of  h is  s in had been eat ing away

at him . )

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!
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Even when we are going through di f f icul t

t imes ,  God can use someone else ’s

testament of  His fa i thfulness to encourage

us .  Take t ime this  week to thank Him for

those in your L i feGroup and others that  you

are surrounded by who encourage you dai ly .

Let those people know they are an

encouragement to you !

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together :

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!
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David ’s prayer shows us his  awareness of  God

as his  Redeemer .  We ,  too ,  have a Redeemer in

Chr ist  Jesus ,  who can restore and renew us ,

even when we ’ve messed up .  We have been

given the gi f t  of  r ighteousness that  can only be

found in Chr ist  a lone .  I t  is  our responsibi l i ty  to

share i t  wi th others !



We can use the witness of  the bl ind man

who had been healed as a model  for  our own

l ives .  We can use our own personal

test imony to connect  with others and then

introduce them to Chr ist .  Who is  someone

you can tel l  about what God has done for

you?  Look for  opportuni t ies th is  week to

share your story with others .

Often ,  we look for  what f i ts  into our plans in

l i fe .  We hold t ight ly  to what was never ours

to begin with .  Are you wi l l ing to of fer

yoursel f  and your l i fe for  God ’s honor ,  just

as the man born bl ind did?

As you encounter opportuni t ies th is  week to

share your own test imonies ,  remember what

Paul  te l ls  us in Colossians 3 :17 :  And whatever

you do ,  whether in word or deed ,  do i t  al l  in

the name of the Lord Jesus ,  giving thanks to

God the Father through Him .

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!

THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR
OF UNBELIEF!
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Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can

see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable

level .

We hope those who

part ic ipate in the study

walk away knowing ,  feel ing ,

and doing di f ferent ly  as a

resul t  of  amazing

discussion .



Compassion .  This word has many def in i t ions .  One

source def ines compassion as “a relat ional

process that  involves not ic ing another person ’s

pain ,  exper iencing an emotional  react ion to his  or

her pain ,  and act ing in some way to help ease or

al leviate the pain . ”   In  the Hebrew language ,

there are at  least  f ive def in i t ions ,  but  today we

wi l l  look at  one in part icular :  Racham ,  which

means “a feel ing of  pi ty  and devot ion to a

helpless chi ld .  I t  is  a deep emotional  feel ing

seeking a concrete expression of  love .  This word

always expresses the feel ing of  the super ior  or

more powerful  for  the infer ior  or  less

powerful . . .The word seeks to br ing secur i ty  to the

l i fe of  the one for  whom compassion is  fe l t . ”

(Holman Bible Dict ionary ) .

According to Compassion .com :  “The component of

act ion is  what separates compassion f rom

empathy ,  sympathy ,  p i ty ,  concern ,  condolence ,

sensi t iv i ty ,  tenderness ,  commiserat ion or  any

other compassion synonym .  Compassion gets

involved .  When others keep their  d istance from

those who are suf fer ing ,  compassion prompts us

to act  on their  behal f . ”  Let ’s look more at  what

the Bible says in regards to compassion !

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR



What stood out  to you from the message this

week?  What led you to real ly  th ink?  Did

anything chal lenge you?

How much money is  “enough”  money?  Do you

have "enough”  money ,  or  do you need more?

What would you do i f  you had more money?

Passages we ' l l  review :

Proverbs 14 :31 ;  Proverbs 19 :17 ;  Proverbs 22 :9 ;  

1  T imothy 6 :17 -19

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable level .

What jumped out  at  you f rom the v ideo in th is

session?  What are some of  the key points that

impacted you more than others?



Read Proverbs 14 :31

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR

Why is God insulted by those who oppress or

treat the poor with contempt?

(God made mankind in His image .  This includes

al l  of  mankind ,  r ich and poor .  When we

oppress ,  insul t ,  or  take advantage of  those who

are poor ,  we are not  just  insul t ing them ,  but  we

are insul t ing their  Maker .  When we treat  them

as worthless ,  we are also t reat ing God as

though He were worthless !  As Proverbs 22 :2

states :  “Rich and poor have this  in common :  the

Lord makes them al l . ” )  

Think of  this in terms of  your own chi ld :  How

would you respond i f  someone treated your

chi ld poorly?  Would you be insulted?

