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Take some t ime in  advance to
read and consider  the  Bible
study quest ions  and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage  discuss ion.

Make sure  everyone can see
the  screen and the  audio  i s  at
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those  who
part ic ipate  in  the  study walk
away knowing,  fee l ing ,  and
doing di f ferent ly  as  a  result  of
amazing discuss ion.



One of  the  more  common occupat ions  we read
about  in  the  Bible  i s  the  shepherd .  In  fact ,  we
f ind shepherds  mentioned in  approximately
one hundred bibl ica l  passages .  Many of  the
patr iarchs  in  the  Bible  were  shepherds .  Even
the secular  leaders  of  the  day  were  often
referred to  as  shepherds .  In  ancient  t imes ,
sheep weren ’ t  herded by  sheepdogs ,  but  they
were  actual ly  led  by  their  shepherd .  The
shepherds  were  very  protect ive  of  their  sheep.
Often,  shepherds  would even name each of
their  sheep.

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Just  as  the  shepherd was  s trongly  connected
to his  sheep,  the  same was  true  for  the  sheep
to their  shepherd .  They sheep only  fo l lowed
the voice  they  recognized -  their  own
shepherd!  They were  helpless  without  the  care
of  their  shepherd .  They were  dependent ,
unintel l igent  wanderers  that  would eas i ly  get
lost  i f  le f t  on their  own.  



WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Passages  we ' l l  review:
Ezekie l  34 : 1 -6 ;  Ezekie l  34 :23-25 ;  Psa lm 23 ;
Hebrews 13 :20-21

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

As a  result ,  the  shepherd had to  exhibit  care
and compass ion for  his  sheep,  providing for
their  needs  and leading them where  they
needed to  go .  This  week,  we wi l l  look at  how
we are  often much l ike  sheep and need our
Good Shepherd to  lead us .

What  stood out  to  you from the  message  this
week?  What  led you to  rea l ly  think?  Did
anything chal lenge  you?

Who or  what  has  had the  biggest  inf luence  in
your  l i fe?  What  guides  the  decis ions  you
make,  especia l ly  when under  pressure?



WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Before  we look at  the  Good Shepherd,  let ’ s
take  a  look at  the  “bad”  shepherds .  Who were
these  bad shepherds ,  and why were  they
considered as  such?  What  were  the  results  of
their  bad shepherding?

Read Ezekie l  34 : 1 -6

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

Make sure  everyone can see  the  screen and
the audio  i s  at  a  comfortable  level .  

What  jumped out  at  you from the  v ideo in
this  sess ion?  What  are  some of  the  key  points
that  af fected you more  than others?



What examples  of  bad shepherds  have  you
experienced in  our  day?  How are  the  “sheep”
under  their  care  af fected as  a  result  of  poor
shepherding?  

(Open for  d i s cus s ion)

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

(The  “bad”  shepherds  were  those  who  had  been
leading  and ru l ing  over  I s rae l  throughout  the
years .  They  were  s e l f i sh ,  power- seek ing  l eaders
who d idn ’ t  l ook  out  for  the  intere s t s  o f  those  who
were  under  the i r  l eadersh ip .  They  en joyed  the
bene f i t s  o f  be ing  in  charge ,  tak ing  f rom the
peop le  anyth ing  they  wanted ,  but  d id  not  g ive
anyth ing  back  to  them in  re turn .  They  were  not
concerned  wi th  the  nat ional  a f fa i r s  that  a f f ec ted
the  peop le  as  a  whole  and d idn ’ t  prov ide  the
constant  care  and gu idance  that  was  needed .
The ir  dec i s ions  were  s e l f i sh  and unwise .  As  a
resu l t ,  the  nat ion  was  de feated  and the  peop le
were  s cat tered ,  making  them comple te ly
vulnerable . )  



(Thi s  Good Shepherd  i s  J e sus !  Ins tead  o f  be ing
concerned  about  His  own a f fa i r s ,  the  Good
Shepherd  would  prov ide  peace  and secur i ty  for
them.  He  would  de l iver  them from those  who
were  tak ing  advantage  o f  them.  He  would  have
the i r  bes t  in tere s t  a t  heart . )

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

How does  the  Shepherd in  this  passage  di f fer
from many of  the  other  shepherds  I srael  had
experienced?

God was  not  taken by  surprise  by  the  state  of
His  people .  He knew what  they  had gone
through,  and He would respond to  them.
What  was  God’s  remedy for  what  His  people
had endured whi le  being under  the  care  of
bad shepherds?

(He  would  s end  the  Good Shepherd  to  watch  over
and care  for  them. )

Read Ezekie l  34 :23-25



WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

Read Psalm 23

In  this  Psa lm,  David portrays  God through an
occupat ion he  knew very  wel l ,  a  shepherd .
David had tended his  father ’ s  sheep when he
was  a  young man.  He knew al l  about  the
character i st ics  of  sheep and the  care  they
required .  He a l so  knew the  job of  the
shepherd and the  responsibi l i ty  to  care  for
the  sheep at  a l l  cost ,  whether  protect ing
them from wild  animals  or  from their  own
weakness  and helplessness .  

Much l ike  the  nat ion of  I srae l  during the
t ime of  Ezekie l ,  we can f ind hope in  this
passage  as  wel l .  Peace  and rest  were  lost  due
to s in ,  but  we can experience  both through
Christ  when we a l low Him to  be  our  Good
Shepherd!



