
SESSION 5 





Take some time in advance to 
read and consider the Bible study 
questions and come up with 
personal examples to encourage 
discussion.  

 Make sure everyone can see the 
screen and the audio is at a 
comfortable level.  

We hope those who participate in 
the study walk away knowing, 
feeling, and doing differently as a 
result of amazing discussion. 

SESSION 5 

READ WATCH DISCUSS



As you open up tonight, Have you ever 
heard the phrase, ‘Don’t impose your beliefs 
on someone?’ What does that mean to you? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What jumped out at you from the message 
this week? What led you to really think or 
even better, to change your actions? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What jumped out at you from the video in 
this session? What are some ways that we 
might use this to live on mission with 
Christ? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

READ Acts 17:22-27 

How did Paul use the culture around him to 
make a bridge into the gospel message? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Taking cues from the Athenian culture, Paul 
made a bridge to the gospel. He explained how 
God is the creator, sustainer, ruler, savior, Father, 
king, and judge of the whole world, and 
methodically shared the gospel message.  

Why was this important?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

He knew that in order to get their attention he 
would have to speak to them in a way they could 
relate. By referencing their idols Paul was 
opening the door for further discussion about 
God.  

What are some bridges in your culture to the 
gospel? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What inscription found on an altar did Paul 
use to begin his sermon  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

OPEN
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‘To the unknown god.’  

How is Paul’s sermon unlike the one to 
Jews in 11:16- 41?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

His sermon to the jews used verses of scripture 
but his sermon to the Athenians used reason and 
logic. 

What happened to Paul when he saw the 
culture around him in Athens? How did he 
respond?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

When Paul saw the city of Athens was full of 
idols, his spirit was provoked within him. Paul 
went from synagogues to the market place to 
talk to people and tell others about the glory of 
God.  

When have you experienced a similar 
feeling?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

How does the idol “To an Unknown God” in 
Athens reflect man’s search for meaning?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Idolatry, then and now, indicates that people are 
searching for something more in this life. The 
need to worship an unknown god proves that 
man is still searching for something more.  

The danger of accommodating the gospel to 
an audience is that, if you aren’t careful, you 
can compromise on some of the truths of 
the gospel message. Do you think Paul 
maintains a good balance?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Paul commends the philosophers for the 
slightest good. Though they were idolaters, he 
begins by approving their religiousness. Because 
he studied the culture, Paul also found a 
launching point for the gospel within their circle 

DIVE DEEPER
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When Paul saw the city of Athens was full of 
idols, his spirit was provoked within him. 
The glory of God being mocked by the city 
of idols was more than Paul could take. His 
zeal for the glory of God would not allow 
him to be silent. Paul went from synagogues 
to the market place to talk to people and tell 
others about the glory of God. So strange 
was the gospel message to a few of the 
philosophers that they asked Paul to come 
explain his strange beliefs at the Areopagus. 
When our culture dishonors the glory of 
God, our zeal for God compels us to act.  

BIBLE STUDY NOTES 
READ Acts 17:22-27 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Which part of the gospel do you have the 
most difficulty talking about or explaining?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

How could you better prepare yourself to 
proclaim this part of God’s message?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What are the movies, sitcoms, beliefs or 
issues. already in people’s consciousness 
that can be a bridge to talking about Jesus?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

BIG IDEA

BIG IDEA PERSONAL REFLECTION
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