(Open for  Discussion )



How is our relat ionship with God related to

our relat ionship with the poor and needy?  Why

is God honored by those who are gracious to

the needy?

(The way we treat  others ref lects the

relat ionship we have with God .  The kindness

we show to others ,  especial ly  those in need

who cannot return the favor ,  ref lects our heart

att i tude .  K indness comes from a heart  that

loves and honors God .  So ,  when we are

gracious ,  k ind ,  and compassionate to those in

need ,  we honor God with our act ions . )

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR

Read Proverbs 19 :17

Why does this verse connect giving generously

to the poor with giving something to God?

(The poor  in  verse 17 refers to those who are

feeble or  weak .  We were reminded ear l ier  that

they are made in His image .  When we are kind

or generous to them rather than feel ing pi ty  for

them ,  and have compassion for  them and help

them ,  i t  is  as though we were lending to the

Lord . )



Why should we choose to invest in God ’s plan

of giving to those in need?

(God ’s investment has a r isk - f ree rate of  eternal

returns with guaranteed div idends !  When He

gives to us beyond our needs ,  we have the

abi l i ty  to help others in need !  God wi l l  reward ,

or repay ,  our  fai thfulness in His way and in His

t ime .  We are not  guaranteed a physical

(monetary )  b lessing ,  but  we are guaranteed

spir i tual  and eternal  blessings ! )  

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

COMPASSION
WEEKEND

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR

God expects those who have a surplus to share

their  abundance with those in need .  Our natural

inst inct  is  to hoard our resources and save up

for a ra iny day .  However ,  God desires that  we

are generous with His abundant blessings to us .  



Some versions use the phrase “bount i fu l  eye”

or “good eye , ”  meaning one who looks for  ways

to be generous ,  gracious ,  k ind ,  and

compassionate to others .  

Read Proverbs 22 :9

COMPASSION
WEEKEND
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WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
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This verse does not just  apply to those who

are r ich .  Who does this “whoever”  apply to ,

and how should i t  affect  each of  us?

(Everyone who has something can give to help

those in need .  We can give our t ime ,  ta lent ,  or

t reasure to those who are less fortunate .  Whi le

we may not see that  we have the abi l i ty  to be

generous ,  God wi l l  make sure our needs are

met i f  we give to those in need . )

Do you look for opportunit ies to give?  Do you

get excited about giving?

(Open for  Discussion )



COMPASSION
WEEKEND
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WEEK 
FOUR
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Read 1 Timothy 6 :17 -19

How should those who are “r ich”  respond to

what God has given them?

(We should be humble ,  putt ing our hope in God

instead of  money .  We are to put  our money to

work helping others ,  be generous ,  and share

with others . )

Do you think of  yourself  as r ich by society ’s

standards?  What about by the world ’s

standards?  Why or why not?

(Open for  Discussion )

What does i t  mean to be “r ich in good works?”

How does this “ investment”  help us prepare

for the future?

(How we spend our t ime and resources is  a

ref lect ion of  the att i tude of  our hearts .  Those

who are “ r ich”  by the world ’s standards don ’ t

exist  to be served because of  their  abundance ,

but to serve others with their  abundance !  This

investment wi l l  provide us with spir i tual  and

eternal  t reasures . )



We are created in God ’s image .  Do you see

people the way God sees them?  Or do you

see them based on their  status in l i fe?

How should the fact  that  the Lord is  the

Maker of  both the r ich and the poor impact

your l i fe?  

Are you sensi t ive to the needs of  those who

are poor?  Have you ever sacr i f iced to meet

the needs of  someone in poverty?  Have you

al lowed your heart  to be touched by their

need?

What changes do you need to make in order

to be more generous to those in need?

As you go through this  week ,  remember 1 John

3 :17 -18 :  “ I f  anyone has this world ’s goods and

sees a fel low bel iever in need but withholds

compassion from him—how does God ’s love

reside in him?  L i tt le chi ldren ,  let  us not love in

word or speech ,  but in act ion and in truth .”

When we have a mindset of  generosi ty  and

compassion ,  God can move us to give what He

desires :  t ime ,  ta lent ,  and treasures !  

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together :
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Take some t ime in advance

to read and consider the

Bible study quest ions and

come up with personal

examples to encourage

discussion .

Make sure everyone can

see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable

level .

We hope those who

part ic ipate in the study

walk away knowing ,  feel ing ,

and doing di f ferent ly  as a

resul t  of  amazing

discussion .



