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WEEK 2
WATCH

Make
see

audio
level.

sure everyone can
the the
is at a comfortable

screen and

Take some time in advance
to read and consider the
Bible study questions and
come up with personal
examples to encourage
discussion.

DISCUSS

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing, feeling,
and doing differently as a
result of amazing
discussion.




BIG IDEA

In the book of Acts, we learn much about the growth
of the early church. Most of Jesus' ministry was done
in the area known as Palestine. After His resurrection
and ascension, the church began to expand outside of
Palestine, throughout the Roman Empire and beyond.
During His ministry here on Earth, Jesus chose 12
men to personally disciple and pour into. While His
ministry was not limited to these 12, these men
learned from Jesus by doing life with Him for the
three years of His ministry. After His resurrection,
they were finally able to understand everything He
had been teaching them about the Kingdom of God. It
was also during this time that He gave them the tools
they would need to continue doing His ministry after
His ascension to heaven, through the arrival and work
of the Holy Spirit.

Acts also introduces us to Paul, who, like the disciples,
experienced a life-changing, personal encounter with
Christ. After he had been discipled by other believers
and learned from God Himself, Paul began to spread
the Gospel message to the entire Roman Empire to not
just Jews, but to Gentiles as well!l As he traveled, he
witnessed to many, but he also built up and
encouraged the believers, training them to be able to
continue the work of the Great Commission. This week,
we will look at Paul’s life to see the purpose, as well
as the rewards, for being disciple makers.

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




Passages we'll review:
Acts 14:19-23; Matthew 28:19-20;
Numbers 27:15-23

OPENING

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did anything
challenge you?

Have you ever been influenced by people around
you to do something you would not normally do?
Why did you do it?

WATCH

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the
audio is at a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in this
session? What are some of the key points that
affected you more than others?

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




READ

Read Acts 14:19-23

As Paul and Barnabas traveled throughout the
Roman Empire, they encountered many who didn’t
know the One True God. Lystra was in the province
of Galatia, or modern day Turkey, and many who
lived there worshiped the Roman gods. When they
saw Paul and Barnabas perform miracles in the
name of Jesus, they began to worship them as
gods. Rather than use this misguided worship as a
means to be respected by the Gentiles, Paul and
Barnabas sought only to glorify God! However,
their obedience to God came with a price as those
who opposed their message incited a riot.

What are some of the reasons people go out of
their way to oppose someone or something? Are
there any events in our world today that are
similar to this situation in Acts? If so, what are
they?

(Open for discussion)

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




How did Paul respond to this persecution? What
can we learn and apply from Paul’s example as
we live in our world today?

(Paul and Barnabas knew that their obedience
would be costly, but they didn’t hesitate to do it.
They knew that God would bless their efforts as
they proclaimed the Gospel message, but they also
knew that with His blessings, they would face
opposition and persecution from those who chose
not to believe. In spite of this, they chose to be
fully committed to Christ, putting their trust in God
alone. While we do not face persecution at this
level in our own country, many in other countries
do! However, we must remember that, like Paul and
Barnabas, we are called to take risks in sharing the
truth of the Gospel with those around us! If we are
not facing persecution at all, perhaps it is because
we are simply choosing to stay in our own lane,
keeping to ourselves and not speaking out
regarding the truth of God’s Word!)

How do you tend to respond to opposition or
ridicule? Do you shy away and back off, or do
you tend to persist and push forward? Explain.

(Open for discussion)

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




Why were Paul and Barnabas so compelled to
continue preaching the Gospel, even
considering their journey a success, knowing
the suffering and opposition they would
inevitably face? How should this affect us as we
live our lives daily?

(Paul and Barnabas knew that the young believers
needed encouragement and guidance. They also
knew the importance of leadership and discipleship
in the church, and they would not leave the church
unprepared for the struggles and challenges that
lay ahead. By returning to the cities they had
visited previously, they exhibited their faith in
Christ and their belief in the power that came from
discipling others to continue the ministry of Christ.
As we live our lives daily, we should also follow the
example of Paul and Barnabas. Following Christ is
not an easy road to travel. Just as those before us,
we will face trials, suffering, and for some even
death, for the sake of the Gospel, but our eternal
reward will be worth it alll We must be discipled
and then disciple others to do the work He has
called us to!)

