




Take some time in
advance to read and
consider the Bible study
questions and come up
with personal examples
to encourage discussion.

Make sure everyone can
see the screen and the
audio is  at a comfortable
level.

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing,
feeling,  and doing
differently as a result
of amazing discussion.



Jesus wanted His disciples to be aware of

the leaven of the Pharisees and the

Sadducees.  They all represented different

belief systems.  Jesus wasn't warning His

disciples of skepticism,  but rather of

teachings that lead others not to believe

specifically in Jesus,  His Gospel,  His

position,  and His work.  There are many

"spiritual" people today who believe in all

sorts of things; they just don't believe in

Jesus.  Because of this,  they partake in the

leaven Jesus warned about: The leaven of

unbelief.

As we learned last week,  the church in

Colosse was facing a threat of this leaven.

Though they had not yet given in,  Paul

called them to be on guard and to

remember the fullness of the truth into

which they were called.

Passages we'll review:

Matthew 16:5-12;  John 6:41-59;  

Colossians 2:1-15;  Romans 8:1-4;  

Ephesians 2:10



What jumped out at you from the message

this week? What led you to really think or

even better,  to change your actions?

Think about your values.  How do you

determine what is  important and what

principles you will live by?

Make sure everyone can see the screen and

the audio is  at a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in

this session? What are some of the key

points that affected you more than others?



Read John 6:41-46

Why were the Religious Leaders

grumbling? 

(They refused to accept that Jesus was the

Son of God.)

Read Matthew 16:5-12

As we look back to Sunday's  passage,  we see

that once again,  Jesus'  message was

interpreted in the literal sense instead of

in the spiritual sense.  

What "Yeast" was Jesus warning His

disciples about?

(The teachings of the Pharisees and

Sadducees.  )



Just as the disciples had missed the point

with the bread in Matthew 16,  the

religious leaders also missed out on who

Jesus really was.  They struggled with the

idea that He was more than just a

carpenter from Nazareth,  but was actually

the Son of God.

What truth did Jesus reveal to them in

verse 44?

(No one comes to Jesus unless the Father

first draws Him. Unless God begins to work

in us,  we will never understand our need

for a Savior!)

Read John 6:47-51

Last week,  we learned that Jesus is  the

true Bread of Life.  In this context,  to eat

of Him means to believe in Him. 



What did Jesus promise to those who eat of

the Living Bread?

(Eternal Life.  The manna given in the Old

Testament could only sustain life.  Jesus

came in order to give life to the entire

world,  to all of those who would believe!)

Read John 6:52-59

Once again,  the religious leaders looked

to the literal meaning of what Jesus was

saying.  If we look back to John 1:14,  we see

the "flesh" Jesus was referring to.  What

was the flesh?

(Jesus Christ,  God in human Form)

Read Colossians 2:1-15



Why did Paul write to the church in

Colosse?

(To encourage them and to help them

understand the truth about Christ so they

would not be deceived or led astray.)

Paul knew that Satan is  our enemy.  He

seeks to deceive us and to lead us down the

wrong path.  He often seeks to deceive by

diluting the truth with lies and other

"spiritual" beliefs that are not in line

with the Bible,  or by convincing us that

Christ alone is  not enough. This is  similar

to the teachings of the Pharisees and

Sadducees in John 6.

How can we keep from being deceived

(verses 6-7)?

(We can walk in Christ,  be rooted in Him,

built up in Him, and established in the

faith.)



What is  our weapon against the philosophy

and the emptiness that comes from human

traditions?

(Jesus Christ!  He is  all we need for our

salvation and to live a godly life!)

As we encounter false teachings,  it  is

important that our roots in Christ are

deep.  Otherwise,  we will be like 

 tumbleweed,  blown about by the winds of

deception.  Deep roots provide adequate,

(Living) water  and proper,  eternal

nourishment (Bread of Life) .

Finally,  Paul reminds the Colossians,  and

us,  of the hope that is  found in Christ as a

result of His death and resurrection.

What can we gain when we put our hope in

Christ Jesus?

(We are made alive with Him; our debt is

canceled,  nailed to the cross.)  



Read Ephesians 2:10

How should we live in response to the

freedom we have in Jesus Christ? 

(We should walk in His ways,  living for Him

and glorifying  Him in all we do.)

Read Romans 8:1-4

What do we gain by being a follower of

Christ Jesus?

(We are given freedom from the law of sin

and death.  The law condemns,  but our new

life in Christ frees us to live fully in Him.)

We are made righteous because of the

perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  He

delivered us from the penalty of sin by

doing what we could not -  defeating sin

and death.  Since He paid the penalty,  we

are now free to live in Him!



Ask yourself: "What am I  lending my

ears to?" Pray that you will be open to

the Holy Spirit and to His Word for the

Truth. Remember to seek spiritual

leadership from those God has placed in

your life.