Jim El l iot t  was a missionary to the Auca tr ibe in

Ecuador ,  known for  i t ’s savagery and violence ,

especial ly  to outs iders .  He wrote the fol lowing

in his  journal :  “He is  no fool  who gives what he

cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose . ”  L i t t le

did he know that  a few years later ,  he would

indeed give his  l i fe for  the sake of  the Gospel .

In  their  ef forts  to share Chr ist  wi th the people

of  th is  t r ibe ,  he and four other missionar ies

were ki l led .  

Whi le many had tr ied to convince El l iot t  to

serve elsewhere ,  he had a passion to tel l  others

about God ,  wherever He may lead .  When he

was 20 ,  he wrote in his  journal ,  “Lord make my

way prosperous ,  not  that  I  achieve high stat ion ,

but that  my l i fe may be an exhibi t  to the value

of knowing God . ”  He knew that  knowing God

was more important  than anything else and that

true worship was more than just  mere r i tuals

and rout ines ;  i t  was to be an outward

expression of  the inner state of  the heart ,  in

awe of  and reverence to God for  who He is  and

al l  He has done .  

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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What stood out  to you from the message this

week?  What led you to real ly  th ink?  Did

anything chal lenge you?

What are some views in our society today that

may seem unbel ievable?  What are some views

that  society “chooses”  to ignore?

Passages we ' l l  review :

2 Corinthians 4 :3 -6 ;  Isaiah 29 :13 -14

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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On Sunday ,  we encountered the Phar isees once

again .  Rather than marvel  at  the miracle Jesus

had performed and give Him the glory He

deserved ,  they chose to ignore His work and

stay bl inded to the saving grace that  Jesus

offers .  Today ,  we wi l l  look more at  why people

are bl ind to the message of  Chr ist  and how His

Light  can penetrate th is  darkness in which so

many l ive .



Read 2 Corinthians 4 :3 -4

Think back to our opening question .  Why do

people choose to bel ieve the things they do

while sometimes ignoring the truth?

(The secular  wor ldview that  we see engulf ing

our society ref lects the values of  th is  wor ld .

Those who fol low this  wor ldview are bl inded to

the Truth .  They f ind i t  easier  to bel ieve the l ies

of  th is  wor ld rather than grasping the Truth of

God .  What is  common sense to those who

fol low Chr ist  may even seem absurd or

unbel ievable to those who don ’ t  know Him . )  

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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Make sure everyone can see the screen and the

audio is  at  a comfortable level .  

What jumped out  at  you f rom the v ideo in th is

session?  



Who is the “god of this age ,”  and why is  he so

determined to bl ind those who don ’t  know

Christ?  

(Satan is  the god of  th is  age .  He does not  want

people to know Christ  and be saved .  As a

resul t ,  he wi l l  do whatever i t  takes to keep

them from discover ing the Gospel  of  Chr ist .  I f

he can brainwash or  deceive people ,  he can

prevent them from f inding Truth in Chr ist . )

Read 2 Corinthians 4 :5 -6

Why was Paul  able to continue on ,  in spite of

the suffer ing and persecution he faced?  How

did he f ind confidence in the tr ials  and

suffering?  

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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(Paul  reminds us that  i t  isn ’ t  about us at  al l ,  but

i t  is  ALL about Jesus !  The true Gospel  message

focuses on Chr ist  a lone ,  not  on man ’s ef forts .

Paul ’s only goal  and purpose was to lead

people to Chr ist  and strengthen their  fa i th in

Him ,  and as a resul t ,  to br ing glory to God .  As

he faced tr ia ls  and suffer ing for  doing the work

of  Chr ist ,  he knew that  Chr ist  was at  work in his

l i fe ,  and he pressed on to do His work . )



How should this encourage us today?

(When we see the opposi t ion to the Gospel

message and understand the enemy ’s tact ics to

bl ind people to the Truth ,  i t  can be

discouraging !  We can ’ t  let  th is  distract  us .  We

have to remember to see ourselves as Paul  did

-  a useful  vessel  to carry His message and do

His work .  We have the assurance that  God is

with us and wi l l  supply what we need in order

to br ing glory to His name ! )

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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Why did Paul  compare God making His l ight

shine in our hearts to the creation story in

Genesis 1?  How are God ’s act ions in salvation

similar  to His act ions in creation?  