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




Read Matthew 28:19-20

As Jesus prepared to leave His disciples, He left
them with these very important last words of
instruction. How is being a Christian different
from being a disciple?

(Disciple was a term used to describe the early
believers in Christ. It meant more than just being a
convert to Christianity or a simple “church
member.” It referred more to being an apprentice.
Apprentices learned by more than just listening to
their instructor, but by doing life together with
their instructor, identifying with the teacher in a
personal way, and doing what they did. It wasn’t
just a program or lesson, but a lifestyle. As
Christians, we should all be disciples. We should
all identify with Christ in a personal way and live as
He lived! There should be no difference between
being a Christian and being a disciple of Christ!)

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




Why is the Ilocal church, and specifically
CrossPointe Church, so important when it comes
to obeying the Great Commission?

(When Jesus commanded His disciples to “go,” He
was actually telling them, “As you go, make
disciples.” In our daily lives, no matter where we
are, we are to share Christ with others and make
disciples. Jesus was giving His followers the
blueprint: believe in Christ, be baptized, remain in
the church body to be taught the truths of God by
more mature believers, and go and do the same for
others! The local church helps provide us with the
support we need as we grow in Christ. It also
connects us with other believers that we can
disciple.)

Why should worship fuel our obedience to the
Great Commission?

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




(Today, many church attenders view the members
of the church as merely the cheerleaders or
spectators. They see pastors and leaders as the
ones expected to do the work evangelizing and
teaching, while they cheer on the efforts, or worse,
attend once or twice a week to get their own
spiritual feeding and then live life as usual. But this
wasn’t God’s plan for the church! As we follow
Christ, we experience His power, majesty, and
greatness. Our response to Him is our worship, so
when we see all He has done for us, we should be
eager to share that with others, helping them to
grow in Christ and experience Him for themselves.
In this way, God is glorified as we seek to help
others grow in Him.)

What are some of the practical barriers you face
when it comes to making disciples? What is the
next step you need to take?

(Open for discussion)

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




The Great Commission can seem like a daunting
task. With all that we have studied, why do we
not need to be intimidated by this Great
Commission Jesus gave us?

(Paul and Barnabas knew that they could never
fulfill this command by their own power. Paul didn’t
preach a prosperity gospel. He knew the decision
to follow Christ would be difficult, but those who
knew Christ, who He was, and what He taught also
knew that He would be their source of strength and
stability. He would work through those who chose
to follow Him to expand His kingdom, and He will
do the same for us. As we step out in faith and
obey His commands, we will see His purposes
fulfilled in the world around us!)

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Numbers 27:15-23

We also see an example of discipleship in the Old
Testament as we look at Moses and Joshua.

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




What was Moses’ concern when he learned his
life was almost over? How did God respond?

(When Moses learned of the end of his life, he
didn’t question God’s decision or even plead for
his life. His concern was for the welfare of those
God had entrusted to him. Moses’ request was for
God to provide a strong leader to take his place in
leading God’s people. God responded by
appointing Joshua to lead His people.)

Joshua was a strong leader. Moses had mentored
him for many years, helping him to become a godly
leader and preparing him for what God would use
him to do. As he led the people of God, Joshua
desired to glorify God in all that was done. He had
a strong faith and was obedient to God’s leading.
Just as Moses had mentored Joshua and equipped
him for leadership, Joshua made sure to raise up
others to follow in his steps as well.

CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

NOTES




CALLED FOR A PURPOSE!

What makes discipleship relationships so NOTES
special, and what makes them so difficult to find
and cultivate?

(Open for discussion)

PRAY

Consider the following as you pray together:

e What will you leave behind when you pass from
this world? Have you invested heavily in God’s
kingdom? Has your life made a difference?

e Paul paid an enormous price for his testimony
in Christ. Is obeying the Great Commission an
issue of Jesus’ worth or authority in your life?
What risks are there for you in living for Christ
as you disciple others?

e Who has God brought to your life “on purpose”?
Is it someone that can pour into your life? Is it
someone you can pour into?
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

BIG IDEA NOTES

Money is a key point of conversation in our time. It
is necessary in order to live, but often, we allow it
to have so much more control over our lives! In
accounting, value or worth is determined by
looking at a ledger, which shows the profit and loss
of an organization. In business, the goal is for the
profit, or gain, to outweigh the loss, or debts!

While our life in Christ is not measured by
monetary value, we can also assess the value of it
by looking at it in regards to profits and loss. In
earthly values, Paul showed a high profit margin
because of all that had been invested in his life. He
was a well-versed Jewish scholar, knowing all that
God had taught His people in the Old Testament.
When Paul chose to follow Christ, it came with a
cost. No longer did he have the same power and
respect that he once held. And yet, as Paul
encountered Christ, he realized for the first time
how worthless all of his “good works” had been and
how his righteousness was not righteousness at all,
but a fallacy! This week, we will look at what is
required from us in order to experience the eternal
gain of following Christ.

Passages we'll review:
Philippians 3:7-11; Genesis 22:1-14




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

OPENING

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did anything
challenge you?

What were some of the Senior Superlatives
categories when you were in High School? Did you
receive any? If you were to receive superlatives for
your life now, which would you receive?

What accomplishments would you want to include if
you were to create a resume? Are they the same
accomplishments you would want included in your
obituary? Why or why not?

WATCH

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the
audio is at a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in this
session? What are some of the key points that
affected you more than others?

NOTES




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

READ

Read Philippians 3:7-9

What are some things that can be considered
“gain” due to our own efforts? What are some
things that people incorrectly base their
salvation on?

(Open for discussion)

Why do we, even as Christians, tend to base our
worth on our own performance? Why is this so
detrimental?

(It is easy to be consumed by “things”, both
tangible and intangible. Fame, fortune, reputation,
achievement, self-satisfaction, and even morality
are things we tend to use to determine value or
worth. The problem with these things is that they
are based on our own efforts, not on our faith in
God. In our efforts to perform as we think we
should, we become enslaved to these things,
allowing them to fill our lives and control our time
and energy. When we allow the things of this world
to take control, we lose sight of our eternal
treasure and allow it to steal our joy in Christ.)

NOTES




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

NOTES

What did Paul reveal as the secret to his
success? How does Paul’s view of his own

accomplishments challenge the views of our
society today?

(Paul knew that his success in life could not be
based on his own efforts. His own personal
accomplishments only brought glory to himself, not
to God. The only benefit they provided was for
selfish gain. He had to lose “religion” to gain
salvation! Paul discovered that he needed the
righteousness that can only come from knowing
Christ. Knowing “of” Christ isn’t enough; we must
choose to surrender our lives to Him and follow
Him completely. Paul now looked to placing value
on the things of Christ, things that cannot be
stolen or destroyed. Our society today typically
views success as something that can be measured
here on earth - money, power, fame, skill, etc.
They do not find value in the things of Christ.)




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

NOTES

Our world places great value on
accomplishments, wealth, and power. Yet Paul
talks of the “surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord.” How would you describe what it
means to know and follow Jesus to someone who
doesn’t have a personal relationship with Him?

(Open for discussion)

When choosing to follow Christ, do people
consider the sacrifices they will need to make in
order to follow Him, or do they look for what
they can gain if they follow Him? Do people look
at the “cost-benefit analysis” before choosing to
follow Him? Do you think it would be different if
they were from an area where Christians were
persecuted and killed?

(Open for discussion)




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

Read Philippians 3:10-11 NOTES

How did Paul want to grow in his relationship
with Christ? Which of these do you desire the
most? Which of these is most intimidating to
you? Why?

(Paul wanted to truly know Christ, to know and
experience His resurrection power, and to share in
the sufferings of Christ, even if it included death.
Open for discussion.)

Have you had an experience in which you found
the worth of knowing Christ to be greater than
everything else in your life, even at the cost of
suffering? Share with your LifeGroup.

(Open for discussion)




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

NOTES

How does the hope of resurrection impact the
way we live our lives? How does our future hope
shape our present actions and decisions?

(When we choose to follow Christ, the eternal
value of the sacrifices made to follow Him far
outweigh the earthly cost of those sacrifices. While
it means an end to our former way of life, we begin
a new life with Him where He completely
transforms us to be like Him. The old life, full of
rules and regulations, weighs us down and fills us
with guilt and despair. Through His resurrection
power, we can experience His salvation, and we
can look forward to the hope of being resurrected
to be with Him for eternity. This power frees us to
find our hope, peace, and joy in Him. As a result,
we should live a life that reflects the difference
Christ can make and seeks to share what we have
learned with others.)




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

NOTES

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Genesis 22:1-14

In Hebrews 11, we see Abraham mentioned as one
of the faith heroes. In Genesis 22, he was called to
offer up his only son, promised to him by God for
the future of His people. It is here that we see not
only God’s provision for Abraham and lIsaac, but
also the future hope of God’s Resurrection power!

How did Abraham respond to this test? Why do
you think he was able to respond as he did? How
do you think you would have responded in his
place?




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

(Abraham told his servants that he and Isaac were NOTES
going to worship. He then prepared the altar as
God had told him, even to the point of preparing to
offer Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham responded as
he did to God’s instruction because he knew from
experience that he could depend on God for
everything. God had fulfilled His promise of a son
for himself and Sarah, and Abraham trusted that
God wouldn’t go back on what He had promised,
even if it meant He would raise Isaac from the
dead. Rather than try to figure God out, he simply
trusted that God would provide when it was
needed. Both Abraham and Isaac were focused on
bringing glory to God; we should do the same!
Open for discussion.)

Abraham names the place “The Lord Will
Provide.” Think of a sacrifice you have had to
make in your own life out of obedience to God.
In what specific ways has God provided for you
as you chose to follow Him? Was it worth it?

(Open for discussion)




THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!

PRAY NOTES

Consider the following as you pray together:

e Make a list of the things you do well and value
most. After looking at Paul’'s view of his
personal accomplishments before Christ, how
do you feel about the things you have listed? Do
you need to change anything on your list? As
you spend time in prayer this week, ask God to
help you as you seek to put Him and His work
above everything else.

e Paul desired to know Christ better. On a scale
of 1 to 10, with one being the lowest, how would
you rate your own desire in this area?

e What is your personal “Isaac?” Who or what are
you holding onto? What is the most difficult
thing God might ask you to do? Write it out and
lay it down before God!

“Hold everything in your hand lightly, otherwise
it hurts when God pries your fingers open.”
(Corrie Ten Boom)
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LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

BIG IDEA NOTES

There are many TV shows today that are focused
on transformations. Some transform houses, others
transform cars, and some even transform people
with makeovers or surgeries. In each situation,
people are seeking improvements, looking to better
their lives. The problem is that most of these
transformations are only external; while the outer
appearance has changed, the core is still the
same. Without a true, foundational change, the
same problems may creep up as they did before!

The same is true in our lives. In our world today,
people are constantly seeking ways to change the
way they “feel.” They seek change through
programs, habits, possessions, even in the people
they associate with. But true transformation can
only take place in the heart! It can only be found in
Christ as we rely on His grace, mercy, forgiveness,
and power over sin and death! God will use other
Christians to guide us and teach us as we learn
more about Him. Then as we grow in Him, we can
also help others transform into the disciples God
has called them to be. This week, we will look at
what God is calling each of us to do as we seek to
disciple others.




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

Passages we'll review: NOTES

2 Corinthians 3:1-6; Jeremiah 31:31-34

OPENING

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did anything
challenge you?

Is confidence a good thing or a bad thing? What
are you confident in?

WATCH

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the
audio is at a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in this
session? What are some of the key points that
impacted you more than others?




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

READ NOTES

Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-3

How can the verbal testimony of a person be
more powerful than a written letter as a

reference?

(Open for discussion)

Why is it easier to evaluate ourselves by our
credentials rather than by our hearts?

(When we focus on the external things of the law,
the praise and rewards we receive are of man,
based on the standards of the world. The results
are tangible and measurable. The new law s
different; we may not see the fruits of our labor,
but God desires to change our hearts!)




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

What are the dangers that come with evaluating NOTES
others based on external, worldly credentials?

(External credentials inflate egos. When we focus
on the worldly standards and regulations, we put
our faith in the flesh and we Kill our joy, rejecting
the power of Christ and causing our witness for
Christ to be hindered. Instead of working together
to do Christ’s work, we compete with one another
and measure our success based on other people.)

What is the difference between the law being
written on tablets of stone and the law being
written by the Spirit in your mind and heart?

(The old law was written on stone tablets and given
to the people to obey, but these tablets didn’t
change their lives! It gave them rules to live by,

but didn’t cause a heart transformation. Just
because we know what is right and wrong doesn’t
mean we will have the desire to obey. Even when
we do obey, it is often due to guilt or obligation,
not out of a desire to honor God. Our hearts can
only be changed by God, through the work of His
Spirit. The old law leads to death; it is inanimate.
But the Spirit of God is actively involved in the
lives of those who follow Him as we rely on God
and His power alone!)




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

NOTES

Read 2 Corinthians 3:4-6

What did Paul disclose as the source of his
sufficiency? Why is it so important that we
recognize God as the source of our strength and
ability?

(Paul’s confidence was not in his own abilities or
wisdom. Even with his prominent background, he
knew that it was all worthless. Paul gave all of the
credit and glory to God. Our competence comes
through Christ alone. Only Jesus could perfectly
fulfill the old law, so it is only through Him that we
have this new covenant and new life. This new
nature provides us with true righteousness, not the
legal righteousness that the world seeks, and it
removes the veil that hinders our understanding of
God and allows us to clearly see His glory.)




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

NOTES

Paul wrote, “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life.” What does this mean in our lives today?
How is this different from the view the world has
towards Christianity?

(Open for discussion)

God always equips us with the ability we need to
do whatever He requires. How does this affect
our outlook on being disciples and discipling
others?

(Open for discussion)




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

DIGGING DEEPER NOTES

Read Jeremiah 31:31-34

Jeremiah was known as the “weeping prophet.” He
confronted the people with their sin. He
condemned their idolatrous and depraved
practices. He challenged their false prophets.
When God called him, he was timid and hesitant,
but God worked in and through him to make him
strong and courageous. In addition to the prophecy
of God’s judgment, he also gave a glimpse of God’s
gift of hope as well - His new covenant (Jesus)!

What promises does God make in His new
covenant? Which of them is easiest to trust?
Which is hardest to trust? Which one
encourages you the most?

(The new covenant is a personal covenant. |t
applies to each person individually. He will place
His law within them. He will write it on their hearts.
He will be their God. They will be His people. They
will know Him personally. He will forgive their sins
and remember them no more. Open for

discussion.)




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

NOTES

How does the new covenant solve the problem of
humanity’s sinfulness?

(The old covenant was of the law. It could direct
the outward behavior, but could not change the
character or the heart. The new covenant changes
the character of a person so that they can love
God and love others. As He reveals Himself to
them, He will bring about a change of heart. It is
only by this heart change that they can have the
desire to honor God and obey Him.)

John Piper wrote: “Don’t turn Christianity into a
mere list of rules, whether it’s the Ten
Commandments or any other list. Because
without the work of the Holy Spirit,
commandments and rules kill. That is, they meet
a self-sufficient heart and produce either self-
exalting rebellion by rejecting the rules or self-
satisfied moral achievements by keeping the
rules - in either case: death. The letter [of the
law] kills and the Spirit gives life.”

We are all called to ministry as followers of
Christ. Is yours a ministry of life or a ministry of
death?




LIVING A TRANSFORMED LIFE!

PRAY NOTES

Consider the following as you pray together:
e A\W. Tozer wrote: “The church’s mightiest
influence is felt when she is different from the

world in which she lives.” In a world that
increasingly opposes Christ, our lives should be
a distinct difference from those around us. Do
you exhibit His glory and power or do you show
your own abilities and inadequacies?

e Paul reminds us that we all represent letters of
recommendation, whether it be letters written

on tablets of stone or letters written by God on
our hearts. Think about those who are reading
your life story. Does the story they read glorify
God and point them to Him, or does it bring
glory to something else? How can you allow
Christ to write His story on your heart?

e The Corinthian believers were a testament, or

recommendation letter, of the work Paul did for
Christ. Who would represent a letter of
recommendation for your life? Who have you
poured into that can be a living testament of
your work for the Lord?




WEEK 5
WATCH

Make
see

audio
level.

sure everyone can
the the
is at a comfortable

screen and

Take some time in advance
to read and consider the
Bible study questions and
come up with personal
examples to encourage
discussion.

DISCUSS

We hope those who
participate in the study
walk away knowing, feeling,
and doing differently as a
result of amazing
discussion.




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

BIG IDEA NOTES

The phrase “fishing for men” was not a new term
during Jesus’ time. It had been used by Greek and
Roman philosophers for centuries, describing the
effort of these men to “catch” followers through
their teaching and persuasion. Fishing was a
common trade, and fishermen were often seen as
“common labor.” They weren’t given much respect
and were often overlooked. They were hard
workers, accustomed to a busy work day. They
spent much of their time preparing equipment,
sorting and preparing their catch, and mending
nets. Fishing was not an easy job, but fishermen
were not afraid of hard work. They were patient
waiting on their catch. They were also brave, not
easily intimidated by the storms they would
inevitably face. They learned the necessary skills
by working alongside the masters of the trade.
They worked together as a team to bring in a big
catch.

Jesus used this analogy to help those He called to
understand what it would take to follow Him and
disciple others. When we follow Christ, we must
not be afraid of hard work! Our work may not
always be praised, but it is essential in our
spiritual life. We must be patient and courageous.




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

We will face opposition and rejection. It takes time NOTES
to build relationships, break down barriers, and
show others the difference that Christ makes. We
need to learn from those who have experienced
more than we have. And we need each other for
encouragement, correction, and to accomplish
large tasks. Fishing for fish and fishing for men
both require faith. The fishermen couldn’t see the
fish they were hoping to catch, but they trusted
that the nets would catch and hold them. We must
also act in faith as we do God’s work. We may not
see the results, but we must trust that our work for
Him will have an eternal impact!

Passages we'll review:
Matthew 4:18-20; Acts 1:8; Acts 18:24-28

OPENING

What stood out to you from the message this
week? What led you to really think? Did anything
challenge you?

When did you leave home to be on your own for
the first time? How did it feel? Were you nervous,
excited, etc? Why?




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

NOTES

WATCH

Make sure everyone can see the screen and the
audio is at a comfortable level.

What jumped out at you from the video in this
session? What are some of the key points that
impacted you more than others?

READ

Read Matthew 4:18-20

When Jesus called these men to follow Him, He
called them in terms of what they already knew,
but Jesus planned to change them into fishers of
men. He would train them for this new calling He
gave them!




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

NOTES

What seems unusual about the fishermen’s
response to Jesus? What prior knowledge do
you think they had?

(These men left their careers to follow Jesus. They
didn’t  ask questions. They didn’t make
arrangements for their equipment. They didn’t even
give an explanation to those working with them.
They simply responded immediately to Jesus’
calling. All four of these men showed great faith!
Open for discussion.)

What things do we often consider to be our life’s
purpose? Do we have more than one? How can
the different roles we play in everyday life
distract us from the primary purpose God has
given us?

(Open for discussion)




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

NOTES

While Jesus ministered to the crowds throughout
His ministry, His focus was usually on the twelve
He had called to be His disciples. They were all
different, unique in their giftings and abilities, but
when Jesus called them, He only had one
condition: that they follow Him.

