
SESSION 7 





Take some time in advance to 
read and consider the Bible study 
questions and come up with 
personal examples to encourage 
discussion.  

 Make sure everyone can see the 
screen and the audio is at a 
comfortable level.  

We hope those who participate in 
the study walk away knowing, 
feeling, and doing differently as a 
result of amazing discussion. 

SESSION 7 

READ WATCH DISCUSS



As you open up tonight, Besides members 
of your family, who are you most thankful 
for?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What jumped out at you from the message 
this week? What led you to really think or 
even better, to change your actions? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

What jumped out at you from the video in 
this session? What are some ways that we 
might use this to live on mission with 
Christ? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

READ Philippians 1:3-7 

H o w w o u l d y o u d e s c r i b e P a u l ’s 
perspective? What emotions does he 
express towards them? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Paul’s perspective is very optimistic. He 
expresses thanksgiving, joy and confidence. 

Paul says the Philippians are his partners in 
the gospel. What might he mean? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

They are faithful followers of Christ who are 
experiencing the gospel (1:2, 1:6). They helped 
him complete his initial mission to preach the 
gospel (Acts 16), and they have been involved 
with Paul in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel (1:7, 27). They have suffered with Paul for 
the gospel (1:30, 4:1415). They have been 
interceding for Paul (1:19). They provided a gift 
for Paul in prison (4:10).  

What does Paul mean when he says God 
will complete the good work he began in 
them? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Paul is confident that since God began a work of 
grace in their lives, when they initially received the 
gospel, God will surely be faithful to continue to 
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work in them and sustain them in their faith until 
the Day of the Lord.  

Paul insists his “feelings” toward the 
Philippians are right or appropriate. Why 
does he have to clarify this? Why might 
someone cons ider h is perspect ive 
inappropriate? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Paul is in prison, the Philippians are suffering, 
certain “brothers” are turning against Paul, false 
teachers are out there spreading lies, there is 
disunity in the church and yet Paul begins his 
letter extremely optimistically. Some might 
consider his optimism misplaced, so he insists 
that it is appropriate.  

How might God’s grace help someone suffer 
for, defend and confirm the gospel? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Answers will vary 

Paul says he yearns for the Philippians “with 
the affection of Christ Jesus”. What does 
this reveal about Christ’s heart? How is this 
an explanation for Paul’s confidence God 
will complete his work in them? 

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Since Paul yearns for us with the affections of 
Christ, that means Christ himself yearns for his 
people. Christ longs to be reunited with us, face 
to face. This explains Paul’s confidence that God 
will continue his work in them, because if Christ 
yearns to be reunited with the Philippians, Christ 
will do whatever it takes to make sure they are 
sustained in their faith until The Day of Christ, 
and make to their home with him in heaven.  

What are three things we can do to build the 
kind of life that will ensure someone saying 
ten years from now, “I thank my God when I 
remember you”?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ DIVE DEEPER
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Paul writes from prison to this church that 
has partnered with him in ministry. He uses 
the word joy 16 times in a short 104 verses 
to communicate the realities of joy in 
suffering, joy in giving, and joy in partnering 
with others to share the gospel. The Greek 
word behind “partnership” is sometimes 
translated “fellowship.” Unfortunately, for 
many Christians today “fellowship” has 
connotations of merely getting together for 
food. So “partnership” is a better word, 
especially here. Remember, the Philippians 
prayerfully and financially supported Paul’s 
missionary work. They shared the gospel 
and shared in gospel work. Remarkably, 
they even indirectly shared in Paul’s 
“imprisonment and . . . defense and 
confirmation of the gospel” 

BIBLE STUDY NOTES 
READ Philippians 1:3-7 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

How can Paul be confident or convinced 
that God will continue to work in the 
Philippians’ lives?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

How do your circumstances, both good and 
bad, affect your feelings toward those who 
are partners in the gospel?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

Is there anyone in your life who you would 
consider a partner in the gospel?  
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

BIG IDEA

BIG IDEA PERSONAL REFLECTION
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