( In  both of  these stor ies ,  the l ight  breaks

through the darkness !  In  the creat ion story ,  God

created l ight  and then later  created man to be

able to l ive by the l ight  suppl ied to him .  In  the

salvat ion ,  or  re -creat ion ,  s tory ,  God f i rst  sent

the Light  of  the World ,  Jesus Chr ist ,  and made

His l ight  shine in our hearts so that  we could

walk in Him .  We can ’ t  t ru ly l ive without Him ! )



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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When we begin to fol low Chr ist ,  we become a

new creat ion !  Just  as when He created

everything in Genesis 1 ,  we become His new

creat ion when we fol low Him .  He forms us in

His image and f i l ls  us with His l ight  so that  we

can bear f ru i t  for  Him !

Since Satan has bl inded people ’s eyes to the

truth ,  is  there any hope for them?  How can we

help the l ight pierce through their  souls?  

(There is  hope !  Jesus is  the only hope for  al l

mankind .  He is  the only one who can pierce the

darkness of  their  souls .  Our part  in th is  is  to

l ive in a manner that  displays the glory of

Chr ist ,  ref lect ing His l ight  to those in darkness .

As they resist  the Gospel ,  we can pray for  God

to work and move in their  l ives to remove the

vei l  that  bl inds them from the truth . )



(The people of  Israel  went to church ,  but  i t  was

only a r i tual  based on their  her i tage and

tradit ions ,  not  because of  a real  relat ionship

with God .  They went to the Temple ,  but  i t  was

because this  was the popular  th ing to do .  They

put on an outward “show”  of  their  devot ion ,  but

there was no inward response or  worship .  God

would respond by rocking their  wor ld and

showing them that  He was the only one worthy

of  praise ,  and that  by ignor ing Him ,  they missed

the mark and were bl inded to the truth .  The

Pharisees and people in Cor inth were l ike this ,

too .  They could talk the talk ,  but  there was no

effort  to walk down the path Chr ist  had laid out

for  them .  They chose other loyal t ies over God .

They didn ’ t  have a personal  relat ionship with

God ,  but  instead based everything on their  own

wisdom and efforts . )

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL 
SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS!
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Read Isaiah 29 :13 -14

What problems did the people of  Israel  have in

this passage?  How would God respond?  How

does this relate to what we read in John 9

with the Pharisees and also in 2 Corinthians?
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In 1  Samuel 16 :7 ,  as Samuel was in search of

the next King that God had chosen ,  God

reminded Samuel of  a very important real i ty .

What is  that real i ty?  How wil l  i t  guide us as we

seek to serve Him?  

(God reminds us that  He doesn ’ t  look for

appearance or  stature as man does ,  but  He

looks inside ,  to the heart .  In  the same way ,  as

we serve Him ,  we must  remember to look

beyond the outward appearance and

circumstances to what Chr ist  is  doing in and

through us .  We wi l l  not  always see the

immediate f ru i t ,  but  He changes people f rom

the inside out !  )

As you examine your l i fe ,  do your act ions

and pr ior i t ies reveal  more of  a concern for

Chr ist ’s reputat ion or  your own reputat ion?

How do you know?

Consider the fol lowing as you pray together :



Our response to the Gospel  isn ’ t  based on

our knowledge or abi l i t ies ,  but  on our spir i t

and the state of  our heart .  Remember as you

share with others that  we are servants of

Chr ist ,  shar ing the Gospel  for  the sake of

Chr ist !  Only He can reach those in darkness .

Pray for  those who don ’ t  know Him ,  that  He

would do a work in their  l ives and remove

the bl ind spots .  Then be ready to share as

they are exposed to the Light  of  the World .  

Who or what do you worship?  Does your

worship resemble or  di f fer  f rom the worship

we see in Isaiah 29?  

Will iam Temple wrote :  To worship is  to

quicken the conscience by the hol iness of

God ,  to feed the mind with the truth of  God ,  to

purge the imagination by the beauty of  God ,  to

open the heart  to the love of  God ,  to devote

the wil l  to the purpose of  God .  As you go

through this  week ,  choose to respond l ike the

man born bl ind .  L ive a l i fe that  is  focused on

worshiping Chr ist  for  who He is  and what He

has done ,  and ref lect  His l ight  to the world

around you !
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