“Jesus was saying, ‘Live with me and learn by
watching me. Own my values and priorities.
Learn to become passionate for the things I live
for. And follow my example by doing the
ministry | have come to do.” (Stuart Weber)

Read Acts 1:8

Jesus called them, but He didn’t leave them to
figure it out on their own! He discipled them during
His time on Earth, and He provided His Spirit to
guide them through this life.




EMBRACING THE GREAT COMMISSION!

NOTES

Jesus instructed His followers to be His
witnesses, or ambassadors. What does an
ambassador do? How can we be ambassadors for
Christ?

(An ambassador is an official who represents his or
her own country in a foreign land. They act on
behalf of their home country, representing the
interests and policies of their leader. We can be
ambassadors for Christ by acting on Christ’s
behalf, through His strength, to speak of what He
has done. We can give a first-hand account of what
He has done in our own lives. And we can share
with others what He can do in their lives. This can
take place in our community, workplace,
hometown, state, or even beyond in other
countries. Open for discussion.)

While we are not all gifted in evangelism, we all
can and must be faithful witnesses to the saving
grace of Jesus Christ! We can learn from those
who have already been where we are, and we can
guide and direct those who are new to the faith
and help them grow in their understanding of Him,
in order that they can do the same!
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Knowing it isn’t your job to defend the Gospel or NOTES
persuade others, but to simply tell others of
what you have experienced and know to be true
of God, does it make being a witness, or
ambassador, easier or harder? Why?

(Open for discussion)

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Acts 18:24-28

Aquila and Priscilla were a couple we see several
times throughout the New Testament. They were
Jews who had been expelled from Rome, and
ended up settling in Corinth, where they met Paul.
They were not new in following Christ. Like Paul,
they were tentmakers, and they ministered to Paul
on his missionary journey. They also modeled
discipleship as they reached out to Apollos. While
he was well-versed in the Old Testament teachings,
his understanding of the Gospel was incomplete.
He had heard the teachings of John the Baptist and
the promises of what was to come, but he had not
seen them come to fulfillment through the death
and resurrection of Jesus! He had the zeal needed
to share Christ with others, but he was lacking in
knowledge.
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NOTES

How did Priscilla and Aquila react to Apollos,
who had incomplete knowledge about Jesus, but
still spoke about him? Have you, like Apollos,
experienced being strong in enthusiasm but
weak in knowledge? Who most helped you when
you had limited spiritual knowledge?

(Apollos’ teaching wasn’t incorrect, but it was
incomplete. As Aquila and Priscilla took time to
disciple him, they taught of Jesus' fulfillment of the
Gospel message, the power of His Spirit in us, and
our call to spread the Gospel to the whole world,
even to the Gentiles. Open for discussion.)
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NOTES

What was the result of Aquila and Priscilla
taking the time to pour into Apollos? What do we
learn about disciple-making from their example?

(As a result of their discipling, Apollos became
known as a great evangelist. He had a very
effective ministry as he led others to follow Christ.
Through their example, we can see how to
effectively disciple others. Rather than call them
out in public and berate them for their
misunderstanding or lack of knowledge, we can
build relationships with them. Through that
relationship, we can help them to understand the
fullness of the Gospel and how we are called to
fulfill the command to make disciples. )
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PRAY NOTES

Consider the following as you pray together:

e Jesus called the disciples to come and follow
Him. Spiritually, are you still preparing the
nets? Leaving the boat? Following hard after
Jesus? Feeling left behind?

e What challenges or fears do you face when you
think about disciple-making? Remember that we
are only called to tell others of what we have
experienced ourselves. The rest is up to God!
Take time this week to trust God for strength as
you obey Him. Have others in your LifeGroup
pray for you as you seek to obey Him!

e We are called to mentor and disciple other
believers. Do you know of a person who is
young in Christ who needs to be taught the
basics of our Christian faith and how to live for
Christ daily? Are you willing to disciple them?
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