Remember the victory we have in Christ!

Because of His sacrifice,  we can live

without fear.  Are you living fully in

Him, in a manner that glorifies Him?

As we go through this journey,  we will

encounter many different philosophies,

teachings,  and beliefs.  In our lives,  we will

never stand still.  We will either move

forward or we will slip backward.  It is

important that we know the truth of God's

Word and live according to it.  It  is  by His

grace we are saved and are given eternal

life with Him. Our response should be that

we live a life that brings glory and honor

to Him and is  based on His Word alone.

As you pray together as a life group,

consider these things:
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Jesus revealed to His followers that He

was completely God: holy,  perfect,

powerful.  He came to be our Redeemer,  to

pay the penalty for our sin,  but He knew no

sin.  He came in order that we could be

restored in our relationship with God.  His

holiness sets Him apart from everything

else; even the demons know who He is!  

While many followers turned away from

Him, others finally began to understand

the significance and true worth of His

title,  “The Holy One of God.”

Passages we'll review:

John 6:60-71;  Romans 7:18;  Mark 1:21-28;

James 2:19;  1  John 4:4



Make sure everyone can see the screen and

the audio is  at a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in

this session? 

What jumped out at you from the message

this week? What led you to really think or

even better,  to change your actions?

What are some of the hard things you have

had to deal with in life? What made them

hard? Were they worth the effort? Why or

why not?



Read John 6:60-71

As we reflect back on Sunday’s  message,  why

did the disciples claim that Jesus’  teaching

was hard? 

(It wasn't necessarily hard to understand,

but it was hard to accept.  They were too

easily offended by His teachings.  It

required a complete surrender,  which many

were unwilling to give.)

In verse 63,  we read: “The Spirit is  the one

who gives life,  the flesh doesn’t help at

all.”  How does this relate to what we have

studied previously in our current series

“Remarkable?”  

(There is  nothing that we can do on our

own to receive eternal life.  It only comes

through Jesus Christ.)



Read Romans 7:18

How does this tie in with what Jesus was

teaching? 

(It reminds us that nothing good comes

from our human nature.  Our own desires

and deeds can’t do anything to help us.  We

can do nothing without Him!)  

As many of Jesus’  followers turned away

from Him at this point,  Jesus turned to His

twelve disciples and asked them, “You don’t

want to go,  too,  do you?”

How did Peter respond? Who did he declare

Jesus to be?

(Peter said,  “Lord,  who will we go to?”  He

knew there was no better way.  Peter

referred to Jesus as the Holy One of God.)



While Jesus’  words were indeed hard,  they

were also life-giving.  Peter knew that

Jesus was indeed God in human flesh.  He

had seen the miracles and heard His

teachings.  He had a choice to either accept

Jesus as Lord and surrender to Him or to

deny Him. Peter chose wisely to follow

Him. However,  not all who know of His

power will choose to follow Him.

Read Mark 1:21-28

Why do you think the people in the

synagogue were so amazed at Jesus’

preaching?

(They realized that Jesus was not just an

ordinary teacher.  He wasn’t just reciting

learned knowledge,  but He was speaking

from experience and with authority.)



As we have already seen throughout the

Gospel of John,  Jesus was not like the

teachers they were used to -  the scribes

and Pharisees.  This becomes very evident as

Jesus began teaching at the synagogue in

Capernaum. 

Who spoke out as Jesus was teaching? Why

do you think this was significant?

(A man that was demon-possessed spoke out.

Even the demon recognized that Jesus was

the Son of God,  not just an ordinary

teacher of the law.)

What name did the demon use to identify

Jesus?

(The Holy One of God)

As Jesus responded to the demon, what two

things did he command of the demon?

(Be quiet and come out.)



We see that even the demon couldn’t resist

Jesus’  commands.  In James 2:19,  how do the

demons respond to God?

(They shudder.  They know that they have

no power against Jesus.)

We can take heart in knowing that the

demons tremble at the mention of the name

of Jesus.  In this life,  we will face spiritual

battles.  While the enemy can be strong,

even stronger than us,  we know that Jesus

is stronger still.

Read 1  John 4:4

What hope are we given?

(The One who is  in us is  greater than the

one who is  in the world.)



As we have seen in this week’s  study,  we

have two ways in which we can respond to

Jesus as “The Holy One of God.”  We can

choose to acknowledge Him and follow

Him, regardless of the cost,  because He is

worthy of all praise,  glory,  and honor.  Or,

we can acknowledge who He is,  but refuse

to follow Him because of our

unwillingness to surrender fully to Him

and to live according to His teachings.

How will you respond to His authority?

As a result of Jesus’  act,  we see that the

people were “amazed,”  and word of what

Jesus had done spread throughout Galilee,

yet many only followed Him for what He

could do for them. 