(Examples :  Pos i t ive  -  Sheep  know the  vo i ce  o f
the i r  shepherd .  They  make  a  connect ion  wi th
other  sheep .  They  are  va luable ,  prov id ing  woo l ,
mi lk ,  and  meat .  They  are  innocent  creatures .
Negat ive  -  Sheep  have  no  s ense  o f  d i rec t ion ;  they
are  eas i ly  lo s t .  Sheep  wi l l  f o l low the  crowd,
cont inuing  to  do  what  those  in  f ront  o f  them
have  done .  They  are  most ly  de fense l e s s  c reatures ,
not  even  ab le  to  ge t  o f f  o f  the i r  backs  a lone !
Sheep  are  unable  to  carry  heavy loads .  They  lack
judgment ,  and  wi l l  dr ink  d i r ty  water  i f  i t  i s
around,  rather  than f ind ing  c l ean  water .  Sheep
cannot  care  for  themse lves  or  t end  to  the i r  own
wounds  as  o ther  animals  can .  They  have  poor
v i s ion  and o f t en  cannot  s ee  what  i s  ahead  o f
them. )

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

When you think about  sheep,  what  are  some
of  their  admirable  qual i t ies?  What  are  some
of  the  more unfavorable  character i st ics  of
sheep?



(As  our  Good Shepherd ,  Chr i s t  prov ides
everyth ing  we  need .  He  doesn ’ t  dr ive  us  forward ,
but  He  goes  be fore  us  and l eads  us  down the  path
He des i re s .  He  prov ides  p lace s  and opportuni t i e s
for  us  to  re s t  in  Him.  He  wi l l  work  in  and
through  us  in  order  to  br ing  g lory  to  His  name .
He  does  not  l eave  us  unat tended ,  but  He  i s
a lways  wi th  us ,  even  in  t imes  where  He  seems
s i l ent .  He  does  not  l eave  us  to  f i ght  a lone ,  but
He wi l l  f i ght  for  us  i f  we  t rus t  in  Him.  He  knows
what  we  wi l l  face  be fore  we  ge t  there  and He  i s
prepared  to  he lp  us  through  those  exper i ences ,  a s
we  grow c lo ser  to  Him.  Even  when danger  or
death  comes  our  way,  we  know that  we  can  f ind
safe ty  in  Him,  and regard le s s  o f  the  outcome,  we
wi l l  spend  e tern i ty  wi th  Him! )

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

According to  this  Psalm,  how can we f ind
comfort  in  knowing that  Christ  i s  our  Good
Shepherd?



As we read this  c los ing prayer ,  we again see
the  reference  to  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Good
(Great)  Shepherd.  According to  this  passage ,
how should we l ive  our  l ives  knowing we are
under  the  care  of  our  Good Shepherd?   

WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

Read Hebrews 13 :20-21

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

Thieves  and robbers  only  come to  stea l ,  k i l l ,
or  destroy  the  sheep ( John 10 : 10) .  The bad
shepherds  only  care  for  themselves  and what
they  can get  from the  sheep.  But  we have  the
Good Shepherd,  who gave  His  own l i fe  in
order  that  we may have  a  ful f i l l ing  and
abundant  l i fe  in  Him!



WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

How should our  v iew of  Jesus  as  the  Good
Shepherd bring about  a  renewed praise  and
worship of  Him for  who He i s  and what  He
does?  

(Open for  Di scuss ion)

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

(We should  a l low Him to  work  in  us  and through
us  to  make  us  more  l ike  Him.  He  des i re s  to  equip
us  for  whatever  we  may face  in  l i f e ,  good  or  bad ,
in  order  that  through  i t ,  we  may br ing  g lory  to
Him and sh ine  His  l i ght  for  o thers  to  s ee .  As  our
Shepherd ,  He  wi l l  care  for  us ,  r epa ir ing  our
broken  p i ece s  and  s t rengthening  our  weaknes se s
in  order  that  we  can  do  the  work  that  He  has
ca l l ed  us  to  do . )



WEEK 
ONE 
WEEK 
ONE 

The shepherd takes  care  of  every  need of
the  sheep in  his  care ,  and they  trust  the
shepherd with their  l ives ,  fo l lowing him
only .  What  i s  one speci f ic  area  in  your  l i fe
where  you need to  a l low Jesus  to  be  your
Good Shepherd?

Is  i t  ev ident  to  others  that  Jesus  i s  your
Good Shepherd?  Do your  act ions  and your
des ires  ref lect  Him at  work in  you?

As we see  the  role  of  the  Good Shepherd
exhibited for  us ,  we are  g iven a  model  for
how we should lead and care  for  those
who are  under  our  care .  Which
character i st ics  are  most  di f f icult  for  you?
Pray  that  God wi l l  lead you to  become
more l ike  the  Good Shepherd as  you lead
those  He has  entrusted to  you.

Consider  the  fo l lowing as  you pray  together :

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!

THE TRUE
SHEPHERD!



Take some t ime in  advance  to
read and consider  the  Bible
study quest ions  and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage  discuss ion .

Make sure  everyone can see
the  screen and the  audio  i s  at
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those  who
part ic ipate  in  the  study walk
away knowing,  fee l ing ,  and
doing di f ferent ly  as  a  result  of
amazing discuss ion .



Last  week as  we began our  study on the  Good
Shepherd,  we learned that  the  Good Shepherd
cares  for  His  f lock and that  His  sheep trust
in  Him complete ly .  This  week,  as  we continue
our  study of  the  Good Shepherd,  one
part icular  character i st ic  of  the  Shepherd
stands  out :  Good .

In  the  Engl i sh  language ,  we have  many words
that  have  mult iple  meanings .  “Good”  i s  one of
those  words .  However ,  in  the  Greek language ,
the  “good”  Jesus  refers  to  in  John 10 : 1 1  means
this :  good,  possess ing  moral  excel lence ,
worthy ,  upright ,  v irtuous .  In  this  verse ,  Jesus
reminds  us  that  the  Good Shepherd lays  down
His  l i fe  for  His  sheep.  He paid  a  pr ice  that
we could never  pay  because  of  His  moral
perfect ion,  His  hol iness .  But  as  we wi l l  see  in
tonight ’ s  s tudy,  we receive  more  than just
sa lvat ion from s in  as  a  result  of  His  goodness .
We have  the  promise  of  eternal  l i fe  with  Him!  

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



What stood out  to  you from the  message  this
week?  What  led you to  rea l ly  think?  Did
anything chal lenge  you?

What  are  some things  about  l i fe  on this  earth
that  you won’t  miss  in  heaven?  

Make sure  everyone can see  the  screen and
the audio  i s  at  a  comfortable  level .  

What  jumped out  at  you from the  v ideo in
this  sess ion?  What  are  some of  the  key  points
that  af fected you more  than others?

Passages  we ' l l  review:
Revelat ion 7 :9-17 ;  I sa iah 49 :8-13

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



In  this  passage ,  we see  a  mult i tude standing
before  the  throne of  God.  When we think of
the  sheer  magnitude of  the  people  descr ibed
here ,  i t  i s  seemingly  too many to  count .  But
as  we studied last  week,  we can f ind hope in
knowing that ,  even in  those  great  mult i tudes ,
our  Good Shepherd knows each of  us  by
name!  

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Read Revelat ion 7 :9-12

As they  stood before  the  Lamb,  they  carr ied
palm branches .  This  i sn ’ t  the  f irst  t ime we
have seen people  s tanding before  the  Lamb of
God waving palm branches !  Where  e l se  have
we seen this?  Why i s  i t  so  s igni f icant  in
Revelat ion?



(We f i r s t  saw peop le  waving  pa lm branches  and
honor ing  J e sus  dur ing  His  Tr iumphal  Entry  into
Jerusa lem (See  John 12 : 1 2 - 19 ) .  Pa lm branches
were  used  in  t imes  o f  j oy  and ce l ebrat ion ,  much
l ike  ba l loons  in  our  t ime .  The  peop le  pra i sed  Him
for  the  mirac l e s  He  had  per formed in  the i r
pre sence .  In  J e sus ’ s  day ,  many thought  He  was
coming  to  be  the i r  de l iverer  f rom the  govern ing
author i t i e s  o f  the  t ime .  We know,  however ,  that
He  i s  so  much  more  than that !  He  i s  our  Lord
and Savior  who  has  de l ivered  us  f rom the
penal ty  o f  s in  and has  g iven  us  the  hope  o f  a
future  wi th  Him in  His  e t ernal  k ingdom!  Ins tead
of  worsh ip ing  what  the  peop le  thought  to  be  a
“ temporary”  sav ior ,  the  mul t i tude  in  Reve lat ion
i s  worsh ip ing  our  Eternal  Savior  and ce l ebrat ing
His  v i c tory  over  s in  and death ! )

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO



(The  mul t i tude  pra i sed  God for  the i r  sa lvat ion ,
for  the  sacr i f i c e  o f  the  Lamb o f  God .  They
unders tood  that  th i s  sa lvat ion  had  noth ing  to  do
with  them,  but  had  everyth ing  to  do  wi th  God !
The ir  sa lvat ion  was  not  on ly  f rom s in ,  but  a l so
f rom the  sadnes s ,  sorrow,  and s t rugg le s  they  had
faced  dur ing  the i r  t ime  on  th i s  ear th .  He
prov ided  a  way out ! )

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Notably ,  verse  10  i s  the  f irst  t ime in  the  book
of  Revelat ion where  we see  words  spoken by
those  who were  redeemed in  Christ !  What  i s
the  s igni f icance  of  what  they  procla imed in
verse  10?  



(The  at tr ibutes  o f  God that  they  focused  on  were
b le s s ing  (pra i se ) ,  g lory ,  wi sdom,  thanksg iv ing
( thanks ) ,  honor ,  power ,  and  s t rength .  As
worsh iper s ,  we  are  to  acknowledge  God for  who
He i s  and  for  a l l  He  has  done .  As  we  worsh ip
Him,  we  dec lare  our  love  and devot ion  to  Him
for  His  greatnes s  and  His  worth ines s .  Our
worsh ip  shouldn ’ t  be  someth ing  that  we  do  on ly
on occas ion  or  jus t  on  Sundays  at  church ,  but
our  worsh ip  should  be  a  cont inual  re sponse  to
God in  everyth ing  we  do .  As  fo l lowers  o f  Chr i s t ,
we  wi l l  worsh ip  Him for  a l l  e t ern i ty ! )

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
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TWO

After  procla iming their  sa lvat ion,  these
worshipers  were  jo ined by  a l l  of  the  heavenly
beings  as  they  worshiped God.  What
attr ibutes  of  God were  the  focus  of  their
worship?  What  can we learn from their
worship?



What was  the  s igni f icance  of  the  great
mult i tude who was  robed in  white  s tanding
before  the  throne?  Why were  they  compel led
to respond as  they  did?  

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

(The  great  mul t i tude  was  made  up  o f  those  who
had remained  fa i th fu l  to  God over  generat ions .
They  cou ld  per sonal ly  ident i fy  wi th  the  f i r s t
verse  o f  Amazing  Grace ,  r epresent ing  those
redeemed by  the  b lood  o f  Chr i s t .  The ir  robes
were  whi te  because  the  b lood  o f  Chr i s t  r emoves
the  s ta in  o f  s in  and makes  everyth ing  whi te  as
snow,  ho ly  and per f ec t ,  f or  those  who  fo l low
Him.  In  choos ing  to  fo l low Chr i s t ,  they  had  been
re j ec ted  and even  per secuted  here  on  earth
because  o f  what  they  s tood  for  and for  the i r
dec i s ion  to  choose  God over  everyth ing  e l s e .  Yet ,
they  were  overcomers  in  Chr i s t !  On the i r
acceptance  o f  Him as  Lord  and Savior ,  they  were
g iven  the  pr iv i l ege  o f  s erv ing  God and ab le  to
s tand be fore  Him for  e t ern i ty .  As  a  re su l t ,  they
were  joy fu l  worsh iper s ! )

Read Revelat ion 7 : 13-17



Which promises  g iven in  verses  15-17  s tand
out  to  you the  most?  How can these  promises
help  to  encourage  you dai ly  as  you l ive  for
Him?

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

(Open for  d i s cus s ion)

We can f ind rest  in  knowing that  our  eternity
wi l l  be  in  His  Presence!  Our earthly  needs
wil l  be  no more .  No longer  wi l l  we hunger  or
thirst .  Our Good Shepherd wi l l  sat i s fy  us
with the  Bread of  Li fe  and the  Liv ing Water .
We wi l l  not  have  need for  the  earthly  sun
because  we wi l l  see  the  g lory  of  the  Light  of
the  World in  the  Son!  



While  this  passage  was  written to  the  nat ion
of  I srae l  during a  t ime of  bondage ,  i t  can a l so
give  us  hope for  the  future .  We wi l l
experience  struggles  in  our  l ives  as  wel l .

What can cause  a  person to  think that  God
has  forgotten about  him? How can we try  to
show them otherwise?  

(Open for  d i s cus s ion)

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

Read Isa iah 49 :8-13



What i s  being descr ibed in  Isa iah 49 : 10?  

(Our  future  heavenly  home . )

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
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Knowing that  we wi l l  one day  worship God
for  eternity ,  how should we l ive  our  l ives
now?

(We should  s eek  to  s ee  His  p lan  for  our  l ive s .  As
we  face  s t rugg le s  or  obs tac l e s ,  we  can  pray  for  a
wi l l ing  heart  to  fo l low what  He  see s  i s  be s t .  We
can a l so  use  the  t r ia l s  we  exper i ence  to  grow in
Him and  to  encourage  and draw others  to  Him. )

God is  the  source  of  our  sa lvat ion .  He i s  not
surprised by  anything that  comes  our  way .  He
has  a  plan for  us  even though i t  may not  be
the  plan we want  or  think i s  best .  He knows
what  we need so  much better  than we do!



As we read in  Revelat ion 7 : 12 ,  God i s
truly  worthy of  praise !  What  can you do
this  week to  praise  and thank God more
consistent ly?  Take t ime to  pray  about
what  God wants  you to  do .  
What  has  been your  greatest  tr ibulat ion
or  persecut ion?  When you take  the  t ime to
compare  i t  to  the  majesty  and power of
God,  how di f f icult  does  i t  actual ly  seem?
How can this  perspect ive  help  you focus
on worship instead of  worry?
What  obstacles  can keep you from sharing
Christ  with  others?  How can you combat
this?  Who can you share  the  redeeming
love  of  Christ  with  this  week?

Consider  the  fo l lowing as  you pray  together :

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

THE SHEPHERD’S CONCERN
FOR HIS FLOCK!

WEEK
TWO
WEEK
TWO

“It  i s  not  great  ta lents  God blesses  so  much
as  great  l ikeness  to  Jesus .  A holy  minister
[ servant]  i s  an awful  weapon in  the  hand of
God.”  ~Robert  Murray  McCheyne



Take some t ime in  advance  to
read and consider  the  Bible
study quest ions  and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage  discuss ion .

Make sure  everyone can see
the  screen and the  audio  i s  at
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those  who
part ic ipate  in  the  study walk
away knowing,  fee l ing ,  and
doing di f ferent ly  as  a  result  of
amazing discuss ion .



The Golden Gate  Bridge  i s  one of  the  most
photographed and poss ibly  one of  the  most
beaut i ful  br idges  in  the  world .  At  the  t ime of
i t s  complet ion in  1937 ,  i t  was  the  ta l lest  and
longest  suspension bridge  in  the  world .  Due
to the  towering height  of  the  br idge  and the
heavy  winds  often experienced in  the  San
Francisco Bay ,  several  workers  lost  their  l ives
as  they  fe l l  200 feet  to  the  water  below.  This
resulted in  apprehension from the  workers
and huge delays  in  the  construct ion schedule
of  this  mass ive  undertaking .

As  a  solut ion to  this  problem,  a  huge safety
net  made of  thick ,  s turdy mani la  rope was
extended beneath the  ent ire  br idge .  This  was
a  f i rst  in  the  history  of  br idge  construct ion.
Because  of  the  security  of fered by  the
nett ing ,  workmen were  no longer  hes i tant  to
do their  work and could work at  a  much
faster  rate .  
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What stood out  to  you from the  message  this
week?  What  led you to  rea l ly  think?  Did
anything chal lenge  you?

Who i s  the  f i rst  person you cal l  when you
have  something excit ing  to  share?  Who do
you cal l  f i r st  when you are  in  a  bind?

Passages  we ' l l  review:
Psalm 91 : 14-16 ;  2  Corinthians  1 : 20 ;  
Habakkuk 3 : 17-19

THE SHEPHERD’S
PROMISE!

THE SHEPHERD’S
PROMISE!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 

The l ives  saved and the  increased work speed
far  outweighed the  cost  of  the  nett ing and
resulted in  complet ion ahead of  schedule  and
under  budget .  As  Christ ians ,  we can a l so  f ind
safety  and security  under  the  care  of  our
Good Shepherd,  no matter  what  we may face .
He knows what  i s  best  for  us  and des ires  to
lead us  down the  best  path .



In verse  14 ,  we see  God draw attent ion to  the
one who “has  his  heart  set  on Me.”  What
character i st ics  would we see  in  those  who
have their  heart  set  on Him?

(Those  who  have  the i r  heart  s e t  on  God tru ly
love  Him.  They  acknowledge  Him as  the i r  Lord
and Savior  and seek  to  honor  Him by  l iv ing
obed ient ly  to  His  commands  and teach ings .  They
seek  to  exa l t  Him above  anyth ing  e l s e . )
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Make sure  everyone can see  the  screen and
the audio  i s  at  a  comfortable  level .

What  jumped out  at  you from the  v ideo in
this  sess ion?  What  are  some of  the  key  points
that  impacted you more  than others?

Read Psalm 91 : 14-16



Why is  there  such importance  placed on
knowing His  name?

(The  good  shepherd  knows  each  o f  h i s  sheep  by
name and the  sheep  know h i s  vo i ce .  In  the  same
way,  when we  know God int imate ly ,  we  know His
name,  who  He  i s .  We know His  character  and His
nature  by  the  exper i ences  we  have  had  wi th  Him
and what  we  have  l earned  through  His  Word . )

As we read this  passage ,  we are  reminded of
the  greatness  of  the  Father ’ s  love  for  us .  As
we studied last  week,  the  sheep are  devoted
to their  shepherd because  of  h is  sacr i f ic ia l
love  and care  for  them.  When we love  God for
who He i s ,  not  only  do we experience
ful f i l lment  from that  love ,  but  we can a l so
depend on His  promises  to  us !
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In this  Psalm,  God doesn ’ t  promise  to  take
away a l l  of  our  di f f icult ies .  What  can cause
us  to  quest ion the  goodness  or  fa i thfulness  of
God at  t imes?  When we f ind ourse lves  in
these  s i tuat ions ,  where  can we be  tempted to
f ind refuge?  

(When we  see  the  t ragedy ,  t r ia l s ,  de s t ruct ion ,
and hurt  in  the  wor ld  around us ,  i t  can  be  easy
to  lo se  our  focus .  When t imes  are  d i f f i cu l t ,  we
may become bur ied  in  our  own prob lems  and mis s
the  pre sence  o f  God .  We are  o f t en  t empted  to  f ind
re fuge  or  re l i e f  in  o ther  peop le ,  in  s e l f -
grat i f i cat ion ,  in  drugs  or  a l coho l ,  bury ing
ourse lves  in  a  job ,  or  t ry ing  to  d i s connect
through  other  forms  o f  enter ta inment . )
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God is  a  personal  God.  He doesn ’ t  want  to
rule  from afar  or  just  watch from a  distance .
He des ires  an int imate ,  personal  re lat ionship
with us  where  we trust  in  Him complete ly !



How can we avoid fa l l ing  into  the  traps  of
this  world  and protect  ourse lves  from the
dangers  that  come from focus ing on the
world around us?

(Much l ike  in  the  cons truct ion  o f  the  Golden
Gate  Br idge ,  God prov ides  us  wi th  protec t ion  as
we  go  through  th i s  l i f e .  We are  not  promised  an
easy  l i f e ,  but  because  o f  His  fa i th fu lnes s ,  we  can
trus t  in  His  promise s  to  gu ide  and protec t  us  as
we  go  through  th i s  l i f e .  He  wi l l  he lp  us  through
the  d i f f i cu l t  t imes  and g ive  us  gu idance  as  we
seek  His  wi l l .  We jus t  have  to  choose  Him above
a l l  e l s e ! )  
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Is  God’s  favor  shown through mater ia l  or
spir i tual  bless ings?  Expla in .



(Whi l e  God does  o f t en  g ive  us  b l e s s ings  in  the
mater ia l ,  phys i ca l  r ea lm,  we  know that  i t  wi l l
not  a lways  be  that  way .  There  are  t imes  when
tragedy  and d i f f i cu l ty  wi l l  s t i l l  preva i l .
However ,  we  know that  we  can  f ind  purpose  and
fu l f i l lment  in  Him when we  are  l iv ing  obed ient ly
to  His  Word .  We a l so  have  the  promise  o f  our
e ternal  future  wi th  Him!  Whi l e  we  may face
tragedy ,  per secut ion ,  or  even  death ,  we  know
that  He  has  overcome the  wor ld !  Our  sp i r i tua l
b le s s ings  can  g ive  us  hope  and s t rength  in  our
current  t ime  for  whatever  we  face ,  and  we  can
look  forward  to  be ing  in  His  pre sence  for
e tern i ty  as  His  ch i ldren ! )
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John Piper  s tates :  “God i s  most  g lor i f ied  in  us
when we are  most  sat i s f ied  in  Him.”  Do you
agree  with this  s tatement?  Expla in .
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What better  example  do we have  to  fo l low
than Jesus  Himsel f ?  Everything He did  during
His  t ime on earth from His  birth ,  throughout
His  l i fe ,  and even on the  cross ,  was  done in
order  to  br ing g lory  to  God!  Only  He can
give  us  what  truly  sat i s f ies  a l l  of  our  des ires .
When we serve  Him as  we were  created to
and f ind our  joy  in  Him,  His  g lory  i s  able  to
shine  through us  as  we share  that  joy  with
others !

(Only  God can  g ive  us  t rue  fu l f i l lment  and
sat i s fac t ion .  Thi s  wor ld  t r i e s  to  o f f er  much  to  us ,
but  none  o f  i t  sa t i s f i e s  our  deepes t  needs .  We
only  t ru ly  worsh ip  or  g lor i fy  the  th ings  that  we
enjoy .  He  knows  us  be t t er  than anyone  e l s e .  He
des igned  us  each  wi th  a  purpose  to  s erve  and
honor  Him.  Only  by  t rus t ing  in  Him comple te ly
and l iv ing  in  a  manner  that  br ings  g lory  to  Him
wi l l  we  f ind  t rue  fu l f i l lment  and sat i s fac t ion ! )



How could Habakkuk have  so  much fa i th  and
joy  g iven the  cr i s i s  he  was  fac ing?
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Read Habakkuk 3 : 17-19

We f ind Habakkuk in  the  middle  of  a  very
dif f icult  s i tuat ion.  He knows that  his
homeland wi l l  be  invaded and overtaken by
the  enemy and the  land destroyed.  Everything
that  was  v iewed as  a  s ign of  security ,
s trength,  and happiness  was  gone .  In  man’s
eyes ,  i t  would seem that  a l l  was  lost .  And yet ,
Habakkuk st i l l  had fa i th  in  God!



How can this  apply  to  fol lowers  of  Christ
today?

(We are  reminded  that  God i s  not  on ly  our
sa lvat ion ,  but  He  i s  a l so  our  s t rength .  L ike
Habakkuk ,  we  wi l l  a l so  face  d i f f i cu l t  t imes  i f  we
are  fo l lowing  Him,  but  we  can  f ind  hope  and
strength  in  Him.  We don ’ t  need  to  be  a fra id .  God
knows  us  int imate ly .  We can  go  to  Him in  our
t imes  o f  doubt ,  uncer ta inty ,  and  pa in .  He  wi l l
comfort  us  and ,  in  the  proces s ,  he lp  us  to  l earn
from and unders tand Him more . )
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(Habakkuk  knew that  God was  greater  than
anyth ing  he  would  encounter  here  on  earth .  He
had exper i enced  God for  who  He  was ,  and  he
knew that  noth ing  cou ld  compare  to  His
greatnes s  and  g lory .  Because  o f  th i s ,  he  had
grown c lo ser  to  God and had deve loped  a  t rus t  in
God that  would  he lp  h im through  the  d i f f i cu l t
t imes .  In  worsh ip ing  God f i r s t ,  Habakkuk  was
able  to  look  beyond the  c i r cumstances  and focus
on  God a lone !  )



Have you placed a l l  of  your  fa i th  and
trust  in  God a lone?  Or are  you looking to
other  things  to  help  susta in  you?  We can ’ t
do both!  What  do you need to  re lease  in
your  l i fe  so  that  you can hold on more
t ight ly  to  God as  your  source  of  s trength?

Consider  the  fo l lowing as  you pray  together :

J . I .  Packer  wrote ,  “The truest  express ion of
trust  in  a  great  God wi l l  a lways  be  worship . ”
In  the  midst  of  everything he  was  fac ing ,
Habakkuk chose  to  worship God.  Worship
brings  us  joy  even in  the  most  dire
circumstances .  Worship g ives  us  the  strength
we need to  face  each day .  When we can focus
on who God i s  and what  He has  done,  we gain
a  new perspect ive .  While  God may not  a lways
change our  c ircumstances ,  He can change us
and how we see  those  c ircumstances  and our
l ives  wi l l  be  forever  changed!

THE SHEPHERD’S
PROMISE!

THE SHEPHERD’S
PROMISE!

WEEK
THREE 
WEEK
THREE 



Like  Habakkuk,  we must  be  wi l l ing  to
fol low God’s  p lan,  even when i t  may not
make sense  to  us .  This  requires  a
continual  growth in  our  re lat ionship with
Him.  How does  He want  you to  grow in
your  re lat ionship with Him?
As we re ly  on the  strength and provis ion
of  the  Good Shepherd,  we can serve  Him
obedient ly  in  our  dai ly  l ives .  What  i s  He
leading you to  do that  may require  more
fa ith  and trust  in  Him? Remember that  He
is  our  source  of  s trength .  Don’t  be  afra id
to  step out  in  fa i th  and a l low Him to  be
glor i f ied  through your  l i fe !  

“Do not  pray  for  easy  l ives .  Pray  to  be  stronger
men [and women] !  Do not  pray  for  tasks  equal
to  your  powers .  Pray  for  powers  equal  to  your
tasks .  Then the  doing of  your  work shal l  be  no
miracle .  But  you shal l  be  a  miracle .  Every  day
you shal l  wonder  at  yourse l f ,  at  the  r ichness  of
l i fe  which has  come to  you by  the  grace  of
God.”  ~Phi l l ips  Brooks
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Take some t ime in  advance  to
read and consider  the  Bible
study quest ions  and come up
with personal  examples  to
encourage  discuss ion .

Make sure  everyone can see
the  screen and the  audio  i s  at
a  comfortable  level .

We hope those  who
part ic ipate  in  the  study walk
away knowing,  fee l ing ,  and
doing di f ferent ly  as  a  result  of
amazing discuss ion .



As fol lowers  of  Christ ,  we are  to  be  a  l ight  to
the  world  around us ,  but  the  l ight  that  shines
from us  i s  not  our  own.  We are  much l ike  the
moon,  s imply  a  ref lect ion of  the  Light  of  the
World!  In  a  dark night ’ s  sky ,  the  moon l ights
up the  night  so  that  we can see ,  but  i t  has  no
l ight  of  i t s  own.  I t  merely  ref lects  the  l ight  of
the  sun.  In  a l l  of  i t s  br ightness ,  however ,  the
moon only  ref lects  about  12% of  the  sun ’ s
l ight !  The rest  i s  absorbed by  the  moon i t se l f .
The moon shines  i t s  br ightest  when i t  i s  a
ful l  180 degrees  across  from the  sun.  At  this
point ,  we see  the  ful l  moon.  But  as  the  moon
reposit ions  and the  port ion we see  faces  away
from the  sun,  we see  less  and less  of  the  l ight ,
unt i l  i t  i s  a l l  h idden.  

Just  l ike  the  moon,  we have  no l ight  of  our
own to  ref lect .  When we are  focused ful ly  on
the Son,  He i s  most  g lor i f ied  as  we ref lect
Him ful ly  to  the  world  around us .
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Also l ike  the  moon,  we don ’ t  ref lect  a l l  of  the
l ight ;  we absorb some of  His  l ight  ourse lves !
The remainder  i s  ref lected towards  those  who
l ive  in  darkness .  When we turn away from
Him and a l low the  things  of  this  world  to
distract  our  focus ,  our  l ight  i s  b locked by
those  distract ions ,  and we are  not  able  to
shine  as  br ight ly .  The more  that  we a l low to
come between us  and God,  the  less  l ight  we
are  able  to  ref lect  and the  darker  the  world
around us  becomes .  As  we l ive  out  our  l ives
on this  earth ,  we are  ca l led to  keep our  focus
on Him so  that  others  can see  His  ref lect ion
in us  and experience  His  l ight  direct ly  for
themselves !

THE SHEPHERD’S
CHALLENGE!
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FOUR
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Passages  we ' l l  review:
Matthew 5 : 14-16 ;  James  2 : 14-17 ;  Psa lm 27



What stood out  to  you from the  message  this
week?  What  led you to  rea l ly  think?  Did
anything chal lenge  you?

Were you afra id  of  the  dark as  a  k id?  What
made i t  so  scary?  What  helped you to  not  be
afra id?

Make sure  everyone can see  the  screen and
the audio  i s  at  a  comfortable  level .

What  jumped out  at  you from the  v ideo in
this  sess ion?  What  are  some of  the  key  points
that  impacted you more  than others?

THE SHEPHERD’S
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Read Matthew 5 : 14-15

How is  l ight  an essent ia l  part  of  our  phys ica l
l ives?  Give  examples .

(L ight  i s  e s s ent ia l  for  our  l i f e .  L ight  i s  a
neces sary  e l ement  for  the  food  we  eat .  I t  i s
e s s ent ia l  to  he lp ing  produce  the  a i r  we  breathe
through  photosynthes i s .  I t  i s  a l so  a  nece s sary
e l ement  in  our  body ’ s  b io log i ca l  proces se s  as  we l l
as  our  menta l  and  emot ional  we l l -be ing .  I t  i s  a
source  o f  Vi tamin  D,  a  nece s sary  e l ement  in  our
body ’ s  funct ion .  In  fac t ,  l i ght  i s  such  an
es sent ia l  part  o f  our  surv iva l  that  i t  was  God ’ s
very  f i r s t  c reat ion  (Genes i s  1 : 1 - 5 ) !  L ight  i s  a l so
neces sary  for  our  da i ly  l ive s ,  a s  we  cou ldn ’ t  l ive ,
work ,  or  p lay  wi thout  the  l i ght  o f  day .  We
couldn ’ t  l ive  wi thout  the  warmth prov ided  f rom
the  l i ght  o f  the  sun . )  
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Jesus  regular ly  taught  in  parables ,  us ing
things  from everyday l i fe  to  reveal  more
profound,  spir i tual  truths .  This  i s  true  in  this
teaching as  wel l !  How is  the  Light  in  this
passage  essent ia l  to  our  spir i tual  l ives?

( Jus t  as  phys i ca l  l i ght  removes  the  darknes s ,  or
absence  o f  l i ght ,  the  sp i r i tua l  l i ght  expose s  and
removes  the  darknes s  that  comes  f rom s in  in  the
wor ld  around us .  L ight  wakes  us  up  f rom the
s l eep ines s  and  mala i se  that  can  over take  us  when
we focus  too  much on  the  wor ld .  I t  prov ides
warmth to  the  heart s  o f  those  who  are  hurt ing .
Jus t  as  s t ree t  l i ght s  l i ght  the  roadways  and
secur i ty  l i ght s  d i s courage  cr ime ,  th i s  sp i r i tua l
l i ght  gu ides  our  path  and l eads  us  to  the  t ruth  o f
God ’ s  word . )
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When the  lamp i s  covered by  the  basket
(verse  15) ,  the  l ight  becomes  hidden from
those  who need i t .  What  are  some things  that
can hide  or  overshadow our  l ight?  

(Examples :  Our  own intere s t s ,  o ther  peop le ’ s
op in ions ,  f ear  o f  per secut ion  or  r id i cu le ,  r egre t ,
pas t  hurt s ,  embarrassment ,  s e l f i shnes s ,
s tubbornness ,  running  f rom God,  inconvenience ,
e t c . )
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What evidence of  darkness  do you see  in  the
world around us?

(Open for  Di scuss ion)



What do you think most  fo l lowers  of  Christ
would say  their  pr imary  purpose  in  l i fe  i s ?  I s
i t  ev ident  in  their  l ives  day  in  and day  out?
What  are  some pract ica l  ways  you can be  a
l ight  to  those  you encounter  as  you go
through this  journey of  l i fe?  

(Open for  Di scuss ion)
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Light  i s  s imply  the  absence  of  darkness .  I t  i s
v i s ible  to  everyone around i t .  Even when
smal l  and fa int ,  i t  s tands  out  in  an otherwise
dark night .  In  the  same way,  we are  to  be
dist inct  and not iceable  to  those  who l ive  in
the  darkness  of  this  world ,  reveal ing  the  true
Light  of  the  World!



How does  this  verse  chal lenge  us  in  our
act ions  and decis ions?

( Jus t  as  the  moonl ight  i s  s imply  a  re f l e c t ion  o f
the  l i ght  o f  the  sun ,  we  are  to  be  a  re f l e c t ion  o f
the  character  and nature  o f  J e sus  Chr i s t .  We are
not  to  ac t  on  behal f  o f  our  own reputat ion  or
advantage ,  but  in  a  way that  wi l l  make  Him
known!  We must  remember  that  we  are  not  o f
th i s  wor ld ,  but  we  represent  His  k ingdom!  Our
l ives  should  be  l ived  in  a  way that  br ings  pra i se
and g lory  to  Him a lone ! )

THE SHEPHERD’S
CHALLENGE!

THE SHEPHERD’S
CHALLENGE!

WEEK 
FOUR
WEEK 
FOUR

Read Matthew 5 : 16

As we fol low the  example  Christ  set  for  us ,
we must  remember that  i t  i s  our
responsibi l i ty  to  share  His  l ight  with  those
around us  and make an impact  for  His  sake .
He has  ca l led each of  us  to  be  the  l ight  in  our
world ,  not  just  our  pastors  or  our  church as  a
whole !  



What i s  the  re lat ionship between our  fa i th
and our  works?

(A “dead”  fa i th  i s  on ly  an  inte l l e c tua l
exper i ence .  I t  has  head  knowledge ,  but  does
noth ing  to  change  the  heart  o f  the  one  invo lved ;
they  cont inue  l iv ing  l i f e  the  same .  James  t eaches
us  that  “ l iv ing”  fa i th  goes  beyond jus t  a  be l i e f
sys tem;  i t  ex tends  beyond our  head  knowledge  to
the  over f low o f  our  heart  as  we  expres s  care  and
concern  for  those  around us . )
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As we reach out  to  those  who don ’ t  know
Christ ,  why i s  i t  important  to  have  works
that  demonstrate  the  fa i th  we profess?  

Read James  2 : 14-17



Read Psalm 27

There  wi l l  be  many things  in  this  l i fe  that
seek to  block our  l ight  and discourage  us
from being obedient  in  a l l  that  Christ
commanded us  to  do .  But  this  i s  not  a  new
struggle .  Even David experienced this  as  he
was  under  persecut ion.  He had been chosen
by God as  the  next  k ing of  I srae l .  Because  of
this ,  he  was  in  great  danger  as  Saul  sought  to
overtake  him.  
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(When we  t ru ly  encounter  Chr i s t ,  we  can  never
be  the  same ;  we  exper i ence  a  l i f e - chang ing
sa lvat ion !  As  our  fa i th  in  Chr i s t  grows ,  He
br ings  about  new l i f e  in  us ,  which  produces
sp i r i tua l  growth  and l eads  us  to  bear  f ru i t  that
re sembles  Him.  As  a  re su l t ,  we  must  show them a
new way .  We must  go  beyond ta lk ing  the  ta lk ,
and we  must  walk  the  walk  that  g ives  c red ib i l i ty
to  the  Truth  we  pro fe s s  and  the  God we
represent .  Otherwise ,  we  are  no  d i f f e rent  f rom
the  wor ld  in  which  we  l ive . )



(David  knew that  God was  h i s  gu ide  through  l i f e .
God was  on  h i s  s ide  and would  dr ive  away the
darknes s  that  came f rom those  who  sought  to  k i l l
h im.  Even  when he  f e l t  overwhe lmed and couldn ’ t
unders tand the  c i r cumstances ,  God was  h i s
source  o f  s t rength  and revea led  the  s t eps  he
should  take .  God was  h i s  protec t ion  and source  o f
l i f e .  God cou ld  hea l  wounds  that  were  caused  by
the  heart s  o f  men and would  t rans form David
into  the  per son  He  des i red  h im to  be . )
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What was  the  s igni f icance  of  David
recogniz ing God as  his  l ight?

What  did  David want  above everything e l se?
Why i s  this  important?



(More  than anyth ing ,  David  wanted  to  dwel l  in
God ’ s  pre sence ,  worsh ip ing  Him and exper i enc ing
God for  a l l  He  i s .  Jus t  as  l i ght  d i spe l s  the
darknes s ,  when we  d irec t  our  focus  to  the  One
True  God,  everyth ing  e l s e  pa le s  in  compar i son .
We are  no  longer  l e f t  to  f i ght  on  our  own,  but  we
have  His  s t rength  when we  are  weak .  He  i s  our
sa lvat ion ,  de f eat ing  s in  and death .  By  focus ing
on Him,  we  are  ab le  to  ad jus t  our  per spec t ive  to
see  what  He  can  do  in  and through  us . )
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The key  to  David ’ s  hope and conf idence  was
his  personal  re lat ionship with God.  He knew
that  God was  s tronger  than any enemy that
would come against  him.  God was  a l l  he
needed!  We,  too ,  can f ind strength in  the
Lord in  every  s i tuat ion.  We can share  this
hope with others  as  we ref lect  His  l ight  to
them in  every  c ircumstance .  



Fol lowing Christ  i sn ’ t  easy .  In  a  world  that
doesn ’ t  honor  and worship God,  His  fo l lowers
wi l l  face  di f f icult ies .  When we choose  to  l ive
in  the  l ight  as  He has  ca l led us  to  l ive ,  we can
expect  persecut ion.  However ,  we can fol low
the example  Christ  set  for  us  as  we l ive  for
Him,  g iv ing l ight  and hope to  those  around
us .  The eternal  rewards  wi l l  far  outweigh the
cost !
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Does  your  re lat ionship with Christ  set  you
apart  from the  world  around you?  When
people  look at  your  l i fe ,  do they  not ice
that  you are  di f ferent  from the  standards
and values  of  others?  I s  there  anything in
your  l i fe  that  i s  contagious ,  that  they  see
and want  to  know more about?

Consider  the  fo l lowing as  you pray  together :



Where has  God placed you r ight  now?
What  example  do you set  for  those  in  that
place?  Do your  “good works”  lead others
to  g ive  g lory  to  God or  to  you?

Make a  l i s t  of  those  God has  ca l led you to
be a  l ight  to .  What  are  speci f ic  ways  that
you can ref lect  the  l ight  of  Christ  on
them?
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“We are  phi losophers  not  in  words ,  but  in
deeds ;  we know virtues  by  their  pract ice
rather  than through boast ing of  them;  we
do not  speak great  things  but  we l ive
them.”  (Cyprian of  Carthage)