Peter,  however,  knew that Jesus Christ was

the giver of eternal life.  He also knew

that,  while the cost was great,  the

dividend was immeasurable,  and he chose to

follow Christ despite the difficulty and

hardships he might face.



As we go through life,  we will encounter

spiritual warfare.  We have seen in our

study that Jesus has authority over

everything,  including Satan and demonic

forces.  We can be encouraged in knowing

that Jesus has overcome the enemy! When

we choose to follow Him, we can rest

assured that the victory is  ours,  as well.  

Paul reminds us:  “But thanks be to God,

who gives us the victory through our Lord

Jesus Christ!”  (1  Corinthians 15:57)  When

we find ourselves in the midst of a battle,

may we remember that He is  the source of

our strength and our victory,  and seek His

help in our time of need.
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Jesus continued to amaze and astonish

people as he ministered to them. However,

many still misunderstood who Jesus really

was and what His purpose was.  In fact,

Jesus’  own brothers didn’t even

understand.  They encouraged Him to gain

followers by using His miracles to garner

attention and to move to a place of

notoriety and power.  

However,  Jesus had not come for His own

glory,  rather to glorify God the Father.

Even the apostle Paul reminds us that our

faith cannot be based on the wisdom of

man,  but on the power of God.  

Passages we'll review:

John 7:1-18;  1  Corinthians 2:1-5;  

2 Corinthians 4:7;  Galatians 6:14



Make sure everyone can see the screen and

the audio is  at a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in

this session? 

What stood out to you from the message

this week? What led you to really think,  or

even better,  to change your actions?

Think of a time when you have chosen to

take a stand for something.  What was your

motivation for doing it? Would your

choices be affected by the possible

outcomes?



Read John 7:1-13

Looking back to Sunday’s  message,  we see

that even Jesus’  brothers did not yet

understand that He was more than just

their brother,  but that He was the Son of

God. They encouraged Him to go to

Jerusalem for the Festival of Booths,  or

The Festival of Tabernacles,  but Jesus

declined.  

Why did Jesus stay in Galilee instead of

going with His brothers to Jerusalem?

(He knew that he was hated by the

religious leaders,  who were seeking to kill

Him. Jesus knew that he was hated by many

because he exposed the evil they were

doing.  They were shallow and worldly in

their religious practices.)



Jesus later went to Jerusalem in secret.

Many were looking for Him, debating if He

was who He claimed to be or if He was a

liar.  As the festival went on,  Jesus arrived

on scene at the temple and began teaching

those there.  As we’ve seen before,  many

were in awe of His understanding and

wisdom. 

Read John 7:14-18

The religious leaders discredited Jesus’

teachings because He did not have the

educational background and religious

training that they did.  

How did Jesus respond to their questioning

of His credentials? 

(Jesus credited His teachings to the

Father.  He presented Himself as the

messenger of God to the people.  Jesus

sought to represent God properly and to

give glory to the Father alone.)



Read 1  Corinthians 2:1-5.

Here,  we see Paul following the example

that Jesus set in the temple.  Paul had been

well educated as a Jewish scholar.  Yet,  in

his letter to the Corinthians,  Paul didn’t

want to impress or gain fame,  but to reveal

the truth and power of God and bring

glory to Him. 

What was Paul’s  sole purpose as He wrote

to the Corinthians?

(The cross of Christ was the center of

Paul’s  message.  Paul desired to allow God’s

power to be shown through his ministry,

rather than his own accomplishments,  as he

presented the Gospel message of salvation

through Christ alone.)



Paul warned us of allowing human wisdom

to interfere with the Gospel message.  Too

often today,  we see the truth of God’s

word mixed in with man’s interpretation

and understanding.  Paul knew that the

wisdom of man would only lead to a change

in intellect and the mind,  but the wisdom

of God would lead us to the life-changing,

life-giving power of God.  

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7

Paul compares us to clay jars.  We are

fragile in comparison to God’s power and

greatness.  Yet,  we have been chosen to do

the work He has called us to do.  

How does this affect how we should live

our lives today?



(We can share Christ with others by

sharing the power of Him at work in our

lives.  We can use the gifts that God has

given us to glorify Him.)

Read Galatians 6:14

What did Paul say he would boast about?

(The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ)

We see in the lives of Jesus and Paul that

we are to live our lives in a way that

brings glory to God.  What will you do

differently in order to glorify Him with

your life?



We are reminded that no matter what we

have accomplished or what merits we may

have,  everything pales in comparison to the

Gospel message of Christ.  Jesus’  perfect

life here on eath revealed just how

imperfect we actually are.  By relying on

our own wisdom and understanding,  we can

rob the Gospel message of it ’s  power.  Pray

that you would have a humble and

receptive heart that seeks to honor and

glorify God alone.

As you go through this week,  remember

that we are simply earthen vessels that

carry the treasure of the Gospel.  As we

rely on Jesus Christ and His strength, we

can have the boldness to present the

Gospel message of salvation to those in

need.  “For I  am not ashamed of the gospel,

because it is  God’s power for salvation to

everyone who believes,  first to the Jew and

also to the Greek.”  (Romans 1:16)
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feeling,  and doing
differently as a result
of amazing discussion.



In the conclusion of this series,  we find

Jesus speaking to the people on the last,

most important day at the Festival of the

Tabernacles.  Many continue to question

His identity and authority.  It is  in this

passage that we see Christ revealed as the

Living Water.  Jesus previously spoke of

this Living Water to the woman at the well

in John 4.  Now, he was offering it to

anyone who would receive it.  

Passages we'll review:

John 7:25-52; Revelation 21:1-8;  

1  John 5:4-5

What jumped out at you from the message

this week? What led you to really think or

even better,  to change your actions?



Make sure everyone can see the screen and

the audio is  at a comfortable level.  

What jumped out at you from the video in

this session? 

As we look back to Sunday’s  message,  we

find Jesus at the Festival of the

Tabernacles.  As we have seen throughout

our study in “Remarkable,”  many questioned

Jesus’  authority and the religious leaders

sought to discredit Him. 

However,  others chose to follow Him as a

result of His miracles,  causing the Jewish

leaders’  resentment.  They would respond

by sending their guards to try to arrest

Jesus.  While they did not arrest Him at

this time,  Jesus declared that his

remaining time with them was short.  



Read John 7:37-43

During this festival,  the people

remembered God’s deliverance and

provision for His people long ago as they

left Egypt.  As the festivities came to an

end,  Jesus made an important statement to

the people.

Who did He reveal Himself to be?

(The Living Water)

To whom did Jesus offer this Living Water?

(Anyone who was thirsty.  This living water

was available to anyone who realized that

they had a spiritual need for a Savior!)



Jesus declared that anyone who believed in

Him would have streams of living water

flow from deep within.  

What does the stream of living water

represent in us as followers of Christ?

(The Holy Spirit that dwells in us as a

result of our relationship with Jesus

Christ.)

How can the streams of living water have

an affect on those we encounter on a daily

basis?

(As a result of our relationship with Him,

His Spirit will overflow from within us

and spill out to those around us.)

We see mention of this Living Water again

in the book of Revelation



Read Revelation 21:1-8

What did the new heaven,  new earth and

new Jerusalem symbolize?

(The complete renewal of God’s creation

and the perfected and glorified people of

God, without sin.)

In this new city,  we see that God will dwell

with His people in a new and complete way.  

What will be “no more” as a result of God

dwelling with us?

(There will be no more death,  no more

grief,  no more crying and no more pain.)

This new city is  best described by what it

no longer has! By the absence of these

things,  we can experience the fullness of

God’s blessings,  along with ultimate joy

and peace.  In this new city,  He will make

everything new. It will be like nothing we

have experienced on our present earth!



In verse 6,  what are the names of God that

we are given?

(The Alpha and the Omega,  the beginning

and the end.  This reminds us that God is

Eternal.  Everything was created by Him

and everything will be complete through

Him.)

Once again,  we see mention of the water of

life,  or Living Water.  Who does he give

this water to?

(To those who are thirsty,  that is,  those

who look to Him for salvation.)

Finally,  we read about two different types

of people: those who conquer and those

who face judgement and condemnation.



According to 1  John 5:4-5,  who are those

who are victorious (conquerors)?

(Those who are born of God,  who have

believed that Jesus is  the Son of God.)

As followers of Christ,  we are not

guaranteed an easy life.  In fact,  we are

told in Romans 8:35-36 that we will face

many trials.  How are you encouraged

knowing that,  by belonging to God,  we are

victorious?

(We can know that our faith in Him will

help us to overcome the challenges that we

face.  When we face trials,  we can trust

that we are not alone,  but that He is  with

us.  We also know that we will be with Him,

in His eternal kingdom, for eternity!)

We also see that the consequence of

rejecting God’s truth,  as we saw by many

who heard Jesus’  teachings,  will be eternal

condemnation and separation from God.  



Have you experienced the new hope that

Jesus brings? Have you experienced

complete renewal and restoration of

the Living Water of Christ? Have you

experienced the intimate relationship

between God and man that was made

possible by Jesus?

Are you living out the new heritage

that Christ paid for on the cross or are

you still living out the judgment and

condemnation of those who rebel

against God?

Jesus Christ revealed Himself as the One

who conquered sin and death.  As followers

of Him, we are able to drink from the

streams of Living Water that will never

run dry.  We can be more than conquerors

through Him!

As you pray together as a life group,

consider these things:










